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Mr. Diaper and his Family retire into the Country, 
 — Thompſon returns from thence, and takes 4 
Lodging in London. —Almoſt conflantly at Mr. 
Bellair z. — 1 he Manner of employing this leiſure 
Time, —Hears from Archer. —Contrafs an Aver- 
fron for Women—Viſits a ſuburbian Club with 
Mr. Deacon.—Account of that abſurd Set of 
People, and their Converſation—Receives a Let- 
ter from Mr. Diaper, dated Liſbon. 


OON after I came to London, Mr. Diaper, 
having ſettled all his Affairs, ſet out for his 
Country-houſe, where he propoſed to ſpend the 
Remainder of his Days, and where I could not 
be excuſed from accompanying him. From 
thence I wrote to my Father an Account of m 
preſent Situation,and prayed his DireQions how 
VOI. II. B to 
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to diſpoſe of my ſelf; at the ſame Time giving 
him an Hint, that I ſhould be glad to enter into 
another Employ than that I had been engaged 
in, and, if he conſented to it, had much rather 
follow the Example of my Friend, and ſpend 
two or- three Years Abroad, which would in all 
Probability conduce to wear off the melanchol 

Gloom that oppreſſed my Mind. The Solitude I 
indulged in this Receſs, tho” at firſt it humoured 
my Diſpoſition, and gave a Scope to my perpe- 
tual Ideas of my lovely, loſt Louiſa, and my ab- 
ſent Friend and Partner in Affliction, yet it ſoon 
grew dangerous for me to ſtay. there longer, for 
Fear ofentirely unhinging myſelf for the Purſuits 
of Life, which were now become neceſſary to me; 
and therefore I took Leave of my worthy Maſ- 
ter and Miſtreſs, who made me promiſe to ſee 
them every Week or Fortnight to conſole them 
for the Loſs of their Son, and returned to Lon- 
don, where I took an Apartment in Red-Lion 
Street, Holborn, till I ſhould otherwiſe diſpoſe of 
myſelf. I almoſt every Day paid a Viſit at Mr. 
Bellair's, which was now the only Comfort I re- 
ceived, and was much edified by the Company of 
that worthy Family : Miſs Sukey lived quite re- 
alufe; and ſeldom would ſee any Company but me, 
and then her Converſation ran wholly upon her 
dear Diaper, whoſe Health we were continually 
drinking. "Theſe amiable P.rſons ſo ſincerely 
ſympathiſed with me in the Loſs of my Lauiſa, 
that my Melancholy was always diſpelled in 
ſore Meaſure by their Society; but, in a few 
Weeks, I loſt even that Conſolation, by their De- 
parture into the Country, - where they would 
fain have had me bear them Company. Now my 
only Relief lay in the Converſation of Prig 
and Mr. Deacon, who entered into all my Con- 
cerns, and behaved in the kindeſt Manner, and 
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once a Week I generally went over to ſee Mr. 
and Mrs, Diaper. I employed mylelf ſometimes 
in writing to my Friend, Mr. Goodwill, his 
Spouſe, and poor Fidele, who were all under great 
Concern at my Loſs; but Fidele was quite in- 
conſolable, and had taken on ſo much at the 
Death of her Miſtreſs, that they feared ſhe would 
fling herſelf into a Conſumption, I wrote her 
Word, that I would for ever take Care of her, 
and deſired Mr, Goodwill to let her have whate- 
ver Money ſhe wanted, which I would repay 
him again. She frequently went over to ſee my 
Mother, with whom alſo Mrs. Goodw!ll had 
commenced an Acquaintance. Ireceived a Letter 
from Archer about this Time, informing me, 
that he was become a Dealer himſelt, and went 
on with great Succeſs. As to poor Sbarpley, I had 
heard nothing from him a conſiderable Time, 
nor knew in what Part of the World he at pre- 
ſent was. My Father wrote me Word, that I 
might ſtay where I was, and take alittle Pleaſure, 
till he came up to Lendon, to talk with and ſee 
me ſettled, which he propoſed to do in about 
three Months. In the Intervals of my other Avo- 
cations, | endeavoured to make myſelf Maſter of 
ſeveral Branches of Learning, I had not touched 
on before, and, merely by Way of Amuſe. 
ment, went thro' the Study of Navigation, 
which yielded me great Pleaſure. Still the Image 
of my Louiſa remained before my Eyes, and I 
every now and then fell into the moſt cruel Deſ- 
pondency, and called aloud for Death to relieve. 
me from my Forments. I found it ſo dangerous to 
be alone, that J encouraged my Friend Prig, to 
call upon me as often as he had an Inclination, 
and forced myſelf to partake of all the Diverſions 
and Amuſements he propoſed ; but thoroughly 
conceived an Averſion-for the Company of Wo- 
B 2 1 1 men, 
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men, which at firſt was inſpired by a certain 
Delicacy of never taking any Delight in the Sex 
ſince my Loui/a's Death, which was a Reſolution I 
ſo conſtantly ſupported, that at length I even'grew 
moroſe and unmannerly, and would abruptly leave 
any Company upon a Lady's Entrance, Mr. 
Deacon, tho? an excellent Man, had one-prevail- 
ing Foible; he loved his Bottle, and had a Club 
for every Night, where he often importuned me 
to accompany him, under the Notion of keeping 
up good Company and Fellowſhip. I was one 
Evening perſuaded to go with him to one of thoſe 
Meetings, which gave me ſuch an Idea of the 
Folly and Abſurdity of ſpending Time in a pro- 
miſcuous Company, of that while away Strain, 
that I can't help drawing the Picture of it, not 
doubting, but it is a Pattern of moſt others in this 
Metropolis, At our Entrance, we were ſaluted 
by three or four Perſons, to whom Mr. Deacon 
preſented me, and excuſed his breaking in upon 
the Rules of the Company, by bringing a Stran- 
ger without Leave; we then ſeated ourſelves, and 
a profound Silence enſued of near twenty Minutes, 
which was interrupted by Mr. Shuttle, a Weaver, 
who obſerved, that it was the fineſt Day we had 
had for a Fortnight paſt, which he was very glad 
of, as the next Day he was to go to a Pariſh Feaſt 
at Barnet, Mr. Burniſh, a Brazier, replied, that 
he had been invited to go there too, but that Mr, 
Tunbelly, the Church-Warden, had never had a 
Gooſe at any one of his Feaſts, which was a Thing 
he greatly loved, and could not imagine he had 
any Averſion to it himſelf ; for which Reaſon, he 
was ſure it was always omitted as an Aﬀeront to 
him. Mr. Shuttle then gave a long Account of a 
Dinner he eat the Day before with Juſtice Mittimus, 
in which he particularly praiſed the Chicken and 
 Afparagus, and concluded with obſerving, that 
' the Juſt ce did nothing without his. Advice. Im- 
| mediately 
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mediately the Doors were thrown open, and in 
came the Juſtice himſelf, at which all the reſt rai- 
ſed themſelves up, and lowly bowed; he was a 
pretty large made Man, of a venerable AſpeQ, 
and a deal of Gravity, who ſaluted every body by 
Name ; but obſerving me was going to retreat 1n 
an Huff, if Mr. Deacon had not pacified him, 
by aſſuring him I was his Friend. Oh ! oh! very 
well, very well, how d'ye do, Sir? And, Won af-— 
ter ſeating himſelf, lugged the Leg of a Fowl from 
one of his Pockets, and a Lunch of Bread and 
Cheeſe from the other, and would inſiſt upon it 
every Body ſhould eat with him: Some Compli- 
ments, beſtowed by Mr. Shuttle on the Goodneſs 
of the Fowl, produced an Account from Mr. 
Magiſtrate of its Cheapneſs, and a Digreſſion on 
the Price of Beef, and the Inſolence of the But- 
chers of Newgate Market. This over, in came 
Mr. Snap, the Juſtice's Clerk, with a Warrant 
to ſign, which obliged the Juſtice to put on his 
Spectacles, notwithſtanding which, he would have 
ſigned it at the wrong End, if his Clerk had not 
directed his Hand, You know what the Affair 
is, Mr. Snap, | ſuppole? Yes, Sir, replies the 
Clerk, it is about an Aſſault : Oh, ho! is it ſo? 
Send them to Bridewell then, Yes, Sir, ſays 
the Clerk, who could hardly contain himſelt, I 
made the Commitment out for that Place. The 
Clerk diſmiſſed, and Supper ended, his Worſhip 

took up the Pipes, and filling one, after offering 


his Tobacco to the whole Company to ſmell to, 


laying it was the beſt in Chriſtendom, he poured 
out a Glaſs, and drank the King's Health. Ano- 
ther Pauſe of Silence enſued, till the Health went 
round, when Captain Swagger, a Sea Officer, en- 
tered upon Politics, by ſwearing, it was ſhameful 
England ſhould ever be in Peace, ſince ſhe got 
more by War; . that he did not doubt of 
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ſeeing us ſoon Maſters of France, Spain, and the 
Indies, if we did but exert our Naval Strength as 
we did in Edward the Third's Time; the Juſtice 
here obſerved, that the Captain muſt be miſtaken, 
for he never had heard of a Man of War in thoſe 
Days: The Captain ſwore, by G--d there was, 
and that they were called the Cingue Ports, from 
there being Five ot them. Mr. Shuttle obſerved, 
that France never could be conquered, it was fo 
much bigger than England; which the Juſtice diſ- 
puted, and faid, England he was ſure was bigger, 
and applied to me for a Deciſion, ſaying, I looked 
as if I had been abroad, and could certainly tell, 
{ was fearful of offending either Side, ſo contented 
myſelf, by telling him, that what was called 
J. e de France, where the City of Paris ſtood, 
was much leis than Ingland; at which he ſet up a 
Laugh of Triumph, telling Mr. Shuttle, it was 
hard if he ſhould not know, when he had Berry's 
Map of France in his Parlour, and his Wife had an 
Uncle who was Cook to the Duke of Orleans, 
This proud Vaunt was concluded with a Bumper, 
in which he drank Confuſion to Cardinal Fleury, 
and Damnation to the French King. Now they 
began to be noiſy, and talked in ſeparate Sets 
about their Wives and Children, and their ſeveral 
Profeffions, which was interrupted by Mr. Bonn-t 
the Peruke-Maker's ſinging a bawdy Song, to 
which Mr. Shuttle, licking his Lips, cried Oncour ; 
ſoon afterwards the Juſtice fell aſleep, Shurtle got 
drunk and abuſed the Captain, the Captain ſtruck 
him, the Tables were overturned, and we thought 
it high Time to pay our Shot and move off ; 
which we did, Mr. Deacon aſſuring me, as we 
went Home, that, if I had not been a Stranger, 
I ſhould have heard very good Converſation ; but 
did not doubt I ſhould be made Amends the next 
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When I arrived at Home, I made many Re- 
fle ctions upon what the World generally calls Con- 
verſation, which is ſo far from being what is really 
intended by the Word, that it is rather a Perver- 
fion of it, and tho? perhaps twenty Thouſand Peo- 
ple in London meet every Night for that Purpoſe, 
one might ſafely lay an even Wager, that ſcarce an 
hundred ever partake of the Sweets of that enliven- 
ing and improving Banquet, or underſtand what 
Converſation is. 

In fix Weeks after my Friend's Departure, up- 
on a Viſit to Mr. Diaper, I found he had juſt re- 
ceived a Letter from him, by Way of Liſbon, 
where they had been obliged to touch to refit, hav- 


ing met with a Storm in the Bay of Biſcay, which 


had done them confiderable Damage. There was 
alſo a Letter for me, one for Mr. Bellair, and ano- 
ther for Miſs Sukey, both which Mr. Diaper deſired 
me to take the Charge of tranſmitting, which I 


did accordingly. My Letter was to the following 
Effect: ; 


My very dear FRIEND, 


3 a tempeſtuous Voyage, which has 
already well ſeaſoned me to my new Life, 
we have put into Liſbon, to repair our ſhattered 
Veſſel, from whence I take an Opportunity of 
writing to you and the Reſt of my Friends, Alas! 
] did not know Half the Pain I ſhould feel in this 
Separation from every Thing that is dear to me | 
My endearing Sukey runs for ever in my Mind, 
and I ſurvey the awful Diſtance that will ſeparate 
us ſtill more and more, with a Terror that I 
cannot deſcribe, I have no one now to tell my 
Griefs to, and I turn my Eyes in vain on every 
Side to find my dear Thomp/on, to ſolace and com- 
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fort me in my Diſtreſs, Oh! had Fortune kindly 


Joined us both in the ſame Adventure, I had then 
been happy; but now, 


Lite the ſbip-wreck®d Mariner, aghaſt, 
On ſome cursd barren Sbelve, I feek in vain, 


* With wand ring Eyes, for Help in my Deſpair ! 


J hope this will find you, my ever-valued Aſſoci- 
ate, in better Health and Spirits than when the 
Writer left you; and that, if Providence ſends me 
again to reviſit my native Skies, I ſhall ſee you 
cured of a hopeleſs Grief that can be of no Avail 
to recal the precious Saint you have loſt, who now 
perhaps attends and watches o'er your Steps, as 
our Guardian Angel, h Ke 

I have defired my dear Father to put my Letter 
to the Charmer of my Soul into your Hands, 
truſting to your Care for its ſafe Conveyance. 
Whilſt I write, my Hand ſhakes, and I tremble 
with Apprehenſion at what may have happened 
fince my Departure! Oh! this cruel Uncertainty, 
that Diſtance creates, of what paſſes, is grievous : 
Often I wiſh I had the Power of tranſporting my- 
ſelf with a Thought from Place to Place, to ſolve 
my Doubts of your Healths and Proſperity, You 
may now, with every Body elle that I love and 
eſteem, have become the Prey of Death's daily 
Ravages: Tormenting Thought! which I muſt 
not, will not indulge, for it would carry with 
it Diſtraction and Madneſs. My ſincere ReſpeQs 
attend Mr. Prig, who, I hope, never leaves you 
long enough for you to increaſe your Melancholy. 
Our Captain and the Reſt of our Gentlemen are 
very agreeable Companions, and I am as happy as 
a Man can poſſibly be in my Station, and have 


hitherto preſerved my Health very well. * 
$4 car 


of Jos T HOMP SON. 9 


dear Friend; you'll hardly hear from me again till 
ſome homeward bound Ship comes from the Indies, 
by the firſt of which, if alive and well, I will not 
fail to write to you, andevery body elſe, at large. 
Take Care of my lovely Maid, and keep her Mind 
as eaſy and compoſed- as poſſible, whenever you 
have the Happineſs. to ſee her, tho? I ſuppoſe 
ſhe is now gone, with her Brother, into the 
Country. 


If, oh ! ye Powers ſupreme, who till prefide 
O'er all Events, and all our Actions guide, 
Virtue, and Virtue's Votaries, are your Care, 
Preſerve the beſt of Friends, and kindeſt Fair 
Shed balmy Comfort, whereſoe'er they move, 
Ahl cure an anxious Grief, from abſent Love 
Reſtore to Peace a Mind in deep Deſpair ! 

And ſuffer patient Calm to enter there] 

And, oh! protect me thro? the raging Main, 
And ſafe reſtore me to their Arms again! 
Rebuke the Billows, that deſtructive roll, h 
And ſpread their baneful Rage from Pole to Pole : 
Soft may the Breezes fill the ſwelling Sail, 

And no rude Storm deform the gentle Gale. 


Excuſe my Numbers, and believe me, my dear- 
eſt Thompſon, | 


Thy eternally affeflionate 
and ſincere Friend, 


W. D1APER: 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 


He, with Prig, is attacked by Footpads. They 

take three f them. One of them proves ta be 
Packer.—Difcourſe between Thompſon ard 
bim. He is committed lo Newgate, tried at 
the Old Bailey, condemned, and executed. 
Obſervations ariſing from his Behaviour in his 
laft Moments. Mr. Archer «end Mr. Sharpley 
arrive in Town, | 


I Diſpatched an Anſwer to my Friend, by a 

Ship that was juſt failing to Liſbon, which pro- 
bably might arrive there Time enough to give him 
the wiſhed Intelligence how Matters ſtood in Eng- 
land, and, by the fame Conveyance, ſent another 
Letter to Archer. 

One Evening, as Mr. Prig and myſelf were re- 
turning from Hampſtead, where we had taken an 
Excurſion, ſomewhat later than ordinary, on Foot, 
thinking it the ſafeſt Way, we ſtruck thro? the 
Fields between Kentiſh Town and Bloomſbury, and, 
for our better Security, as there were many Ac- 
counts of Robberies committed between Hampſtead 
and London, had drawn our Hangers, which we 
carried naked in our Hands, We had already croſ- 
ſed three Fields, and could plainly diſcover the 
Lights from Red-lion-Street and Queen-Sgquare, ſo 
that we imagined we had got clear of any Moleſta- 
tion; but we were miſtaken, for, ſuddenly, paſſ- 
ing over a narrow Cauſeway, two Men jumped 
out of a Ditch on one Side, which two others did 
the ſame on the other Side, and, with a Multitude 
of Oaths and Execrations, ordered us to ſtand, and 
deliver, or we were dead Men. As we perceived 

y each of them was armed with a Piſtol, we did not 
think proper, for the Sake of a litile Money, to be 
Fool-hardy, 
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Fool-hardy, and ſo directly delivered our Purſes 
to them; at the ſame Time I told them we had no 
more, for our Watches were left behind us; and 
deſired them to treat us like Gentlemen: Aye, ſo 
we will, ſays one of them, and immediately fired 
his Piſtol, the Ball of which grazed upon my Shoul- 
der, and took away a Piece of my Coat. We im- 
mediately concluded we were to expect no Quar- 
ter from them, and therefore, turning Back to 
Back, prepared to make the beſt Defence we were 
able, and, in that Poſition, received the Fire of 
another Piſtol, two others flaſhing in the Pan, 
without receiving any Hurt, and then were attack- 
ed on all Sides. with Bludgeons, which they had 
concealed in their Boſoms. We beſtirred ourſelves 
as nimbly as we poſſibly could, but yet were fear- 
ful we ſhould be overpowered with Numbers, when 
a lucky Stroke I made, cut one of the Fellows 
down the Shoulder ; and,. ſhortening my Hanger, 
which was a cut-and-thruſt one, I ran it up to the 
Gripe, in his Body, at which he gave a Groan, 
and fell down at my Feet. There needed no more 
to diſhearten the Reſt, who dire &ly took to their 
Heels; but we purſued them ſo nimbly, crying 
out, Thieves, all the Way, that, at the jEnd of 
Red-lion-ſireet, they were all three taken, and we 
immediately carried then into a Public-houſe, ?till 
we could get more Aſſiſtance, and convey them 
before a Magiſtrate. We found no other offenſive 
Weapons upon ſearching them ; but no Surprize 
could be equal to ours, when, in the Face of 
one of theſe Foot-pads, we diſcovered the Features 
of that Villain Packer / -I gave a great Cry, occa- 
ſioned by my Aſtoniſhment, and aſked him the 
Reaſon he was not contented with our Money, but 
purſued our Lives with ſo much Inveteracy, which 
had brought him into his preſent Circumſtances : 


I added, 
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Letter to Archer. 

One Evening, as Mr. Prig and myſelf were re- 
turning from Hampſtead, where we had taken an 
Excurſion, ſomewhat later than ordinary, on Foot, 
thinking it the ſafeſt Way, we ſtruck thro? the 
Fields between Kentiſh Town and Bloomſbury, and, 
for our better Security, as there were many Ac- 
counts of Robberies committed between Hampſiead 
and London, had drawn our Hangers, which we 
carried naked in our Hands. We had already croſ- 
ſed three Fields, and could plainly diſcover the 
Lights from Red-lion-Street and Dwueen-Square, ſo 
that we imagined we had got clear of any Moleſta- 
tion; but we were miſtaken, for, ſuddenly, paſſ- 
ing over, a narrow Cauſeway, two Men jumped 
out of a Ditch on one Side, which two others did 
the ſame on the other Side, and, with a Multitude 
of Oaths and Execrations, ordered us to ſtand, and 
deliver, 'or we were dead Men, As we perceived 
each of them was armed with a Piſtol, we did not 
think proper, for the Sake of a litile Money, to be 
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Fool-hardy, and ſo directly delivered our Purſes 
to them; at the ſame Time I told them we had no 


more, for our Watches were left behind us; and 
deſired them to treat us like Gentlemen: Aye, ſo 
we will, ſays one of them, and immediately fired 


his Piſtol, the Ball of which grazed upon my Shoul- 
der, and took away a Piece of my Coat. We im- 
mediately concluded we were to expect no Quar- 
ter from them, and therefore, turning Back to 
Back, prepared to make the beſt Defence we were 
able, and, in that Poſition, received the Fire of 
another Piſtol, two others flaſhing in the Pan, 
without receiving any Hurt, and then were attack- 
ed on all Sides with Bludgeons, which they had 
concealed in their Boſoms. We beſtirred ourſelves 
as nimbly as we poſſibly could, but yet were fear- 
ful we ſhould be overpowered with Numbers, when 
a lucky Stroke I made, cut one of the Fellows 
down the Shoulder; and, ſhortening my Hanger, 
which was a cut-and-thruſt one, I ran it up to the 
Gripe, in his Body, at which he gave a Groan, 
and fell down at my Feet. There needed no more 
to diſhearten the Reſt, who dire &ly took to their 
Heels; but we purſued them ſo nimbly, crying 
out, Thieves, all the Way, that, at the End of 
 Red-lion-ſireet, they were all three taken, and we 
immediately carried then into a Public-houſe, till 
we could get more Aſſiſtance, and convey them 
before a Magiſtrate. We found no other offenſive 
Weapons upon ſearching them ; but no Surprize 
could be equal to ours, when, in the Face of 
one of theſe Foot-pads, we diſcovered the Features 
of that Villain Packer / -I gave a great Cry, occa- 
ſioned by my Aſtoniſhment, and aſked him the 
Reaſon he was not contented with our Money, but 
purſued our Lives with ſo much Inveteracy, which 
had brought him into his preſent Circumſtances : 


I added, 
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I added, I was ſorry to ſee him in ſuch a Situati- 
on, for he muſt now expect the Reward due to ſo 
many Crimes as he had been guilty of; at the 
ſame Time wiſhing any other Perſon had been 
the Means of bringing him to Juſtice, He lour- 
ed a ſcornful Look, and ſwore nothing grieved 
him, but that he had not been the Death of me, 
for then Hanging would have been but a Trifle ; 
and could I, ſays he, have found you out, long ſince, 
I'd have made you the Victim of my Reſentment. 
I told him I was ſorry his Diſpoſition was ſo wick- 
ed; for tho? he had done me many Injuries, and 
had well nigh cauſed the Death of my Friend, 
who was attacked by his Prccurement at Chel- 
ſea, yet I could not remember I had ever provok- 
ed him, by any Thing I had ever tranſaQted, to 
ſuch an inhuman Reſentment. No, he replied, was 
not you the Means of turning me from Mr. Diaper's, 
by making yourſelf buſy with what you had no 
Concern with? I aſſured him the contrary, and 
that what I did in that Affair was what I merely 
thought my Duty, and what I could not diſpenſe 
with myſelf from doing, without mixing it with 
any 'Thing perſonal againſt himſelf, more than the 
Nature of the Caſe required. By this Time ſome 
Perſons returned, with an Account that the Man, 
who had fallen, was dead, and a Conſtable enter- 
ing at the ſame Time, tho? very late, we carried 
them before a neighbouring Juſtice of the Peace, 
and the Matter was ſo clear againſt them, that he 
committed them all three to Newgate ; and, the 
Sefficns being begun at the Old Baily the Day be- 
fore, the Bill of Indictment was found; they were 
tried the laſt Day but one of the Seſſions, and up- 
the ſtrongeſt Evidence, condemned to die. Pacter 
behaved with the utmoſt Boldneſs, during the 

whole Trya l; and, refleA'ng upon his former Ap- 
prarance and Bebaviour, it gave me a melancho- 


ly 
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ly Concern to ſee ſuch an Alteration, His preſent 
Diſpoſition and Temper, to be ſure, however, was 
natural, whereas the Sobriety he had formerly af- 
ſumed muſt have been all Hypocriſy and Grimace, 
Packer had a great many Friends ; but his dif- 
orderly Behaviour had ſo incenſed them, that no 
one would ſtir on his Bchalf, and, with the other 
Criminals, he was ſoon after executed at Tyzburn, 
where he would make no Confeſſion, but died in 
an hardened and ſenſeleſs Diſregard to Religion and 
Hereafter. Such was the End of this Man, and, 
notwithſtanding the manifold Injuries I had receiv- 
ed of him, iwas with Pain 1 conſidered myſelf as 
one of the Inftruments of his Pun:ſhment. Mr, 
Diaper was alſo concerned at his Fate, but *twas 
contrary to all the Maxims of Reaſon, Self-defence. 
and Regard to the Public, toendeavour to get him 
a Reprieve, which, otherwiſe, by that Gentle- 
man's numerous Friends, there would have been 
litile Reaſon to doubt. How ſoon his Death fol- 
lowed that of the unhappy Woman he had debauch- 
ed and ruined ! and of which I was a SpeQator ! 
And the Hand of Providence was fo viſible in their 
Puniſhment here, that I hope we may entertain 
an Opinion that Mercy will be extended to them 
in a future State, from that Being who is all For- 
giveneſs and Forbearance, and of whom Mercy is 
one of the'greateſt and moſt ſublime Attributes, 
TI made many Obſervations upon the Behaviour 
of this Man in his laſt Moments. One would be at 
a great Loſs to conceive how a human Creature, 
capable of RefleQion, can work himſelf up into 
ſuch an utter Inſenſibility, at an Hour ſo awful, as 
that of the Separation of the Soul from the Body, 
and launching into the boundleſs, immenſe Ocean 
of Eternity: And yet we ſee daily Inſtances of 
this ſhocking Stupidity, for Stupidity it mult be jn 


ſuch 
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fuch Inſtances as theſe ; where the Wretch has not 
that Innocence and Purity, that Conſciouſneſs of 
having aQted like a rational Creature, and that 
earneſt Hope, that fond Deſire, that Longing after 
Immortality, which fills the Heart, and ſupports the 
Spirits of the juſt Man in his laſt Moments, An- 
nihilation would be more tolerable to them, were 
they to think at all, than a future State of Exiſt- 
ence ; they would feel no ſecret Dread, nor inward 
Horror, of ſinking into Nought ; far from it, the 
Thought would be agreeable. Ignorance, ſuch to- 
tal Ignorance, as I have obſerved, in ſome of the 
loweſt of our Race, may be one Reaſon of the 
Unconcern at a Circumſtance it is poſſible they 
know little of; but may we not rather ſeek for it, 
than in Ignorance, and a falſe Bravery, in the 
Conſolations they receive from the Ordinary, the 
Abſolutions and Promiſes he gives them ? He ad- 
miniſters the Sacraments, and aſſures them of Par- 
don and Remiſſion of Sins, thro' the Merits of 
Chriſt, Nothing can come nearer to the Practices 
of the Roman Catholics, than this artificial Aſſu- 
rance and Comfort given to the Criminal; and I 
think Dr. Mandeville's Scheme would have a better 
Effect, both upon them, and the SpeQators of their 
Exit, when he adviſes not to proſtitute the Sacra- 
ment in that Manner, but to ſuffer them to go full 
of Deſpair, weeping and gnaſhing of Teeth, to the 
Gallows; which, perhaps, would have. a real 
good Effe& upon their Minds, bring them to a 
Senſe of their Condition, and make their Breath- 
ings, and fore Sighings of Heart, an acceptable 
Sacrifice for their Sins. Now, full of the Noti- 
on, that, by ſaying they believe what the Ordi- 
nary tells them, they ſhall be ſaved, adding there- 
| to the facred Ceremonies of the Church, they 

| h | think 
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think they may put on what Appearance ſuits their 
Tempers beſt at the ſhocking Moment, and their 
natural Vanity direQs them to ſuch an one as ſhall 
gain the e Applauſe with the Mob. The 
Ordinary ſhould be honeſt enough to tell them the 
Uncertainty, the evident Uncertainty of their Re- 
pentance being received, when it is deferred to the 
laſt Moment of Life; that Death- bed Repentances 
are not worthy of that 'Term, and that no one can 
be ſaid fincerely to repent, unleſs he has an Op— 
portunity, and docs amend his Life ; that, indeed, 
God is a Being of infinite Mercy, and that he has 
great Confidence, if they are truly ſincere, that 
their Prayers, tho' late, may be received, and 
plead at the Throne of Grace ; and further than 
this he ought not, nor ſhould not, preſume to go. 
The Proſecution we were thus obliged to, of 
theſe Men, took us up a conſiderable Time; and it 
was ſcarce finithed, when a Meſlage was left at m 
Lodgings, that Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharpley were 
arrived in Town ; and that, as they could ſtay but 
a Week at moſt, they begged as much of my 
Company as poſſible, and deſired I would meet 
them that very Evening, at the Standard Tavern 
in Leicefler-fields., I was quite overjoyed at the 
Thoughts of ſeeing theſe two dear Friends, whom 
I loved as much, almoſt, as if they had been my 
Fathers. I could not imagine, however, what 
brought them up to Town, and ſuſpeRed it had 
ſome Relation to my Affairs, or that ſomewhat 
had happened to their Sons, more than ordinary, 
fince I had heard from them: So, full of eager 
ExpeQation, , begging the Favour of Prig's Com- 


pany, I haſted, as ſoon as the Hour came, to the 
Place of Appointment, 
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CHAP, XXXV. 


He meets Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharpley. 
He apologizes for his Friend. Receives an 
Account of Sir Walter's Alteration of Temper, 
and the Difference between bim and the Squire, 

bey bring him a Letter from Fidele. 

Its remarkable Contents. His Rage after pe- 

ruſing it. -They return into Yorkſhire. 

Prig ſets out upon a Fourney, He grows more 

and more melancholy. 


Y Meeting with theſe worthy Gentlemen 
was accompanied with Marks of the fin- 
cereſt Friendſhip and Affection, proceeding from 
the Heart, undefiled with the Grimaces of Com- 
pliment. I introduced Mr. Prig to their Acquaint- 
ance, as a Man I greatly eſteemed, and was 
thanked, on all Sides, for the Favour. After the firſt 
- Civilities were over, I enquired after the Health 
of my Father and Mother, and their Families, 
My Father had ſent me a Letter, by Mr, Sharp- 
ky, in which he informed me, that he and my 
Mother were in perfect Health, but that he was 
ſome what chagrined, at not being able to come up 
to London in leſs than three Months after the 
Time he before had appointed, and which was 
now juſt on expiring ; becauſe the Gentleman, 
who had greateſt Part of his ready Money in his 
Hands, would not be able to call up what he 
thought neceſlary before, He told me, in the 
Concluſion, that, if I had no overbearing Incli- 
nation to ſtay in Town till then, he ſhould be glad 
if I would come into Yorkſhire, and ſpend the in- 
termediate Space of 'Time, between this and his 
ſetting out, to ſee me ſettled in the World, 


'There was no Anſwer to my Requeſt of going 
abroad, 
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abroad, as my Friend Diaper had done, which a 
little ſurprized me, as I had made it in ſo preſſing 
a Manner, Mr. Sharpley had accompanied his 
Friend up to Town, thro' Civility, and principal- 
ly with a Deſire to ſee me, for Mr. Archers Buſi- 
neſs was to execute ſome Commiſſions for his Son, 
who went on at Oporto with great Succeſs. As to 
oung Sharpley, I found he was, at preſent, Second 

E of the Swiftſure, to which he had been 
removed from the Loo, and was now upon the Sta- 
tion of Boſton in New England; of which I took a 
Memorandum, with a Purpoſe to write to him the 
firſt Opportunity, We now began to talk over old 
Affairs, and Mr. Archer was ſurprized, he ſaid, at 
the Step my Friend Diaper had taken, and more 
eſpecially when he underſtood with how much Eaſe 
he might have entered again into Trade, with an 
abſolute Proſpect of retrieving his Circumſtances ; 
to which I replied, That it was no eaſy Matter for 
a Man who has once found himſelf at the End of 
his Wiſhes, but is ſuddenly diſappointed by fome 
unforeſeen Stroke of ill Fortune, to aſſume Spirit 
and Perſeverance ſufficient to Bear the Reflection, 
and the tedious Toil of acquiring, by going over 
again the flow Methods of Indaſtry and Trade, 
what he had leſt; and eſpecially when Love in- 
tervenes, and points out every tedious Path to our 
Wiſhes, as an Injury done to the beloved ObjeQ, 
and to the Completion of our Hopes and FxpeQa- 
tions; and therefore I could eaſily excuſe, from 
my Friend's Youth, and ſanguine Diſpoſition, 
his hazarding himſcli as he had done, ſeeing, 
that if a few Years, in the Employ he had em- 
barked in, were ſpent with the uſual Succeſs thoſe 
Gentlemen meet with, he would find himſelf in 
a better Situation than he could expect to be in, 
after having ſpent his whole Life in Traffic at 
7 I 1 | Home. 
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Home, I even. went ſo far, as to ſay, that, 
ſince ſome cru-1 Difappointments I had myſelf 
met with, Thad much rather venture abroad, than 
ſettle in my Profeſſion in England, where my Am- 
bition would be conſtantly checked by the Idea 
that I had loſt every Thing in the World, that 
could ſerve as a Spur to me to undergo the neceſ- 
ſary Fatigues of Buſineſs ; nor could I farbear ſhed- 
ding Tears at this Concluſion, and the Preſence of 
two Perſons who revived in my Mind all the pain- 
fully pleaſing Tranſactions of my diſaſterous and 
unfortunate Paſſion, They were very much mov- 
ed at this Apoſtrophe of Grief, which naturally led 
them to condole with me on the Loſs of my Lou- 
iſa, which they did in Terms that plainly ſhewed 
me what an Intereſt they took in my Welfare, I 
ſhould, ſays Mr. Archer, have been at a Loſs how 
to have brought this Subje& on the Carpet, know- 
ing the Senſibility you {till have, when it is men- 
tioned, if you had not put me thus upon it; butT 
am able to give you a better Account than you 
have yet received, I believe, of the Death of that 
young Lady, and what happened afterwards m her 
Family, which is ſo much altered, by the Loſs of 
her, that you cannot help being amazed at the Re- 
lation of it. I endeavoured to reſtrain my Tears, 
and beſought him to proceed, which he did, 1n the 
following Manner: Sir Walter was not preſent at 
his Daughter's Death, but was at York with that 
Villain the Squire, in order to the Settlement of 
ſome Affairs previous to the Marriage which he 
had reſolved on between her and that Nephew, 
and which he had tyrannically endeavoured, but in 
. Vain, to procure her Conſent to, and had left her 
with Menaces of all that Diſpleaſure and Rage 
could dictate, if ſhe did not comply, at his Re- 
turn, His Siſter, in ſending him the mourntul 

Tidings, 
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Tidings, let him into ſome Things in Relation to 
the Squire, that immediately induced him to dil- 
card him for ever; and he was ſo touched with 
his Daughter's Loſs, that he could not bear to 
viſit the Place of her Interment, which was in the 
Family Vault at Tauton, where her Mother was 
alſo depoſited ; for Sir Walter's Family, you know, 
was originally of Somerſetſbire, and he has never at- 
tempted to go there ſince ; for his Siſter was fo 
much affected with the Loſs of her Niece, that ſhe 
went ſoon after to France, with an Intent to reſide 
there, the Remairder of her Days, after beſtow- 
ing all the hard Epithets that Grief and Anger could 
ſuggeſt, againſt his Cruelty and Barbarity, He has 
been ever ſince at his Houſe in Yorkſhire, and he is 
ſo altered, that he has quite forſaken his old Diver- 
ſions; and when I waited upon him to take my 
Leave, and told him of my deſigned Rout to Lon- 
don, he ſhed Tears, and ſaid, with a melancholy 
Geſture, that perhaps I might then fee poor Joe, to 
whom he deſired I would give his Love, and tell 
him he was a ſevere Sufferer by what he had acted 
againſt him and his Daughter, his dear Louiſa; 
had I known, continued he, the Worth of that 
Youth, ſo well as I do now, I believe, I ſhould 
have conquered my Averſion to his Alliance with 
my Daughter, whom I was fooliſhly endeavour- 
ing, nay, did ſacrifice, to the Views of one of 
the worſt of Men, whom TI have ſince found out 
to be, in the loweſt Degree, baſe. I can now, 
alas] make no other Recompence, than by aſſur— 
ing him I ſhall ever eſteem him as my own Child; 
and pray tell him, if I can be of any Uſe to him 
in his ee Concerns, neither the Inclination, 
nor the Money, ſhall be wanting. I was fur- 
prized, you may imagine, at ſuch a Declaration; 


and more ſo, when he informed me, that Fidele, 
his 
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his Daughter's Waiting-maid, had yielded to his 
Perſuaſions, and the Deſires of your Mother, to 
quit Mrs, Goodwill, and ſhe is now Sir Walter”s 
Houſe-keeper ; he does nothing without conſult- 
ing her, and endeavours all he can to compen- 
ſate to her for the Loſs of her kind Lady, She 
gave me a Letter for you, when I left the Houſe, 
which I have here brought you. Upon this he 
delivered me the Letter, which I knew to be 
Fidele's Hand, and which I opened haſtily, much 
aſtoniſhed with what had been told me, I found 
it as follows: 


DAR SIR, 


1 Hope you will excuſe the Trouble I am go 
ing to give you, when you know that my 
Obligations to you, and ſome Matters I have to 
relate, of my late excellent Lady, are my Mo- 
tives for writing to you, In the firſt Place, Sir, 
let me return you my unfeigned Thanks, for the 
kind and genteel Treatment I have received of 
Mr. Goodwill and his Lady, fince you placed me 
with them; and the Marks of your Favour and 
Remembrance I received, at ſeveral Times, when 
I was there, which will ever engage the moſt 
grateful Returns that ſhall be in my Power. You 
will be ſurprized when J acquaint you, that I am 
now with my old Maſter, to whoſe preſſing Solli- 
citations, and the Commands of your honoured 
Mother, which I more regarded, I, at laſt, con- 
ſented ; and he has made me ample Amends, by 
placing me at the Head of his Family, where, 
however, I have the continual Pain of reflecting, 
by all the Objects before me, upon our great and 
irreparable Loſs in the Death of my dear young 
Lady, which no body but yourſelf could feel ſo 

tenderly 
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| tenderly as I did. Sir Walter has taken on very 
grievouſly for my Miſtreſs's Loſs, and is ſo changed, 
that, if any one were to ſay an ill Thing of you 
in the Family, he would immediately loſe his Fa- 
vour. I have gathered ſeveral Things from him, 
at Times, which I ſhall acquaint you of, if ever 
I have the Happineſs to ſee you again; but two 
Things I cannot now diſpenſe with myſelf from 
telling you: He has with the utmoſt Concern, 
told me that the Squire led him into a Scheme 
that was, in the End, fatal to Miſs Loui/a, which 
was to propagate a Story in Somerſetſbire, that he 
had killed you in a Duel ; and, after that Report, 
ſhe never held up her Head again, He has like- 
wiſe, ſince that, been informed, by one of the 
Squire's Attendants, of his Uſage of you in the 
Road to Mr. GoodwilPs, and his having attacked 
your Life by Ruffians, near to his own Seat: All 
which conſpired, with his Regard to my Lady's 
Memory, to render him fo diſtaſteful to his Uncle, 
that he has forbid him ever entering his Doors, 
or appearing any where, where he is; and has re- 
ſolved never to give him a Penny more than he 
can help. He is retired to a little Eftate he has 
near Doncaſler, full of Spleen and Reſentment, 
to brood over the Villainies he has committed, and 
the fine Proſpe&s he has loſt. I pray Heaven, 
Sir, to protect and proſper you, and to enable you 
10 overcome your Diſtraction of Mind, From 


Your moſt obliged and affefionate 
bumble Servant, 
FiDELE HEARTWELL, 


The Circumftance of this Letter called up all 
my Griefs afreſh ; and I bemoaned my Loſs in ſo 
tenderly affecting a Manner, mingled, every 
zow and then, with fuch Motions of , and 

OWS 
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Vows of Revenge, againſt the Author of my Un- 
happineſs, that my Friends were at the greateſt 
Loſs how to calm my Tranſports. I even raved 
againſt Sir Walter himſelf, for a blind, ſtupid, 
inſenſible Wretch, who merited ten 'Thouſand 
Tunes more Tortures than he had, or was likely 
to ſuffer z; curſing him, in the bittereſt Terms, 
and wiſhing all the Plagues upon his Head that 
could be mentioned, hoping, with Shakeſpear, 


| a T houſand Knees, 

Ten thouſand Years together, naked, faſting, 
Upon ſome barren Mountain, and ſtill Winter, 
In Storm perpetual, would not move the God. 
To look what Way he was. 


When I had thus vented all that my Dolour and 
Rage could ſuggeſt, I yielded to the Supplications 
of my three Friends, and became more compoſed ; 
but ſtill, every now and then, the filent , Tear 
would trickle down my Cheek, and the burſting 
Sigh rend my very Boſom in Twain. 

We ſpent the Remainder of the Evening in a 
very agreeable Manner ; and, as my Friends 
were not provided with a Lodging, I prevailed 
upon them, the one to acccpt of Part of a Bed 
with me, and the other with Mr. Prig, who was 
quite fmitten with their Converſation, and ear- 
neſtly defired as great a Share of their Company, 
as he could have, during their Stay in Town. 

I could by no Means bring myſelf to go down 
into Yorkſhire ; I was too much diſorder'd, even 
upon the leaſt Mention of my deareſt Louiſa, to 
venture myſelf where every Place, every Face I 
ſaw, would revive all that Flow of Sorrow and 
Anxiety, that was at preſent ſomewhat ſtifled, by 
the Endeavours of my Friends, and my my 
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and the frequent Change of Company and Place, 
I, on Purpoſe, indulged myſelf in; ſo that I wrote 
my Father Word, I would wait in Town for his 
wiſhed-for Arrival; giving him fuch Reaſons for 
my Reſolutzon, as he muſt be very well ſatisfied 
with. —— 

'Twas with great ReluQtance, after ten Days 
Stay in Loydon, in which I conſtantly acccompa- 
nied them and frequently carried them to Mr. 
Diaper's o intry Houſe, who made them hearti- 
ly welcome, as well on his Son's Account as mine, 
that I parted with our two Friends, who having 
finiſhed the Buſineſs that brought them up, to 
their Satisfaction, ſet out for Yorkſbire , and Mr. 
Prig and myſelf accompanied them twenty or 
thirty Miles out of London, where we took a 
very affectionate Farewel. Soon after, I was 
alſo robbed of another agreeable Companion, in 
my Friend Prig, who was obliged to go on a 
Journey, into the Weſt of England, on ſome 
Law Affairs, which he imagined would employ 
him between three and four Months ; and now I 
was left too much to my own Reflections, which 
J indulged in all their baneful Ravages over 
my Soul, and gave Way to all the diſtratting 
Gloom they occaſioned; whole Days I uſed to 
ſhut myſelf up in my Chamber, and give a Looſe 
to my Complaint: and Tears, for the Death of 
my poer Louiſa, wiiole lovely Image was ever 
before my Eyes, and whoſe Accents hung upon 
my Fars. Mr. Deacon took Notice of this Al- 
teration, with Concern, and begun to call more 
frequently upon me, and took me out to his So- 
cieties, where, indeed, ſometimes the very co- 
mical Abſurdity of the Company would draw a 
Smile from me, and chace away an uneaſy 
Thought ; but I wanted my dear Diaper, whoſe 
kind Reaſonings, and eonſoling Arguments, could 


only 


24 The Life and Adventures 


only have been effectual enough to have made 
me more patient and eaſy, In ſhort, I began to 
be a Torment to myſelf, and a Pain every 
body about me. rs 


K 


CHAP. XXXVI. 


He takes to Drinking. —Mr. Deacon diet, by 
which he is involved in a fad Scrape —He is 
arreſted. Carried to the Spunging-houſe.— 
His Treatment there.—Removes himſelf, by Ha- 
beas Corpus, to the Fleet, —His Motives for 


doing /o. 
i ſtupid Languor of my Mind, and the 


continual Perturbation of my Spirits, which 
were inc ſſantly haraſſed in this Manner, at length 
| brought me into a State of downright Inſenſibili- 
ty; and I went, as it were, mechanically, to 
ſome Club or other, every Evening, where I 
contracted a Habit of Drinking, than which no- 
thing could be more low and degrading, I ran 
into the Strain of their Diſcourſe, and felt a Kind 
of Relief from myſelf, and a Pleaſure in ſaying 
Things nothing at all to the Purpoſe ; and, when 
Wine or Beer could not ſuffice to lay my Unea- 
ſineſs, I had Recourſe to Drams, which grew ſo 
habitual to me, that I kept a private Bottle in 
my Chamber; to which I uſed to apply fo fre- 
quently, that it was a Mercy I did not kill my- 
ſelf. Could any, Creature be more fallen ! but, 
in ſhort, Ambition, and every other Incentive to 
Life, and Praiſe-worthy Actions, were defun@ 
in me; and in the ſole Reflection that I had loſt 
Louiſa, I was dead to any Acquiſition of Name, 


Fortune, or, Happineſs. |, Oh f how, wretched a 
5 J . 1 {WECUCTRON 
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Situation was this ! and the Force of theſe 
helliſh Cordials, ſoon expired, left me in a 
worſe State than before, which could only be 
mended by a Repetition of the ſame fictit ious 
Spirits, 

I was thus loſt, when, one Morning, poor 
Mr. Deacon, who, as I ſaid before, was too great 
a Votary to the Bottle, dropped down dead in 
his Compting-houſe, with a ſudden Fit of the 
Apoplexy : He had received ſome Intimations 
before, that he was going to be ſubject to that 
dreadful Diſorder, and had reſolved, over and 
over, to drink leſs than he uſed to da; but had 
not had Power enough to break his Habit of 
Evening Debauches, to which he thus fell a Sa- 
crifice. 

I was much concerned at the Death of ſo 
worthy a Man, who was a perfe& Adorer of 
my Father, and, on that Account, had been a 
good Friend to me; but I ſoon found, to my 
Coft, that, by a Piece of Imprudence we had 
both been guilty of, I was like to be a greater 
Sufferer by his Deceaſe, than I was firſt aware 
of, . 
Mr. Deacon, about two Months ſince, had a 
very large Demand for Money; and his Affairs 
were ſo ſituated, at that Time, that he could not 
command ſo much as he wanted, by 600/. His 
Friendſhip with my Fahter, and that which ſub- 
ſiſted hetween him and me, made all his Concerns 
known to me; and I fooliſhly offered to give 
him my Note for ſo much, which, as I was well 
known to have ſerved my Time to Mr. Draper, 
and to be going into Trade for myſelf, and my 
Father to be a Man in very good Circumſtances, 
he might eaſily get the Sum he wanted upon: 


This, tho' an Affair that ought to be very cauti- 
Vor. II. Ws ouſly 
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ouſly tranſacted, was what I had known to be 
very common 1n the City, upon ſuch Emergen- 
cies; and I did not doubt Mr. Deacon's Ho- 
nour, who was rich, and who promiſed me to 
take it up, before it came due; ſo that I took 
no counter Security from him, and confided en- 
tirely in his Integrity and Diſcretion, forgetting 
the excellent Maxims I had imbibed in my Ap- 
prenticeſhip, of leaving nothing of that Nature 
to Chance, or the Accidents of Death or Sick- 
neſs. Mr. Deacon was, I am perſuaded, a very 
honeſt Man ; but, ſomehow or other, not being 
able to take up my Note, as ſoon as due, had 
called on the Perfon who had it in his Poſſeſſion, 
and made him eaſy, by appointing a Time of 
Payment; ſo that I thought the Affair quite over, 
when his ſudden Death betrayed me to that he 
had not paid it, and it was ſtill in the ſame 
Hands : What to do I could not tell; I waited 
on Mr. Deacon's Brother, who was his ſole Heir 
and Executor ; but being a mercenary, ſelfiſh 
Wretch, he pretended his Brother had left no 
Minute of the Aﬀair any where amongſt his 
Books and Papers ; and flatly refuſed to believe 
what I related, or to pay me the Money; and, 
after all I could ſay, I was forced to leave him, 
venting ſuch Reproaches only, as my Anger and 
Reſentment dictated to me to make Uſe of. I 
thought this as mortifying a Stroke as any Man 
could meet with, thus to be trapped, before he 
begun the World, by his Good-nature and Gra- 
titude, out of 600 J. beſides, I had not the Mo- 
ney to pay it, and my Reputation was likely to 
Mier upon the Occaſion. I was quite aſhamed 
to mention it to Mr. Draper ; and, as to my 
Father, I reſolved, if I could not get Time for 

the 
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the Payment, to undcrgo any Thing, rather than 
make him acquainted with it; and itwas a great 
Misfortune to.me, that Prig was out of Town, 
who was moſt capable of adviſing me in ſuch an 
Affair; for, as to the Clerk he had teft in his 
Chambers, he was a mere Green-born, I was 
reſolved therefore to keep out of the Way, 
as the Perſon who had the Note was very vo- 
ciferous in demanding the Money; fo that I 
did not ſtir from my Lodgings for near a Fort- 
night; but, as ill Luck would have it, I ex- 
pected one Morning a Porter from an Ins, with 
ſame Preſents from Mr. Goodwill, which I was 
obliged in Civility, to receive; and, in the In- 
terim, the Maid of the Houſe came up to my 
Chamber, to let me know a Porter below had 
brought me a, Letter, and ſomething in a Baſket, 
whom J immediately ordered up; but my Blood 
was congealed in my Veins almoſt, when, pre- 
ſenting the Letter, which was all a Sham, he told 
me he had a Warrant againſt me, at the Suit of 
Mr. Fulture, the Money-ſcrivener; and, imme- 
diately, three or four more villainous Counte- 
nances, ſans ceremonie, bounced into the Apart- 
ment. 1 found it was as vain, as imprudent to 
reſiſt, and, putting on a tranquil Air, deſired to 
know where they Propoſed to carry me ? Sir, re- 
plies the Chief of them, my  Lock-up Houſe is 
in. Gray's-Inn-Lane, where you will be as much 
at your Eaſe as at Home ; ſo, ordering a Coach 
to be called, and giving proper Directions to my 
Landlord, it any body enquired, 1 ſuffered my- 
ſelf to be pads, to the atpreſaid Place of /alva 
Cuſtodia. 1 was put at my Rntrance, into a 
Room, 12 were ſeveral - Priſoners of both 
Sexes, ſome airily ſinging and talking, others 
ſtupid, and full of Deſpair at their Misfortunes ; 

but all ſeemingly agreed in this, that Drinking 
C 2 was 
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was a Cure for their Maladies. As ſoon as the 
Officer had left me, one of them advanced, and 
very facetiouſly welcomed me to my new Quar- 
ters, where he ſaid he had been ſeveral Times; 
and ſeeing me look ſomewhat dull, bid me not 
mind it, one half of the World had been there 
already, and the other muſt come there ſoon ; 
come, Sir, we muſt have your Footing, and, 
when your GalPs a little broke, you'll be eaſy. 
] aſked him what he meant by my Footing ? 
Only Two and Sixpence for a Bowl of Punch, 
which is what we all pay at our Entrance into 
this noble Society, Sir, and you look too much 
like a Gentleman to diſpute the Cuſtom. I im- 
mediately gave him the Two and Sixpence, and 
a Bowl was brought in, which was ſoon ſucked 
vp by my Aſſociates, who then became very cu- 
rious and inquiſitive to know my Buſineſs, and 
the Occaſion of my being kum'd, as they called 
my being arreſted. I h.d no Mind to ſatisfy them, 
nor indeed, did I reliſh their Company, but im- 
mediately had a Meſſenger called, to ſend a Note 
by to Mr. Briſk, Mr. Prig's Clerk, that I might 
have a little Advice, Mean Time the Officer had 
intimated to the Keeper of the Houſe, that I was 
a warm Hand, and fluſh of Cole, as I aftcrwards 
heard; ſo. that he came with a great many Bows 
and Scrapes, and told me, if I pleaſed, I might 
have a Room to myſelf, if I did not chooſe ſo much 
Company. 1 told him I had much rather be alone; 
ſo, taking Leave of my new Acquaintance, he 
uſhered me into an Apartment up two Pair of 
Stairs, where he locked me in, and left me to my 
Meditations. I was, indeed, harraſſed by my un- 
eaſy Thoughts, to ſome Purpoſe, and never was 
ſeen ſo forlorn a Wretch; my former Sufferings and 
my preſent Diſtreſs combincd together, to render 

me 
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me exquiſitely unhappy. I had now the Idea of 
the Pain and Regrets 1 ſhould give my Father, 
whoſe Reproaches, for my Want of Conduct and 
Prudence, were ever in my Ears, and made me 
perfealy diſtracted: At length Mr. Briſk came, 
who relieved me from my preſent Perturbation by 
his Preſence, He wiſhed his Maiter had been at 
Home, who, by backing the Warrant, would 
have given me Time to put in Bail; but as that 
could not now be done, conſidering the exorbitant 
Fxpence 1 muſt be at where I was, he adviſed me 
to remove myſelf to the Fleet, till he came to 
Town, which, in the End would ſave me Money; 
and he gave me ſuch an Idea of that Priſon, that I 
could not help thinking it far preferable to the 
Dungeon Life I led at preſent, and was likely to 
do, it I continued at the Spunging-houſe any longer ; 
ſo I agreed to what he ſaid, and gave him. the ne- 
ceſſary Money to procure me an Habeas Corpus for 
my Removal. I had luckily above twenty Gui- 
neas by me at the Time of my Arreſt, which in 
ſome Meaſure ſupported my Spirits; and now I had 
taken my Reſolution, methought J was eaſter, 
when the Officer came into my Apartment, to 
whom I imparted what I had done. He ſeemed 
quite chagrined, and put on a Deal of Ill- humour 
upon it, no Doubt expecting me to renew the 
Writ, and, for the Sake of avoiding a Goal, ply 
him continually with Civility-money, to permit me 
to remain where I was. He ſaid the Plaintiff 
would take any Bail, and was ſurprized I would 
go to the Fleet, which he repreſented in the mot 
ſhocking Colours to me; but I was prepared for 
him, and the four and twenty Hours not being ex- 
pired, I knew he could not carry me to the County 
Goal, Newgate, before my Habeas Corpus would be 
taken out, and then I was ſecure from the diſap- 
pointed Rage of theſe inhuman Gentry ; Howe- 
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ver, my Good nature operated fo ſtrongly, that I 
gave him Half a Guinea, at which bis Brow began 
to ſmooth; and aſſuming another Tone, he told 
me he would do any Thing to ſerve me; that 
was happy to have fallen into his Hands, who 
was a Gentleman that had been reduced, by 
Misfortunes, to accept of his prelent Employ ; that 
many of his Brethren would have carried me to 
Newgate, upon the firſt Mention of an Habeas ; 
but as to him, he was a Man who did not love 
to prey upon Gentlemen under Trouble, All 
that he faid was hacked by the Man of the 
Houſe; and I could not help calling for a Bowl 
of Punch, to reward them for their Civility. At 
Night T went to Bed, about Ten o' Clock, but 
flept little; and about Ten the next Morning, 
Mr, Br;/# brought me News, my Habeas would be 
ready at Night, which made me very eaſy, for I 
longed to be in a State of more Libetty. As ſoon 
as he was gone, the Officer came in, and, taking 
me aſide, told me he believed the Plaintiff was a 
four ill-tempered Fellow; and, if I would give 
him five Guineas, he'd put in Bail above, that 
ſhould juſtify their being worth 10,000/, tho? one 
was a Brecom-ſtick-maker, and I might go about 
my Buſineſs, where I would ; but that, if I was 
obliged to ſtay publickly in London, I might clap 
in a Writ of Error, and fight him off for a 
Twelvemonth. I was aſtoniſhed at the Roguery 
of this Sett of Men ; and, tho? it was not proper 
for me to reprove him, I conceived ſo hearty a Diſ- 
like to theſe wicked, incroaching Inſtruments of 
the Law, that I would ſooner ſuffer an Injury at 
any Time, than employ them : To both Plaintiff 
and Priſoner they will be equally unjuſt ! Gain is 
the God they worſhip ! and I'll venture to ſay, 
There is not one in an Hundred that has either 
Honour or Honeſty. 4 
(4 
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At Night I experienced the Extortion of ſuch 
infernal Houſes, and was charged three Shillings 
for my Bed, two Shillings for Firing, and five 
Shillings extraordinary, for occupying the Room 
by myſelf; which, with what my Dinners, Sup- 
pers, and Liquors, came to, in their Way of 
Reckoning, amounted for the Day and an Half 1 
ſtaid there, to forty Shillings, and upwards, be- 

ſides the Half Guinea I gave the Officer : Yet 
this is ſuffered in a Country ſubje& to the beſt 
Laws, and where we boaſt ſo much of our Liberty, 
and the Privileges of Engliſhmen / 

Mr. Briſt, a Tip/taff, and the Bailiff, attended 
me to a Judge's Chambers, from whence, the u- 
ſual Forms complied with, we were ſet down at 
the Priſon-gate about nine of Clock at Night, and 
were immediately uſher'd into the Lodge, where a 
rough-hewn Fellow, ſtaring me full in the Face, 
and ſeeming to devour me with his Eyes, demand- 
ed two Shillings as his Fee, telling me, he was 
the Head-turnkey : I complied with his Demand, 
being adviſed before by Briſt, as alſo in paying u 
Compliment of a Bottle of Wine to the reſt of hi; 
Collegues, who welcomed me to the College, as 
they called it, with great Mirth and Jollity. I al- 
ſo paid the Maſter's Side-fee, and had a Room 
promiſed me that very Night at the Rate of Two 
Shillings and Six-pence per Week, ready fur- 
nifhed. | 

[ was the more ready to go the Fleet, from the 
Conſideration that I ſhould there be more ſecret 
than at a Spunging-houſe, and had conceived a No- 
tion that it was a Place where few People of Con- 
ſequence were ſeen to enter; but in this 1 was miſ- 
taken, I afterwards found ; for a Fair, compara- 
tively ſpeaking, conld not have a greater Reſort 
of Perſons of all Sorts than this Place, where I 
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was = Minute known by ſome body or other. 
Again, I imagined, when my Father came to 

' London, and ſaw me there, he would be more rea- 
dy, after ſuch a faux pas, as I had been guilty of, 

to gratify my Inclination of going abroad. I 
thought I had Money enough to ſubſiſt me till his 

Arrival, for I had been informed, that every 

Thing was very cheap in this Place, and that a 

Man could find few Opportunities of ſpending Mo- 
ney there; in which I was alſo deceived, as the 

Sequel will demonſtrate ; for I believe, by ſuch a 

Number of People, more Money is hardly ever 
{pent abroad, there not only being all the Incen- 
tives to Luxury and Extravagance, but almoſt an 

Obligation to comply with them: However, I 
was now in it, and it was in vain to think of a ſud- 
den Retreat: fo, following Air. Briſs, we enter- 
ed the Houſe, and were introduced to a pretty 
commodious Coffee- room, where, at ſeveral Tables, 
were many well dreſſed Perſons, regaling them- 
{-:ves with Variety of Liquors. 


CHAP. XXXVII. 


He is painted in the Coffee-room: Adjourns ts 
the Fleet-cellar. Humourous Appearance of the 
Gueſts there. Hears a Character of Sp: culiſt. 

Enters his new Apartment. — Deſcription of 

it. Cbaradier of the Place in general. Divers 

Refleflions, —He joins with an Ordinary. 


E had not been ſerved with the Bowl of 
Punch we called for, before ſeveral Fel- 
lows, moſt of whom I had taken Notice of in the 
Lodge, came in, one after another, upon diffe- 
rent Etrands, and ſtaring me for ſome Time 'ear- 


-neſtly in the Face, and ſeeming to meaſure my 
very 
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very Height, went out again: I expreſſed my 
Suprize at ſuch Treatment, at which the Gen- 
tlemen, who were moſt of them Priſoners, I 
found, ſeemed very much diverted, and inform- 
ed me, they came to paint me, by whieh I after- 
wards underſtood was meant to take ſuch an Ob- 
ſervation of my Perſon and Features, as might 
make me known to them, if ever I came to the 
Jig, for ſo they call one of the inner Gates of the 
Priſon ; and, indeed without ſome ſuch Obſerva- 
tion, it would be impoſſible to prevent Eſcapes 
amongſt ſuch a Number of People as are here con- 
fined. Theſe Fellows ſerve the Warden alſo as Kind 
of Delatores,, and are his Intelligencers of every 
Thing that paſſes in the Inſide of the Place. The 
Man, that kept the Coffee-room, being a very pragma- 
tical, ſaucy Fellow; we agreed to adjourn to another 
Scene, and ſee what Entertainment we could meet 
with in the Tap or Cellar, to which we deſcended 
by a Staircaſe ; and upon my Entrance, from the 
Blackneſs and Darkneſs of the Walls,. and the low 
Ceilings, I imagined I was entering the Temple of 
Moloch, and at the Buz and promiſcuous Noiſe of 
the Gueſts and the Drawers, put me in Mind of 
the Hurry and Confuſion between Decks in a firſt 
Rate Man of War. Such a motley Crew of jovial 
Beings, ſure, never were ſeen any where elſe; for 
my Part, I forgot I was in a Place of Confine- 
ment, and began to think I wasentering Tom King's, 
or a Booth in Bartholomew Fair: Some were in ſe- 
rious Debate on Matters of high Import, as how 
to circumvent their Creditors, and eſcape the Jaws 
of the Gaol: others were curſing the remorſeleſs 
Wretches, who had ſuffered them to linger out fo 
many Years in Miſery and Diſtreſs, without an 
View or Proſpe&, but that of ſatiating their Inhu- 
manity. Many were dancing from Box to Box, 
with all the Antics of Madmen ; and theſe I ſoon 
C5 diſcovered 
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diſcovered were the Wits, who cauſed redoubled 
Pearls of Laughter at every Thing they ſaid or 
did. Some were drunk, others half drunk and 
nn. ſome eating, ſome drinking, and, in 
hort, wherever you caſt your Eyes, you diſcover- 
ed little that could beſpeak the ObjeAs of your 
View at all touched with their Conditions. The 
Landlord, perceiving that we were Strangers, ac- 
commodated us with a Box, aſter ſome little Time, 
and we called for a Tankard of Beer; and preſent- 
ly all the Company was up in Arms (o ſde the 
new Priſoner, and many, with a fajniliat Air, 
ſhook me by the Hand, and told me, they were 
glad to ſee me there, where, if I had Money, I 
might live as well as ever 1 did in my Life. This 
as tireſome to me, and Briſk, having been there 

efore, aſked, if we could not procure a Room? 
Upon which we were ſhewed to one, which was 
as handſome as one in a Tavern, in which were 
only two grave-looking Gentlemen, who I found 
were alſo Priſoners ; one of them Sir William Failer, 
a Baronet, and the other Dr. Diagneſtic, a Phyſi- 
cian, who both appeared to be Men of Senſe, and 
expreſſed a great Concern at ſeeing me there. We 
called for a Bottle of Wine, and had fome {mall 
Matter for Supper, which was brought in by a 
Man Cook, who was as great an Oddity in Per- 
ſon and Behaviour, as ever I had ſeen. Sir Wil- 
liam and the Doctor drank with us, at my Requeſt, 
and entertained us with the Hiſtory of the Place, 
and the Character of the chief Perſons in it; and, 
a monſt the reſt, told me, there was one Mr. Spe- 
culiſt, who was a very clever Man, but had be- 
haved fo arrogantly and overbearingly, that he 
was univerſally deſpiſed by all his Fellow-priſoners 
in general, Then they cautioned me againſt lend- 
ing Mcney, and adviſed me to keep as much above 
Stairs n my own Apartment as poſſible, vn! 

OU 
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ſhould find more for my Peace and Comfort than 
being below, where they were perpetually invol- 


ved in Broils and Factions. The Reckoning 


coming to be paid between the Baronet and the 
Phyſician, I perceived they were at a Kind of a 
Plunge, not having enough about them, and both 
pretending to be angry at the Trouble of going to 
their Rooms for more; upon which Sir Willam 
ſaid, he would ſee if he could find any body in 
the Tap- room that would oblige him, and prevent 
his Journey; ſeeing this, and thinking them very 
honeſt Gentlemen, I pulled out a Crown and beg- 
ged they would not be at a Loſs, ſince I could 
oblige them: With ſome Difficulty they accepted 
the Favour, promiſing Payment next Morning; 
but I never heard of it again, and ſoon after found 
they were notorious, both of them, for borrow- 
ing, and never returning what they borrowed. 
This indeed is the Curſe of this Place, and a Man 
ſhould never carry about him more than enough 
for his own Uſe ; for, if he does, he's ſure to have 
Cuſtomers enough to make it away to, At Ten, 
Briſk was obliged to depart, when the tremendous 
Cry of, Who goes out? was bauled forth by the 
Watchmen, and ſoon after the Chamberlain, with 
a Pair of Sheets on his Arm, ſummoned me to ex- 
plore my new Apartment. Gueſs my Surprize, 
when paſling thro' a narrow Kind of Paſſage, which 
ſtunk moſt abominably, and which I underſtood 
afterwards was called Mount Scoundrel, I was in 
troduced to a little Room, that I preſume had 
been, ſome twenty Years before, white-waſhed, 
but now was ſo black, and the Walls ſo decayed, 
that the Light pervaded it in ſeveral Places, and, 
at the Top, I had thro? ſeveral Cracks a clear View 
of the azure Sky : A ſordid Bed, covered with 
Horſe-cloths rather than Blankets, and a Rug that 
had received many a gorgeous party-coloured 
| | | Patch, 
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Patch, which ſeemed to ſpeak Variety of Wretched- 
neſs ; a Grate, conſiſting of three worn-out crooked 
Bars; a Chair or two without Backs, and a Table, 
which, of a Foot, was lame, and 


T bruft between the limping Leg a ſberd; 
So was the mended Board exafily rear d-: 


compoſed the Furniture. I expreſſed my Diſcon- 
tent to the Chamberlain, who, ſcratching his Head, 
with a burleſque Air, told me, few Gentlemen had 
a better Room at firſt ; but, no doubt, when I be- 
came acquainted with the Cuſtom of that Place, 
I might remove more to my Satisfaction. I found 
by this I had made a Miſtake ; ſo I tipped him 
Half a Crown, and promiſed him half a Guinea 
more, if I could have a better on the Morrow : 
He bowed, and very obligingly told me, he would 
ſee what he could do for me. 

The next Morning I roſe early, not having 
ſlept the whole Night, partly from the Badneſs of 
my Lodging, and partly from the inceſſant Noiſes 
ot drunken diſorderly Priſoners, who all Night 
long raked about and quarrelled in the adjacent 
Galleries. Now to explore my Priſon, and indeed a 
more gloomy Proſpect, methought, I had never 
ſeen before. I was met by the DoQtor I had ſup- 
ped with the over Night, who ſhewed me all its 
Avenues, and read me a long LeQure, to convince 
me how neceſſary Exerciſe was in this Place to 
preſerve Health; particularly recommending Fives 
for that Purpoſe, at which I ſoon underſtood 
the Doctor was a Dabſter, and partly got his Liv- 
ing by it. | 

To a thinking Man, who exerciſes his reaſon- 
ing Faculties, nothing can be more irkſome than 
ſuch a miſerable State of Exiſtence as this in a 
Goal, and however Neceſſity, or Avarice and 
Diſhoneſty, may form a Kind of artificial 1 

an 
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and Tranquillity in ſome Breaſts, yet Signs of 
Horror and Regret will ſometimes break forth 
from them, whether they give Way to it or no. 
Can there be a more horrible Situation, than to 
labour under this civi Impe aiment, and to reflect 
that you are cut off from the Race of Mankind, 
as a N of your Neighbour's Property, and 
as it were buried quick from all Remembrance 
Dreadful IJ hought | which can be equalled by 
none but thoſe of the remorſeleſs Crediter, who 
under the Sanction of Laws, too much abuſed, 
ſhall daily, hourly, become the Tortures of ſome 
unhappy honeſt Family, whoſe Misfortunes only 
have rendered them inſolvent : Yet ſuch there 
are, who, in our Church Service every Day till 
repeat, Forgive us our Debts, as we forgive our 
Debtors, Blaſphemous Impiety ! execrable Mur- 
derers ! wiſely has the Legiſlature, from Time to 
Time, relieved, at certain Periods, the ſuffering 
guiltleſs Creature from theſe mercileſs Bonds | 

In the Fleet, I found Perſons of all Ranks, all 
Profeſſions, and almoſt all Religions, and there 
can be no Loſs of agreeable Companions for Men 
of every Taſte. Some have taken Shelter here 
to ſave the Fortunes for themſelves or their Heirs, 
which ought to be given up to the ruined Credi- 
tors ; numberleſs Families ſuffering by ſuch Vil- 
lainies ; Others have been caught, and fixed here, 
after a Train of ſucceſsful Rogueries, bringing in 
the Spoils of Hundreds ; but the greateſt Number 
are thoſe unhappy Ones I hinted at before, whoſe 
Caſe is greatly, ſincerely to be pitied. "The honeſt 
Man here droops and pines, Deſpair and Death 
are ſeen in his Face, and he deplores his Misfor- 
tunes! The others lole in a Round of Drinking, 
Riot, and Debauchery, all Senſe of Shame and 
all Compunction tor their Crimes, and make their 
Priſon a veritable Hel] to thoſe about them, more 
ſerious, more compoled, 
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Juſt Heaven ! when will the bliſsful Time ar- 
rive, that Man, thy Subſtitute below, ſhall ceaſe 
to tear and rend his Fellow-creature ! ſhall ceaſe 
to be deſigning, cruel, baſe, and ad in every 
Thing conſiſtent with his Nature and his Make! 
Lions, their Fellow-lions ne'er devour, and Ti- 
gers love their Kind ! Fach Savage, prouling 
thro? the howling Deſart, with fiery Eyes and 
baneful Glare, in Search of needful Prey, till 
ſpares his Likeneſs, wars not on his Brother ; but 
Man, ungrateful for the every Bleſſing thou haſt 
on him beſtowed, with ruthleſs Ravages deforms 
his Soul, and triumphs in his Neighbour's Wretch- 
_edneſs ; nor feels the pitying Thought, nor ſheds 
the melting Tear, for other's Woes ! 

When Dinner time arrived, Sir William ac- 
coſted me upon the Bare, acquainting me, there 
was a very good Ordinary in the Cellar, at "which 
himfelf, with ſome other very ſociable Gentle- 
men, uſually dined, and hoped, that I would let 
them have the Pleaſure of my Company to Din- 
ner. I, for my Part, had neither Thought of 
Eating or Drinking yet, and was taken up in 
many melancholy RefleQions upon my forlorn 
Eſtate, and the Unhappineſs and the Succeſſion of 
Misfortunes that ſeemed to attend me, at ever 
Step in Life ; but this Invitation awaked me from 
my Reverie, and .made me perceive the Calls of 
Nature were ſtrongly ſtruggling within me, and 
I attended him to a Room in the Cellar, where 
our Meal was elegant and cheap, and the Com- 
pany really deſerved Encomium ; ſave that Wit 
had here unbounded Licence, and ſhook off all 
the Reſtraints of Modeſty and Decency, How- 
ever, I was not diſpoſed to be very Cynical, and 
promiſed to dine there every Day, ſo long as the 


ſame good Company frequented it. 
CHAP, 
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CH H P. AAXVIUL « 


Gets another Apartment. Meets Speculiſt.— Be- 

comes extravagant. Loſes Money at Fives. 
is quarrelled with at the Dragon-Club.— 
Fights his Antagontſt upon the Bare, and beats 
him I in great Diſtreſs, Makes away 
with bis Clotbes by Degrees. 


EXT Morning, the Chamberlain, eager to 
handle the Halt-ptece I had offered him, 
helped me to an airy and commodious Room 
fronting the Bare, where I gave a little Treat to 
Sir William, the Doflor, and two or three other 
Members of the Ordinary. I was going up to it 
in the Afternoon, when I met, at the End of the 
Gallery, Speculiſt, full-butt, who made a Stand, 
and burſt out into an immoderate Fit of Laugh- 
fer, crying out Mr. Thompſon, whoever thought 
of feeing you at College ! Come, my Friend, let 
us ſacrifice all our old Animoſities, and, ſince 
Fortune has put us into the ſame Situation, let's 
live as fociable as we can, and endeavour to do 
one another all the little Services that are requiſite 
in this Place. I was not Proof againſt the good 
Humour with which he uttezed this, and gave him 
my Hand; for I thought it in vain to ſtand out, 
as every Minute would fling us in one another's 
Way, and I was ever an Enemy to an implacable 
Temper ; tho? I ſilently reſolved in myſelf to keep 
as great a Diſtance as I well could, and to con- 
verſe with him in the moſt cautious Manner, So 
I went with him to his Room, which was on the 
ſame Floor, after he had viſited mine, which LI 
found to be one of the beſt in the Houſe, and ſu- 
perbly furniſhed, Here I drank a Dram with him, 


and 


40 The Life and Adventures 


and parted. I ſoon found I had got into a Set 
of Company that made it impoſſible for me to live 
frugally, and, tho? our Eating daily was fo rea- 
ſonable, yet the Want of ſomething elſe to em- 
ploy Time, and the vivacious Mirth of the Ta— 
ble, generally kept us over the Bottle or Bowl 
till pretty late, and I ſoon got an Habit of going 
to the Clubs that were held almoſt in every Part 
of the Priſon, where I ſeldom came off for leſs 
than Half a Crown at a Sitting, and ſometimes 
not for double the Money. 1 engaged allo at 
Fives, very frequently, which fleeced me of a 
good deal of Money, having generally my Ma- 
ſters in the Game to deal with ; ſo that my ſmall 
Stock in leſs than ſix Weeks Time was pretty 
much exhauſted, and I began to fear it would not 
laſt me fo long as was needful ; which gave me 
the bittereſt Pangs, as I ſaw daily Inſtances of the 
exceſſive Milery of Poverty in this Priſon, where 
Money, and Money only, engages Reſpe&, and 
the Services and Civilities of your Eellow-priſo- 
ners. I admitted of no Viſits, but Bris, ho 
I made promiſe not to let his Maſter know where 
I was till he came to Town; and as to my Fa- 
ther and Mr. Diaper, I wrote to them as uſual, ſo 
that they had no Suſpicion of what had happened. 
I was here in a conſtant Round of Company and 
Diverſions, of one Sort or another, which I eager- 
ly purſued, fearing the Return of my Griefs and 
melancholy Deſpondency, if I indulged in the 
leaſt my Reflections on my deareſt Louiſa, who 
ſtill was uppermoſt, when I did not uſe Art to 
ſtifle my Remembrance of her. . Things were in 
this Situation, when one Evening, at the Dragon- 
club in the Cellar, I had a Diſpute with Captain 
Bully, late an Officer in a marching Reigment, 
who attacked me very uncivilly, for having ſaid, 
that Swearing in common Converſation was a very 

ungentle- 
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ungentleman-like Behaviour. The Captain was 
a Brute and a Blockhead; but had reigned 
Conqueror in all the Athletic Trials of Skill he 
had been engaged in, ſo that he was the Terror, 
and, at the ſame Time, the May-game of all his 
Fellow- priſoners. Damn you, Sir, ſays he, who 
made you a Reformer here? I will ſwear, Sir, 
and I am a Gentleman, that my Commiſſion will 
declare. Captain, I replied, I meant nothing per- 
ſonal, but ſtill T muſt inſiſt on what I ſaid before, 
and am ſorry to lee there is any body ſo ſtupid as 
to contradict me. Stupid | G-d d--n me, what do 
you mean by that ? No more ſtupid, than your- 
ſelf ; I believe I have had as good Education too, 
and will read Greek with you, or any Thing elle, 
for what you dare ; at this the whole Company 
fell into a Laugh, which encouraged me to Jay 
him a Wager that he could not read Engi. A 
Book was brought, and he attempted to read, but 
the Wager was given againſt him; and, upon my 
ſaying ſomewhat further, he took up a Glaſs, and 
flung it full at me, which, by ducking my Head, 
avoided, and challenged me out upon the Bare. 
I had no Mind for this porterly Exereiſe, but, as 
amongſt School- boys, ſo here I was ſenſible a Man 
would be piſſed upon by every one that refuſed 
ſuch a Challenge ; ſo, being heartened by all pre- 
ſent, I ſtripped, and went to the Field of AQtion, 
where my Antagoniſt was gone before me. Spe- 
culiſt, upon this Occaſion, behaved exceeding 
well, and inſiſted upon being my Second. A 
Ring was formed, and now, being ſtripped in 
Buff, we ſtood for ſome Time lowering Defiance 
at each other, like two furious Bulls contending 
for the Maſterſhip of the Paſture. At length we 
advance with more than mortal Fury, and 
the reſounding Blows thunder upon our Breaſts 
with repeated Force, My Antagoniſt ar 
| _foun 
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found was inferior to me in Strength, but ſuperior 
in Skill; upon which I endeavoured to cloſe 
with him, but all in vain; he baffled my 
every Attempt, and a Blow, I received over my 
mples, ſent me ſenſeleſs to the Earth; but, 
ſogn recovered, I fought aloof till I had gained 
Bfeath, when, darting at once Head and Hands 
into the Pit of his Stomach, I laid him ſprawling, 
nd, to complete the Stroke, fell with all my 
Veight upon him. It was ſome Time before he 
ame to himſelf, but ſo diſmayed and weakened 
ith his unlocked for Fall, that now I cloſed 
with him with Eaſe, but did not at firſt put forth 
my utmoſt Strength ; and preſently the fanguina- 
ry Streams ran from all Parts of our Bodies, and 
Viflory ſeemed to hover in Suſpence to whom ſhe 
ſhould give the Day; when, ſuddenly, graſping 
him cloſely in my Arms, I raiſed him up, as Her- 
cules did Anteus, and daſhed him with ſuch Force 
to the Ground, that he lay without Senſe and 
Motion, nor could again reſume the Fight. The 
Croud around hailed my Conqueſt with loud 
Shouts, and rung my Praiſes through the Bare; 
ſome ſhook me by the Hand, others clapped me 
upon the Back, and all expreſſed the higheſt Sa- 
tisfaction to behold the haughty Bully thus diſcom- 
fited, and Heockly in the Hole, and Tottenham-Court, 
yieldedthe Day to invincible Yorkſbire, My Bruiſes 
were not very troubleſome, and I ſoon recover-. 
ed my priſtine Vigour, and could now walk or talk 
without Moleſtation, all my Fellow-priſoners al- 
lowing me a Cock of the Game. : 
I fell ſoon from this Height into the moſt dire- 
ful Diftrels; my Money was gone, and now ! 
employed, for ſome Time, one of the Runners 
to carry, from Time to Time, my Clothes, 
Waich, and other valuable Things, to the Pawn- 
brokers, to ſupport Life, I had moſt of my 
Things 
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Things from my Lodgings, and a few Weeks 
ſtripped me to one Coat, two Shirts, a Pair of 
Breeches, Stockings, and Shoes ; but ſtill 1 kept 
up ſome Appearances, and frequented the uſual 
Clubs. I was obliged to refrain even that in a few 
Days longer, and could go no more to the Ordi- 
nary, having already a Score at the Tap, of 
which the Landlord gave me many mortifying 
Items. I ſhouled about and picked up a Dinner 
here and there, in the Priſon ; and more than a 
ſcore Times have gone the whole Day without 
Nouriſhment ; ſo that I became a mere Skeleton. 
once kept to my Room, and, for a whole 
Week, or ten Days, lived upon Bread and Wa- 
ter, obſtinately reſolving not to impart my Di- 
ſtreſs to any one, but to wait with Patience till 
my Father's Arrival, which I now expected in a 
very little Time, the Plaintiff having declared 
againſt me, and refuſing all Terms of Accommo- 
dation, And at this Time my former Griefs re- 
vived in my Mind, with redoubled Impetuoſity; 
and my Louiſa, ſleeping or waking, haunted my 
Soul, and ſwam before my Eyes, in all her tor- 
turing, lovely Charms; but Louiſa loſt and gone 
for ever | I had no Sports or Company to divert 
my cruel Reflections; and all my old Aſſociates, 
perceiving the Game was up with me, forſook 
me, without vouchſaſing even to ſpeak to me, 
when we met. Speculiſt, indeed, two or three 
Times, invited me to Dinner; but I was not ſo 
far reconciled to Baſeneſs, as to accept any fur- 
ther Favours of a Man, I could not but recolle& 
ſo many mortifying Occurrences of. Often a 
Biſket and a Dram of Geneva, together with the 
Water from the Pumps, made my Repaſt for 
four and twenty Hours, and I wiſhed earneſtly for 
Death, to hide my Shame, and terminate my 
Grief and Miſeries at once, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XxxIxX. 
A Digreſſin.— Speculiſt taken ill. His Beba- 


viour on his Death-bed. Dies. An unex- 
pecled Viſitor arrives, and enquires for Thomp- 
ſon. The affecting Interview between them. 
His Father and Diaper come to bim. 
He is ſet at Liberty. Tale: Leave of bis 


Fellow-priſoners. 


URE no Condition can be more calamitous, 
more to be pitied, than that of an unfortu- 

nate Wretch under Confinement for Debt! His 
Friends, tired with his importunate Requeſts for 
Relief, forſake him, and abandon him to his 
Fate, with bitter Cenſures on his Indiſcretions 
and Follies ; his Enemies, knowing themſelves ſe- 
cure from his Reſentments, load him with all the 
bitter InveQives that wanton Pride, and helliſh 
Malice, can inſpire; his incenſed Creditors, fired 
with their Injuries, are too apt to think his Pu- 
niſhment juſt, and, arrogantly aſſuming to them- 
ſelves the Authority of Heaven, call down Venge- 
ance, and inflièt Tortures, unceaſing Tortures, on 
his Head; not refleQing, that the Saviour of the 
World has moſt authoritatively recommended Cha- 
rity and Kindneſs to the Priſoner, as one of thoſe 
Virtues by which we merit Happineſs hereafter : 
——/ was fick, and in Priſon, and ye viſited me 
What a pathetic Sentence! and how truly worthy 
the Divine Lips that ſpoke it! If Benevolence is 
due to our Fellow-creatures in general. how much 
more ſo is it to that Part of them who are thus 
exiled from the Community, and for a Misfortune, 
perhaps, rather than a Fault, as is the Caſe of 
Numbers, doomed to a melancholy Gloom, ſhut 


up 
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up with relentleſs Walls and Bars, without the 


Means to ſupport even there the wretched Re- 
mains of Life! 


Fate Phyſic Pomp: 
Expoſe thyſelf to feel what Wretches feel; 


That thou may'ſt fbake the Superflux to them, 
And ſhew the Heavens more juſl. : 


SHAKESPEAR, 


Ob! I have ſeen, and have ſickened at the hor- 
rid Sight, Numbers of Wretches, capable of be- 
ing uſeful, in the higheſt Degree, to the Public, 
ſecluded from all the Privileges of Men and Chriſ- 
tians, pale Famine waſting them away by flow De- 
grees, and grievous Oppreſſion grinding them to 
Death! Theſe are the greater Number that fill 
our Enghſh Priſons, and every Minute, with bit- 
ter Anguiſh, curſe the Hour they were born, and 
invoke an End of their wretched Beings. Let us 
look abroad: Do Turks, or Infidels, thus treat 
their Debtors ?- Is it neceſſary here, when the 
wiſe Hollanders, the Glory of Commerce, find it 
otherwiſe there, and every Chriſtian Country 
ſeems to act by contrary Maxims! Oh! Britain ! 
thoa Land of Liberty! How canſt thou view Dif- 
grace like this, and (uff-r many Thouſands to be 
torn from uſeſul Labour, Arts, and Sciences, for 
Ils, the Lot of Human Race, or unwary Indiſcre- 
tions! Lives there a Man, who, kindly ſympa- 
thizing, pities Human Woes, who gives the quick 
Reliefs to waſting Sorrow ! all humane, great, and 
good, the Pride, the Glory, of his native Coun- 
try, who feels for ſuffering Merit's deep Diſtreſs! 
Lives there a Lyttleton, who ſoftly bends, and lends 
his ready Ear to every Tale big with Calamity ! 
And are theſe Things ſtill ſo? Riſe Cornewall, 
TI 3 | Ogeltborpe, 
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Ogeltborpe, and all the generous Band of Patriot 
Souls, and ſee Mankind redreſſed! 

Mr. Speculiſt, about this Time, was taken ill 
with a malignant Fever, which carried off a great 
Number of the Priſoners, and, before I heard of 
it, was out of all Hopes of Recovery. One 
Morning, a Man, who waited upon him, came to 
tell me that Mr. Speculiſt wanted to have a little 
Converſation with me; at the ſame Time letting 
me know, that it was the firſt Interval of Reaſon. 
he had had for ſome Time, having been conſtantly 
delirious, ever ſince the Diſtemper ſeized him. I 
made what Haſte I could, and found the poor 
Creature ſo changed, that he was hardly to be 
known ; the Fire and Hauteur of his Countenance, 
that Fierte, ſo viſible in him, was now extinct, and 
he lay with hollow Eyes, and palid, meagre F ace, 
gaſping, as it were for Breath. The Sight ſhock- 
ed me; and, notwithſtanding all the former Rea- 
ſons I had to be angry with him, I could hardly 
refrain from ſhedding Tears. He reached his fee- 
ble Hand, quite cold and clammy, to me, and 
begged me to fit down fer a few Minutes, which 
I did, and he thus addrefled me: 

Mr. Thompſon, I ſee you are touched to ſee me 
thus; and you can't help making ſome Reflecti- 
ons on the Differenne between my former Appear- 
ance and my preſent. I ſhall die, of that I 
am aſſured q and all the Philoſophy I thought my- 
ſelf Maſter of, will not ſupport my Spirits in this 
dreadful Moment Oh! Time, how have I abu- 
ſed you, and all the precious Gifts Providence has 
kindly beſtowed upon me | Here a rending»Sigh 
heaved his Breaſt, and a Tear or: two, all the 
Moiſture left in his Brain, trickled down his wi- 
thered Cheeks. Oh! my Friend, he continued, 
could I recal my Days :again, I ſhould, 1 think, 
deſpiſe and hate the odious Ways I have followed : 

How 
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How has Vanity, and a Deſire of Applauſe, tempt- 
ed me to diſpute thoſe Truths, which the Con- 
viction of my Mind, per Force, would till make 
me inly acknowledge! How have my Hours been 
ſpent, how idly, unprofitably, and how wickedly |! 
and, alas! the Conſequences are bitter Pangs, 


deſpairing Groans, and Fears of what may come 
hereafter ; for, 


I there is a Pow'r above us, 

( And that there is all Nature cries aloud 

Through all ber Works} he muſt delight iu Virtue ; 
And that which he delights in muſt be bappy. 


I would pray, but I am convinced my preſent 
Circumſtances will be the Inducement ; and I fear 
a Death-Bed Repentance will be of no Avail ! Oh! 
how extreme are my Tortures, and the Wounds 
of my Conſcience are not to be healed! Could 1 
this Minute make Reparation for all the Injuſti- 
ces, Cruelties, and Wrongs, I have acted towards 
my Fellow-creatures, for I have been a moſt aban- 
doned Monſter of- Vice, I ſhould then with ſome 
Confidence, apply to the "Throne of Grace, for 
Mercy, in Time of Need: but, alas! I am taken, 
as the Poet expreſſes it, uu¹uggled, diſappointed, 
unanealed, with all my Crimes ſtaring me full in the 
Face, and bearing me down to the bottomleſs 
Pit, where ſball be Weeping and Gnaſbing of Teeth. 
My Friend, take Warning by me, and never af- 
front your good Senſe ſo much, or the Sentiments 
of your Mind, as to join in Scenes of Riot-and 
Debauchery, and run ſuch baſe Lengths, for the 
Gratification of thoſe Appetites and Paſſions, 
which ſhould be conſtantly governed by Religion 
and Reaſon ; then, in the Hour when your Soul 
is ſeparating from its earthly Manſion, you may 


have 
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have the exceeding great Conſolation of applying. 
by ſuch Ads of Devotion as are the Manna of the 
Mind, to that God, who never forſakes thoſe who 
love him, in the Time of their Tribulation; and 
not, like me, be doomed a Prey to Anguiſh, Fear, 
and Doubt, dreading, yet longing, to exiſt again, 
and loſt in wild and endleſs Mazes of exploring 
Wretchedneſs! Here his Spirits would hold out 
no longer, and he fell into his uſual Delirium, 
with ſuch ſtrong Convulſions, that I doubted not 
he was in his laſt Agonies, Poor, unhappy Man 
I wept at his Condition, and, by an involuntary 
Motion, fell on my Knees, at the Side of his Bed, 
and put up earneſt Petitions for Mercy and Com- 
paſſion from the offended Author of his Being, in 
Terms that ſurprized every Body about us; and, 
before I'rofe, he was no more! but gave up 
the Ghoſt, a placid Smile being viſible on his 
Countenance. 

This was the End of poor Speculiſt, a Man, who, 
if he had rightly managed his great Talents, 
would have been a Bleſſing to his Friends, and an 
Ornainent to his Country ; but overbearing Va- 
nity and Luſt brought him thus to a gloomy Pri- 
ſon, and, by an infeQtious Diſtemper, caught 
there, to an untimely Grave! May that be the 
End of his Sufferings. 

I had fulfilled near three Months in this Con- 
finement, where every 'l hing conſpired, with my 
Sorrows, to rob me entirely of any Reliſh for Life; 
and was now reduced to fo ſad a State, that my 
remaining Cloaths hardly ſufficed to cover my Na- 
kedneſs, and my Toes peeped thro? the yawnin 
Chaſms Time had made in my Shoes ;' ſo that 
could not ſtir out of my Room, and was almoſt 
| ſtarved, In this Dilemma, all my Woes returned 
upon me with repeated Violence ; and, having no 
Books of any Account left, my Time was ſpent 
merely 
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merely in the moſt bitter Reflections, and the moſt 
cruel Sighings and Groanings of an afflicted Spirit. 
Sometimes I vented my Sorrows in poetic Strains 
where I endeavoured to warble forth my Com- 
plaints, and the Beauties of my adorable Louiſa ; 
nothing giving the Soul a greater Turn to Num- 
bers, than ſo melancholy, ſo tender a Situation as 


Amongſt many ſuch Eſſays, I have ſe- 


lected the following, which will truly picturiſe the 


Condition of my Mind at this Time : 


I. 
Was ever Maid ſo form'd to pleaſe, 
As ſweet Louiſa, Heavenly Fair ? 
Whoſe Smiles could howling Tortures eaſe, 
And calm the Soul's moſt deep Deſpair. 


II. 
Wheree'er ſne mov'd, untainted Joys, 
All gladſome, wanton'd, in her Train; 
And ribbald Nonſenſe, riot Noiſe, | 
Exil'd, forſook the bliſsful Plain. 


III. 


Fierce, tho' the Flames her Charms inſpir'd, 


Where all the blooming Graces rov'd; 
Her Mind's Perfection's more admir'd ; 
Ev*n Reaſon bow'd, obey'd, and lov'd ! 
IV. 
Such Thoughts! ſuch Sentiments refin'd ! 
Ne*er mov'd a Female Breaſt before; 
And ſparkling Wit, ſoft Beauty join'd, 
Compell'd fage Wiſdom to adore. 
V. | 
Ah! then what ſorrowing Strains can tell 
The bitter Anguiſh I endrre ! 
Who can my Pangs, my Griefs, reveal! 
What my tormented Boſom cure | 
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VI. 
For ah | the radiant Angel, torn 
From theſe fond Arms, to Heaven aſpires ! 
And, doom'd to ceaſeleſs Woe! I mourn 
My hopeleſs, ineffectual Fires! 


VII. 
Hail! then, the Dungeon's darkſome Gloom! 
Hail! Horrors! Miſeries! and Cares! 
Since Lucy in the ſilent Tomb, 
Commands my Groans, excites my Tears. 


VIII. 
No more glad Day ſhall gaily ſhine! 
No more ſhall balmy Comfort chear ! 
But muſing Sadneſs ſhall be mine! 
And penſwe Moans, and Pains ſincere ! 


IX. 
Come, friendly Death, to mortal Grief ! 
Tho? dreaded, yet a welcome Gueſt! 
Ah! give a ſuffering Wretch Relief, 
And eaſe the Vouth's afflicted Breaſt! 


X. 
Oh ! then, to Fields, to Floods of Light! 
My raptured Soul ſhall bliſsful ſtray; 
And, all reſplendent, glorious, bright ! 
Louiſa meet me on my Wax. 


Whilſt I was one Day buſied in this Manner, I 
heard my Name repeated by a well-known Female 
Voice, in the Gallery, ſeveral I'imes, which, for 
my Soul, I could not belicve to be any other than 
ray Mother's; ; and nothing can equal the Shock 
that the Thought gave me! | he Voice approach- 
ed my Fars, nearer and nearcr; and at length, 
one of the Common-ſide Priſoners, opening the 
Door of my Room, ſaid, That's the Gentleman's 
Room, Madam, you enquired for, and you'll 
find him within. Gracious God! *twas ſhe, twas 


the 
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the dear Woman herſelſ, who, advancing a few 
Paces, and, at the ſame Time, ſhutting the Door 
with one Hand, no ſooner diſcovered the meagre, 
wretched Figure, her Son, than ſhe uttered a loud 
Cry, and fell back in a Swoon, in a Chair that 
ſtood behind her. Sufficiently rouſed from my ſtu- 
pid Lethargy, I flew to her, and raiſing her Head, 
reclined it on my Boſom, whilſt a Flood of Tears 
flowed from my Eyes; and all I could pronounce 
was, now and then, in the Intervals of my convul- 
ſive Emotions, Dear Madam, — Heaven I What 
do I behold ! She ſoon came to herſelf, and faſten- 
ing her Arms about my Neck, wept bitterly ; oft 
repeating, My Son ! my Son! What Wretchedneſs 
to ſee thee thus! Oh]! What, what have you done, 
to bring you here? 1 fell on my Knees, and 
graſping her Hand, begged her to calm herſelf, 
and I would relate all my Story; but your ſudden, 
unexpected, ſurprizing Arrival, has filled me with 
ſuch Wonder and Aſtoniſhment, that it will be 
ſome Time before I can command myſelf, ſo 
much as to talk any Thing ſenſible: My Amaze- 
ment, dear Madam, has even turned my Brain 
and, indeed, ſo it had: I was not prepared for 
ſuch an Incident, which, had I thought of all the 
Improbabilities in Lite, would never have en- 
tered my Thoughts, and puzzled me fo to ac- 
count tor, that my Head ran round, as it were 
upon Wheels, with a Velocity, that took from 
me all ſteady Thinking, for ſome conſiderable 
Time, I called the Man in who ſtill waited with- 
out; and my dear Mother ſent him for a Bottle of 
Wine, of which, when I had drank a Glaſs or 
two, for nothing but Water had entered my Lips 
that Day before, I was revived enough to talk, and 
my Mother had acquired Spirits enough to hear 
me. 'The firſt Queſtion I aſked was, about my 
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Father's Health, who ſhe aſſured me was very. 
well, and that they arrived in London the Day be- 
fore, and went immediately to Mr, Diaper's ; a 
try houſe, apprehending they ſhould meet with 
me there; for I had not let them know where [I 
lodged in any of my Letters, and they had forgot 
to enquire of Mr, Archer and Mr. Sharpley, before 
they ſet out, who could have informed them. Mr. 

Diaper, overjoyed to ſee them, came with them 
to Town; and as he knew where 1 lodged, in 
Red. lion Street, carried them dire cly there; but 
no Surprize could exceed theirs, when, upon 
knowing who they were, my Landlord informed 
them 1 was a Priſoner in the Heet-Priſon. My 

Father, after indulging, with my Mother and Mr. 
Di per, all the Grief ſuch News could occaſion, 
enquired if he knew on what Account I had gone 
there, and had kept it a Secret from all myFriends 
ſo long; but he could not ſatisfy them, and di- 
reed them to the Spurging-bouſe, where I was 
carried after my Arreſt, and there they came to a 
Knowledge of my Plaintiff, the Nature of the 
Debt, and every Thing elſe that could give them 
a thorough Inſight into the Affair; at which my 
Father and Maſter were ſo concerned, that they 
could hardly uiter a Word for a long Time. From 
thence they waited on Mr. Vulture and he was ſo 
generous as to own that he believed I had never 
received a Penny Satisfaction for my Nate from 
Mr. D-acon ; but that it was the unguarded Miſ- 
take of a Youth, who he would not have been ſo 
ſevere with, if he could have afforded to ſtay any 
longer for his Money ; but as he did not know, nor 
I care to tel] him, where my Relations lived, he 
found it neceſſary to arreſt me, to ſecure the Pay- 
ment of it, Mr. Diaper who knew him, and who 
was known to Vulture, blamed him highly for not 
letting 
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letting him know the Affair, when he would have 
bailed me, and not ſuffered me to undergo the 
Diſgrace and Pain of Impriſonment; but he ex- 
cuſed himſelf, by ſaying, That he could not ima- 
gine ſo much Friendſhip had exiſted between us as 
that came to. Then they talk'd to Mr. Deacon's 
Brother, but could not bring him at all to Reaſon, 
tho'ꝰ my Father talked of commencing a Suit in 
Equity, to recover the Money; and demonſtra- 
ted, that I could not poſſibly be any Thing in his 
Brother's Debt. Yulture was applied to again af- 
ter this, to know if he'd come to any Compoſiti- 
tion; but he excuſed himſelf, by ſaying he had 
been the whole Money out of Pocket fo long, that 
he had been a great Loſer; however, in Com- 
pliment to Mr, Diaper, he would deduct the Fees 
and Law Charges, and give me a Diſcharge on 
the Receipt of the 6007. Mr. Draper, and your 
Father, continues this deareſt Mother are now in 
the Lodge paying your Fees, and ſetting you at 
Liberty ; having paid Vulture the Sum, upon the 
Note, this Morning betimes ; but my Dear, you 
are quite altered; I never thought I ſhould ic 
my Joey in ſuch a Place ! or ſuch an Habit ! Sl 
had juſt finiſhed theſe Words, when in ruſhed my 
Fa ther and Mr. Draper : If they expreſſed all the 
Joy imaginable to ſee me again, the forlorn Con- 
dition I appeared in gave them the utmoſt Tor- 
ment; and my Father and he both, tho? very 
tenderly chid me for not acquainting them ſooner 
with this Matter, and writing tor the proper Sup- 
port for my Neceſſities, whilſt I was here. Look 
ye, my Son, tho? you have acted fo ſillily, ſo un- 
guardedly, in this Affair of the Note, ſays my Fa- 
ther, yet, as I believe you was ſwayed by Grati- 
tude to my old Friend, poor Mr. Deacon, to do 
what you did, and cannot be accuſed of an y Thing 
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but Folly and Inattention, in not taking a proper 
counter Security of him, I ſhall make you no Re- 
proaches, and hope your future Conduct will were 
off any Stain your Impriſonment may have occa- 
ſioned; but now we have got you diſcharged, and 
you are at Liberty to go, your Figure is ſo rueful, 
that you can't appear till Dark ; but ſays my Ma- 
ſter, J fancy, Sir, a little Money will redeem Mr 
T hompſon's Clothes ſufficient to appcar in; for I 
ſuppoſe he has not ſold them, but committed them 
to the Cuſtody of ſome Pawnbroker ; to this I an- 
ſwcred in the Affirmative; upon which my dear 
Father gave me Ten Guineas, and I immediately 
ſent the Ru-ner, I uſed to employ, for my Clothes, 
whilſt they ſatisfied their Curioſity in viſiting the 
Prifon, the Bare, the Coffee-Room, c. and then 
I got ſhaved and dreſſed, and appeared before them 
like myſelf, We beſpoke Dinner in the Cellar ; 
and my Fellow-priſoners, hearing of my Diſcharge, 
thronged into the Room to with me Joy, which 1 
returned, deſiring them to drink a Glaſs of Wine; 
and preſenting them to my Father, to whom, 
when I had informed him of their ſeveral Charac- 
ters, he ordered me to make fome Preſents, it I 
thought proper; accordingly I did ſo, where [I 
knew it would be acceptable; and gave in his 
Name and Mr. Diaper's a confiderable Sum to the 
Begging-grate. Amongſt the reſt poor Sir William 
Failer, came to congratulate me; but my, Father 
had no ſooner fixed his Eyes upon him, than he 
ran to embrace him ; and they exchanged ſuch 
mutual Civilities, as quite ſurprized me. And is 
this your Son? cried Sir William; I with I had 
known it ſooner, how happy ſhould I have been ! 
My Father, who I ſoon perceived had a great Re- 
gard for him, aſked him, How long he had been 
there? He ſaid, Near twoYears, for a Debt 1 

40ʃ. 
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40]. Good God! ſaid my Father, is it poſſible 1 


Tempera mutantur & nos mutamur in illis! Ah! m 
old Chum, replies Sir William, little did I think 


ſome Years ago, ever to ſee this Place; but jafa 
eſt alea. 


Dyzque ipſe miſerrima vidi; 


guerum pars magna fui |! 


After ſome other Diſcourſe, relative to Sir Hil- 
liam's Affairs, my Father invited him to Dinner; 
and, that over, called him on one Side, and made him 
a Preſent of ten Guineas, which he received with a 
grateful 'Tranſport: Then taking Leave of all my 
Acquaintance, andclearing all my Scores and Debts 
in the Place, I once more launched out in the open 
Air, and immediately, with theſe three dear and 
much-loved Perſons ſet out for Mr, Diaper's Coun- 
try-Houle. Mrs. Diaper, at my Arrival, overcame 
me al:noſt with Careſſes; but, when ſhe had 
heard my Story, ſhe lifted up her Hands and F yes ; 
and fa:d, if her Son was to know it, ſhe believed 
he would go dittracted ! and blamed me greatly 
for not acting with more Regard to myſelf, by 
letting my Fr ends know my Diſtreſs; declaring 
ſhe would he made away with her Plate, if it 
could not fe been done without, rather than 
have ſuffer: nie to continue in Priſon a Minute. 
At Supper, talking about the Place we juſt came 
from, I acquainted Mr. Diaper with the Death of 
poor Speculiſt, and the Manner of it, which oc- 
caſioned a great many curious and uſeful Reflecti- 
ons, on all Hands; but what moſt ſurprizes me, 
is to lee Sir William Failer fo deſtitute of Friends, 
lays my Father; tho? indeed, when we come to 
conſider all Things, it is not ſo ſtrange neither; 
for he has, to be ſure, been a very indiſcreet and 


D 4 unhappy 


56 The Life and Adventures 


happy Man; and the Paſſages I recolle& of his 
Life, are a remarkable Leſſon of Prudence to 
Mankind. I aſked him to relate what he knew 
of that Gentlemen, which, being backed by Mr. 
Diaper, and the two Ladies, he did immediately 
to the following Effect: 


CHAT, Ab. | 
Hiſtory of Sir William Failer, Bart. 


Y Aequaintance with this Gentleman com- 
menced at the Univerſtiy, where he was at 
that Time a Student, as well as myſelf ; Sir Wil- 
liam being of Emanuel, and I of St. John's; and 
has been continued, till within nine or ten Years; 
when his various Misfortunes and Diſtreſſes ſo al- 
tered him, that he ſought other Friends, of a dif-- 
ferent Stamp from thote he before aſſociated with, 
You will obſerve, in the Anecdotes I am going to 
give you of this Gentleman's Hiſtory, that the 
greateſt Talents, the fineſt Opportunities of riſing 
in Life, are of no Avail, if a little wordly Pru- 
dence, or Care to keep up Appearances, and a lit- 
tle Self-intereſt alſo, for a little is undoubtedly lau- 
dable, mingle not in our Actions, 

Sir William was deſcended from a collateral 
Branch of one of the nobleſt and moſt antient Fa- 
milies, in the North of Scotland; the Heads of 
which, being dipped in a late Rebellion againſt 
the Prince on the Throne, were obliged to for- 
fake their native Country, but, however, at pre- 
ſent, make the brighteſt military Figure in a neigh- 
bouring Government ; one of them being allowed 
to be as conſummate a General Officer as any in 


Europe. He was tall, and well made, had a great 
deal 
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deal of Vivacity and Spirit, and a finiſhed Educa- 
tion, which, I aſſure you, you now but ſee the Re- 
mains of: His Name and Family brought him 
into the World, with great Advantages; and tho” 
his paternal Eſtate was very ſmall, he might from 
his Knowledge of the World, and Adroitneſs in the 
Management of public Affairs, have expected ve- 
ry great Encouragement from the People then at 
the Helm in the latter End of the Reign of her late 
Majeſty Queen Anne; but juſt as he came to Lon- 
don, for good, ſhe died; and thoſe Friends, who 
were likely to aſſiſt his Riſe, were out of Play. 
Soon after he ſtood Canditate to repreſent his na- 
tive Borough in Parliament, but was oppoſed by a 
Courtier of great Diſtinction, who, by procuring 
a Number of honorary Freemen to be made, carri- 
ed the Election againſt him; upon which Sir Jil. 
liam petitioned the Houſe, and had ſuch flagrant 
Proofs of Bribery and Corruption to produce, that 
it was thought proper not to ſuffer him to be heard; 
and the very Night before the Hearing came on, 
he was ſeized by a Meſſenger, and confined by an 
Order from the Secretary of State. Sir Filliam was 
examined to certain Interrogatories, ſeveral Times 
by my Lord 7 ; but behaved with a Spirit 
and Firmneſs that ſurprized that ſagatious Noble- 
man, who, from this Behaviour, commenced a 
very warm Friendſhip for him, and recommended 
him to another great Man, who promoted 
him to a lucrative Employ in one of our Weft-Ind:.: 
Colonies, where he might have made himſelf ric 
and happy, could he have ſacrificed his Honour anc 
Conſcience to Views of Intereſt, as to many en 
ploy ed in public Affairs do. A large Sum of Mone 
came into his Hands, by Way ot Forteitures, fo 
which bis Predeceſſfors never uſed to account; br 
Sir William, full of the Patriot, and fraught with + 
the ſublime Principles of diſintereſted Love of th: 
D 5 Publ: 
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Public, refuſed to follow their Example, and wrote 
for Orde v to remit it into the Treaſury. The Miniſter 
wrote him a kind Letter, in which he told him, he 
thought he had as much Right to the Money, as 
other Perſons in his Office had, and adviſed him 
to ſay no more of the Matter; but he could not 
ſtomach this, and accordingly remitted the Money, 
which was fafely received; and what Uſe was 
made of it, the Public never came to the Know- 
| ledge of; but I remember, when Sir William af- 
terwards came to England, and applied to the fame 
great Miniſter for ſome pecuniary Favours, he laugh- 
ed in his Face, and told him, He had it once in 
his Power to make his Fortune, by keeping what 
perhaps, was diſſipated amongſt a Parcel of Scoun- 
drels; ſo openly did that Miniſter acknowledge 
the Corruption in which he dealt, and of which, 
indeed he was truly the Father. In th's Colony 
he became enamour'd of the beautcous Matilda, a 
WidowLady, of large Poſſeſſions, whom attacking 
with all the Advantages of Perſon and Power, he 
ſoon made a Conqueſt of, and married; but this 
Marriage was far from being ſo agreeable to Sir 
William, as he imagined it would; and, the Honey- 
moon over, he found his Lady tiff, moroſe, a great 
Devotee, and, even in the Arms of her Huſband, 
uttering extempore Prayers, and doing every Thing 
according to the Maxims of Soul-feeking and Sav- 
ing Grace; Terms which Sir William had as little 
Notion of the Eſſicacy of, as he had of the Pope's 
Supremacy. In vain he endeaveured to conquer 
this devout Humour ; ſhe was a Preſbyterian of 
the moſt finiſhed Caſt; and, for an Oath, or 
profane Word, uſed in Paſſion, would deprive 
him of her Bed and Company for a Month, One 
Day, I, amongſt others, after his Return to 
Landon, dined with him; it happened to be on a 

Sunday , 
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Sunday, and, after Dinner, my Lady went to the 
Meeting; as uſual. Sir William had been praiſing 
a Parcel of Madeira very highly, but, when he 
came to look for the Key of his Cellar, found my 
Lady had carried it with her. This was a Frick 
ſhe had often ſerved him, to prevent his profan- 
ing the Sabbath; and he had as conſtantly vowed 
to be even with her. He had a Footman, a ſtout 
Fellow, whom he ordered immediately to aſſiſt 
him in taking the Cellar Door off the Hinges ; 
which done, he laid it upon his Shoulders, and 
ſaw him himſelf bear it into the Meeting-houſe, 
which was not at a great Diſtance, where he car- 
ried it to his Lady's Pew, and, flinging it down, 
told her his Maſter had ſent the Cellar Door to 
unlock, ſince ſhe would not leave the Key at 
Home. My Lady ſcreamed out; the Preacher 
was forced to ſtop in the Midſt of his Diſcourſe, 
the Hubbub was ſo great; and, mean Time, one 
of the Elders was turning the Footman out of 
Doors; when Sir William appeared, and hallooed 
out, Look ye, Madam, your affected Godlineſs 
is not to deprive me of my Wine, give him the 
Keys direQaly, or we'll carry you in Proceſſion up- 
on our Shoulders, and make you unlock it at Home, 
My Lady found ſhe was not joked with, ſo gave 
the Key ; but never came Home afterwards; and 
they parted by mutual Canſent, Sir William ſur- 
rendering up to her Uſe, and that of her Children, 
by a former Huſband, all her Fortune. Some 
Years after, growing out at Elbows, he ſollicited 
for, and obtained a Government in North America, 
in which he behaved with Satisfaction to the Go- 
vernment at Home, and to the Eaſe and Benefit of 
the People under his Command, for fifteen Years ; 
but was thrown out by a Faction, and came Home 
as poor as ever, . Now he applied all his Talents 
to drawing up Schemes for the Ule of the 2 1 

TY» 


60 The Life and Adventures 


try, in which he met with great Encouragement 
from General Commedus and Sir Houghton Hall ; the 
firſt of them a Patron of great Integrity and Cre- 
dit, and generous even to a Fault ; the other as 
remarkable for his extenſive Power at the Helm. 
Several of his Schemes were put in Execution, and 
he made ſhift, from the Largeſſes that were be- 
ſtowed upon him, to keep the beſt Company, and 
to ſupport a tolerable Equipage. Undoubtedly no 
Man in England underſtood better the Intereſt of 
his Mother Country, or that of thoſe numerous and 
beneficial Dependents upon her in America ; but 
that Prime Miniſter being forced to reſign and re- 
tire, he was for ſome Time unemployed, and, 
having contracted large Debts, for Sir William was 
far from being an Oeconomiſt in his own Affairs, 
he was ſeveral Times arreſted, and conſigned to 
loathſome Priſons, whence he was generally reliev- 
ed by ſome of his worthy Patrons, Hz now turn- 
ed public Writer, and for ſome Time plied the 
Quill with great Succeſs; but, that yielding him 
but a ſlender Supply, he grew ſcandalouſly guilty 
f borrowing ſmall Sums of every one he met, and 
10 unfortunate ſecond Marriage, together with 
this ſad Habit, hurt his Reputation greatly; 
which was the more to be pitied, as he now advan- 
ced apace into Years, His Diſtreſs was told to 
the generous Commodus, who with a princely Ge- 
neroſity made him a Preſent of Five hundred 
Pounds, to pay off his troubleſome Creditors; but 
he did not know who he had to deal with, Sir Wil- 
liam ought to have been Maſter of 10,000 a Year, 
according to the Dictates of his natural 'Temper. 
He left Commodus full of Gratitude, and haſtened 
to an Ordinary to regale himſelf, not having 
made an hearty Meal for ſome Days; and who 
thould he ſee there but the unfortunate Bellario, a 
great unhappy Friend of his, who, after the firſt 
| Compliments, 
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re told him a long Story of his preſent 
Diſtreſſes? Good Gd, cries the Baronet, how 
happy am I, my dear Friend, to have it in my 
Power to relieve you ? Here, "take this Hundred 
Pound Bank-bill, and make yourſelf eaſy ; if you 
want more, call on me To-morrow at my Lodg- 
ings ; thus he went on, forgetting entirely, in the 
native Benevolence of his Heart, the exceſſive Oc- 
caſion he had for more than the whole himſelf, 
and the Intent of its being beſtowed upon him; 
but a Queſtion Bellario put to him a little diſcon- 
certed him: He aſked him, where it was he 
lodged ? Upon which he bluſhed, recollecting it 
was at a blind Chandler's Shop, and, taking a 
ſhort Leave, haſtened Home to pay ſix Weeks 
Arrears of Rent that he owed there, before he 
forgot it. When he came Home, his Landlady's 
Huſband, who was a very honeſt Fellow, and Fa- 
ther of a numerous Family, he found, by the 
Wife's Tears and Complaints, was arreſted for a 
Debt of five and twenty Pounds, which would be 
the total Ruin of him and his Family. Sir Willi- 
am's Heart was not Proof againſt this Scene of Diſ- 
treſs; he cried out in an Extaſy, Thank God! I 
can relieve him! I'll do it this Minute! fo pacify- 
ing the Woman, and putting a Guinea into her 
Hands, he went and releaſed her Huſband, and 
brought him Home with him, paying the whole 
Debt and Charges for him. In ſhort, before the 
next Week, poor Sir William began to fall from all 
that ſudden Elevation this Money had raiſed his 
honeſt Heart to, and was obliged to borrow Half 
a Crown of a Friend, dine in a Cellar, and ſoon 
after was arreſted in a ſmall Action, and carried to 
the Marſbalſea : Whence, indeed, Commodus again 
releaſed him, but would never ſce his Face more. 
After this he purſued certain Schemes, which he 
had propoſed for the Benefit of the City Traders, 


of 
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of which he made a good Deal of Money at 
Times ; but was frequently interrupted by a Tay- 
lor, to whom he owed a conſiderable Sum of Mo- 
ney, who had put the Cauſe into the Hands of a 
pettifogging Scoundrel of a Lawver. "This Lawyer 
was ſpecial poor, and whenever he wanted a new 
Suit of Cloaths, uſed to frequent the Coffee-houſe 
where Sir William uſed, and that Gentleman ne- 
ver being able to conceal his noble Temper, when 
he was full of Money, as ſoon as ever he diſcovered 
it, perſuaded the Taylor to arreſt him, which he 
no ſooner did, than he adviſed him to take the 
Charges, and freſh Security for another twelve 
Months; ſo that Sir William has been arreſted five 
Times for the ſame Debt, merely owing to his 
own Inattention, and the Villainy of the Attorney, 
who has got as many Suits of Clothes by it ; and 
believe it is that very Debt he is now in Durance 
for. I apprehend, Sir Villiam may have been too 
great a Votary to the fair Sex, and too uncautious 
in thoſe promiſcuous Amours, which may have diſ- 
obliged ſome of his Friends; but this is certain, by 
what he hinted to me, that, after having done his 
Country great Services, ſome of which he is ſtill 
unpaid for, and tho? he is ſtill capable of being of 
great Uſe, particularly in America, and underſtands 
the Fiſhery of Great Britain better than any Man 
in the Kingdom, yet his Application to a great Man 
only for five Shillings per diem has been rejected, 
and he is in a downright ſtarving Condition, which 
I think is a Diſgrace to our Country. He has put 
into my Hands the Copy of the very touching Let- 
ter he wrote to that great Man, by which one may 
ſee the Diſtreſs he laboured under; and I think 
myſelf happy that it was in my Power to give him 
ſome Aſſiſtance, My Father then read the Let- 
ter, which was as follows, dated from the Flees 


Priſon, 
Right 


of [o THOMSON. 63 


1 * 


Right Honourable Sik, 


I HAVE now been confined in Priſon near five 
Months, for a Debt under the Valve of thirty 
Pounds ; and, as I do not truly owe fifty pounds 
beſides in the World, I am no ways apprehenſive 
of any other conſiderable Demand of that Na- 
ture. 

On my firſt hearing of the intended ſettling of 
, and by that Means ſecuring an important 
Barrier to all the Colonies in the Main, as well as 
encouraging our Trade, both in the Fiſhery and 
with the diſtant Indians, I was uneaſy that my 
unhappy Confinement would not permit me to 
do myſelf the Honour of waiting on you, in or- 
der to acquaint you with a great many Truths, 
ſome of which perhaps are yet unknown to you, 
For, altogether regardleſs of any particular Ad- 
vantage that ſuch Information could bring to 
myſelf, I moſt humbly preſume to aſſure you, 
that, without Diſſimulation or Reſerve, I ſhall 
always take the greateſt Pleaſure imaginable, in 
rendering a Perſon of your amiable Character, 
and my Country at the ſame Time, real Service: 
Acting in ſuch a Manner, having always been my 
Ambition, as it gave me the greateſt Satisfaction 
in Life, and ſtill affords me, in the preſent Di- 
ſtreſs, a quiet, contented Mind, 

There are ſome other Things eſſential to the 
Affairs of America that I wiſh could be laid before 
you; ſuch as the Nature and Uſe of a Paper 
Currency there, the Neceſſity of putting it under 
a proper Regulation, and the unavoidable Con- 
ſequence of utterly ruining our Trade in, and 


with theſe Colonies, ſhould it be totally prohi- 
bited, 


I have 
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I have likewiſe ſome uſeful Remarks to offer on 
a proper Encouragement to be given for carrying 
on both the Herring and Cod Fiſhery, on the 
North Coaſt of Scotland ; and I ſhonld think my- 
ſelf ſufficiently rewarded, if any Knowledge or 
Induſtry, I am Maſter of, could but procure me 
ſo ſmall an Encouragement as Five Shillings a 
Day for common Bread; and having now but a 
very few Years to live, if your Honour will con- 
deſcend to gratify your own Humanity, by pro- 
curing me Liberty, together with ſuch an Allow- 
ance for my Subſiſtence, it will undoubtedly af- 
ford you the agreeable Reflection of having ſaved, 
from inexpreſſible Want and Miſery, / 


Right Honourable Six, 
Your Honours moſt dutiful, 
And ever obedient Servant, 


WILLIAM FAILER. 


CHAP 
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CHAP, XLI. 


He perſiſls in his Deſign of going abroad —Prig 
arrives, whom be conſults. —Luskily thinks of 
applying to Mr. Goodwill. — That Gentleman 
arrives at Mr. Dimper's.—He perſuades Mr. 
Thompſon to let his Son go to the Eaſt-Indies 
Mr. Goodwill procures bim to be ſent as a 
Factor to Fort St. George. —He takes Leave 
of the Directors. I, nobly fitted out for the 


Voyage. | 
\ E ſpent three or four Days in this Receſs, 
and | took it fo kindly and gratefully, that 
my Father nor Mr. Diaper ever reproached me, 
or mentioned my late Folly, that I was full of a 
Senſe of their Goodneſs, which gave me more 
than uſual Inclination to pleaſe in every Thing I 
did; and I, even for ſome Time, ſacrificed my 
cruel Regrets, to the Joy and Pleaſure I expert- 
enced in the Company of theſe dear Perſons. I 
found Mr. Diaper had not yet heard from my 
Friend again, which did not give us much Unea- 
ſineſs, as no Indian Ship had arrived ſince he ſet 
ſail from Liſbon ; but, to make us ſome Amends, 
we received Letters from Mr. Bellair and Mis 
Sukey, accompanied with ſome Prefents to Mrs. 
Diaper, by which we found that Lady and her 
Brother in the ſame Seniiments of my Friend, 
and Jonging for Advices from him, 
Notwithſtanding the Eaſe and Compoſure, 
however, that I affected, I was under a good 
deal of Concern to ſee my Father and Mr. Draper 
ſtill in an Humour of ſettling me in the Buſineſs 
of a Linen Draper, to which I had now loſt all 
Manner of Reliſh; and to which the n 
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of my Friend had not a little contributed : Be- 
. ſides, the many Accidents that I had met with, 
the Death of my*Louiſa, together with the Life 
had lately led, had given me a Repugnance to a 
cloſe Application, and a Courſe of Hurry and Trade. 
This, tho', was not a making a proper Judgment 
of Things ; for, in the Execution of = Deſign 
of going Abroad, if I had thought only of the 
common Difficulties that would naturally occur, 
and the Care I muſt manage with to bring myſelf 
into a wiſhed State of Succeſs, I believe I ſhould 
have laid it abſolutely aſide; but now I ſaw, 
I thought a Relief from my Afflictions, in thus 
ſhifting the Scene of Action, by the Variety of 
unuſual Objects that would preſent themſelves ; 
and, in ſhort, my hapleſs Love had given a ro- 
mantic Turn to my Mind, whieh abſolutely uu- 
hinged me for an Home Employment, I ſhould 
not have known how to manage in this Dilem- 
ma, if good Fortune had not returned Mr. Prig 
to Town, who immediately came down to pay 
his Compliments to Mr. Diaper and us, upon 
hearing we were altogether. He was received with 
great Reſpect by that Gentleman and my Father, 
to whom I introduced him with particular Ex- 
preſſions of Regard ; but, as for myſelf, I felt un- 
uſual Satisfaction in ſceing a Man, who was now 
my only Boſom Friend, and the Repoſitory of my 
Secrets, 

He was to the laſt Degree ſurprized, when he 
heard of my Impriſonment, and the Affair of 
Mr. Deacon; but it was his Advice to fit down 
with the Lols ; for tho', by filing a Bill in Chance- 
ry, perhaps ſome Relief might be got, yet the 
Time it would employ, and the neceſſary Ex- 
pences, previous to the obtaining any Satisfaction, 
would be ſo great a Diſcouragement, that we 
ſnould be heartily ſick and tired, before it vous 
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be terminated. My Father, who was an Enemy 
to long and tedious Ligitations, upon theſe Ad- 
vices, agreed to let the Affair drop, telling me, 
with a great deal of good Humour, that he would 
look upon it as a Debt due to him, from me, 
whenever I was able to pay him. 

When I could conveniently do it, I took my 
Friend Prig with me upon a Ride, and diſcloſed 
to him my Situation, and the eager Deſire I had 
to follow Mr. Diaper's. Example by going Abroad; 
for which I gave him ſuch Reaſons, that, 6nd- 
ing all his Perſuaſions to the contrary of no Avail, 
he heartily promiſed me his Aſſiſtance to bring 
over my Father and Mother to lay aſide their 
Thoughts of ſeeing me fixed in England; and 
now we began to think of the beſt Means to bring 
it to bear, when luckily I recollected that Mr. 
Goodwill had an Uncle in the DireQion of the 
Eaſt-India Company and determined to write to 
that Gentleman to uſe his Intereſt with him, 
for my obtaining ſomewhat in their Service, 
which I had all the Reaſon in the World to be- 
lieve he would employ with a great deal of Plea- 
ſure; and, accordingly, that very Evening I 
wrote to him, acquainting him with my Requeſt 
and my Inducements for it; and another Letter 
to his Lady to back me in my Deſire; and ſent 
them direQly to the Poſt, Mean Time, I endea- 
voured to keep my Father from making any Pro- 
greſs in my Affairs, by propoſing continual Par- 
ties of Pleaſure to him and Mr. Diaper, which 
they readily engaged in, upon the Conſideration 
of the Confinement I had ſuffered, which they 
imagined muſt have conſiderably burt my Conſti- 
tution, and rendered Air and the Amuſements of 
the Country neceſlary to re-eſtabliſh my Health; 
and my Mother, as well as my Father, was very 
careful never to mention Sir Malter or his Fami- 


ly, 
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ly, which I was glad of, for the leaſt Word of 
my dear Louiſa would have caſt me into my old 
Melancholy, which I was now ſomewhat relie- 
ved from by the Purſuit of my favourite Pro- 
je. At length a Letter arrived from Yorkſhire, 
which, to my Surprize, only contained theſe 
Words : | 


DAR SIR, 
R. Goodwill will be in Town, almoſt as ſoon 
as you receive this; and TI believe I ſhall 
alſo have the Happineſs to ſee you myſelf. 


Your moſt affectionate Friend, 
K. GoopwIII. 


I could hardly tell what to think of Mr. Good- 
will's not writing himſelf, and the Laconic Strain 
of this Epiſtle from his Wife, and waited Impa- 
tiently another Week for the Event ; for I had 
wrote to Mr. Gooawill, to be ſo good to ſend a 
Letter to my Father, and to endeayour therein 
to bring him to conſent, by repreſenting the Ser- 
vice he could do me, if it were in his Power, 
The Week was hardly expired, when as we were 
one Morning at Breakfaſt, a Coach and Six drove 
up to the Houſe, which Mr, Diaper was wonder- 
ing at, when my Mother clapping her Hands for 
Joy, cried out, Jam ſure, Foe, that Livery be- 
longs to a very great Friend of yours; and ſo it 
did indeed, and ſpringing from my Seat | ran to 
the Door before any of the Servants, and open- 
ing it, flew to the Coach ſide, where Mr.Good- 
will and his Lady were juſt alighted, who claſped 
me in his Arms, with Affection, telling me, 
You ſee Mr. Thompſon, I don't do Things by 

Halves ; 
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Halves; but am come to Town myſelf on Pur- 
poſe to ſerve you, I returned him my Thanks, 
as well as my confuſed Joy would permit, and 
ran to ſalute his Lady, who was in Raptures to 
ſee me, and ſaid an hundred obliging Things. 
My Father and Mr. Diaper, with the two La- 
dies, ſoon approached, and the Interchange of 
Compliments was very polite and endearing, and 
my Father, who had before he came to Town 
been ſeveral Times at Mr GoodwilPs, introduced 
them to Mr. Diaper and his Spouſe, who ex- 
preſſed their Satisfaction at che Honour that was 
done them, in Terms that ſhewed how much 
they thought themſelves obliged, When the firſt 
Hurry of ovr Spirits was over, my Father aſked, 
To what happy Turn it was that we owed the 
Pleaſure of ſeeing them ? Upon which Mrs. 
Goodwill told him, laughing, that ke ſhould ſoon 
know that, and, perhaps when he came to he in- 


formed, he would wiſh they Lad never como at 
all; but he replicd, that ſince ſh? could b:!:ave 
ſo merrily upon the Occaſion, he was [ure i: was 
nothing that could make him uneaſ;, for le, ext 


to the Son, they had preſerved him, sſpe He ler 
and Mr Goodwill ſecond to no perſen on Earth, 
The Converſation then became ge::cral and the 
Day was ſpent moſt agreeably, the Evening con- 
cluding with Wirth, in which Prig, who ſoon 
after arrived, was a Sharer ; and the Health of 
my Friend was not forgot to be toaſted over and 
over, to whom this amiable Pair <xprefted ſo 
much Value, that Mr. Diaper and his Mother 
were full of Acknowledgment for it. 

The next Morning after Breakfaſt, for Mr. 
Diaper, who had Room enough, inſiſted upon, 
had obtained their Company, for two or three 
Days, with their whole Equipage ; taking an 
Hint from Mr Goodwill, I went out, and Jt 

them 
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them all together, when I was ſenſible he would 
bring the Matter of my Defire upon the Anvil ; 
nor was I miſtaken, for I was ſent for in, about 
two Hours, by my Friend Prig, who told me he 
believed all Things were made eaſy for me, and 
that'I ſhould hear ſomething that would ſurprize 
me. I followed him into the Parlour, where I 
had left them, and perceived my Mother was dry- 
ing her Eyes, which gave me ſome Pain. $0 
Jocy, ſays my Father, I find you have put a 
Trick upon us; and yet ſuch an one, that, as it 
has afforded us the Comany of ſuch valuable 
Friends, I can't be angry at. So you are willing 
to leave us in Purſuit of Adventures, I find; but 
Mr. Goodwill had ſaid ſo much in Favour of your 
Scheme, and has been ſo well backed by Mr. Prig, 
that, notwithſtanding all my Relu Sance, I believe 
I muſt yield to part with you, if you can bring 
your Mother to a Compliance, who ſeems more 
averſe to loſing you than any one. Mean Time, 
pray return that good Friend of your's, pointing 
to Mr. Goodwill, Thanks; for he has been of- 
fering ſuch Things in your Favour, that convince 
me he loves von as much if you were his own 
Son. I advan... dt him, and thanked him, with an 
Action betokeni(”s; all the Gratitude of my Mind; 
and then endeavoured, by all the Perſuaſions I 
was Maſter of, to bring my dear Mother to ac- 
cord to my going Abroad ; which, with great 
Reluctance, at length I did; and then they all la- 
mented my not going at the ſame Time with my 
Friend, as Mr, Goodwill was certain he could have 
got the ſame Voyage for me, by his Intereft ; 
but no Body ſeemed more ſorry on that Account, 
than Mr. Diaper and his Lady, who hoped, how- 
ever, we ſhould encounter each other in ſome Part 
or other of the Voyage, which it was far from 
impoſſible we ſhould do. We then, agreeable to 

a Deſire 
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a Deſire of Mr. Goodwill, all conſented to ac- 
company him to his Houſe in Town, where he 
inſiſted we ſhould ſpend the Time till my Em- 
barkation, which would be ſoon, as the Compa- 
ny were now taking up Ships to ſend out to their 
ſeveral Factories; and he did not doubt of pro- 
curing me a very good Birth in one of them, M 
Father told him, he leſt it intirely to his Manage- 
ment ; and was ſure he could give his Son into 
no better Hands. 

At our Arrival in Town, we were received and 
entertained with great Magnificence; and the 
Day after it, Mr. Goodwill took me with him to 
wait upon his Uncle, who, the firſt Minute he 
mentioned his Requeſt, aſſured him I ſhould be 
provided for immediately; and mentioned one 
Captain Social, of the Haſtings, bound to Fort St. 
George, as a Man of a good Diſpoſition ; and that 
he hoped to procure a Faflory for me at that 
Place, which he thought would be more advan- 
tageous than the Buſineſs of a Supercargoe; and 
would adviſe me, when I was appointed to go 
with him. We left him, quite pleaſed with our 
Viſit, Mr. Goodwill not doubting he would be 
s good as his Word; and now, Mr. Thompſon, 
ſays he, I'll perſuade Mrs. Goedwill to ſend a Ven- 
ture of a Couple of thouſand Pounds by you, 
which you ſhall make the moſt of, I embraced 
him at this freſh Mark of his Kindneſs, and re- 
turned Home as briſk and lively as ever I was 
in my Life, fircd with the FxpeQations of m 
new Deſtination, and the Pleatures I ſhould ex- 
perience in viewing toreign Countries, improving 
my Fortune, and making my Friends happy. 
Two or three Days after, I reccived an Order 
to attend the Board of Direclort, which accord- 
ingly I Mg the next Day, and think I never was 


more 
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more ſtruck with any Thing, than the Sight of 
a Number of «Gentlemen, through whoſe Hands 
the Concerns of ſo important and extenſive a 
Traffic paſſed, and who managed the Affairs of 
ſuch a Track of Country as they poſſeſſed in 
Aſia, ſuperior to the Dominions of ſome Europe- 
an Princes in Magnitude, I was received in ſuch 
a Manner, as convinced me how powerful my 
Recommendations had been ; and, after enquiring 
into my Abilities, and the Profeſſion I had fol- 
lowed, I was informed I was appointed a Fae- 
tor at Fort St. George, and that I muſt prepare to 
embark in a Fortnight's Time, on board the 
Haſtings, Captain Social, bound to that Place. 
They then gave me ſome Leſſons of Fidelity and 
Honour in managing the Concerns that would 
be committed to my Care; and, after having 
ſeen the proper Securities taken, very politely 
wiſhed me a good Voyage, with Health and 
Proſperity in the Country, We then, that is, 
myſelf and Mr. Geodwill, and my Father, went 
with Mr. Goadroill's Uncle Home, where we re- 
turned him our Thanks, in a proper Manner, 
and Raid to dine with him, when he gave me all 
the Intelligence he could of the Nature of my 
Poſt, and the Country, where he had been him- 
ſelf forme Years; which afterwards was of very 
reat Uſe and Service to me, 

Thus all Things ſettled, my Father applied 
himſelf to fit me out in an handſome Manner, in 
which he {pared no Coſt; and the joint Endea- 
vours of Mr. and Mrs. Diaper, my Mother and 
Mrs. Goodwill, furniſhed me with every Thing in 
ſuch Profuſion, that I belicve never any Body was 
better provided; and, amongſt other Things, my 
Father took Care to buy me a choice Collection 


of Books. | 
CHAP. 
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Mr. Thompſon gives his Son a Paper of Inſtructi- 
ons, for the Management of bis Conduct. 
Mr. Diaper reſolves, with his Spouſe, to ſpend 
ſome Time in Yorkſhire. —Prig employed advanta- 
geouſly by Mr. Goodwill. — They accompary 
Thompſon to Dover.- -T heir tender Parting. 

He embarks on Board the Haſtings, Captain 

Social, Commander. T hey weigh Anchor, and 

ſet Sail on their Voyage to the Eaſt-Indies. 


HE nearer the Time of my Departure ap- 

proached, the more ſenſibly my Father and 
Mother were affected at the Thoughts of loſing 
me; and, indeed, I myſelf felt all that Anxiety 
that is ſo natural, at a View of the Diſtance that 
would ſoon divide me from all I held dear. Mrs. 
Goodwill and Mrs. Diaper caught the infectious 
Concern from my Mother; and the former be- 
gan to be ſorry ſhe had uſed any Means to forward 
my Going. I ſpent as much Time as I could with 
theſe worthy Women, and endeavoured, in Con- 
cert with the other Gentlemen, to diſſipate, as 
much as poſſible, the Uneafineſs that poſſeſſed my 
Mother's Mind, and to cure her of thoſe appre- 
henſive Thoughts the cntertained of the Diſaſters 
that might happen to me. 

My Father one Morning took me aſide; and, 
taking me into his Arms, uhilſt he indulged a 
few Lears, which rolled down his Cheeks, ſaid, 
My dear Son, you are going to be divided from 
me, perhaps for ever. I have yielded to 
your Importunity ; and, now I have done fo, I am 
uneaſy for the Event : However, that Being, who 
orders every Thing for the beſt, will, 1 hope, 


tzuide and protect you, proſper your Ways, and 
Voi, E return 
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return you ſafe to your diſconſolate Parents, whoſe 
only Comfort you are, and to the Arms of your 
waluable Friends. I have drawn up here a Sett of 
Inſtructions for you, my Dear, which I recom- 
mend to your frequent Peruſal, that ſo, when you 
are far from me, your Father's Care may ſtill fol- 
low you. If you act agreeably thereto, which I 
don't at al! doubt, you will be happy. He ceaſed 
here, and gave me the dear Paper, over which I 
ſhed many Tears; and ſhall never forget the af— 
fectionate and truly excellent Contents, which were 
as follow: | 


My deareſt Son, 

ARD as it is to think of Parting with you, I 

yield to your Defires, and commit you' to 

the Care of that overſeeing Providence, that di- 
rects and governs all the Actions of our Lives; 
but as you have diſappointed all tl:oie ſapguine 
Hopes and ExpeQations, I had fondly raiſed to 
myſelf, of immediately ſeeing you ſettled in your 
native Country, and receiving that Comfort and 
Pleaſure, the Knowledge of your being near me 
would have inſpired ; and you are going to launch 
into an uncertain Ocean of Difficulties, and to 
encounter the unavoidable Dangers of a long and 
tedious Vo) age, and a Sojourn in a diſtant, ſultry 
Climate, obnoxious to the Health of the Inhabi— 
tants of theſe Northern Countries; you are 
bound, by the moſt ſacred Ties, to act agreeably 
to the Dictates of Wiſdom and Virtue, and, as 
much as lics in your own Fower, to preſerve 
yourſcli ſafe, that you may return once more to 
bliſs me, before I die. You will, therefore, ex- 
cuſe to the Affection and the Tendetneſs of a Pa- 
rent, that I give you ſome Leſſons for the Go- 
vernment of yourſelf, in your hazardous Uzder- 
taking; tho' I am ſenſible your good Senſe, and 
| your 
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your excellent Endowments of Mind, render it 
in ſome Meaſure unneceſſary. 

In the firſt Place, oh! my Son, preſerve, in 
all your Words and Actions, a thorough Venera- 
tion and Regard for the Divine Being , let no- 
thing buy your Attention from that Object of your 
Thoughts, have an Intention to pleaſe him in all 
you do, be conſtant in ſuch Acts of grateful De- 
votion to him, as raiſe the Soul from its earthly 
Fetters, and will ſecure an Faſe and Calm of 
Mind in the greateſt Diſtreſſes and Troubles you 
can meet with. | 

I need not inculcate to you, I hope, to perſe- 
vere in. the ſteady Practice of the Precepts of your 
immortal Saviour, and, by adhering to thoſe 
Maxims of Virtue and Religion you have imbib— 
ed, ſecure yourſelf, at all Events, a Place, where 
Sorrow never ſhall come, nor Sin and Death ſhall 
ever abide, This Practice will always keep your 
Breaſt tranquil and eaſy, amidſt the moſt torturing 
Hardſhips ; and were the whole World, as Ho- 
race ſays, to feel a general Diſſolution, you would 
hear the mighty Shock with Unconcern, and un- 
appaled. 

To your Superiors ſhew a generous and diſinte- 
reſted Reſpect; to your Equals, an honeſt, open 
Free dom; and to your Inferiors, a good natured 
Humanity, and a proper Senfibility of what they 
do to ſerve you. 

In the Company's Concerns, behave with a Fi- 
delity, that vour own Heart mall never reproach 
you with; and in ſuch lege! Opportunities as oc- 
cur, of profic ing yourſelf, ſhew no Greedineſs, 
no rapacious Avarice ; and thoſe Riches you thus 
may chance to acquire, will be as Balm to your 
Mind, and you will never ſürvey them with that 
peeviſh Anxiety, ill- "bought Wealth does always 
occaſion, 


E 2 Never 


76 The Life and Adventures 


Never affect ſuperior Knowledge to thoſe you 
are concerned with; and, in dealing with the Na- 
tives of the Country you are proceeding to, let 
them that ſee that you are a real Chriſtian, and that 
ſets you above them, in Sincerity, Honour, and 
Honeſty, as much as it does in your future Ex- 
pectations of Hereafter; then, perhaps, tho? 
you are not required to ſtep out of your Road, to 
attempt it, you may make them inamoured of 
thoſe DoQtrines you profeſs, and become Parta- 
kers of the Croſs of Chriſt. 

Be not haſty nor paſſionate, the common Fault 
of thoſe who reſide long in hot Countries; Paſ- 
ſion deforms the Viſage, hurts the Boſom, and 
renders a Man uneaſy in himſelf, and odious to 
thoſe about him. 

Drink with Moderation ; for your Health's 
Sake. I charge you to avoid all [ntemperance of 
that Kind, which deſtroys ſuch Multitudes in the 
Indies. Look upon yourſelf as accountable for 
your Life, and the Uſe of it, to the Author of 
your Being ; and that your Father and Mother's 
Happineſs cr Miſery here depend upon its Valu- 
ableneſs and Preſervation, 

Adieu, my beloved Son ; may Succeſs crown 
all your lawful and honourable Undertakings ; 
and may you be returned ſafe and happy, at 
length, to the Embraces of, 


Your miſt affeflionate and tender Father, 


WILILIAM THOMPSON. 


I received a great deal of Satisfaction, before 
my Departure, upon underſtanding that Mr. Dia- 
per had yielded to the Defires of my Father, Mo- 
ther, and Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill, to go with his 
F.mily to ſpend ſome Months in 1 orkſbire, paryy 
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at one Houſe, and partly at the other ; and that 
they were alſo to ſet out to go there as foon as they 
had ſeen me ſafely embarked : Thus I had the 
Pleaſure to contemplate, that all theſe dear and 
valuable Perſons would be together, to conſole and 
comfort each other, under the Concern my Ab- 
ſence, and that of my Friend, would naturally oc- 
caſion, to two ſuch Fathers, of whom we were 
the only Children, and the Solace of their Age ; 
and Mr. Goodwill was fo taken with Prig, that he 
promiſed him the Management of all his Concerns, 
and gave him a Deputation to act as his Steward, 
in three or four Manors he poſſeſſed in the County 
of Hertford; inſiſting alſo, he ſhould take a Jour- 
ney into Yorkſhire, at the ſame Time, which he rea- 
dily complied with, as it was now Vacation ; and 
that particularly gave me great Delight, as by him I 
ſent Letters to Mr. and Mrs, Belair, and Miſs Su- 
key, with an Account of all that had happened; ard 
recommended hum to them, as a proper Hand to 
convey their Letters to, for me nd Mr. Diaper, 
and to tranſmit our Anſwers to them, when they 
arrived in London. 

When Capt. Social informed me he was to fall 
down to Graveſend, I would have gone on Board; 
but he very genteclly told me that he believed he 
ſhould come too in the Downs ; or, if not, that, 
if Pd immediately ſet out for Dover, he'd ſhorten 
Sail till a Boat could bring me on Board from that 
Place, or Deal. I took him at his Word; and, 
all my Friends reſolving to accompany me, we ar- 
rived, without any remarkable Accident, at the 
firſt- mentioned Place, and found the Haſtings had 
not yet come round; but ſhe did that very Night, 
and the Wind dying away, the Captain came to 
Anchor in the Downs, and came on Shore with 
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ſeveral Gentlemen, bound on the Voyage with us, 
to pay their Compliments to my Friends, and re- 
ceive their Fellow-paſlenger ; ſo that our Inn was 
filled with Gueſts; and Mr, Goodwill would pur- 
ſue his Generofity ſo far, as 10 entertain us all. 
We ſtrove to keep up our Spirits, as well as we 
could; but ftill were all very heavy-hearted ; tho? 
my Father put on all the Gaiety that he could 
poſſibly, to divert the reſt : At laſt the dreadful 
Word was given, that we muſt repair on Board; 
and whilit the Captain and the reſt went down to 
the Boat, I prepared with an heavy Heart, to take 
a long Adicu of my Friends. Mr. Goodwill him- 
felf was iiruck a little at the mournful Scene, not- 
A all his Philoſophy; and the big 
Drops ſtood in Prig's Eyes, who could not utter 
A Syilable. Mr. Diaper behaved with as little 
Compoſure as when he parted with his own Son ; 
his Wife and Mrs. Geodwil] diſſolved into Tears; 
my Father claſped me in his Arms, with the utmoſt 
Fervor, and beſtowed ten thouſand Bleſſings upon 
me, and put up his Prayers for my Safety. I em- 
braced my dear Mother, whoſe Grief would hard- 
ly permit her to return the Careſſes 1 gave her ; 
and, as for myſelf, I was a kind of weeping, inani- 
mate Chorus to every Thing that was ſaid or 
done, We parted; and the Separation of the 
Soul from the Body, methought, could not be 
more dreadful! Mr, Goodwill and Mr. Diaper 
could only ſee me to the Boat, where, after em- 
bracing each other, without ſaying a Word I caſt 
myſelf into it, and a Flood of Tears relieved my 
anxious Boſom. 1 really thought 1 could have 
ſtood this Adieu with more Firmneſs; but I even 
ſobbed, and my Breaſt heaved painfully, with the 
ftruggling Sorrow; ſo that I was incapable of turn- 
ing my FHyes towards the Shore again, dreading, 


yet 
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yet longing ſtill, to behold once more, the dear 
People I had forſaken. 

When we came on Board, the Captain ordercd 
a Bowl of Punch, to waſh down Sorrow ; telling 
me, at the ſame Time, that he had not been more 
moved himſelf a great while, than at the Conditi- 
on he ſaw me in, and my Friends ; adding, that 
he did not doubt but our Meeting again would be 
as affecting. I dried my Tears, at the Mirth my 
Companions aſſumed; began to reaſon with my- 
ſelf, and became calm and ſociable, not without 
putting up ſome filent Petitions to Heaven, for 
the Health aud Safety of thoſe I had left, and my 
own happy Voyage. Whilſt we were weighing 
Anchor, a Boat came on Board, with ſome live 
Stock, and ſome- Dozens of Wine, which my Fa- 
ther had ſent as an additional Preſent for our Stores, 
and ſeveral other Favours of the like Kind from 
Mr. Diaper, with their kind Love to me, and their 
ReſpeQts to the reſt of the Meſs; and a Servant of 
Mr. GoodwilPs, who came in it, gave me a Letter, 
which by the Superſcription, I knew to be mydear- 
eſt Mother's Hand; and, tho? I had been abſent 
but an Hour, I was ready to kiſs the Fellow, as a 
Perſon whom I had not ſeen for an Ace, and who 
brought Tidings from the Dead, I perceived there 
was fomewhat incloſed ; ; and, the Man telling me 
I was deſired not to open it t; 111 got out to Sea, | 
put it up ſecurely in my Pocket, and wrote a few 
Lines to the dear Woman, and the reſt of my 
Friends, in ſuch Terms, as my preſent tender Si- 
tuation diftated. 

An Eafterly Gale ſoon after ſpringing up, we 
finiſhed getting up our Anchor, with the Shouts of 
the Crew, to whom we had given an handſome 
Quantity of Liquor; and Capt. Social ſaluted the 
Town with ten Guns, and added as many more, 
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in Compliment to our Friends, who, coming on 
the Shore, purſued us with eager Eyes, as far as 
Sight could follow us: 


I ſhook my Hand at Diſtance on the Main ; 
T hey took the Sign, and ſhook their Hands again. 


I was charmed in failing along the chalky Coaſts, 
to obſerve the Country all beſpread with Towns, 
which had fine romantic Effect upon the Sight, 
and could not fail of being highly entertaining to 
Perſons who had never been at Sea before; and 
what gave me great Joy was, that, after a little 
Qualmiſhneſs, I felt no more Sickneſs then, or all 
the Voyage after. With a Sigh I took Leave of, 
England, as we paſſed that famous Promontory, the 
Land's-End, which we did the next Morning be- 
times, extremely glad to have cleared the Chan- 


Fei; and, 


- 


Now dredded Scilly mocks the ſtraining Sight, 
Whoſe uſeful Fires, expiring, faintly gleam ; 


And we are loſt, in the vaſt Atlantic Ocean, to 
any other Objects than Sky and Water. 


CITDL: 
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CHAP. XLIIL 


He open his Mother's Letter, and finds. a Piflure 
of his Louiſa. They meet with a terrible 


Storm. Diſcover a Veſſel on Fire, which 
blows up. They receive the Crew of her on 
Board. Thompſon diſcovers an old Friend 
among them, heir Account of the Misfor- 


tune, 


Y new Way of Life agreed with me ex- 

ceedingly well, and I felt myſelf ſo briſk 
and lively, that I thought I was perfectly inſpired 
by every Breeze that breathed thro? our Sails. Be- 
ſide the Officers of the Ship, we had ſeveral other 
Gentlemen on Board, ſome, like myſelf, going in 
the Company's Service, others to ſettle for the 
Sake of improving their Fortunes, at their FaQto- 
ries in the Eaft- Indies, by Trafficking on their own 
Bottoms; and we were in general a very ſociable 
and friendly Set of People, who having ſeen the 
World, and being intelligent and improved in their 
Minds, formed an entertaining and agreeable So- 
ciety. We had laid in ſuch a Stock of Proviſions 
and Liquors of all Kinds, that we had little to 
fear of wanting any of the Conveniencies of Life, 
in ſo long a Voyage, if we were favoured with a 
tolerable Paſſage. The Captain rclinquiſhed 
much of the uſual Ceremony praQiſed by Gen- 
.tlemen of his Rank, and we iormed a Mets toge- 
ther, that made every Thing \atisfaQtory about us, 
and in all our Actions we ſh we an Inclination to 
pleaſe each other. My Calvin was large and 
commodious, and ſufficient e me and a faithful 
Domeſtic, Will Truman, vo had long lived with 
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my Father, and out of pure Affection reſolved to 
follow the Fortunes of his Son. 

We had no ſooner got out to Sea, than I open- 
ed my Mother's Letter, and, oh ! what was my 
Joy, what my Sorrow, to behold, in a Gold-cate, 
ſet with ſmall Brilliants, the PiQure, in Minia- 
ture, of my dear, my lovely Louiſa ® Wonder 
ſeized me at viewing the unexpected Image of that 
_ eternally adored Fair one, and all my Regret for 
her Loſs revived afreſh ard kindled up Remen;- 
brances in my Soul, which Time and my preſent 
Views had ſomewhat ſtifled. I kiſſed the ſweet 
Reſemblance, over and over, and hung it by a 
Ribbon to my Boſom, reſolving to keep it there 
till the Hour cf my Death. In the Hurry of my 
Spirits, I forgot for ſome Time to look at the I.ct- 
ter that conveyed this ineſtimable Preſent ; but, 
when I became calmer, I found it to the followir g 


Effect: 


My deareſt. much loved SON, 

HO” I blame myſelf for renewing your Trou- 

ble, at the Sight of this Jewel, yet I can- 

not keep it longer from you, as it is your undoubt- 
ed Property. Some time before our dear Luuiſa's 
Aunt ſet out for France, after ker Niece's Death, 
a Feotman came from her with a Letter, and this 
precious Relick. It the Sight of it ſurprized me 
greatly, the Contents of the Letrer gave me till 
more Aſtoniſhment: She ſaid, her Niece, on her 
| Death-bed, had defirec it might be ſent to me, as. 
Token of the Reſpe& and Love ſhe bore to the 
Mother of a Gentleman, who was infinitely dear 
to her, and for whom it was originally intended, 
f Fate had not deprived her of him in ſo cruel a 
Manner. By Fidele, I afterwards underſtood the 
:\icatiing of theſe Expreſſions, which were then 
quite 
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quite dark to me, and that the News of you" 
Death had given her the fatal Stroke, that loſt 
her to us for ever. But, my Son, you live, thank 
God, and may you live long and happy! When- 
ever you look at that ſweet Face, conſider my Loſs 
in our Louiſa, and preſerve yourſelf, to make me 
Amends for my Affection to both of you. Oh! 
my dear, my Heart is too full, at this Separation, 
to ſay more | Heavens guard, protęc and keep 
you, make you happy where you are going, and 
return you ſafe, to bleſs the fondly longing Sight 


of, 
Your moſt tenderly affeAionate Mother, 
ELIZABETH THOMPSON, 


Propitious Gales carried us, without any re- 
maikable Occurrence, to the Height of Cape Can- 
tin, to the North-weſt of which, we were by our 
Reckonings diſtant about 120 Leagues, when we 
began to apprehend a gathering Storm. The 
Clouds on the Weſtern Board, began to blacken 
the Skies, and a few melancholy Drops wept a 
Farewel to one of the fineſt Days I had ever me- 
thought expcrienced : And now the Lightnings 
flaſhed, and the hoarſe Thunder growled over the 
concave Vault with deafening Roar, as if whole 
Nature was meeting with a general Diſſolution, 
and preſently the impetuous Weſt Mind raiſed the. 
irritated Billows Mountains high. Our Com- 
mander had given his Orders, with ſuch juſt Diſ- 
cernment, that we were preparcd we thought to 
meet its worlt Efforts ; but the redoubled Fury of 
the Storm ſoon rendered our Situation very dan- 
gerous, and, before we could hand our Mainſail, 
it was ſplit into twenty Pieces, and kept flapping 

againſt 
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againſt the Maſt for ſome Time, before a ſhort 
Lull of the Wind would permit it to be run up 
to the Yard, If Thad ever advantageous Notions 
of our Britiſh Sea-men, I now more than ever 
found them juſt, and their Diligence and Bravery, 
on ſuch Occaſions, ſurely dignifies them before 
thoſe of any Country I ever knew, Not an Hand 
but was employed in executing ſome Order or 
other for the. Safety of the Veſſel; and to fee 
them, like Swarms of Bees, hanging on the Yards, 
was a Sight equally pleaſing and dreadful. The 
Tempeſt encreaſed with a greater Violence, and 
the Waves toſſed us aloft, and then ſunk us alow, 
with ſuch ſudden Shocks, that my Brains were per- 
fealy addled; and, notwithſtanding all the Force 
I uſed with myſelf, I could ſtand the Deck no 
longer, but followed the Example of the rcſt of 
the Paſſengers, and commited myſelf to the ſaſe 
Cuſtody of my Cabbin. The horrid Tumult upon 
Deck, the Piping of the Boatſwain and his Mates, 
mingling with the Howling of the Winds, and 
the continual Daſhing of the foaming Waves 
made ſuch a Confuſion, as was ſufficient to ſtun 
the Head of any Stranger to theſe uncouth and 
terrifying Scenes. For near Four and Twenty 
Hours we lay too? hut tho? to us all this gave ex- 
ceſſive Pain, when it was in the Height, Captain 
Social told me, it was nothing at all but good Sea- 
men's Weather, and ſwore he was tired of the 
little Action he had had ſo long before. About 
Noon, the next Day, the Skies began to clear, 
the Wind ſeemed to die away in gentle Sob- 
bings, and ſcon the Heavens were ſerene; the 
Sun darted his brightning Rays upon us, and we 
felt no Incommodity but the Ship's rolling Moti- 
on, occationed by the great tumbling Sea the 
2 Storm, 
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Storm had left behind it, and which put the 
Seamen into more Apprehenſion than the forego- 
ing Blaſts had occaſiened ; but in the Evenin 

a ſtark Calm ſucceeded, and the Surface of the 
Water was as ſmooth as a Mill-pond. The de- 
ſcending Sun formed a Kind of duſky Amphi- 
theatre around our Horizon ; the azure Firma- 
ment was illuminated with all the glorious ſhining 


Hoſt that adorn thoſe ſpacious Plains, till the 
Moon, 


Riſing in clouded Majeſty, at length, 
Apparent Queen, unveiPd ber peerleſs Light, 
And oer the Deep ber ſilver Mantle threw ! 


A Scene, this, that raiſed my Mind into ſuch a 
State of wondering Devotion, as I could not, it 
I may ſay fo, even in Thought, expreſs; at 
laſt I broke out into a Soliloquy ſomewhat like 
this: Oh, infinite Creator | benign Governor of 
the Univerſe! How manifold are thy Works ! 
In Wonder haſt thou made them all! Day by Day 
we magnify thee, the Father of a toundl:ſs Ma- 
jeſty. Permit an humble Mortal to proſtrate be- 
fore thee, and worſhip thy immenſe Omnipo- 
tence ! Can we. be ungrateful, when thou haſt 
given us Faculties above all the reſt of thy Crea- 
tures here below, to contemplate thy Works, 
to reverence thy forming Wiſdom ? How low, 
how unworthy I ſeem, how little to myſelf, 
when I reflect, that all yon ſplendid Sparks, that 
glittering, chear me with their Influence, may 
be Worlds, more worthy thy Care and Protection, 
than the yet not well known Spot, of which I am 
an Inhabitant! But, oh! forgive the Attempts 
we make to ſearch into thy hidden "Treaſures, 
the Stores of thy eternal Creation, the Arcana 
thou haſt every-where around ſtrewed ; for, by 

our 
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our Re- ſearches, we are ſtill more and more con- 
vinced, that ty Ways are paſt finding out, and our 
Adoration is raiſed in Proportion to the Diſcove- 
ries we fancy we make ! Lowly bending before 
thee, 


Supremeſt Good ! whoſe providential Sway 

r Seas, far proſtrate Nations tell; 

Wheth-r ador'd inviſible, all pure, 

Diffuſe as Light thro? out eternal Space; 

Or circumſcribed, a local D. ity, 

As narrow Ignorance has oft maintain ; 

Accept our grateful Praiſe, which, taught to 
riſe 

From our glad Hearts, invades thy op'ning 
Ears, 

Fir every Inſtance of thy gracious Aid, 


For every Wonder in our Favour wrought, 


Whilſt raving thus thre Ocean's utm'ſi Bounds J 


In the Morning we were bleſſed with a fine eaſy 

Gale, that carried us, at the Rateof two Knots 

an Hour, fo ſmoothly, that we could hardly per- 

ceive the Way the Veſſel made: 

a Breeze 

Soft, breathing lightly with its Wings, along 

The flacken'd Cordage glides ; the Sailor's Ear 

Perceives no Sound thro? out the vaſl Fxpanſe ; 

None but the Murmurs of the ſliding Prow, 

Which gently parts the ſmooth and azure Main. 
GLOVER, 


In Latitude 200, 10, about a Week afterwards, 
whilſt we were endeavouring to ſtand away to the 
Cape de Verde Iſlands, we heard ſeveral Guns 
fired as from a Ship in Diſtreſs ; which Signals 
our Captain anſwered, and ſtood far to the Weſt- 
ward, more than his Courſe required, as we ima- 

gined 
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gined the Sound came from that Point of the Com- 
paſs: they continued firing for ſeveral Glaſſes, 
and then we diſcovered a great Light at ſome 
Leagues Diſtance, as it a Ship on Fire, which 
made a moſt terrible Appearance ; and, ſoon after 
we had deicried her, ſhe blew up, the Fire extin- 
guiſhed, and a black thick Cloud ſeemed to riſe 
from the Water. We made no Doubt, that the 
Crew had had Time enough to ſave themſelves in 
their Boats; ſo the Captain  thortened Sail, and 
fired a Gun every halt Hour to acquaint the 
unhappy Sufferers that Aſſiſtance was at Hand. 
About twelve next Day, having happily very fa- 
vourable Weather all the Time, we jaw, as far 
2s our Glaſſes would enable us to ſee, a Boat 
crouded with Men, who ſeemed ſtruggling with 
all their might to gain our Veſſel; upon which 
Captain Social took in more Sail, and, about Se- 
ven O'Clock, the poor Creatures, almoſt ſpent 
and dead with Fatigue, got within a Boat's 
Length of the Ship's Side, whence they haled 
us, and b:gged for God's Sake to be taken on 
Board. This was immediately granted, and, 
backing the Sails, they all got ſafely in, to the 
Number of Forty-ſix Souls. I never received 
more Pleaſure than in ſeeing how eager the gene- 
rous Se aman is in relieving his Fellow in Diſtreſs ; 
every Man ſtrove who ſhould be foremoſt, in 
giving them or procuring them Refreſhment ; 
and, on our Part, the Captain, as we underſtood 
him to be, and two others, 'whom he pointed out 
we got into the great Cabbin, where we ſet 
before them the beſt Proviſions and Liquor we 
had, and had the Satisfaction to ſee them eat 
like famiſhed Men, for they had not had Time 
to get any Thing out of their Ship but a little 
Biſcuit, ſo that moſt of them had been faſting, 
ever ſince they left her, We found their Ship 


Was 
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was bound from Virginia to London, partly laden 
with Tobacco, partly with Rum, havin touched 
at Barbados to take in the latter, both on the Ne- 
count of a Gentleman who was a Paſſenger on 
Board, to whom the Captain behaved with great 
Deference, which made us all take more particu- 
lar Notice of him ; but I had ſcarce caſt my 
Eyes upon his Face, whilſt at the ſame Time 
his encountered mine, than he ran eagerly to 
me, and we embraced each other with the ut- 
moſt Affection, all we could utter being dear 
Thompſon ! Dear Prim! For it was that very 
young Fellow, whom, I muſt confeſs, I ſhould 
have as ſoon have expected to meet in London, at 
that Minute, as on Board the Haſtings. Every 
body ſeemnd pleaſed as ourſelves, at a Meeting ſo 
unexpected as they judged this to be, and my 
Meſsmates, as well as myſelf, ſtrove to outdo 
each other in Complaiſance and Tenderneſs to 
theſe new Comers, If I was ſurprized to ſee 
Prim, he was as much to fee me at Sea ; but 
we were obliged to ſuſpend our Curioſity to at- 
tend to other Matters. Captain Clements, for 
that was the Name of the Captain of the Ship 
that was burnt, returned, together with the reſt, 
the moſt unfeigned Thanks for the Relief we had 
afforded them, and begged Captain Social would 
permit him and his Crew to remain with him, 
till ſuch Time as he met a Veſſel bound to Eu- 
rope; promiſing to draw Bills on his Owners to 
indemnify him ; but Prim, which made me ſtare 
at him, aſſured our Captain, that he would ſa- 
tisfy him for every Thing before he left our Ship, 
and accept Captain Clements's Bills himſelf. We 
were loon induced to comply, and when every 
Thing was regulated for the Men, and Births al- 
ſigned them, Captain Social provided Mr. 1 

| | Wit 
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with a Cabbin ; and I deſired the Favour of Prim, 
to accept of Half mine whilſt he ſtaid on Board, 
which he readily acquieſced in, and another Gen- 
tleman praQtiſed the ſame Hoſpitality to their 
Comrade, 

Captain Clements's Account of the late unfortu- 
nate Accident that had happened to his Ship, 
which was called the Lovely Betty, of fourteen 
Guns, and 300 Tons Burden, was thus: A Fire 
being left later than ordinary by the Cook in the 
Capooch, one of the Seamen had lighted his Pipe 
at it, and then went down to his Birth to ſmoke it 
with ſome of his Meſs-mates over a Can of Flip : 
It happened their Liquor was very low, and, to get 
a freſh Supply, they very honeſtly agreed that this 
ſame Fellow ſhould attempt to ſpile one of the 
Hogſheads of Rum, which, for Want of Room 
in the Hold, was ſtowed pretty near them: He 
forgot his Pipe, and whilſt he was at this precious 
Work, a Quantity of the lighted Tobacco fell into 
his Cheſt, which ſtood open, and ſome combuſti- 
ble Matters he had in it, being the Gunner's 
Mate, took Fire, which was not perceived till the 
Flames had got to too great an Head for all the 
Pains and Skill they made Uſe of to put a Stop to 
them. They knew they were not far trom the 
Cape de Verde Iſlands, which gave them ſome Spi- 
rits to attempt getting there in their Boat; but, 
however, not willing to miſs any Opportunity 
that might offer to ſave their Lives, before they 
left their Ship, they had fired thoſe Signals of Dil- 
treſs, which brought them the Bleſſing ot the Re- 
lief we gave them. The Captain concluded his 
Narration, by acquainting us, that Mr. Prim was 
the chief Sufferer, moſt of the Cargo being ſhip- 
ped by him, which, however, he was ſenſible he 
had wrote Word to inſure in London, by a 5 
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ſel that ſailed before from Barbadoes ; and, as to the 
Bottom, that he had inſured himſelf. 

I was ſurprized ſtill more and more, to hear Prim 
talked of thus, as a Man of great Worth, tho' I 
was heartily glad to hear it; and when we retired 
to Reſt, which was not till pretty late, after the 
mutual Careſſes were over, and I had gratificd his 
Curioſity to know how I came in the Haſtings, 1 
ſaid, My Friend, you left England very abruptly, 
which I have often thought of ſince with the ut- 
molt Concern; and, by the Situation you are in at 
preſent, I am ſenſible you muſt have met with ſe- 
veral Turns of Fortune, that I wiſh vou would 
gratify me in the Recital of. L have fo, indeed, 
my dear Thompſon, he replied, and, tho? at pre- 
ſent in ſuch Circumſtances, am really a happy 
Man: I always loved you, my Friend, have 
thought of you tenderly an hundred Times ſince 
my Departure, and, as ſoon as I had ſeen London, 
you'd have been the firſt Perſon I ſhould have re- 
newed my Acquaintance with, Come, make a 
Bowl of Punch, and, whilſt we are drinking it, 1 
will gratify you with a Relation of the good and 
bad Accidents that have occurred to me ſince my 
unhappy Breach with my Maſter, and the Means 
by which, I may ſay, I am at preſent rich and 
happy. I made the Punch, and Mr. Prim began 
his Adventures thus, 
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CH HP; AL. 
The Adventures of Mr. WILLIAM PRIX. 


OU remember what an Agony I was in that 
fatal Morning I took my Leave of you, after 
my Maſter had diſcovered my being deficient in 
the Caſh he had entruſted to my Care. He was 
ſo incenſed, that he would ſuffer me no longer to 
continue with him; and my Father, who was as 
much irritated againſt me, hurried me on Board 
an Eafi-Indfa Ship, which ſailed the next Day, the 
Captain of which he had ſome ſlight Acquaint- 
ance with, and who took me in Quality of his 
Clerk. All this was done ſo ſuddenly, that I was 
but poorly fitted out for ſuch a Voyage, and my 
Father has ſince lamented the Frecipiiancy with 
which he parted with me, by Letter, which has 
coſt him a great Deal of Affliction and nivmbericls 
Tears; but, being a Man of a warm ard paſſion - 
ate Diſpoſition, I can very eaſily forgive him, ei- 
pecially as it was an Introduction to the good For. 
tune 1 have ſince met wiih, 

Captain Surly, my Commander, who, from his 
Infancy had uſed the Seas, was z meer Brute, and 
wanted common Humanity, and my Father, hav- 
ing indiſcreetly confided to him the Secret of my 
being forced to Sea, upon the aforeſaid Account, 
inſtead of ſtriving to make my Captivity eaſy, and 
if I had any bad Principles, to reclatm me from 
them, he was continually obſerving, in a reproach- 
ing malicious Strain, the Slip that I made, and 
menacing me with bad Uſage, if I ſerved him as 
1 had done my former Maſter, 

You may gueſs that this ſat very hardly upon a 
Breaſt, that had ſome Principles of Honour, and 
knew how Mankind ought to be treated; but you 
mu 
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muſt confeſs, my Friend, this is too often the 
Caſe, and many an unhappy Man, that has been 
guilty of an Error, would reform, if the World 
would let him; but being expoſed and maltreated, 
they grow deſperate and regardleſs of what may 
happen to them, and finding all Mankind their 
Enemies, reſolve to be even with them, and com- 
mence downright Villains, from the Impoſſibility 
of regaining their Characters. However, this was 
not my Caſe, and I knew the humane and think- 
ing Part of Mankind would paſs over a ſingle 
Crime in a young Extravagant, could they ſee 'To- 
kens of Amendment that would juſtify their good 
Opinion of him. 

A Dog could not endure a worſe Life than I'did, 
moſt Part of this dreadful Voyage; and when I ex- 
poſtulated with him, he gave me the moſt oppro- 
brious Language, and, ſeveral Times, even went 
ſo far as to kick me out of the Cabbin, where he 
was generally drunk the greateſt Part of the Day. 
Such Tyranny made me weary of my Life, and I 
began not to care what became of me; and more 
eſpecially as the Ship's Crew took the Signal from 
their Captain, and treated me in general with the 
utmoſt Contempt; and one Day a Nephew of 
Surly's, who was a fourth Mate on Board, with- 
out the leaſt Provocation, took me by the Noſe, 
and led me about twenty Paces, to the great Di- 
verſion of the Ship's Company. Fleſh and Blood 
could hold out no longer, and, ſeizing him round 
the Waiſt, in Spite of all his Struggling, as he was 
not near ſo ſtrong as myſelf, I fairly flung him 
over Board, where he would certainly have paid 
for his Inſolence with his Life, if all the Sails had 
not been laid aback, and the Boat hoiſted out to 
ſave him, The Minute the Captain heard of this 
Action, he ordered me before him, and with the 
Fury of a Tiger fell upon me with his Cane, and 

having 
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having nothing to defend myſelf, and he being a 

very ſtrong Man, beat me moſt unmercifully, and 

then ordered me to be turned before the Maſt. I 

muſt ſay this for every one of the Officers and 

Men, that they thought my Uſage on this Occaſi- 

on very hard, and without the leaſt Colour of Juſ- 

tice; and a Supercargo we had on Board, was ſo 

exaſperated, that he told the Captain to his Face 

that he was a Scoundrel, for which the Brute or— 
dered him to keep to his Cabbin, and would not ſuf- 
fer him for ſome Days to take the Benefit of walk- 

ing upon the Quarter-deck. And now the young 
Surly uſed me worſe than ever any Galley-ſlave 
was uſed, and made me almoſt curſe the Hour I 
was born ; and if we had not put into Madagaſcar, 
where we were driven by Streſs of Weather, I 
ſhould have executed a Reſolution I had formed, 
which was, the firſt Opportunity, to ſeize him, 
and fling my ſelf over Board with him, and drown 
him and myſelf together; but the Sight of Land 
put other "Thoughts into my Head, which TI pur- 
ſued the DiQtates of in the following Manner : 
We lay in a good Bay on the Weſt Side of the 
Ifland, where we were repairing our Rigging, 
which I think is called the Bar of St. Auguſtine, and 
were employed in taking in 1ch Wood and Water 
as we ſtood in Need of fer the Proſecution of our 
Voyage; and as I was employcd in the Boat, in 
making frequent Trips from the Shore to the Ship 
to fetch on Board the Wood we cut, I reſolved, 
the firſt Opportunity I had to make my Eſcape, 
and rather truſt to the Mercy of the barbarous 
Natives, of whom I heard ftrange Accounts, or to 
the Chance of ſome other Ship's putting in, by 
which I might get off the Iſland, than longer to 
continue in the helliſh Slavery I was under amongſt 
this villainous Sett of Wretches, About two 


Leagues 


— 
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Leagues from our Landing-place was a very thick 
Wood, by which my Eſcape might be concealed 
till the Ship was obliged to purſue their Voyage. 
Being thus determined, I waited an Opportunity 
till the laſt Water was to come on Board, and 
mean Time ſecretly conveyed on the Shore, at 
| Times, a Tinder-box, ſome Biſcuit, and a Bot- 
| tle or two of Brandy, all which I had, unper- 
ceived by my Comrades, concealed in the Sand; 
and taking a lucky Time, when they were all 
engaged in Sleep, waiting a proper Minute, till 
the Tide ſet off Shore, I ſecured a Muſquct, and 
an Horn of Powder which lay by them, and, with 
all Expedition poſſible, gained the Wood I have 
before ſpoken of, where I tarried at the Skirts of it 
till ſuch Time as the Boat went on Board; which 
it did, after they had hallooed and hooped, for 
the Space of half an Hour, after me, to give me 
Notice of their going off. I had got upon a ri- 
ſing Hill, from behind which I could ſee the Veſ- 
ſel, without the Danger of being ſeen myſelf ; 
and whether the Brute was glad to get rid of 
me, or what, I can't tell; but, without ſending 
aſhore again to ſearch for me, they weighedAn- 
chor, and I ſaw them ſtand out to Sea, with a 
briſk Wind at N. V. by W. which ſoon carried 
them out of my Sight, 

I now began to feel all thoſe Terrors a Man 
muſt experience, upon being thus left alone in an 
unknown Country, of which I had heard dreadful 
Stories, ard without a ProipeQ of meeting with 
the Neceſſaries of L., wnleſs I threw myſelf into 
the Arms of barbarous Savages, who, perhaps, 
might treat me with more Cruclty than I had 
been uſed with before; and I began to bewail my 
Raſhneſs and Folly, in leaving the Ship: but I 
ſoon awaked from this Tumult of my Soul, and 
went to the Beach to get my Biſcuit and Brandy, 

an 
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and what other Matters I had left there, which I 
found ſafe, and then ſought the Cover of the 
Wood again; which I had no ſooner entered, 
than I eſpied upon a Tree, the Wood of which 
is ſomewhat like Brazil Wood, a Fowl of a 
black Colour, ſpotted with white, ſomewhat 
reſembling our Turkies, which I ſhot at, and 
killed; and, immediately cutting Sticks with 
my Knife, 1 made a Fire, dreſfed my Prize, 
and made as hearty a Meal as ever I did in my 
Life; and which was the more pleaſant, becauſe 
I had brought Salt on Shore in my Pocket, to 
reliſh what I killed. IT was now in great Want 
of Water, and a Veſſel to drink it in; the firſt 
Complaint I ſoon eaſed, by going to the Foot 
of the Rock where we had watered our Ship ; and 
my Hat ſerved me for drinking out of. In a few 
Days I began to find my Situation ver! D 
and reſolved to keep as near the Bay as [ conl2, 

| diſcover any Ship that ſhould chance to put in 
there, by which I might get off the Iſland. I 
found in the Woods Dates, and on the Mountains 
Oranges and Citrons, which alſo yielded as fine, 
clear Watcr 2s ever I drank. Apes abound here in 
Abundance, and many Birds fit for Food; but 
eſpecially that I have before ſpoken of, which has 
this remarkable Circumſtance, that it has yellow 
Horns on its Ficad, which is a V:xture of blue 
and red; and.they rove abou: the Woods in 
large Flocks, and are not ſhy, ſo that I got them 
without Difficulty ; and in a Rock, pretty near 
the Extremity of this Wood, I found a natural 
Cave, which ſerved me for my Lodging. My 
Brandy, by good Management, held out to a 
Miracle; and J ſoon learned tb live without 
Bread, in Lieu of which I eat Dates, What I 
moſt apprehended, was the Want of Powder, of 
which I had now only a few Charges left; and, 


to 
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to provide againſt the worſt, having a very good 
Knife, I cut long Lances of the hard Wood I 
have mentioned, and practiſed myſelf in darting at 
a Mark; ſo that at length I became fo dexter- 
ous, as to be able to transfix any Bird at a mode- 
rate Diſtance, that was not on the Wing. I had 
a Chart of the Ea/t-Indies, and ſeveral others, with 
a Treatiſe of Navigation, and a Pair of Compaſles, 
with which I employed ſome Part of my Time; 
and, at other Times, I cut my Name on the 
Trees, and the Date of the Year on which I vo- 
luntarily became a Fugitive from the Human 
Race; and one of theſe I carved very handſomely, 
with the following Inſcription : 


Seaman, 
This Inſcription will tell thee, 
That an unhappy Youth, 
William Prim, an Engliſhman, 
And Citizen of London, 
Choſe here to expoſe himſelf to all the Dangers 
of an unknown Country, 
Rather than longer pine under the Hardſhips in- 
flicted upon him, 
By John Surly, Commander of the Dover India 
Man, 
In the Ycar 17—. 
Oh! if my Grief were known, my dire Deſpair, 
Thou could'ſt not, ſure, thy pitying Tears for- 
bear ; 
Condemn'd, an hopeleſs Exile, thus to mourn, 
My native Plains, where I ſhall ne'er return! 
Ens entium miſerere mibi ! 


All this Time, which was now near -five 
Months, I had been diſcovered by none of the In- 
habitants, and took Care, for Fear of them, to 
keep pretty much within the Purlieus of the 
1 | Wood, 
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Wood, which I had ſo long made my Reſidence, 
often caſting a wiſhing Eye towards the Sea, from 
my Look-out, eagerly hoping for the Arrival of 
ſome Veſlel, to bear me from my melancholy So- 
litude, My Clothes were worn off my Back al- 
moſt, and hung in grievous Tattcrs about me 
and my Shoes had been gone a conſiderable Time; 
but my Feet were fo hardened and callous, that L 
felt no Incommodity from going barefooted. One 
Day I diſcovered, from my Eminence, two of the 
Natives going towards the Bay; but providential- 
ly, tho? they paſled thro! my Wood, they did not 
diſcover me. I can't expreſs to you the Affright 
i was in; for, had they ſeen me, I mutt have ex- 
pected to have been carried into the inland Parts 
of the Ifland, and have forſaken all Hopes of ever 
getting off, which now buoyed up my Spirits. 
They were well ſhaped, and had printed Pjeces of 
Linen, ſeemingly Callicoe, thrown over their 
Shoulders, by which I perceived they now and then 
trucked with the European Veſlels that came into 
the Iſland. They were armed with Bows and Ar- 
rows, and had each a long Wooden Lance in his 
Hard, I can't fay I was entirely, however, uith- 
out a Companion, for I had taken an Ape, in a 
Toil which I invented for that Purpoſe, made of 
the Boughs of Trees, over a deep Pit, which I 
had dug upon a Sand-hill; and though they are 
very large, I tamed him ſo, by my Kindneſs, 
that he böllowed me about like a Dog; and had 
lo many odd Pranks and Grimaces, that he often 
made me . laugh extremely, and would imitate 
all my Actions; ſo that I frequently ſent him for 
Water, and to gather me Oranges and Lemons, 
which he did very dexterouſly. At length my 
Deliverance arrived; and to my inexpreſſible _ 
Joy, when | had, as near as I can gueſs, ful- 
filled my ſeventh Month, as I was wiſttully ſur- 
VorLzll. F veying 
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veying the diſtant Ocean, and thinking over all 
the Accidents of my Life, I ſaw, ſome Leagues 
in the Offing, a Sail, and the Sight almoſt made 
me faint away ; but how rejoiced! beyond Ex- 
preſſion ! was I, when it ſtood directly into the 
Bay, and caſting Anchor there, ſent its Boat on 
Shore to look for freſh Water. I preſented my- 
ſelf before the Landing-place, and ſtartled them, 
by my ragged, uncouth Figure, which at firſt made 
them ſtare ; but our Joy was mutual when we 
diſcovered each other to be Countrymen ; and, 
when I had told them ſome Part of my Story, 
they carried me on Board to their Captain, who 
ſeemed to be a ſenſible humane Man, but who 
queſtioned me very cloſely, fearing I had belonged 
to ſome of the Pyrate Ships, with which theſe 
Seas ſwarmed; and when he was convinced of the 
contrary, he entertained me on Board, gave me 
Clothes and Neceſſaries, and I once more began 
to live; but, having been ſo long diſuſed to 
Breeches and Shoes, the former gauled me, and 
the latter ſwelled my Feet, moſt intolerably. The 
Captain's Name was Nel/on, and that of his 
Ship, the Charming Suſanna. I found he was very 
rich, and a conſiderable Planter in Virginia; 
and the Veſſel was his own; that he had carried 
a Lading of his own Fobacco to London, from 
whence he took in a proper Cargo, to trade on 
the Coaſt of Africa for Slaves; that a Mutiny had 
happened amongſt his Crew, who had riſen upon 
him, and ſeized the Ship, which they endeavoured - 
to bring round the Cape to this Iſland; but being 
in great Danger, in Lat. 400, 10', S. and Long. 
100. W of Londen, in a Storm they had releaſed 
him, to navigate the Veſſel, which he carried in- 
to the Cape; but tho' he bad them now in his 
Power, he had been ſo honourable as not to be- 
iray them to the Dutch ; and by mere Dint of 
Argument 
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Argument and Perſuaſion, at which I found him 
an Artiſt myſelf, had reclaimed them, and all 
was paſt over, after ſetting the two chief Muti- 
neers on Shore, and very juſtly paying them their 
Wages ; that another hard Gale had driven them 
ſo far to the Eaſtward, where their Want of Water 
had induced them to bear up to Madagaſcar, 
where they relieved me in ſo unexpeQed a 
Manner. 'There were 150 Negroes on Board, 
he having loſt near 80 in theſe Seas by Sickneſs, 

When Mr. Nelſon had heard my Story, which 
he animadverted upon with great Sweetneſs, and 
found that I was not a Seaman, but bred up a 
Trader, hegave me Charge of his Books, and made 
me alſo his Steward, as well as his Clerk, having 
loſt his former Steward in the Voyage ; and never 
was Man's Condition ſo altered for the better, for 
he was a mild, ſociable, humane Creature, had 
little of the rough Seaman, but a vaſt deal of 
the Gentleman, about him; and had, I ſoon 
found, ſtudied and read the beſt Authors. In 
ſhort, I loved him, and ſerved him ſo readily and 
affe ctionately, that I perceived I gained much up- 
on his Mind; and you'd be ſurprized to think 
how dearly he valued me in ſo ſhort a Time; 
but now he never would eat or drink without 
me ; I became his conſtant Companion; and, 
by the Civilities I was thereby enabled to confer 
on my Shipmates, gained the Eſteem of the whole 
Ship's Crew. I found my Captain had in Virgi- 
nia a Wife, and one Davghter, of whom he was 
often talking with great Tenderneſs ; and he pro- 
miſed me, if I'd ſettle with him there, he would 
give me a handſome Salary, to look after his Af- 
fairs; which Propoſal I readily cloſed with; and 
indeed one main Inducement was, the Character 
he gave Miſs Fanny, of whom I became ee 

"WY _enamoured, 
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enamoured, and already conceived Hopes of poſ- 
ſeſſing her, and making my Fortune. 

We had a very good Voyage till we came to 
the Cape de Verde Iſlands, where we touched at 
St. Vincent, but had no ſooner taken our Depar- 
ture, than a great Storm aroſe, which puzzled 
all the Skill of our Seamen, and it was with Dif- 
ficulty we rode it out after loſing our Main- maſt, 
which was ſhivered from Top to Bottom by a 
Flaſh of Lightning ; and being unſtepped by the 
ſame Flaſh, rolled over-board, endangering the 
Loſs of the Ship, which, however, was preferved 
ſafe; and bearing away for the Leewward-Iflands, 
under a Jury-maſt, we there remained near a 
Month to refit, in which Time we diſpoſed of 
an hundred of our Negroes, to great Advantage. 
My Health, during all theſe tedious Adventures 
and Voyages, was not in the leaſt affected; and! 
grew rather ſtronger and ſtronger, by the conti- 
nual Exerciſe I went thro'; and the Captain fall- 
ing ill at Bridgetown in Barbadoes, he truſted the 
Management of all his Concerns to me, without 
Reſerve; in which I behaved with ſuch Diligence 
and Fidelity, that he embraced me, when he ſaw 
my Accounts; and, over and above my Wages, 
made me a genteel Preſent of twenty Guineas 
and ſpoke of me in ſuch Terms, to the Gentle- 
men of that Ifland, that, if my. Gratitude to him 
would have ſuffered me, I might have ſettled 
there with great Advantage. 

We arrived at Gloucefter in Virginia, in about 
ten Days after we ſet fail from Barbadoes ; but 
in our Paſſage we had very near all been deſtroycd, 
by a very terrible Accident that happened to us; 
and my Behaviour, on the Occaſion, ſtill more 
and more endeared me to Mr. Nelſon, One of 
our People, being ſent down in to the Powder- 
room for ſome Cartridges, in an Abſence of 

'Thought, 
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Thought, carried an Inch of Candle with him, 
without putting it into a Lanthorn, which was 
an uſual Precaution we made uſe of; and, having 
ſome Difficulty to come at what he wanted, very 
calmly ſtuck it into a Barre] of Powder, which 
was half unheaded; and forgetting it afterwards, 
came up without it, faſtening the Hatch Way at- 
ter him. I immediately recollected he had car- 
ried a Candle with him, and called him aft, where 
the Captain, a Mate, and myſelf were walking 
on the Quarter-deck, and aſked him haſtily, What 
he had done with the Candle? The Fellow 
ſtood aghaſt, and could not utter a Word; 
Mr. Nelſon, and all the reſt of us, turned as pale 
as Death, and he ordered the Boat out immedi- 
ately, expecting every Minute the Ship to blow up; 
but I inſtantly aſſumed Preſence of Mind enough 
in this Dread and Confuſion, and opening the 
Hatch, jumped down the Ladder, where I found 
the ſteady Candle had burnt till within the Di- 
ſtance of two Lines, only, from the Powder: I 
immediately ran my Hand gently under it, and 
ſcooping that, and an Handful of Powder with it, 
out of the Barrel, endeavoured to tols it up into 
the Cabbin, but it fired in my Hand, and burnt 
me in a dreadul Manner : However, it faved 
the Ship and our Lives, and every Body had ſuch a 
Senſe of the Hazard I ran, and the Service I had 
done them, that the Captain claſped me in his 
Arms, and told me he would ever eſteem me as 
his Son; and the whole Ship's Company rang Ac- 
clamations and Praiſes to. me, from Stem to 
Stern. Mr. Nelſon's Plantation was upon James Ri- 
der; ſo that when he had delivered ſome Part of 
his Cargo at Gleuceſter, we ran up, and anchored at 
his very Door, ſaluting his Family with all our 
Suns. Mr. Nelſon made me dreſs myſelf ir a rich 
Suit of Clothes, which he ordered me to pro- 
F 3 vide 


102 The Life and Adventures 


vide myſelf with at Bridgetown; and being, 
you know, no contemptible Figure, he made me 
a great many Compliments on the Gentility of 
my Perſon. We were rowed on Shore in the 
Barge, only him and myſelf ; and he was received 
at his Arrival, by his Wife and Daughter, with 
a Tenderneſs that well indicated the Regard they 
had for ſo valuable a Relation. He preſented me 
to them with theſe kind Expreſſions : See here, 
* Ladies, a Man to whom I owe my Ship and 
« Cargo, my own Lite and that of my People : 
I beg you'd eſteem him as a Friend of mine, 
„ and who is going to become one of my Fa- 
« mily.” I ſaluted Mrs. Nelſon, and her amiable 
Daughter, at whoſe Sight, I muſt confeſs, I di- 
realy yielded up my Heart a Prize to her Charms. 
They received me with great Politeneſs and 
Good-nature ; and J found Mrs. Nelſon's Tem- 
per to be pretty much a Copy of her Huſband's ; 
but, and my dear Friend, you will ſuffer a 
Lover to fpeak, I found Miſs Fanny, paſt all my 
I'xpeQations, lovely, and the Beauties of her 
Mind exceeded far, even thoſe of her Perſon. 
You know, Thompſon, that I have a good Ad- 
dreſs, and a ready Fluency of Speech; and I 
put myſelf forward in every Thing that could be 
agreeable to my Friend, and theſe Ladies; in- 
ſomuch, that Fanny, I believe, ſoon perceived 
me another gueſs Creature than the Buckſkins, 
a Term the Towns-people make uſe of jocoſely, 
to diſtinguiſh the Country Planters, who had 
made Love to her; and I flattered myſelf, that 
this fieſt Interview gave her ſome Motions in my 
Favour. She was tall and fine ſhaped, her Fea- 
tures regular, and her delicate Skin was of the 
fineſt White that ever I beheld ; ſhe was near 
19 Years of Age; and if ſhe had any Fault, it 
was that of being a little affected, and _ con- 

cious 
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ſcious of the Charms Nature had given her. Mr. 
Nelſon was a juſtice of Peace in the County, and 
ſo reſpected by his Neigbbours, that we had a 
Croud of Viſitors every Day for ſome Time, to 
welcome him on his Arrival; and determining 
not to go to Sea again, he put his Mate into the 
Veſſel as Captain, and loaded him with a Cargo 
for London, ſoon after; and juſt before he ſailed, 
I paſſed a Compliment, at an Entertainment, that 
was made us on Board, which my young Lady 
took with a ſenſible Pleaſure. I aſked Mr. Nelſon, 
Why he called his Veſſel the Charming Suſanna ? 
To which he anſwered, wondering at my Queſ- 
tion, that it was the Name he bought her in, and 
he never had thought it worth while to alter it; 
but, Sir, I beg the Favour you would re-baptize 
her, ſays 1; and, if I have found any Favour in. 
your Sight, let me give it a Name that has a real 
Meaning : Agreed, ſays he, What ſhall the Name 
be ? I bowed to the Company, and, begging them 
to walk on the Quarter-deck, I ſtepped: forward, 
with a Bottle of Wine in my Hand; and daſhing 
it againſt the Main-maſt, cried, From hencefor- 
ward, this Veſſel ſhall be called the Lovely Fanny, 
as a juſt Compliment to the fineſt. Woman in 
Virginia! Miſs bluſhed like Scarlet ; her Father 
and Mother were pleaſed, as well as herſelf, 
to the laſt Degree; and we fired a Round of the 
Guns at this new Ceremony. When we came 
Home, whether the Liquor, which I had drank 
pretty freely of, or the Heat of the Weather, op- 
preſſed me, I can't tell; but I all on a Sudden 
ſell down, without Senſe or Motion, which 
frightened Mr. Nelſon and his Lady extremely; 
but as to Miſs, ſhe was like one diſtracted, and 
talked ſo tenderly of me, before by Bleeding I was 
brought to my Senſes, that her Father and Mo- 
ther were amazed at it, and perceived I had 
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made a very deep Impreſſion on her Mind. In 
ſhort, my Friend, I won't trouble you with our 
Courtſhip, which tho? it yielded me the greateſt 
Pleaſure, would not be very intereſting to you ; 
ard ſhall only relate a Circumſtance, which made 
a great deal in my Favour, ard haſtened the 
Match ; which was this : 

We were, with her Father and Mother, in a 
diſtant County, at the Back of the Colony, pay- 
ing a Viſit to Mr. Hee, a Planter there, whoſe 
Son, a great, fenſeteſs, Harobuck, was deſperately 
in Love with her; and tho? ſhe hated him, I 
knew, vet ſhe permitted his Addreſſes, on Pur- 
poſe to make me jealous, and more ſubmiſſive ; 
and one Evening walking in a neighbouring Sa— 
vu nab, whilſt fhe was, by Turns, raiſing and de- 
preſſing our Hopes, for we were both with ber; 
and bad juit faid, Gentlemen, I have no Opinion 
ct a Man's Profeſſions, that can thus live tamely 
with his Rival ; I ſhould rather think Rage and 
Deſpair ſhould engage them to fight for the Poſ- 
i. on of what they ſo eagerly wiſh ; and I ſhould 
be glad to be the firſt Woman in Virginia, that 
has been the Subject of a Duel; when out iſſued 
from the Wood a dreadful large briſtling Wild 
Hog, and, without Fear, made acroſs the Savan- 
nab, directly oppoſite to us. Poor Miſs ſcreeked 
out and ran for Shelter, in her Hurry to young 
Hoe who had a Matchet by his Side; but he di- 
realy ſcoured away in a Minute; whilltI laugh- 
ing, had Preſence of Mind to halloo out to him 
to come and defend his Miſtreſs, who by this 
Time was fallen into a Swoon, In fine, I had no 
Time to loſe, for the Brute advanced apace, and 
began to grunt, like a real wild Boar, caſting up 
his Snout, all white with Foam, into the Air, and 


gnaſhing his prominent, jaggy Tuſks, I drew 
my 
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my Hanger, and made a Stroke at him that hard- 
ly penetrated his Hide, and but inflamed him the 
more ; and, tearing up the very Ground for Mad- 
neſs, he attacked me, with a Spring, and tore 
my Breeches up, and made a flight Wound in 
my left Thigh, which I immediately returned, 
by cleaving him at one Blow, aimed with all the 
Strength 1 was Maſter of, down the Skull; and 
ſeconding it, he fell, and roſe no more. Fanny 
had juſt recovered, and ſeen the latter Part of the 
Fight ; and now, like a Guy of Warwick, or a 
valiant Moor of Moor-Hall, I cut off his Head 
and laid it bleeding at my Miſtreſs's Feet. The 
firſt Thing ſhe did was to lend me her Handker- 
chief to bind up my Wounds; and whilſt ſhe 
was doing that, obſerved what a Scoundrel, and 
Coward, her other Lover was; adding, at the 
ſame Time, giving me her Hand, generouſly 
you have ſaved my Life, and therefore it is but 
Juſtice to devote it, for the Future, to your 
| Happineſs and Satisfaction. I embraced the grate- 
ful Fair One with Tranſport, and carried her to 
the Houſe, where Hoe was ſufficiently roaſted 
by all preſent, and I was as much applauded ; fo 
that in about fix Months after this, with the 
Conſent of both Father and Mother, I mar- 
ried my amiable Fanny, and partook of De- 
lights, in that tender Union, that are far too 
great for the Power of Eloquence to deſcribe. 
My Father-in-law and Mother ſurrendered a 
large Plantation to our Uſe, and to our inex- 
preſſible Grief, both of them deceaſed about half a 
Year ago, leaving us in actual Poſſeſſion of near 
30, 00 J. My Love to this dear Creature has been 
conſtantly encreaſing, and ſhe has bleſſed me with 
a lovely Boy, that is juſt the Picture of his Mo- 
ther. If any Thing at firſt gave me Uneaſineſs, 
it was the obſerving a Coldneſs in my Wite's Diſ- 
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- Poſition, which did not ſuit with the Warmth and 
Fervour of my ſanguine and amorous Temper, and 
which I often reproached her with; but I ſoon 
got her lovely Perſon, in as full Perfection, as 1 
knew before I had her Soul. 

I parted with her, to come this Voyage to ſet- 
tle ſome Affairs in England, with the utmoſt Re- 
gret; and indeed ſhe would have been my Com- 
rade in it, if ſhe was not big with Child, which 
would not permit me to truſt her to the uncertain 
Dangers of the Sea ; and the Event has proved the 
Juſtneſs of my Judgment ; though nothing gives 
me Pain in the Accident that has happened to me, 
fince it has procured me the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
Mr. Thompſon, ſave that it will make my Voyage 
ſomewhat longer, and thereby detain me, more 
than I propoſed from the Arms of my dear Wite, 
to whoſe Labour I am under ſolemn Promiſe to 
return, it Providence permits me. I hope the 
Friends I have wrote to, have inſured my Cargo ; 
but if not, the Loſs, at preſent, won't be much to 
me; and I have Bills about me, to the Value of 
2000. upon ſome of the beſt Merchants in Lon- 
den. And thus you ſee, my Friend, that I am a 
very happy Man; and J do aſſure you, I ſtrive, by 
doing all the Good in my Power to my Fellow- 
creatures, to return Thanks to Providence for its 
Bleſſings, and to atone for the former Irregularity 
of my Conduct. But now I ſhould be glad to hear 
how Speculiſt, Prig, and the Reſt of our old Ac- 
quaintance do; and whether in Purſe or Perſon I 
can ſerve my old Friend, and prove to him, that 
I am the ſame diſintereſted Will Prim, he former- 
ly knew me to be, 
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CHAP. ALY. 


The mutual 


He ſatisfies Prim in bis Enquiries. 
Civilities that paſs between them. They touch 
at one of the Cape de Verde Iſlands. A Veſ- 
lel puts in there alſo, bound to Glaſgow in ou 
land. Proves to be freighted by Prim's Over- 
cer. Ile goes on Board her. ——Entertains the 
Gentlemen from the Haſtings. They take Leave 
of each other, and proceed on their reſpective Voy- 
ages. 


WAS charmed with the frank and open Air 

with: which Mr. Prim related his Adventures, 
and the various Difficulties and Diſtreſſes he had 
encountered before his fortunate and happy Settle- 
ment, and congratulated him with the utmoſt Sin- 
cerity ; and we both obſerved, that many young 
Fellows of natural good Diſpoſitions, and whoſe 
Minds were of a generous Caſt, though they might 
be ſomewhat rakiſh, and purſue bad Courſes ; yet 
one Time or other, their good Senſe will get the 
better of their Follies, and they will return to 
thoſe Maxims of Virtue and Honour which they 
had forſaken, He was forry for my worthy Maſ- 
ter's Misfortunes, and was ſurprized at what IL 
told him of my Friend Diaper's being gone to the 
Indies, ſaying, I think we are all turned Adven- 
turers for my Part, but Prig, who holds his own 
Ground, and thrives in his native Country, which 
I am very much rejoiced at, and will call to ſee 
him. I told him, if he had any Luck in getting 
to England, that Prig would be in Yorkſbire ; then, 
Faith, ſays Prim, if you will give me a Direction, 
I will go and pay him a Viſit there, I anſwered, 
I ſhould do that with great Pleaſure, and would 


recommend 
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recommend him to my Father's Acquaintance, and 
ſome other worthy People, to whom I would take 
an Opportunity to write by him, if he'd take the 
Trouble to carry the Letters; which, he ſaid, he 
would make it his Care and Study to do; and in- 
formed me, that if his Wife would conſent, he in- 
tended in a few Years to ſettle in his native Coun- 
try, there to ſpend the Remainder of his Days, 
and hoped he ſhould ſee me there too by that 
Time. He was very ſorry for pocr S peculiſt, tho', 
he ſaid, he had not behaved to him very handſome- 
ly ; and, being very curious to know my real Mo- 
tives for going to the Eaſt-Indies, I related all my 
Misfortunes to him, at which he very tenderly 
ſympathized with me; and attempted to ſpeak 
ſome encouraging Words of Comfort. Let me aſ- 
ſure you, my Friend, ſays he, if ever you have any 
Occaſion, if you'll draw Bills on me, Pl pay them 
at Sight, for any Sum of Money you may want, 
and here is my Direction: To Col. Prim, up- 
on James River, in Virginia, —for you muſt know 
J am a military Man too, and command in our 
Virginia Militia, and am alfo in the Commiſſion of 
the Peace tor James, York, and Glouceſter Counties. 
F thanked him for his Civility, and then opened 
my Wardrobe, defiring him to fit himſelf with 
what Clothes he liked beſt amongſt them: He 
choſe a Suit of blue Cloth with a gold Lace, and 
took three of my Shirts, and ſome other Neceſſa- 
ries of that Kind, having loſt all, but what he had 
on his Back, in the late Conflagration of his Ship. 
He offered to give me a Bill to the Amount, but 
'T refuſed it with Anger, ard told him Pd truſt till 
we {aw each other in England, The Winds not 
hanging very favourably for us, Captain Social re- 
ſolved to touch at St. Vincent, one of the Cape de 
Verde Iſlands, which we ſaſely reached; and in a 
very commodious Bay came to Anchor, intending 
to 
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to purchaſe ſome additional live Stock, and get a 
Recruit of freſh Water to fill our empty Caſks. 
Here I took an Opportunity of writing to my Fa- 
ther and Mother, and all my good Friends in York- 
ſhire, and alſo to Mr. and Mrs. Bellair and Miſs 
Sukey; all which, with proper Directions and In- 
ſtructions, I confided to the Cuſtody of Mr. Prim. 
We ſpent our Time very agreeably, often taking 
Trips to the Shore, and our new Comrades being 
all as agreeable as ourſelves, we led a Life that was 
really to be envied. I ſhall not take up my Read- 
er's Time in a Deſcription of thoſe Iflands which 
are ſo well known, and of which ſuch ample Rela- 
tions are given in Books of Voyages, which may 
juſtify ſuch Omiſſions in the future Courſe of my 
Adventures. 

When we had lain here about two Dave: a large 
Ship came in, which Captain Clements knew to be 
a Ship he had left in Virginia, commanded by 
Captain Cable; and Prim, he, and myſelf, with 
two or three more of our Company, went on 
Board her, and found that moſt Part of the Car- 
go had been ſhipped by Mr. Prim's Overſeer, and 
was conſigned to Mr. Ferguſon, a Merchant at 
Glaſgow, on his Account. The Captain was 
glad to fee his Freighter, and ſoon agreed to take 
him, Captain Clements, and the Crew of his Ship 
on Board, and to carry them to that Port; Mr. 
Prim engaging to pay what was thought due, over 
and above their working their Paſſage. We were 
entertained very nobly on Board, and ſoon after 
Prim and his Ship? s Company removed to Captain 
pie 24 s Ship, giving Captain Szcial an Indemnifica- 

tion for their Stay on Board of him. "T'wook the 
Hands, being willing, were entertained on Board 
the Haſtings, and agreed to go to-the Indies with 
bo Social. 8 


I ſtayed 
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I ſtayed with Prim in the Veſſel he was going 
Home in, and, in a Day or two after he had left 
us, all the Gentlemen on Board the Haſtings were 
invited to an Entertainment on Board the York, 
where we were regaled with the beſt the Ship 
could afford, and Prim was never tired with Cap- 
tain Clements, of paying their Acknowledgements 
to us; we had our Mulick with us, and ſpent the 
Day in a moſt agrecable Manner, making an En- 
tainment of the fame Sort next Day for them in 
the Haſtings ; and Prim got a Pipe ot Madeira, and 
ſome other Refreſhments, which he beſtowed as a 
Preſent on the Crew of our Skip, in Return for 
the Civilities they had ſhewn to his People. He 
alſo would inſiſt upon encreaſing our Stores out of 
the York, which was extremely well provided for 
her Voyage to Scotland. 

Both Ships having taken in what they had Oc- 
caſion for at Str. Ficent, and the Wind ſerving to 
turn out of the Bay, we both weighed, after 
taking Leave of each other in the moſt affection- 
ate Manner ; Prim and myſelf being almoſt melt- 
ed into Tears, at Parting, He would make me 
accept of a Diamond Ring, as a Token of his 
Love, which I returned by a Preſent of the like 
Kind ; and, having a very fine Gold repeating 
Watch, he inſiſted upon making Captain Social a 
Preſent of it for all Favours, and he alſo made ſome 
very pretty Acknowledgments to the other Gen- 
tlemen of our Mes, 

We both got out to Sea, and ſalfited each other 
with our Guns, and three Cheers, and their Ship 
was ſoon out of Sight. 

It gave me extreme Satisfaction, that I had met 
with ſuch an Opportunity of writing to my dear 
Friends in England, which I knew would in ſome 
Meaſure eaſe them of their Anxiety for my Wel- 


fare. 
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CHAP. XLVI. 


They are in Danger from a Water $ pout, 
is ſaved from a great Peril by his Servant. 
Capt. Social dies, T hey are driven by a Storm 
to the Southward, In great Diſtreſs. They 
meet with Land. Bear up to the Cape of Good 
Hope. Refit their Veſſel, and proceed on their 
Voyage. | 


He 


HIS Meeting with Prim ſpread an Eaſe and 
Calm over my Mind, that was very ſalutary 
to me ; and no one, that has not been long and 
tedious Voyages, can imagine how agreeable it is 
at a great Diſtance from Home to meet with a 
Friend or a Countryman ; you ſeem then to be 
enjoying all you have left behind you, ard ſuch an 
Interview ſtores you with a Number of pleafin 
Ideas and Remembrances that ſoften and leſſen all 
the Fatigues you undergo. We touched at St. 
Helena, where we continued only two Days, and 
then run away for the Latitude of the Cape; but 
we were ſurprized one Morning with the Sight of 
what the Seamen call a Water Spout, and the 
mbore ſo, as they are not very frequent on this Side 
the Cafe ; for my Part I regarded it as a curious 
Inſtance of the Wonders of Nature, but did not 
indulge my Delight ſo far as not to be apprehen- 
five of ſome Danger: We were ſo near, that we 
could fee the Water aſcend thro' this Column of 
Air, and were obliged to tack, to avoid any ill 
Conſequences that might ariſe from its breaking, 
which, at the Diſcharge of a Swivel, it did, cur- 
ling the Ocean with a white Foam as far as Eye 
could reach. It was merry enough to hear the ſu- 
perſtitious Reaſonings of the Sailors upon this 
Phenomenon ; 


1 
4 
S 
1 


112 The Life and Adventures 


Phænomenon; I looked upon it as one of thoſe na- 
tural Events, that illuſtrate and demonſtrate the 
Truth of the new Philoſophy. I was at tentively 
viewing its Diſappearance, and for that Purpoſe 
had ſtretched myſelf further than ordinary out of 
one of the Cahbin Windows, when the Ship ſent 
an Head fo viclently, that I was ſuddenly caſt out 
a Prey to the Waves: I beſtirred myſelf, after the 
firſt Surprize was over, and began to ſwim after. 
the Veſſel, which made conſiderable Way; and 
was in the utmoſt Terror, as I happened to be 
the only one in the Cabhin, at the Thought of be- 
ing left by them ; but luckily Truman, my Man, 
caſting his Eyes abroad, diſcovered me ſtruggling 
with the Billows, and making what Efforts I could 
to raiſe my Head above Water, in ſuch-a Manner 
as to be perceived: He knew me, and, telling the 
next Perſon to him of what he had ſeen, imme- 
diately jumped over Board to my Aſſiſtance. He 
was an excellent Swimmer, and ſoon came up to me, 
where I was almoſt ſpent with Labour and over- 
come with Deſpair; and, ſlipping under me, ſup- 
ported me on his Back, till, the Ship being ſuffi- 
ciently now alarmed, the Sails were backed, a 
Boat put out, and we were taken up more dead 
than alive, and carried on Board. We ſoon came 
to ourſelves, and every one congratulated my De- 


liverance; and I was fo ſtruck with this Action of 


Truman's, that I thought I could not acknowledge 
his Affection and Attachment too much; and from 
this Time I gave him a more reſpectful Treat- 
ment, made him Superintendent of all my Affairs, 
and, finding him a Man of as good an Head as he 
had an Heart, I ſeldom reſolved on any Thing, 
without firſt aſking his Advice; and by this faith- 
ful Servant I reaped many Advantages, as will be 
perceived in the following Part of my AO 
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Poor Captain Social was attacked, about this Time, 
with the Gout in his Stom:ch, which he had for 
a Series of Years been af: ted with, in ſo violent a 
Manner, that, notwithſtanding all the Aſſiſtance 
of our Surgeon, a Paroxyſm carried him off, to the 
great Regret of every body on Board, as he was 
truly an excellent Scaman, a vigilant Commander, 
and a Gentleman of great good Temper and Hu- 
manity. He was ſucceeded, in the Command of 
the Haſtings, by Mr. Bentley, our firſt Mate, whoſe 
good Qualities could alone conſole us for our Los. 
The Death of our Captain was followed by a vio- 
lent Storm, which met us in Longitude 109, Weſt, 
and Latitude 300. 8', South, and continued without 
Intermifſion tor 14 Days; fo that our People be- 
ing all jaded and tired, our Ship tried an Hull, 
and drove at the Mercy of Winds and Waves, and, 
by our Reckonings, tar to the South of our true 
Courſe, It was now I began to conceive and feel 
the Miſeries and Hardſhips of a Sea-taring Life, 
and for moſt Part of the Time, as we could light 
no Fires, we were forced to content ourſelves with 
Biſcuit, and ſuch cold Stores, as we had by us, to 
ſatisfy our Hunger; being alſo forced to keep cloſe 
in our Cabbins, for the moſt experienced Seamen 
could very difficultly ſtand the Deck. The tenth 
Day, whilſt the Waves rolled over us, and burſt 
upon us with a Fury that made us apprehend every 
Minute we ſhould founder, our Foremaſt was 
brought by the Board, and it was with Difficulty 
we cleared ourſelves of her, Time enough to pre- 
vent the Damage we feared it would do us; and 
we had no ſooner got over that Diſtreſs, than one 
of our Guns of the lower Pier broke looſe, and 
we were apprehenſive ſhe would by her forceful Sal- 
lies, break through the Ship's Sides; in ſhort we 
were all Confuſion, but the Captain, who, with a 
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commendable Preſence of Mind, ordered up all the 
Hammocks and Beddings, and ſo providentially 
chocked her up, that we found the Danger quite 
over, When the Storm, in ſome Meaſure, ſub- 
ſided, we found ourſelves in Latitude 500, and 
ſome Minutes South, and as near as we could 
gueſs in Longitude 119, 15% Eaſt of the Meridian 
of London, in the vaſt and unploughed Southern 
Ocean; and, a Calm ſucceeding of many Days, 
our Water grew ſo ſcanty, that we were reduced 
to Half a Pint a Day; and, to add to our Cala- 
mity, above Half the Ship's Crew were eaten up 
with the Scurvy, and our freſh Proviſions were ſo 
low, that what we ſpared to them, was not ſuffi- 
cient to be of much Service in that dreadful Dif- 
temper ; but how ſurprized were we one Morning, 
when a Man at the Maſt- head, cried out, Land! 
Land ! and ſounding, we found fifty Fathom Wa- 
ter: We were at a Loſs to imagine what Land 
this could be, which bore from us South-eaſt, till 
Mr. Bentley, in one of his Charts, found a Cape, 
which was there called Cape Circumciſion, and was 
a very late Diſcovery. I muſt own, juſt at that 
Moment, I was in Hopes our Commander would 
ſend a Boat to diſcover the Coaſt ; but, a ſoutherly 
Wind ſpringing up, he took the Advantage of it, 
and ſtood away to the North-weſtward, which 
Courſe in a few Days Time brought us ſafely into 
Saldana Bay at the Cape of Good-Hope, to our inex- | 


Preſſible Joy and Satisfaction. Here our Men 


were ſoon recovered of their Toil and Ilineſs, and 


I received great Pleaſure in viewing the fine Settle- 


ments of the induſtrious Dutch, at the Cape, who 
have made a Paradiſe of the Country the Englliſb 
deſpiſed, and all other Nations looked upon with 
the utmoſt Diſtaſte. The Natives themſelves, who 
ſeemed hardened to all the Maxims of human 

Creatures, 
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Creatures, now, under their Government, begin 
to aſſociate together and form Societies; that are 
a plain Proof the wildeſt Natures may be cultivated, 
if preper Methods are employed. We lay here 
near three Weeks, and, having taken in proper 
Proviſions and Refreſhments for the further Part 
of our Voyage, we weighed, with one French and 
two Dutch Ships in Company, and with a fine 
Gale, and delightful Weather, doubled this fa- 
mous Promontory and entered the Indian Ocean, 
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CHAP. XLVIL ® 


They are ebliged to put into the Iſland of Java.— 
Sail from thence, and arrive at Fort St. George 
on the Coaſi of Coromandel.—He is well re- 

* ceived, —Falls ill, —Recovers, and applies bim- 
Self aſſiduouſly to the Duties of bis Profeſſion, — 
Receives Letters from England. 


E purſued our Voyage thro? this delightful 

Sea for ſeveral Days, with all the Succeſs 

we could defire, and methinks nothing can equal 
the Pleaſure we experienced : Still quiet Gales 
filled our ſteady Sails, the Veſſel gently gliding 
thro' the Waves, and, if the Heat was almoſt 
intolerable, we were compenſated, by having lit- 
tle elſe to do than to look Abroad, and ſurvey 
the fine Skies, and the ſmooth Face of the Ocean, 
curled into meandring Forms by the ſliding Keel. 
An infinite Number of Sheerwaters and other 
Birds of the aquatic Kind, attended our Progrels ; 
the timorous flying Fiſh, purſued by the devour- 
ing Albiceres, now and then ſkimmed over us, 
whilſt the ſportive Porpoiſe, tumbling with un- 
couth Poſtures, baſked every now and then on: 
the Surface of the Waters, This Weather did 
not 
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not however continue a great while, andwas follow- 
ed by a ſmarter Gale at North-eaſt than we eould 
well expect; ſo that we were driven a great Way 
to Leeward, and our Captain thought it adviſea- 
ble to try to ſtretch over, either to fall in with 
the Iſland of Sumatra or Java; which laſt we 
ſafely reached, and anchored in the Port of Bata- 
via, the Capital of the Dutch Empire in this Part 
of the World; where we were viſited by the pro- 
per Officers, who continued on Board of us to pre- 
vent any illicit Trade, as few of our outward-bound 
Indiamen ever touch at their Settlements in this 
Country. However, conſidering Dutch Craft and 
Policy, we were tolerably well uſed, permitted to 
buy ſuch Things as were necaſſary for us, and to 
go on Shore, Nothing is a greater Proof of the 
Opulence of their Company, and their Power in 
the Eaſt-Indies, than this City, which has in it all 
the Conveniencies and Pleaſures this Part of the 
World can afford; and it is ſurprizing to what an 
Height they have raiſed themſelves, by Perſeve- 
rance and abſolute Induſtry, in ſuch a few Years, 
as thoſe ſince they applied themſelves ſo indefatiga- 
bly to this Trade, The Dutch Governor General 
lives like a Prince, and exacts and receives more 
Homage than the States General themſelves, do 
from their Subjects in Europe, We lay here only 
three Days and half, and then put to Sea with the 
Wind at S. V. which ſtill ſhiſting more favoura- 
bly, we entered the Harbour of Fort St. George, 
after a tedious and fatiguing Voyage of near ſeven 
Months, faluting the Fort, which was returned 
by the like Compliment. We landed the next 
Day, and waited on the Governor, by whom 
we were very politely received; and I was alſo 
viſited! and congratulated on my Arrival by the 
reſt of the Gentlemen and FaQtors of the Place, 
which much exceeded the Ideas I had FI 
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of it, Fort St. George is a very handſome ſtrong 
Building, but ſadly ſituated, the Soil being very 
ſandy and dry, ſo that all Roots and Herbs are 
brought to Perfection with a great deal of Trou- 
ble: The Sea rolls very impetuouſly upon the 
Shore, and more ſo than any other Place on 
the Coaſt of Coromandel. The white or Euro- 
can Towns, has two Churches, one for the 
Engliſh, the other for the Roman Cathelicks; I 
hired a Lodging in what they call the Od Col- 
lege, which was but a fouty Kind of Dwelling ; 
but I found many other Gentlemen Factors there, 
which made me tolerable eaſy. It is governed 
by a Mayor and Aldermen. The black Town is 
inhabited by Gentows, Mahometans, Armenians, 
and Portugueze, and has Temples and Churches 
for each Religion. The Company have a Mint, 
and there are ſeveral Publick Schools in the 
Town. The Governor is the ſupreme Magiſ-— 
trate, and has a Council, compoſed generally 
of Factors and Merchants, with whom he con- 
ſults on the Company's Concerns. The Colony 
has very little of its own Produce or ManufaQtures, 
for Foreign Markets; and the Trade is princi- 
pally in the Hands of the Armenians and Jews, 
the Engliſh being greatly employed in Ship-build- 
ing. There are ſuppoſed to be $0,000 Inhabi- 
tants in the 'Towns and Villages, under the Com- 
pany's Juriſdiction; and there are about 500 Eng- 
liſh amongſt them, as Gentlemen, Merchants, Sea- 
men, and Soldiers, People enjoy a great Share 
of Health here, and look briſk and ruddy ; the 
Heats in Summer being the greateſt Trouble and 
Inconvenience they labour under; but that ſel- 
dom laſts above four or five Hours a Day, when 
the Sea Breeze comes on, and revives. the droop- 
ing Spirits of the panting Inhabitants. "The Go- 
vernor has an handſome Country- ſeat with good 
f Gardens, 
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Gardens, a Bowling- green, a Teal-pond, and 
other agreeable Curioſities, He is attended by a 
Guard of Engliſh Soldiers, whenever he goes 
Abroad ; and lives in Princely State and Gran- 
deur. So much for Deſcription, which is a lit- 
tle beſide my Deſign ; but I thought I could not 
excuſe myſelf from ſaying ſomewhat of a Place in 
which I ſpent ſome Years of my Life, and laid 
the Foundation of my preſent Happineſs. 

Soon after my Arrival, I had the Misfortune 
to be taken ill, with a violent Fever, peculiar to 
the Climate, which held me a conſiderable Time, 
and brought me almoſt to Death's Door ; but the 
Care of my Phyſician, who was the Surgeon of 
the Haſtings, a very worthy and ingenious Man, 
and ſkilful in either Profeſſion; and the conſtant, 
affe ctionate Attendance of Trueman, together with 
the Strength of my Conſtitution, overcame my 
Diſorder, and, as ſoon as I was well, I applied my- 
ſelf with all the Aſſiduity I was capable of, to 
make myſelf Maſter of the Manner of Trade in 
theſe Countries, and the Nature of the Buſineſs 
I was to tranſact; in which I was very much 
aſſiſted by Mr. William Saris, another FaQor, 
who had ſome Time reſided there, and was near- 
ly of my own Age and Temper, with whom I 
contracted a very intimate and cloſe Friendſhip ; 
ſo that I ſoon began to move about. in the 
Sphere Fortune had allotted to me, with becoming 
Spirit and Induſtry; and was univerſally careſſed 
by both Superiors and Equals. I had, ina Month 
after my Arrival, the Pleaſure of Letters from my 
Father, and other Friends in England, by a Ship 
that ſailed a Fortnight after us, which indeed 
gave me no Account of any Thing that had hap- 
pened extraordinary ; but was a pleaſing Proof of 
my Friends Pun&uality in writing to me. 
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CHAP. XEVIIL 


He ſends Truman on a Trading Voyage —Re- 
cerves great Advantages from it —Sends bim 
to the Diamond Mines.—[s ordered on the 
Company's Aﬀairs to Surat. Execute, bis 
Commiſſion with Succeſs. It ordered up to 
Hughly. In great Danger and Diſtreſs on 
the Iſland of Sagar. Providentially relieved. 
— Returns to Fort St. George. 


T WAS near ſix Months in the Country before I 
ventured to turn what Money I brought with 
me, which was between 3 and 4000 J. of my 
own and Mr. Goodwill's, to any Advantage; in 
all which Time, however, I endeavoured to im- 
prove, by the Experience I acquired, from Ob- 
ſervation and Converſe, particularly with my 
Friend Saris; and as I was willing to avoid any 
Imputation of preferring my own Intereſt before 
that of the Company, or indeed of interfering in 
private T'rade, I kepi Truman about me, in the 
Nature of a Friend, who had come to improve 
his Fortune; and at length determined to pro- 
vide him with a Cargo, and ſend him in one of 
the Cauntry Ships, on a trading Voyage, to the 
Coaſt of Peri; and Saris allo wanting to be 
concerned, he advanced a proper Cargo ; and for 
| Truman's better Encouragement, who was a Man 
of Solidity and good Senſe, we agreed to pay him 
a certain Sum tor Agency ; and I advanced him 
200 I. to riſque on his own Account; ſo giving 
him proper Inſtructions, we ſent him away. He 
was five Months in executing his Commiſſion, 
which he did with great Dexterity and equal Fi- 
delity. The Wines, and other Returns, he 
brought, were diſpoſed of to ſuch Advantage, that 
I found myſelf near 100 J. Gainer; and Mr. Saris 


was 
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was upwards of 300 Rupees the better. His own 
Venture procured - double, and he paid me the 
200 /, having with his Agency cleared near 
300 J. Sterling; which gave me infinite Pleaſure, 
as I was reſolved, if poſſible, to make his Fortune, 
before he left the Indies, with me; and he had 
ſhewed himſelf ſo much a Man of Spirit and Ge- 
nius in this Aﬀair, that afterwards both myſelf 
and Saris approved of any Thing he propoſed for 
our Profit, and never found ourſelves deceived, 
He was ſoon after quite enamoured of a Scheme 
he had formed of making a Tour to the Diamond 
Mines, which we accordingly furniſhed him pro- 
perly for, ard underſtood, by a Letter we received 
from him a Fortnight after his Departure, that 
he had hired ſo many Covets of Ground, incloſed 
it, and had begun to dig, as is the Cuſtom, ſur- 
rounded by the King of Golconda's Centinels, who 
challenges all Stones, of above 60 Grains, as his 

own, the Adventurer having all the reſt he finds, 
We entertained great Hopes from the good For- 
tune that we generally found attended Truman, 
that this Expedition would turn very much to Ac- 
count ; but, before we heard again, I was order- 
ed on my Employers Affairs, to tranſact ſome Bu- 
lineſs at Surat, and was obliged to go over Land 
to that City; which gave me great Pleaſure, as 
I wanted to ſatisfy my Curioſiiy, in viſiting 
the inferior Parts of the Country, The Goods I 
had with me were loaded on Oxen, an Ox being 
able to carry between three and four hundred 
Weight; and for myſelf, as ſoon as I came to 
Maſſulipatan, I hired a Palanquin, or little Coach, 
with Balluſtres about it; it had a Covering of Sat- 
tin; a Slave attends to manage the Covering, ac- 
cording to the Traveller's Poſition, as to the Sun; 
and another carried a Target, or a Fan of Offers, 
covered 
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covered with Stuff, to keep off its Heat; it is car- 
ried by three or four Men on their Shoulders, who 
go as ſwift as the Chairmen in England do with 
a Sedan, from being brought up to the laborious 
Exerciſe from their Youth. They are paid at the 
Rate of five golden Rupees per Month, for each 
Man ; but if they continue with you, after a li- 
mited Time, they will encreaſe the Price. I was 
very well provided with Proviſtons ; for in the 
Banjan Towns we had Flour, Rice, Milk, and 
ſuch other Food ; and in thoſe of the Mahometans, 
Mutton, Fowls, and Pigeons ; and, as the Heat 
of the Sun was exceſſive, I generally contrived to 
travel after Sun-ſent, and lie by in the moſt ſultr 

Part of the Day ; by which I preſerved myſelf 
from Illneſs, for I found my Spirits greatly jaded. 
and fatigued, by the exceſſive Warmth of the Cli- 
mate. They meaſure their Diſtance by Leagues, 
or by a Meaſure they call Gos, which 1s equal to 
four Leagues of ours. I arrived at Golconda in a- 
bout a Fortnight, which is a very large City, un- 
der its own Monarch, who is tributary to the 
Great Mogul. I ſaw this potent Prince, who can 
raiſe an Army of 600,000 Men ; and what I moſt 
admired about him, was a Diamond, of above 
half a Foot long, upon the Crown of his Head : 
From Golconda I journied to Viſapour, which is a- 
bove zoo Leagues diſtant from it, and from thence 
to Bicholly, and thence to the Portugueſe Iſland of 
Goa, on which ſtands their famous City, the Ca- 
pital of their Poſſeſſions, and the Scene of ſo ma- 
ny brave and heroic Atts as were performed by the 
Alburquergques, and the reſt of thoſe great Men that 
firſt fixed them in this Part of the World ; but 
they were now dwindled to a bare Shadow of 
what of formerly were, and are, at the. ſame 


Tune, the Scorn and Victims to the Cunning 
Vor. II. G of 
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of every other Nation ſettled ſince in the Indies. 
From Goa, after ſeeing every I hing that was eſteem- 
ed curious, partly by Land, and partly by Water, I 
arrived at Surat, to my entire Content, after a Jour- 
ney, which, tho' it gave me ſuch Opportunities 
as are very agreeable to a curious and inquiſitive 
Man, yet almoſt tired me to Death. This is the 
only Port in the Mogul's Dominions, and is inha- 
bited by a promiſcuous Medley of Moegult, Perſi- 
ans, Arabians, Turks, Perſees, or Gaurs, and 
Franks, or European Chriſtians, whoſe Number, 
however, is not very conſiderable. I was well 
received by the Engliſh FaQory, and, after tran- 
ſacting the Buſineſs I came about, partook of the 
Diverſions and Amuſements of the Place,' and 
made a thorough Inſpection into every Thing in 
Surat, and the Country adjacent. ' his City may 
be reckoned the great Mart of the Indies, and 
where all the Chineſe and European Commodities 
may be had in great Plenty. I took a Paſlage 


from hence to Bombay, the chief of our Forts on 


this Coaſt; and from thence failed in a Jonk to 
Fort St. George, where I arrived in about ten Wecks 
atterwards, giving a ſatisfactory Account of the 
Execution of my Commiſſion to the Governor. 
Soon after my Arrival, I was ordered on another 
Affair of Importance, up to Hugbly Facſory, to which 
I departed in a ſmall Veſſel, with two or three 
Gentow Mariners. This Factory is ſituated on a 
River of that Name, which is a Eranch of the 
famous Ganges, When I arrived at Fort William, 
after having delivered my Credentials, I was re- 
ceived into the Factory in a very friendly Manner; 
and, notwithſterding a good deal of Chicanry, 
and ill Uſage, from ſome Perſons in Authority, I 
found Means to finiſh what I came about, with 

; Honour ; 
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Honour; and alſo to do. myſelf ſome private Ser- 
vices in the Way of Traffic, upon my own Bot- 
tom; and took my Departure, with Tokens of 
Reſpe& from all the Gentlemen there. In coming 
down the River, I had a great Fancy to put into 
the Ifland Sagar, tho' I had heard it was much in- 
ſeſted with Pygers, who are very fierce, and the 
Seamen did all they could to perſuade me from it: 
However, we brought too, and arming myſelf 
with a Matchet and Firelock, and ſeveral Charges 
of Powder and Ball, I left the Veſſel, and reſo- 
lutely determined to face any Danger that might 
happen in the Gratification of my Curioſity ; and 
the more fo, as the Iſland is reckoned holy amongſt 
the Pagans, Numbers of Jougies going there, the 
latter End of every Year, to worſhip. The 
Iſland is full of Buſhes and Mangroves ; and I was 
no ſooner on Shore, than my People rowed the 
Canoe out again, and ſtood over, full of Affright, 
to Rogues River, where I ſaw them come to an An- 
chor. I was not very well pleaſed at this ; but, 
looking upon their Fear as a Piece of Superſtiti- 
| on, I advanced into the Ifland, and came without 
| Interruption to a Savanab, about half a Mile from 
the Place I landed at, which was dry and parchgd 
, up; but I had no ſooner got over, it, than caſting 
) my View, forwards, I perceived no leſs than four 
> glaring fiery Eyes, directed towards me, thro* the 
1 
E 


Buſhes, and preſently concluded they were the 
Creatures I had heard ſo much Talk of; nor had 
| Time for much Conſideration, for, ſetting up an 
- infernal Howl, they both made at me, with all the 
; Fier ceneſs their ſavage Natures and Hunger could 
; inſpire, I muſt own I was greatly ſhocked, and 
1 frightened, and had only juſt Preſence of Mind ſuf- 
h ficient to reccolle&, that I had no Way to ſecure 
a ' | G 2 myſelf, 
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myſelf, if my Piece miſſed Fire; and, as I could 
not have Time to charge again, if I did not diſ- 
patch the remaining Beaſt with my Matchet. 1 

had heard of wonderful Eſcapes made from wild 
Beafts, by the native Terror they feel in hearing 
the human Voice elevated, and therefore I gave as 
loud a Shout as I could, and, at the ſame Time, 
fired my Piece, and, very providentially, ſh6t 
one of my Antagoniſts thro? the Head; the other 
ſtood ſome Time in a Kind of Aſtoniſhment, at 
the Flaſh and Report of my Piece; but ſoon made 
a Spring at me, with redoubled Fury. If-I was 
capable of indulging any Reflection at this Time, 
it was to curſe my tooliſh Curiofity that brought 
me into ſuch imminent Peril and Danger; and ! 
really gave myſelf over for loſt : However, not to be 
wanting to my Defence, I gave a forceable Stroke 
with my Matchet, and cut off one of the Brute's 
fore Feet ; at which he ſet up ſuch a hideous Yell, 
that the Ifland and ſhore around reverberated 
back the Sound, which was continued by fuch an 
Infinity of Echoes, that my Hair ſtood upright 
on my Head: He made a ſecond Spring, and, 
more lucky than the firſt Time, I clove him 
dewn the Skull, and he fell, the black, inflamed 

Gore running from him in purple Streams. Im- 
mediately ſnatching up my Muſquet, I made all 
the Haſte my Legs would permit me to the Place! 
landed at; and, waving my Handkerchief, the 
People took Notice of the Signal, and the Canoe. 
came juſt Time enough to ſave me from a frefh 
Attack, Numbers of 'Tygers following us even 
into the Water, two of the foremoſt of which 
we diſpatched with our Fire-arms. I looked up- 
on what I had undergone, as a juſt Puniſhment 
for my Raſhneſe, and determined, for the future, 
never 
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never to hazard myſelf in ſo idle and ridiculous a 
Manner. As ſoon as we got on Board, where 
they never expected to ſee me again, we ſtood 
into the Bay; and, after touching at Ballaſore, 
Viſagipatan, and ſome other FaQories, where I 
left ſome Diſpatches that were given me from 
Fort William, I ſafely landed with my Goods at- 


Fort St. George, whence 1 had been longer abſent 
than it was ſyppoſed 1 ſhould be. My Friend Sa- 


ris now adviſed that we ſhould leave our preſent 
Lodging, and therefore, with the Governor's 
Leave, with whom I ſtood in high Favour, we 
took an Houſe in the white Town, and hired pro- 
per Servants, reſolving to live together, as long 
as we ſtaid in the Country. | | 


—_— 


++ WAP; AXEL: 


They receive. certain Auices from Truman, whe 


deſires to be recalled. ——He arrives with great 


Gains from the Mines, ——Gives bis Maſter a 
very valuable Stone. Method he takes te con- 
ceal it. He receives more Letters from Eng- 
land. ——T heir Contents. Mrites to Mr. Good- 
will for a particular Reaſon. | | 


E had heard but once from Truman fince 

he left us, which gave us ſome Pain, as 
fearing ſome Accident might have happened ta. 
tim ; but, juſt as we were going to diſpach an 
Expreſs to ſee what was become of him, one of. 
his Slaves arrived with the following Letter :. 


G 3 Honoured: 
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Honoured Si R, 


1 HAVE been employed for you very much 

1 to the Purpoſe, and tho? I have had my Health 
but badly, yet I need not be aſhamed of the Ac- 
quiſitions I have made, and therefore, if you 
think I have been long enough employed here, 
ſhould be glad of your Orders to return to Fort 
St, George. I have-incloſed a Liſt of the moſt 
valuable Stones I met with, which are clear from 
all DeduQtions or Charges to the King or his Of- 
ficers. I am- at preſent at Golconda, where I 
have alſo purchaſcd ſome Stones ; but I have a 
very particular Rezſon to deſire my Recal, which 
{ cannot truſt to this Letter, and am, after Com- 
pliments to Mr. Saris, 


Honoured SIR, 
Your obliged, affechionate, and, faithful Servant, 
Witt, TRUMAN, 


By his ſubjoined Lift and Account, we had in- 
deed great Reaſon to be ſatisfied with his Pains, 
computing that he had gained on my Account to 
the Value of near four thouſand Pounds, and above 
one thouſand for Mr. Saris; ſo that, eager to fee 
the honeſt Creature, I ſent him Orders to ſet out, 
as ſoon as they came to Hand, ſending them by a 
truſty Servant of my own, who went along with 
his Meſſenger, and in about three Weeks after- 
wards he arrived; but ſo altered by his Fatigues, 
and the Heats he had endured, that we hardly 
knew him. I careſſed him with the utmoſt At- 
fection, for I really began to eſteem him rather 
as a Brother than any Thing elſe, He delivered 
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to us our reſpective Quota's, mine amounting to 
ſeveral Pounds Weight of ſmall Stones, of divers 
Sizes, which I knew would turn to an extreme 
good Account, either here or in Europe. He had 
alſo made 2 conſiderable deal of Profit himſelf, ſo 
that he might now be ſaid to be poſſeſſed in his 
own Right of little leſs than a thouſand Pounds ; 
and I obliged him to accept of two hundred Pounds, 
as Mr, Saris did of fifty, in Recompence for his 
unwearied Pains and Diligence. The firſt Oppor- 
tunity we had to be alone, we ſettled our particu- 
lar Accounts, which I found juſtly and fairly ſta- 
ted and balanced ; and then, ſmiling he told me, 
that he had ſomewhat ſtill that was my Property, 
that he hoped would ſoon, with other Things, 
conduce to carry. me from theſe uncomfortable 
Parts of the World ; for, dear Sir, I can't help 
longing to ſee m7 old Maſter and Miſtreſs, and 
our Friends in Torkſhire, who, no doubt are al- 
ready impatient enough of your Abſence ; and, o 
ſaying, he pulled out of a L<eathern Purie, which 
was ſewed io the Waittb-rd of his Precches, : 
Diamond ci a Size and Luſtre, that amezed me 
ſo much with its Brightneſs, as for ſome Time 
robbed me of Speech; and at length vhen I hug- 
ged him in my Arms, and aſked him by what. 
good Fortune he got ſo valuable a Prize, he gave 
me the following Account: J was more than or- 
dinary attentive, Sir, to inſpect all the Soil my 
Labourers removed, and for that Furpoſe hardly 
gave myſelf even Time for Reſt; and being 
pretty generous of my Money, and what Provi- 
tions and Refreſhments I had about me, to the 
King's Overſeers, as well as my own People; 
they did not ſo ſtrictly watch my Actions as they 
did thuſe of other Undertakers: One Day IL. 
thought I perceived ſomewhat of a larger Bulk. 
than ordinary ſhine thro* the Sand, but took no 
G 4 Notice; 
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Notice ; and when all Eyes were employed ano- 
ther Way, I ſtooped, and put what I ſuſpe&ed 
to be ſo valuable into my Pocket, and retiring to 
a Stream at a Diſtance, which was ſhaded by ſome 
Trees, and where I generally retired in the Heat 
of the Day, I examined, and found, amongſt a 
Cluſter of ſmall Stones, this very Diamond ; I 
Was fearful of a Diſcovery, as it was of a Size far 
ſuperior to thoſe we were allowed to take away, 
and therefore immediately ſewed it up again in my 
Breeches, in the Manner you have ſeen; and, 
thark God, brought it ſafely away with me, and 
wiſh it was more valuable than it is, that by pre- 
ſenting it to you, it might be a greater Inſtance 
of my Gratitude to your Family, and my Zeal 
and Affection in your Service, I made him a 
noble Preſent and took it into my Cuſtody, we 
both, accordifg to the beſt of our Skill, imagin- 
ing it to be worth above 20,000 J. ſo that with 
what I had acquired other Ways, I might be 
deemed a ſudden very rich Man. Our next Care 
was to contrive how to ſecure and conceal it from 
all Eyes till the Time when we could return to 
Europe arrived; and at laſt, IJ hit upon a Project 
of hollowing the Heels of an ordinary Pair of Shoes, 
in ſuch a Manner as to contain it in the Cavity un- 
der the upper Heel-piece ; which we did fo, that 
it was impoſſible for any ene to diſcover what had 
been done; and ſo cautions i was, that I deter- 
mined to keep it a Secret, even to my Friend Sa- 
ris himſelf, If the Thoughts of my deareſt Loui- 
Ja. had not now, even and anon, intervened, I 
ſhould have eſteemed myſelf a very happy Man ; 
but whenever her Remembrance croſſed my Mind, 
as it frequently would, all the Acquiſitions J 
made were Matters of Grief to me, as I was ſure 
I could never enjoy them with my lovely charm- 
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ing Maid, now no more an Inhabitant of theſe mor- 
tal Regions of Miſery, If I had any Satisfaction 
in the View of being returned to England,. in 
Wealth and Splendor, it flowed ſrom the Regard: 
I had to my Parents Gratification, the Joy of my 
Friends, and the Good of the Indigent and Un- 


way | 55 

e had been ſettled here four Years, and, tho“ 
I took Care to write Home by every Conveyance, 
yet I had received no Return, which gave me the 
moſt touching Pain and Uneaſineſs ; for I looked 
upon the Advices I had received at my firſt Arri- 
val, as of no great Importance, being diſpatched 
ſo ſoon after my Departure. I knew the Punctu- 
ality of my Friends too well to doubt their Wri- 


ting to me by every Opportunity that offered, and 


therefore, unleſs Death or Sickneſs had happened, 
I was ſenſible their Letters muſt ſome how or other 
have miſcarried. In ſhort, the Concern I was un- 
der gave me no Reſt ; and Truman was almoſt as 
much grieved as myſelf, for he had as much Love 
for my Father and Mother, as if they had real- 
ly been his own. Whilſt we were in this De- 
ſpondency, the Arrival of-a Ship from England 

cheared our Hearts, bringing us Letters of a very 
freſh Date from all the Perſons I ſo dearly lens, | 
They mentioned their having wrote often before, 
ſo that I concluded they had ſent by Ships bound 
to other Parts of Aſia, and that the Letters might 
miſcarry in the Country Veſſels they were ſent to 
me in, or in the Carriage over Land. My Father, 
Mother, and all my Friends were in Health, for 
which I returned ſincere Thanks to the Almighty ; 
and my Friend Mr. Diaper, to my great Joy, had 
been Home, from two Voyages, and was then gone 
out upon his third, and bad acquired a very con- 
ſiderable Fortune. He was to the laſt Degree ſur- 
G 5 prized 
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prized to hear, that I was gone to the ſame Part 
of the World he came from, and tenderly concern- 
ed that the Diſtance of the Scene of his Voyages 
from the Place I was ſettled at, rendered a Cor- 
reſpondence or Interview impoſſible, unleſs by meer 
Accident. His lovely Miſtreſs and her Family were 
well, and, at his Return from his preſent Voyage, 
he intended to ſettle in England, and enter into 
the happy Union he had ſo long ſighed after: All 
theſe Particulars I received in a Letter from old 
Mr. Diaper, and Prig gave me a long Account of 
Prim's Behaviour in Yorkſhire, where he came 
down with my Letters, and to ſee him, and gave 
them the greateſt Satisfaction in the Knowledge 
of his having ſeen me, and brought Tidings from 
me. He had carried himſelf, whilſt in England, 
with ſo much Honour and Generoſity, as to wipe 
out all Suggeſtions to his Prejudice, and to gain the 
Love of of my Father, and all he converſed with; 
and they expected him, by every Ship that came 
from Virginia, with his Family, to ſettle there, 1 
took the Opportunity, upon the Return of the 
Ship that brought thoſe Letters, to write Anſwers 
to them, and particularly wrote to Mr. Goodwill, 
to get me an Order from the DireQors to come 
Home, whenever it ſuited my Inclination or De- 
fires ; for, by the Time I ſhould,receive it, I did not 
doubt but I ſhould be eagerly fond of returning to 
my native Country, after which I ſent many a 
rending Sigh, that came from the Bottom of my 
Heart, crying often, in the Height of my paſſi- 
onate Remembrances, | | 


Ab, may I yet reviſit thee once more ! © 


Once more ſurvey thy Thames unequall'd 
Tew'rs | 4 


Or 
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Or tbro' thy fruitful Vales tranſported ſiray : 
Baſt under thoſe lov'd Shades I us'd to baunt, 
Secure from ſcorching Heats, benumbing Dews, 
And all th' inclement Rage of Eaſtern Skies ! 
Rut ab | Louiſa, thou art ever fled, 
And Joy returns not to this tortur'd. Breaft l” 


— 
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CHAP. . 


He has farther good Fortune. —Obherves the ſet- 
tled Melancholy of Mr. Saris, Endeavours to 
ſooth his Diſquiet. Diſcovers ſomewhat of the 
Cauſe of his Affliftion, —— He induces bim to re- 
late bis unhappy Story. 
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EVER AL Things I, after this Adventure 
of the Diamond Mines, undertook, with the 
Aſſiſtance of 7 ruman, had a like good Succeſs, ſo 
that, at the End of five Years, I found myſelf. 
worth above 35,000 J. ſuppoſing my great Jewel 
to be worth no more than 15,000 J. which was 
the loweſt Value I could put upon it; and all this 
Succeſs accrued to us without ſubjecting me to En- 
vy or Reproach, ſeeing I took all the Care in the 
World to merit every body's Eſteem, and to exe- 
cute faithfully the Orders of my Principals. Tru- 
man was looked upon as a Relation of mine, and 
moſt of our Riches were ſuppoſed to belong to him, 
which Opinion we did all in our Power to keep up. 
As to Mr. Saris, he had brought but a ſmall For- 
tune with him ; but had, however, by the Op- 
portunities my Money gave him of good Markets, 
raiſed it too 11,0007. and, as to Truman, he had 
of his own above 2500 J. which he looked upon 
as ſufficient for him to live happily upon the Re- 
mainder of his Days ; In ſhort, we all thought 
ourſelves 
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ourſelyes very happy, and were, unlike the Gene- 
rality of Merchants, content, nor deſired, by till 
accumulating more Money, to tempt Fortune too 
far, and bring upon ourſelves a Reverſe of Luck, 
which, could we get ſafely to Europe, we thought 
ourſelves out of the Power of. Mr. Saris and my- 
ſelf lived in the utmoſt Harmony, and were com- 
Plimented with the Epithet of the Brother Fac- 
tors; and I muſt own his Temper was ſo amia- 
ble, his Notions of Things ſo juſt, and his AQi- 
ons ſo diſintereſted and honourable, that I felt for 
him as great an Affection as I had ever done for 
any Man but my Friend Diaper, whom I could 
not help fancying he was very much like ; but it 
gave me ſome Uneaſineſs to perceive, as I had 
conſtantly done, a Gloom and Melancholy ſpread 
over his Countenance, that for my Life I had not 
been able to fathom the Meaning of : He diſliked 
much Company, and ſhewed a Diſtaſte at being 
among the Ladies, which, tho? it humoured my 
Diſpoſition, yet I could not imagine he had the 

ſame Motives for that I had. I uſed all the Art 1 
was a Maſter of to diſſipate this Chagrine, and, 
that failing, did all J could to learn the Occaſion 
of it: To engage him to diſcloſe himſelf, at Times 
I gave him my own Hiftory, at the Recital of 
which, he expreſſed a great deal of Concern, but 
ſtill continued filent, as to what affe cted himſelf. 
We frequently diverted ourſelves, according to the 
Cuſtom of the Place, in viſiting our Neighbours, 
and going Abroad in the Country in our Palan- 
quins ; ſometimes our Books, of which, as I ob- 
ſerved before, I had a large Collection, made our 
Entertainment at Home in our vacant Hours, and 
at other Times Muſic or Back-gammon killed our 


tedious Moments. A briſk young Lady, the wy 
| ow 
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dow of an Engliſh Merchant and very rich, fell in 


Love with Saris; and it was a great Surprize to 
me and every one, conſidering that People here 
ſtick at nothing to make their Fortunes, to ſee this 
young Gentleman not only cold upon the Occaſi- 
on, but when a Propoſal of Marriage was made to 
him, he abſolutely, tho''genteelly, refuſed the Of- 
fer. I thought it ſo much to his Advantage, that 
I ſhould be wanting to Friendſhip, if I did not do 
all I could to perſuade him into it; but with a Sigh, 
he told me, if I knew the Reaſons he had never 
more to think of the Sex, I would excuſe him; 
and, to free himſelf from my Importunities, he 
one Evening told me, he could no longer refuſe 
to gratify my Curioſity by a Detail of his Story, 
how much'ſoever he might ſuffer in the Recital, 
and, without waiting my Reply, began thus. 


The STORY of Mr. SARIS; 


o R, 


The Unhappy Huſband, and Cruel Father- in- 


Law. 


HEN I reflect on the Ills I have ſuffered, 
in the few Years I have ſeen of Life, it 
amazes me, that I have ſupported myſelf from 
Death or Diſtraction; for I can't forbear to ex- 
claim, that ſure, of all Men, I am the moſt un- 
happy. I am a native of the Kingdom of Ireland, 
and my-true Name is not. Saris, but Fitzgerald; 
having altered it, when I left that.Country, that 
| Repetition of it might not adminiſter to the 
Rementbrancs of my Misfortunes, My Mother, 
ho was reckoned a Beauty, was of a very illuſtri- 
ous Family, in the County of Cavan, but was 
baſely 
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baſely betrayed by a Promiſe of Marriage from a 
Nobleman of diſtinguiſhed Rank; and I was the 
unhappy Fruits of an Amour, of which ſhe re- 
pented to her dying Hour. She had an indepen- 
dent Fortune, and therefore the Falſeneſs of her 
Lover, who baſely married another, ſoon after I 
was born, did not ſubject her to the Frowns or ill 
Uſage of her Friends and Relations; and ſhe was 
ſo privately delivered of me, at a Farm-Houſe in 
a diſtant County, that the Secret her of Mis- 
carriage was known to very few, She reſiſted all 
Overtures of altering her Condition after this, tho? 
many very advantageous Propofals were made her; 
often telling thoſe that were in her Confidence, 
that, tho' the Wretch, who had wronged her, 
had acted ſo meanly, ſhe ſtill thought herſelf mar- 
ried in the Sight of Heaven, and would never vio- 
late thoſe Engagements, She ſolely applied her- 
ſelf to my Education; and her extreme Fondneſs 
for me was repaid by a like Affection, and ſuch 
Progreſs in all that I was put to learn, as gave her 
inconceivable Delight, She was a Woman of a 
noble and generous Soul, and would never hear 
her Betrayer mentioned; and ſtudiouſly avoided - 
every Place it was likely to ſee him in : To me 
ſhe never made a Secret of my Birth, telling me 
that I muſt make Amends for my Mother's Folly, 
by acquiring worthy and honourable Sentiments, 
and, qualifying myſelf to ſerve Mankind, wipe out 
the vulgar Prejudices they might imbibe, which 
would, no Doubt, level their Force againſt me, 
My Father, whom I was never permitted to ſee, 
died. when I was ten Years old, leaving to a Son, 
by his ſecond Marriage, for ſo I muſt call it, bis 
Title and Eſtates, ſubject to an Annuity of 400 /, 
a Year, payable to my Mother, as an n 

| of 
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his Crime, and a Token of his Repentance, for 
ſo he expreſſed it in the Will he left behind him, 
and to me 2000 J. My Mother was ſo ſtruck with 
this Inſtance of his Regard, that ſhe forgot his 
Faults, and mourned his Death, as if ſhe had been 
his Widow; and tho? ſhe lived till I was ſixteen, 
yet ſhe carried a Load at her Heart, that threw 
her into a deep Conſumption, and, in fine, car- 
ried her off, to my exceſſive Regret, in the 35th 
Year of her Age, leaving me in the Guardianſhip 
of Sir Thomas Pourk, with an Eſtate of 500 J. per 
Ann. and the 2000 J. I have before-mentioned. I 
went to live with that Gentleman, till I was pro- 
perly qualified for the Univerſity, and then went 
to purſue my Studies at Trinity Col{ege in Dublin, 
where I remained till my 2oth Year, and made 
no ſmall Improvement in Letters: From thence I 
went to reſide for ſome Pime at Paris, where I 
learnt the Language, and all thoſe Exerciſes and 
Accompliſhments neceſſary to a young Gentleman, 
who would puſh his Fortune in the World; and 
returned at the End of a Twelvemonth, to my 
native Country. Sir Thomas received me with 
the utmoſt Kindneſs; and I determined to ſtay 
with him till I had procured a Commiſſion in the 
Army, for to that Way of Life my Genius par- 
ticularly led me. This Gentleman was a Wi- 
dower, of 50 Years of Age, well made; and hav- 
ing always lived in the polite World, carried an 
Air of Diſtinction about him in every Thing he 
ſaid or did ; and I thought myſelf happy in his 
Converſation ; and he, on his Part let me per- 
ceive that he had for me the Affection of a Father. 
The next Seat to ours was that of Mr. Maloney, a 
Gentleman of a quite different Diſpoſition, a Brute 
by Nature, and whom mereAccident had given the 


Poſſeſſion 


> 
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Poſſeſſion of a large Eſtate too ; he was htigious 
and ſpiteful, the Dread of his Neighbours, the 
Tyrant of his Tenants, and the Plague and Tor- 
mentor of his Family : His Raps, as the Peaſants 
e called in Ireland, hated him mortally; and, 
but for the Virtues of a lovely and charming 
Daughter, then in the 19th Year of her Age, he 
would have lived in a Deſart, none of his Neigh- 
bours caring to converſe with him. This Lady 
had all the Perfections of Body and Mind that 
could adorn the Sex; and ſuch a Fund of Chari- 
ty and Humanity, that the whole Country rung 
her Praiſcs, 1 had never ſeen her, tho' my Cu- 
rioſity was greatly excited by the Reports of her 
Beauty and. good Senſe, but one Evening, as we 
were returning from Hunting, we met her going 
Home in a Chaiſe ; and Sir Thomas giving me the 
Hint, who ſhe was, T reguarded her with a fixed 
Attention, and never took off my Eyes, till alas! 
her Image had made too deep an Impreſſion on 
my Heart, ever to be removed. We compli- 
mented her, which ſhe returned in ſo engaging 
and complaiſant a Manner, and with ſuch a good- 

natured Condecenſion, that ſhe finiſhed her Con- 
queſt ; and I returned Home ſo thoughtful and 
penſive, that Sir Thomas told me, ſmiling, It was 
proper I ſhould pay a Viſit to Maloney, which 
would yield me a proper Antidote againſt the 
Charms of his Daughter. In a Word, after this, 
I had no Reſt, and wzs continually propoſing 
Schemes to myſelf of being introduced to her 
again; when Sir Thomas informed me that Malo- 
ney had very ill naturedly confined one of the Raps, 
for purſuing the Game over his Manor; and told 
me he would make me his Agent, to bring him 
to Reaſon, by which I might have an Opportu- 
nity to ſee Miſs Jenny. I jumped at the Pro- 
poſal; and receiving proper InſtruQions, ſet out 
— | on 
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on my Embaſſy, *Twas about a Mile from our 
Houſe ; and when I came to the Gate, I knocked 
near a Quarter of an Hour before any body an- 
ſwered me; at length a ſurly Fellow, preceded 
by a Maſtiff, who had not a worſe Look than 
_ himſelf, enquired my Buſineſs. I bid him ac- 
quaint his Maſter, that I begged to ſee him, and 
that I had ſomewhat to ſay to him from Sir Tho- 
mas Bourk ; the Fellow made not a Word of Re- 
ply, but, with a ſcouling Look, retired into the 
Houſe, crying, as he went off, Here, Towzer, 
come along. In ſome Time after he came again, 
and, opening the Gate, told me, in the ſame 
ſurly Manner, That his Maſter was in the Par- 
lour, and, if I wanted him, J muſt go that Way, 
directing me with a Nod of his Head. I entered 
the Houſe, and, ſeeing a Docropen to my Right, 
went in, and found my Gentleman wrapped vp 
in Flannels, having got a Fit of the Gout, and 
his ſweet Daughter working i her Neue, at 
the other End of the Room. So, I know your 
Buſineſs, he cried; and you may tell Sir Tho- 
mas that Vil purſue the Law; and, if I had been 
abie, Pd have lied his Raſcal to a Tree, and ſhot 
him dead, for his Inſolence ! He went on in this 
wild Manner, and never aſked me to fit down, 
nor would ſuffer me to put in a Word, till Miſs, 
riſing, brought me a Chair, and deſiring me to 
repoſe myſelf. This Action, and the Sight of 
her Charms, quite tranſported me; ſo that I 
remained ſome Moments ſilently gazing upon her, 
which made her bluſh : At length I began to talk 
to her Father, in ſo mild and perſuaſive a Strain, 
that I overcame his brutal, ſavage 'Femper ; and 


he would forgive him. This was a great Mat- 
ter; but I ſtill wanted to ſtay longer, and com- 
| mended 


he promiſed me the Man ſhould be releaſed, and 
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mended the Situation of his Houſe, or, rather, 
Caſtle, in ſuch an inſinuating Manner, that he 
bid his Daughter ſnew me the Gardens, and every 
Thing elſe that was worth ſeeing, which ſhe rea— 
dily obeyed him in. Indeed, this Creature had 
beſtowed all that Art could yield on this delight- 
ful Spot; for ſo it appeared when I got into it ; 
and, if regular Parterres, falling Caſcades, cool- 
ing Grottoes, and embowering Shades, could ren- 
der a Garden agreeable, all theſe might be found 
here. I walked with this lovely Maid, with fo 
much Diſorder in my Heart and Countenance, 
that ſhe eaſily perceived, and gently told me, ſhe 
feared I was tired. I told her I could never be 
tired with ſuch Company, as that 1 was bleſſed 
with ; but, if ſhe pleaſed, would repoſe a little in 
the Alcove, at the Fnd of the Alley we were in, 
if ſhe would not ſorſake me: She, ſmiling, ſaid, 
She would accompany me; and we entered, and 
{cated ourſelves, Happy Situation! a murmur; 

ing Rill ran at the Fcot of the” little Eminence 
this Box ftood upon, which, in tinkling Falls, 
meandered amongſt the ſhining Peboles; the Jel- 
ſamine and the Woodbine, intesrwove their gentle 
Tendrils with each other, as they aſcended the 
Alcove. The Mufic that was poured from the 
Ihroats of the feathered Songſters in the neigh- 
bouring Groves, interrupted now, and now ſwel- 
led by the fanning Breeze, that bruſhed the qui- 
vering Leaves, joined the amorous Cadence of 
a ſpouting Triton, that, ſrom his full blown 
Cheeks, emptied his watery Treaſures into a Re- 
ſervoir, in full View of our Retirement ; and the 
Goddeſs of theſe rural Scenes fat beſide me, array- 
ed with more reſplendent Graces than decks the ri- 
ſing Morn, or ſtreaks the Weſtern Skies, at the 
| Retreat of the enlivening God of Day! Fir'd 
with 
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with the preſent Oecaſion, I ventured to tell her, 
that, though now the happieſt of Mortals, I ſhould 
ſoon experience a ſad Reverſe, if ſhe would not 
permit me to breathe my Paſſion, a Paſſion that 
took Birth when firſt I ſaw her! and would conti- 
nue to the lateſt Hour of my Life : She bluſhed, 
but at length confeſſed ſhe had conceived ſome fſa- 
vourable Sentiments of me; and that, would her 
Father conſent, my Viſits would not be diſa- 
greeable, Oh! my Friend, you who have 
known the Warmth of a Lover, may eaſily con- 
ceive how I received this generous Declaration! 
My Acknowledgments were unbounded, and J 
acted like one tranſported. We retired into the 
Houſe, and her Father chid her for ſtaying ſo 
long; but I behaved in a Manner agreeable to 
his Humour; and he went fo far, as to give me 
a general Invitation, to ſmoke a Pipe with him, 
that was his Phraſe, whenever it ſuited my Con- 


© » venicncy, Sir Thomas was ſurpriz: d, at my Re- 


turn, when I gave him an Account or my Suc— 
ceſs; and more ſo, when the Return of his Te— 
nant convinced him, that what I ſaid was true. 


le congratulated me; but told me, he was ſure 


Maloney would never give his Conſent to my hav- 
ing his Daughter, as he was a bigotted Roman Ca- 
tholic, and intended her for a Nephew he had in 
Ruth's Regiment of the Iriſb Brigades, in the 
French Service, whom he had invited over to 
poſſeſs his Daughter, and Heir his Eſtate, This 
was very diſcouraging News ; but I was reſolved 
to purſue the DiQtates of my Paſſion; and we 
took Care to keep our Correſpondence fo ſecret, 
that I had free Acceſs to Malcney's Houſe; and he 
never ſuſpeQed the Inducements for my frequent 
Viſits. I will not keep you too long by the Re- 
hearſal of the happy Moments I enjoyed at this 
Time, and the Progreſs I made in my Jenny's Af- 

fection; 


10 
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fection; but it may ſuffice, that in ſix Months 
Time, I had her Liberty to demand her in Mar- 
riage of her Father; and employed Sir T homas 
Bourk to get his Conſent ; but no Rage could equal 
his, when the Propoſal was made to him ; he ran 
out into the moſt ſcandalous and mean InveQives ; 
and, in Concluſion, rudely bid that Gentleman 
depart his Houſe, for he'd take Care his Daughter 
ſhould never have it in her Power to marry a Baſ- 
tard. You may be ſure this Uſage of my Friend 
and me ſhocked me greatly, and at firſt, I was re- 
ſolved to call him to a proper Account ; but my 
Love overcame all, and I now pondered on every 
Method I could deviſe to ſpeak to the Inflaver of 
my Soul, which, at length, I effected, bv getting 
over the Garden Wall in Diſguiſe, and brought her 
to conſent to make her Eſcape in a few Days, and 
marry me, without her Tyrant's Conſent. I was 
rather induced to this Precipitancy, as every Day 
Col. Malo; was oxpeRtcd in reien, ard 1 was 
fearful ſhe would not be Proof againſt the Hardſhips 
that would be inflicted upon her, if ſhe did not 
conſent to have him; and it was the eafier to at- 
tempt an Eſcape now, becauſe her Father had not 
diſcovered ſhe had any Regard for me more than 
ordinary, and therefore ſtill allowed her the Liber- 
ty of going at large about the Houſe and Gardens; 
for Sir T homas, by my Deſire, had concealed the In- 
clination ſhe had for me, for Fear of ſubjecting 
her to his brutal Fury; lo that it ſeemed only a 
ſimple Propoſal made from me, without other In- 
ducement than the Hopes of having a good Fortune. 
We agreed that I ſhould. wait at the Place af 
ſigned with two or three truſty Friends, and a 
Ladder of Ropes, by which ſhe might get over the 
Wall; and then we were to proceed to Dublin, to 
be married, and to leave our Reconciliation wo 
er 
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her Father, to Time, which might operate in our 
Favour. | | 

The ſecond Night after this Agreement, I en- 
gaged three of the neighbouring young Gentlemen 
to aſſiſt me; and providing Horſes and Fire-arms, 
we ſet out for the Expedition. It was very dark, 
but I found my delightful Creature punctually at- 
tending at her Station, and, with Eaſe conducted 
her over the Wall, and mounted her; and, my 
Friends getting on Horſe-back, I was preparing to 
do the ſame, when I was challenged in an hoarſe 
Voice, with, What are you about there, you Dog ? 
Have you been robbing Mr. Maloney? I had not 
Time to reply, for, at the ſame Inſtant, I received 
a Blow over. the Head, that made me ſtagger ; 
on which I let go the Reins of my Horſe, and 
facing about, drew my Sword, my Antagoniſt, 
whom I could juſt ſee, doing the ſame, and at it 
we went; but I was ſo fortunate, that, in 
three or four Paſſes, I run him through the Body, 
and he fell; and, at the ſame Time, I was af- 
ſaulted by another Hand, who cried out, that I 
had killed his poor Maſter, in the French Language, 
One of my Friends, who had diſmounted, ſoon 
gave the ſame Account of him, that I had done 
of the Other; and then we beſtrode our Horſes 
again, and, encouraging poor Miſs Jenny, who had 
fainted at the Danger 1 was in, we made the beſt 
of our Way, and, in three Days, arrived with- 
out any remarkable Accident, at Dublin, where 
I was ſoon put into Poſſeſſion of all my Soul 
deſired, Sir Thomas had declined making one of 
us, as it was more prudent, for him to ſtay on 
the Spot, where he was more likely to be of 
Service to us, than where we were; and you 
may be ſure I was quite ſurprized, when ac- | 
quainted, by Letter from him, that Maloney was 

| ſearching 
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ſearching the whole Country for me and his 
Daughter, with Vows of a bitter Revenge ; and 
that the two Men whoſe Raſhneſs had occaſioned 
their Deaths, were his Nephew, and his Valet de 
Chambre, who were juſt arrived, when our getting 
over the Wall put them upon ſeeing what we 
were about, which proved ſo fatal to them. There 
was now no Time to be loſt, and, concealing our- 
ſelves as well as we could, we applied to our Friends 
in Power; and having obtained a Promiſe of a 
Pardon from the Lord Lieutenant, if neceſſary, leav- 
ing my Wife at Dublin, we went, and took our 
Trials at the Aſhzes ; and the Jury, tho? greatly 
influenced by Maloney, brought in their Verdict, 
Chance Medley, and we were acquitted of the Mur- 
ders. That Wretch put all Methods in Prac- 
tice, and uſed all his Friends and Money to get a 
Verdict againſt us; but the Affair was ſo clear, 
that he was quite baulked in his villainous Deſigns ; 
tho? I was obliged however, to ſend for his Daugh- 
ter from Dublin into Court, he having preferred a 
ſecond Bill of Indictment againſt me, for ſtealing 
an Heireſs, which ended as much to his Diſſatis— 
ſa ction, as the former, by her generous Teſtimo- 
ny in my Favour. The whole County rejoiced 
at his Chagrin, which added ſo to his Reſent- 
ment, that he hired Ruffians to deſtroy me; which 
having diſcovered, and finding no other Way to 
put an End to ſuch Practices, I indicted him in 
my Turn, and he received a Sentence agreeable 
to his Crime; but his Emiſſaries on Account of 
being his Tenants, and threatened, to force them 
to undertake the Job, with all his Reſentment, 
in Caſe they did not undertake it, were acquitted, 
Finding it in vain to attempt to bring him to 
Reaſon, I ſat down contentedly ; and — an 
Eſtate 


of Jor Tour so. 143 


Eſtate of my own in the Country, went to hve 
upon it, and enjoyed all the Pleaſures in my 
Union with my endearing Wife, that my fondeſt 
Expectations had flattered me with ; and I be- 
lieve no Couple in the Univerſe could live more 
happily in themſelves, or more beloved by others 
Here, poor Saris wept, and made the bittereſt Re- 
flections and uttered ſuch moving Complaints, 
that I could ſcarccly calm ; —alas ! he ſaid, 


It is the Curſe of virtuous Minds oppreſid 

To think what their State is and what it ſhould be: 
Impatient of their Lot. they reaſon fiercely, 

And call the Laws of Providence unequal. 


When I had brought him to ſome Temper, 
he reſumed his Narration in the following Man- 
ner: My Spouſe at the Fnd of a Twelvemonth 
brought me a Son, who, I hope, is now living 
and will meet with an happier Fate than his poor 
Father; and in all that Time, tho! we uſed all 
the Arts we could employ for that Purpoſe, the 
Brute, her Father, would neither fee us, nor 
ſpeak to us, tho' our Coaches often met in the 
ſame Road; and he confoled himſelf for the Los 
of my Wife, by taking an Houſe-keeper, who 
was a ſhocking, red-haired Creature, and made 
him believe ſhe had a Child by him ſome Years 
before, which he now took extraordinary Care of, 
on Purpoſe to ſpite me. After the Birth of my 
Son, I was reſolved to have Juſtice done to m 
Wife, in an Affair which [I had, till that Time 
ſuffered to lie dormant : A Brother of her Mother 
had left her, by his Will, ſome Years before 
8000 /. in the Hands of her Father, who was his 
Executor in Truſt for the Uſe of his Daughter, 
I ſent a proper Perſon to demand Payment of it 
which, as I knew he would, he peremptorily re- 

fuſed, 
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fuſed, telling the Gentleman in his Way, that we 

were Villains and Beggars beſides, he had more 
Money to ſpend in Law than I had, which he 
would rather do than we ſhould be Sixpence the 
better for him. Upon this I brought my AQtion 
againſt him, and carried the Affair on, till on va- 
rious Pretences he removed it to another Court; 
and in fine, I filed a Bill in Choncery againſt him, 
and went ſo far, that, after ſpending near Two 
thouſand Pounds on each Side, I was ſure of a 
Decree in my Favour the following Term, the 
Lord Chancellor having expreſſed the utmoſt De- 
teſtation of his Proceedings ; and now, this De- 
vil, for I can give him no gentler Term, made 
Overtures cf Peace, and employed Emiſlaries, 
who expreſſed his Sorrow at our Differences, and 
told us it was his Defire all Animoſities ſhould be 
buried, and he would appoint a Day when we 
ſhould wait upon him, to eat a reconciling Din- 
ner at his Houſe | Good Ged | to what Lengths 
ſome Men can carry their Wickedneſs! Upon 
my Wife and Son's Account, I cloſed with the 
. Propoſal, and appointed my Friend Sir Thomas 
to be one of our Company, little ſuſpe ing any 
Treachery. The Day came, and I carried my 
Wife and Son with us, and we were received by 


bim, with all the diſſembled Fondneſs the Exe- 


cution of his black Deſign required, We ſpent 
our Lime very agreeably, he kiſſed and embra- 
ced v3, and made my Wife a Preſent of ſome of 
her Efother's Jewels, and after Dinner, we had 
ſev.ri! Bottles of Wine to drink Succeſs to our 
Accord, and agreed to put a Stop to all Law 
Proceedings on both Sides, The Houſe-keeper, 
which I could ſcarcely reliſh, made one of the 
Company ; but, all on a ſudden my Wife com- 
plained ſhe was ſick, and both myſelt and Sir The- 
mas found ourſelves very queer and qualmiſh : 

| She 
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She grew worſe and worſe, and turned black in 
the Face, and before Help could arrive expired 
in my Arms. Dreadful Moment | Whilſt I was 
lamenting loudly this cruel Diſaſter, I heard the 
Houſe-keeper whiſper him ſoſtly, — Vou ſee, Sir, 
it did take at laſt ; theſe Words rouſed me from 
my deplorable Situation, and my Head beginning 
to turn round, I ſeized her by the Shoulders and 
drawing my Sword, afked her ſternly, What ſhe 
was telling her Maſter ? She turned pale as 
Death, and was going to reply, when a Servant 
breaking in, fell on his Knees, and told us, he 
was ſure his young Lady and all of us were pol- 
ſoned; that he had brought ſome Stuff to kill Ver- 
min for his Maſter the Day before, and was ſure 
it had been applied to that Purpoſe. Good God ! 
what a Scene was here, my dear Wife dead be- 
fore me, Sir Thomas juſt fainting, myſelf hardly 
able to ſtand, and the Wretches, who had brought 
this Ruin upon me, in Horror and Amaze at be- 
ing diſcovered, What could I do, my Friend ? 
What would you have done ? Rage dried up my 
Tears, and choaked the Pailage of my Words; 
and oh, Heaven ! I ſeized my Wretch of a Father, 
and ran my Sword up to the Hilt in his Breaſt, 
and leaving him to vomit out his black Soul, I ex- 
ecuted the ſame Vengeance on his Whore ; and 
then loſing all Strength, fell lifeleſs upon the Bo- 
dy of my deareſt Jenny ! The Surgeon and Phy- 
ſician we had ſent for, when I ficſt perceived my 
Wife ill, ſoon after arrived, and were ſhocked at the 
mournful Scene ; but finding ſome Signs of Life 
in me and Sir Thomas, and hearing the Report of 
the Family, that we were poiſoned, ordered us to 
Bed, and adminiſtered proper Antidotes, by which 
we expelled a great Quantity of it, and came to 
ourſelves ; but ſufficiently weakened, and, tho? tlic. 
Strength of our Conſtitution overcame the Shoci; 
Vol. II. H Nature 
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Nature had received, yet a violent Fever ſucceed. 
ed from the Diſorder of my Mind, which kept me 
in this accurſed Houſe near ſix Weeks, durin 

which Sir Thomas kindly took Care of my Child 
and Family, and had the proper Diſpoſiiions made 
before the Coroner, which prevented a good deal of 
Trouble to us. My Wife's Death lay heavy at my 
Heart, and I was near ſix Months in which I never 
ſhewed any Signs of Reaſon. Sir Thomas had removed 
her ſoon after his Recovery, and cauſed her to be 
buried with proper Ceremony, and when I was a 
little brought to my Senſes, I cauſed a ſtately Mo- 
nument to be erected over her, with a proper In- 
fcription to her Memory, which however, has far 
a better Record in my Breaſt, from whence the 
lovely Image ſhall never depart. His Griefs were 
ſo renewed at this Part of his diſaſterous Hiſtory, 
that he fainted, and it was a long Time before [ 
brought him to himſelf, and was concerned my 
filly Curioſity has called to Mind his crus! Sor- 
rows. I begged him to finiſh here, and ſay no 
more ; but wiping his Tears away, which trick- 
led faſt from his Fyes, he continued as follows: 
Had it not been for the Conſideration of my Infant 
Son, I had certainly done ſome deſperate Miſchief 
on myſelf; but Argument and Reaſon made me 
ſoon more temperate ; I reſolved however to for- 
ſake a Country that had been the Stage of fo ma- 
ny cruel Accidents to me, and fettling my Affairs, 
which were now larger than ever, by the Acceſſion 
of the Monſter's Eftate, who had fo barbarouſly 
killed my Comforts for ever, I appointed Sir The- 
mas Guardian to my Son, giving proper Inſtructi— 
ons for his Edueation and, taking 20001. with me, 
reſolved in ſome diſtant Clime to end my Days. For- 
tune, at London, directed me to a Friend, who pro- 
poſed a Voyage to the Eft Indies to me, * 

cloſe 
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cloſed with, and arrived here about half a Year 


before you. I underſtand by Letters I have late- 


ly received from Ireland, that my Son is well ; and 
have ſo many preſſing Inſtances to return Home, 
that I believe I muſt once more viſit this Image of 
the Woman I loved, and ſuffer Grief to lay me 
there by her Side. My Trafficking here has been 
merely by Way of Amuſement, and with no De- 
fire to amaſs Money. Alas |! thoſe Times are over 
with me ! and now I have given you my dreadful 
Story, you will not wonder at my Melancholy, or 
that I think of nothing but Death, which I hope 
will ſpeedily end my wretched and painful Being. 


— 


CHAP; LL 


He receives Leave to return to England, Some 
Strifures on Government. Finds Mr. Saris at 
Liberty to go alſo. They ſend Truman away 
with the greateſt Part of their Effects. Tale 
Leave of their Friends. Arrive at Batavia,— 
Embark in a Dutch Eaſt-India Ship for Europe. 
— Touch at tbe Cape of Good-Hope. 


T was far more than twelve Months before I 
heard from Mr, Gecodwill, and the reſt of my 
Friends; and I returned ſincere Thanks to God, 


that during all this Time, no Mortality had hap- 


pened amongſt us. Mr. Goodwill ſent me the Or- 
der I defired, which his Uncle had obtained by his 
Intereſt, and bore Date at the Time that Letter 
was wrote: It permitted me to leave the Country, 
and my Factory, in fix Months after the Receipt 
of it, I waited upon Governor—with this Leave, 
who received me in the politeſt Manner ; for 
he had ſhewn me extraordinary Reſpe& ever ſince 
2 I arrived, 
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L arrived, which had been repaid by me in an Ob- 
ſervation of that due Deference and Obedience that 
1 think ſhould be always paid to our Superiors. 
There are, no doubt, a Set of Perſons in Being, 
who are conſtantly uneaſy under whoever governs. 
Man born a free Agent, naturally aims at reaping 
all the Privileges that are his happy Lot; but he 
carries this ſometimes too far, he enters into a 
Compariſon between himſelf and the Perſon who 
rules him ; he erroneouſly imagines, that that Per- 
ſon ſhould have greater Talents and Abilities than 
fall to the Share of ſuch finite Beings; he ſees 
him ſubject to the ſame Frailties with himſelf, and 
he Hlames the Power who could not better diſtin- 
guiſh than to appoint ſuch a Governor to rule over 
him. My Friends, the moſt divine and heavenly 
Man that ever exiſted, that true Judge of human 
Nature, to whom we were obliged for all thoſe 
ſublime Rules and Precepts that under various 
Forms govern the civilized Part of the World, ne- 
ver entered into the Merits of a Ruler's Charac- 
ter of its Demerits : He, even ſuppoſes, or ſcems 
to ſuppoſe that Providence has a great Sway in ſet- 
ting up Magiſtrates, when, in Anſwer to the Jews 
enſnaring Queſtion, without calling Cæſar an U- 
ſurper and a 'I yrant, as he really was, he ſays, Give 
unto Cæſar the Things that are Cæſar's, and unto God 
the T bings that are God's! Certainlyin the wiſe Diſpo- 
fition Heaven makes of Things, it deſtines one Man 
to this Employment, and another Man to a diffe- 
rent one; it allo appoints thoſe that ſhall govern, 
and thoſe that ſhall obey; and their Obligations 
to each other, being mutual, if the heavenly Con- 
tract is broke thro? by either Party, it becomes 
void of no Effect, and ſuch Remedies ought to be 
applicd to, as are thought proper by either Side 
of the Queſtion ; fo far as they do not affect the 
general 
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general Laws of Nature, and the Rules or Conduct 
of Providence, It is enough, my gentle Reader, 
that thy Property is ſecured, and thy Perſon free 
from Danger; leave the minute Springs and 
Movements of Government to Stateſmen ; believe 
they do right, and never by an exploring Inquiſi- 
tiveneſs into the Actions of your Superiors in 
their public Station, or in the Management of their 
private Concerns, endanger that Hurt to your 
Minds, that Diſcontent and ill Humour produces, 
The Governor, undoubtedly, is obliged to con- 
ſult the Good of the Governed, and no Ob- 
ligation lies upon us tamely to ſubmit to Op- 
preſſion, and the Injuries flowing from a bad Ad- 
miniſtration, to, let me ſay, its Conſtituents. But 
we muſt not magnify our Wrongs, or encreaſe our 
Sorrows, by ſeeing thro? a falſe and deceitful Me- 
dium. Here we are happy George reigns in 
the Hearts, as he does over the Perſons of his Sub- 
jets, with a mild, a gentle Sway.,—Does he ap- 
point Miniſters ? He appoins ſuch, we muſt hope 
as from a thorough Knowledge he thinks equal to 
the Taſk of adviſing and directing him to purſue 
his People's Good and Happineſs; like fmall 
Streams derived from this Source, all our petty 
Magiſtrates have their Original, and let us endea- 
vour rather to cover than to declare their Faults, 
if they produce no other bad Conſequences than 
what flows to themſelves, by the Contempt and im- 
prudent Management of their private Concerns will 
occaſion, Every Department of Government does 
not furniſh an Hallifax or a Montague; a Montague, 
alas ! lately departed, too ſoon loſt to the bewail- 
ing World. Oh, Montague ! aslong as Virtue 
is reſpected by Mankind, as long as Deſert is eſ- 
teemed by the Good; ſo long as Trade flouriſhes 
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in this maritime Country; as long as true and 
genuine Benevolence of Heart ſhall conduce to the 
Relief of the Miſerable; ſo long ſhall thy Loſs be 
lamented by all that ever heard thy Nature and 
Character! Thy ducal Coronet borrowed Luſtre 
from thee; and thy high Rank and Birth only ferv- 
ed to make thy noble Mind more conſpicuouſly 
apparent! Iſee, methinks, the god-like Peer, with 
that Humanity of Countenance fo remarkably his, 
bending in filent Attention to ſome Tale of Woe, 
and reaching out the ready Hand to relieve Diſ- 
treſs : his Heart melting in ſoft Sympathy and 
gentle Compaſſion, hardly reſtraining the ears 
that ſtand in his pitying Eyes! But I can enlarge 
no more, tho' I long to do it on this engaging Sub- 
ject, which has carried me ſo far out of my Road, 
and brought to my Remembrance one of the great- 

eſt Men that ever exiſted. | 
I was in ſome Pain about poor Saris, as I did 
not thoroughly know how he ſtood in Regard to 
the Company, and whether he could alſo leave 
Fort St. George, as foon as I did, which was what 
[ earneſtly defired ; but when I mentioned my 
Thoughts to him, he told me, he was at Liberty 
to depart whenever he would ; which Leave he 
had obtained of his Friend in the ſame Manner I 
had procured it by mine, and that he would go to 
England when I departed, for the Benefit of my 
Company ; I returned him Thanks, and we im- 
mediately began to get Matters in Order, and to 
finiſh our various Concerns, particularly, that of 
ſettling our Accompts for the Company with the 
Governor, which we did with Tokens of his Ap- 
probation for our Fidelity. When Truman found 
we were diſpoſing Matters for our Departure he 
jumped and ſkipped about as if he was diſtraQed, 
and was not ſo much Maſter of himſelf for a long 
Time, 
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Time, as to govern his Tranſports with any Degree 
of Moderation. When he came a little to himſelf, 
he adviſed us to go to Batavia, and from thence in 
a Dutch Ship to Europe; War being declared, ac- 
cording to our Accounts, between the Engliſh and 
French, tho? as yet no Hoſtilities had been com- 
menced in the Indian Seas. I tell you what, Tru- 
man, ſays Mr. Saris, with Mr. Thompſon's Conſent 
we'll ſend thee off for England with our beſt Effects, 
in the Homeward hound Dutch Fleet, and you ſhall 
leave us next Week, and go to Batavia for that 
Purpoſe ; and we'll take the Chance of any ſingle 
Ship that may fail from thence at the ſix Months 
end. Truman was at firſt averſe to this Propoſal, 
his Affection for me not permitting him to think 
of parting with me; but upon our joint Deſire he 
undertook, tho? reluctantly, to prepare for his De- 
parture ; and, in about a Month, having furniſh- 
ed him properly, we ſent him, in a ſmall Veſſel to 
Batavia, whence the ſame Veſlel brought Letters 
from him, that he had embarked, and failed, in 
good Health, for the Cape of Good Hope. I retain- 
ed my large Diamond, and a ſmall Charge of Mo- 
ney, having conſigned all the reſt of my Effe &s, 
jointly, to my Father, Mr. Diaper, and Truman, 
till Tartived. Truman affe ted me greatly, when 
we parted, and, in a reſpeatiul Manner, claſping 
me in his Arms, begged me to take Care of myſelf; 
and prayed to God to preſerve me fafe in my de- 
figned Voyage: In ſhort, we both ſhed "Vears, and 
Fpaid that Tribute with Pleaſure, to ſo faithful, ſo 
juit, and ſo diſintereſted a Man, who had ſecured 
himſelf a large Share of my Love and Eſteem. 
We implored the Bleſſing of God upon his Voy- 
age, and hoped he'd arrive ſafe, at the deſtined 
Port, No Man, that has not experienced the 
Pleaſure of having a faithful Agent and Servant 

| 4 Can 
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can expreſs the Relief it gives to the Cares of Life ; 
and the Secret to procure that Satisfaction, is to 
convince the Servant, you have his Welfare and 
Intereſt at Heart; and then 'tis natural for him 
to conſult yours, as his own Well-being depends 
upon it. The loweſt People may be brought to 
eſteem and practice noble Principles; and will, of 
Courſe, follow them, if no abſurd, or bad Manage- 
ment, in thoſe above them, direQs them to diffe- 
rent Courſes. Would we have honeſt and true Do- 
meſticks about us, we muſt act in ſuch a Manner 
curſelves, as to appear amiable in their Eyes; 
which will make them fearful] of following other 
Maxims themſelves. When the Time of our Depar- 
ture came, we took an Adieu of all our good Friend, 
and were entertained agreeably by all the Gentle- 
men of the Town, who ſhewed great Concern in 
parting with; and the Governor, and our Brother 
Factors, particularly vied with each other, in ma- 
king us Preſents of ſuch Things as would, they 
thought, render our Voyage ageeable. As we had 
no Fleet, or ſingle Ship, going to Europe, we de- 
termined to go the ſame Way that we ſent Truman, 
and arrived ſafely in the City of Batavia, where 
we had immediately an Opportunity of a Paſſage 
to Holland, in the Yfrow Chriſtiana, commanded 
by Capt. Vander Speigel, which was a remarka- 
ble ſtout Ship, and well manned, mounting 40 
Guns, and carrying 170 Seamen. Having obtain— 

ed Governor Van Bluck's Licence, which we did 
with ſome Difficulty, to go in her, I had our Et- 
fects regiſtered, we embarked, and ſtood out to Sea. 
Before we paſſed the Line, we loſt our Captain, 
who was one of the moſt ſottiſh and brutiſh Fel- 
lows in the World, and was actually ſet on Fire 
by drinking ſpirituous Liquors, which at length, 


burnt out his Entrails, and carried him off, He 
was 
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was ſucceeded by a very Gentleman-like Man, 
Capt. Beckman ; and, as if the Exiſtence of this 
Fellow had retarded, or been the Remora of our 
Progreſs, the Wind, which had been, till now, 
unfavourable, ſhifted about, and carried us, at a 
fine Rate, 'till we fell in with the Cape, where 
we came to Anchor, along-ſide of two Dutch and 
three Engliſh, Eaſt-India Men, after paying the 
proper Salutes to the Forts and Ships, and re- 
ceiving the ſuitable Returns to our Compli- 
ments. 


— 


G HAF. 1 


His agreeable Surprize in meeting, unexpectedly, 
a dear and valuable Friend. They relate to 
each other their Adventures. Mr. Diaper's 
Account of an unhappy Shipwreck and Eſcape. 

The Ships ſail in Concert. Are ſeparated 

by a violent Storm, 


HEN we had come to Anchor, Mr, Saris 
and myſelf went with the Captain, and 
ſome other Gentlemen, for Shere in our Long- 


Boat ; and, as we paſt along Side of a large 


Engliſh Ship, we enquired her Name, and my 
Heart jumped from my Boſom almoſt, when we 
were anſwered, as to that Particular, and that 
ſhe was commanded by Captain Friendly. This 


revived a thouſand endeared Ideas in my Mind, 


and I begged the Captain to call on Board her, 
which we did; and, the Minute I ſet my Foot 
on Deck, I enquired, precipitately, Whether 
Mr. Diaper was on Board ? I was anſwered by 
the Captain, that I was very lucky, if 1 wanted 
to ſee that Gentleman, as he was Supercargo on 
Board the next Ship; to which he would do 

H 5 himſelf 
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himſelf the Pleaſure to accompany me, as he had 
not himſelf ſeen that valuable Man a great while, 
his Voyage having been altered, when he left 
England. When we came there, as I was getting 
up the Ship's Side, I overheard my Friend's 
Voice talking to ſomebody, and purpoſely covered 
my Face with my Hat to ſurprize him with the 
unexpected Sight I was going to preſent before 
him. We were intreated to go into the great 
Cabbin, where we ſeated ourſ.lves, and ſoon after 
Mr. Diaper entered and ſaluted us; he was ſo alter- 
ed, that had it not been for his Voice, I ſhould 
ſcarcely have diſtinguiſhed him, and for that ſym- 
pathetic involuntary Recognition my Heart affor- 
ded me. I was as much altered myſelf, but the 
Moment be heard me ſpeak, he turned his Fyes 
eagerly towards me, without ſaying one Word; 
his Knees tottered under him, and he exclaimed, 
Great God! I thank thee for this! and would 
have dropped down, had I not ran to him, and 
claſping him in my Arms could not refrain from 
Tears: Heavens! I cried, this is Bliſs, —unut- 
terable, — inexpreſſible, - and pays me for all my 
Fatigues.— To meet thee thus, he rejoined— 
who could expeR it ? And thus for near a Quar- 
ter of an Hour, we did not nothing but embrace, 
and utter ſuch disjointed Speeches, as our fudden 
Elevation of Mind could only dictate. Has my 
Reader known what it is to feel the Warmth of 
Friendſhip's ſublime and inſpiring Sentiments, that 
Flow of Joy that ruſhes o'er the Soul, in obliging 
and being obliged by diſintereſted Virtue ? Has 
he been long abſent from the amiable Partner of 
his Boſom ? Has he found at her Return conſtant, 
true and faithful, and equal to all his lopging 
Withes ? Then he may have felt thoſe Guſts and 
Starts of paſſionate Fondneſs, that we felt in 
ſceing each other aftef a ſeven Years Abſence, and 


all the Unccrtaintics it had produced in our 2 
0 
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of each other's Welfare; that Flood of Joy, that 
wild tumultous Roll, that caſt-aſide Body, and left 
nothing about us but Mind, and wondering, ga- 
Zing Sight. When we became ſomewhat calmer, 
ſtill our Enquiries of each other made our Conver- 
ſation a disjointed Medley, in aſking Queſtions on 
each Side, without being Maſter enough of our- 
ſelves to reſolve them. At length I preſented 
Mr. Saris to him as a valuable Friend who had 
been ever ſince we met, highly participating in 
our mutual Satisfaction; and, being obliged to 
yield to Captain Beckman's Deſires to go on 
Shore as ſoon as poſſible, Mr. Diaper obtained. 
Leave of his Captain to accompany us ; for tho? 
the Supercargoes are ſuperior to the Commanders 
of India Ships, when on Shore at the FaQtories, 
they are under the Captain's Direction in the 
Voyage; when we came on Shore, after again 
refreſhing ourſelves whilſt the Captain was em- 
ployed in his Buſineſs; Mr. Diaper, Mr. Saris, and 
myſelf, took a Walk in one of the beautiful Gar- 
dens of the Dutch Company, which bloom with 
all Nature's various Productions, and, fitting 
down under the ſhady Covering of a delightful 
Alcove, I related all my Adventures and Succeſſes 
to my Friend; and he in Return gratified me 
with an Account of all that had happened to himſelf 
ſince our Separation, by which I underſtood, to. 
my great Joy, that he never again propoſed go- 
ing to India, having acquired a Fortune of near 
30,000 J. thro*'varicus Difficulties and Dangers, 
with Honour to himſelf and Satisfaction to his 
Owners. He now hoped with me we ſhould 
find all our Friends well, and particularly his 
adorable Bellair, whom he was haſtening to ef- 
pouſe. I found, in his laſt Voyage with Cap- 
tain Friendly, he had been ſhipwrecked, and un- 
. | derwent 
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derwent great Difficulties on a barbarous Coaſt, 
whereby he had been a great Loſer ; and that Ad- 
venture being very curious and extraordinary, I ſhalj 
particularly inſert it, as he related it. | 


The unfortunate Shipwreck and lucky Eſcape of 
Mr. DIA Ex. 


XE had a Succeſſion of foul Weather, from 
Y Y- the very Day we left the Cape of Gord 
Hope, which continued with little Intermiſſion till .- 
we came the length of the Philippine Iſlands ; 
from which by our Reckonings, we had been dri- 
ven a great Way to the Eaſtward, when another 
violent Storm aroſe from the S. E. and for near 
three Weeks we were the Sport of the Winds 
and Waves, and could keep no regular Account 
ol our Way. Our People had been ſo reduced 
by Sickneſs before, that we had not Hands ſuffi- 
cient to manage the Ship, fo that the Supercar- 
goes, and other Gentlemen, were obliged to ex- 
ert themſelves in performing the meaneſt as well 
as the moſt toilſome Offices. Our Proviſions fell 
ſo ſcarce, that we were at very ſhort Allowance ; 
and for Water we had not above half a Pint a 
Day per Man, and we had been obliged to throw 
our Guhs and the leſs valuable Part of our 
Cargo over-board. Nothing could be more 
dreadful and pitiable than our melancholy Situa- 
tion ; ſo that we began to abandon ourſelves to 
Deſpair, and wearied with Sickneſs and Fatigue, 
reſigned ourſelves in ExpeQation of the fatal Mo- 
ment that ſhould put a Period to our Misfor- 
tunes. I took a Spell one Evening at the Helm, 
and experienced a great Inſtance of the Protec- 
tion of Providence ; an encreaſed Guſt of Wind 
threw a Sca over us, that waſhed me, a May, 
| an 
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and three other Men, that were upon Deck, over- 
board, and tho' it was almoſt inſtantaneous, yet 
I had Time enough to reflect that I was loſt, and 
to put a few fervent Supplications to God, re- 
commending my Soul into his Hands, who bef- 
towed it upon me ; when another Wave threw me 
again upon the main Deck, and there left me gaſp- 
ing for Life: It was ſome Time before I came to 
myſelf, and I was then hurried "into the Cabbin, 
and put to Bed by Captain Friendly. The Mate 
and the other three were loſt, and with the high- 
eſt Sentiments of Devotion, I gave Thanks to, 
and adored that merciful Being who had thus ſav- 
ed me from the Waters that fo terribly encompaſ- 
ſed me round about. We began ſoon too expe- 
rience all the Miſeries of Famine, which appear- 
ed in its moſt terrifying Forms. Six of our ſick 
People expired thro* mere Want of neceſſary Suſ- 
tenance, and we were all ſo overcome with Faſt- 
ing, that the Men began to debate, whether or 
no Lots ſhould not be caſt for one of us to die to 
preſerve the reſt ;: We drank our Urine for man 

Days, not having the leaſt Rain ſince the Storm 
began, which otherwiſe we ſhould have ſaved for 
our Uſe. Our Main-maſt was brought by the 
Board, but thro? Mercy we got her clear of the 
Ship, and our Bow-ſprit and Part of our Rudder 
were carried away by the howling Waves. Sure 
no Sight can be more dreadful than to ſee a Veſſel 
in ſuch a forlorn Condition, and to ſurvey all 
around the horrid Waſte of Waters breaking 
Meuntains high on every Side, at Diſtance you 
ſee them diſſolve into a white Foam now ſinking 
into an abrubt Vale, or riſing into a perpetual 
Succeſſion of broken craggy Hills, rolling far and 
wide away, The hollowing Burſt, that the bel- 
lowing Winds ſend forth, rattle thro' the Rigging 
with impetuous Force, and like one _— 

ca 
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Peal of Thunder, ſeem to deafen the Ears and 
ſtun the Brain: 


——— ſee forked Glare, 

The livid Lightning's thro the vaſt Expanſe, 

And, hark ! hoarſe Thunder growls with dread- 

ful Roar ? 

No more the Helm obeys the Pilot's Hand ; 

See, borne aloft, our Maſts pervade the Skies, 

And now we're bury'd in the Gulph below! 

Dreadful the ſhocking Scene ! but grateful ſtill 

To Genii, who aſpire, tho? ſtill ſurrounded 

By every wretched Ill that ſtarts the Soul, 

To purchaſe Honour, and ta ſerve Mankind ! 

Let Wretches, mean and ſordid, ſafely lurk, - 

Bury'd luxuriouſly, in Holes and Corners; 

Our's is the uſeful Life, tho Want and Arguiſh, 

Famine, and all the dreaded Train of Evils, 
That buman Nature ſhrinks at, oft conſpire 

To check our Frailty in the glorious Race | 


At the End of three Weeks, or thereabout, as I 
was locking out before, methought I ſaw an Ob- 
ject, that, after obſerving ſtedfaſtly, I found ſtill 
kept its Poſition ; I ſet it by the Compaſs, and 
perceived it bore off us due South ; fo with Joy ! 
called to Captain Friendly, who was then very 
ill, and told him, I was ſure I made Land a Head. 
Tho? he could ſcarcely craw}, the Newsgave him 
ſuch Spirits, that he was up in an Inſtant; and 
every body getting the Scent, the Decks were ſoon 
filled with People, whoſe Looks were capable to 
ſtrike the Soul with Horror; all wan, and pale, 
and ghaſtly, from Illneſs and Famine ; their Coun- 
tenances now betrayed ſomewhat of a Smile, 
and the meagre Hands and hollow Eyes were 
lifted up to thank God for the Meicy he had be- 


ſtowed upon us. The ſucceeding Day we had 
| a ſhort. 


of Tor Tuo s ON. 159 


a ſhort Ceſſation of the Storm, and the Sky being 
ſomewhat clear, we could now perceive it was 
plainly Land, riſing into Hummocks, and deſcend- 
ing on each Side into a Point; we could not ima- 
gine what Land it was, but ſteered direAly in for 
it, imagining it to he about ſeven [Leagues diſtant 
from us, when the Wind again began to riſe with 
its wonted Fury and drove us direQly in fer it: 
And now a freſh Difficulty aroſe, how we ſhould 
prevent the Veſſel's driving upon the Rocks, which 
would be our inevitable Deſtruction; however, at- 
ter tacking about, we found we could not keep 
her Head up to the Wind, and, weary and faint, 
let her drive, invoking the great Pilat of the Uni- 
verſe, once more to appear and ad; in our Favour, 
In thort, three or four Hours brought us amongſt 
the Breaker, and preſently the Ship thumped hard 
upon the Rocks, beat Part of her falſe Keel off, 
and one of the Garboard-trakes ; fo that ſoon the 
Water poured upon us on all Sides, and we were 
obliged to put out our Boats, which were the Long- 
Boat and Pinnace, which with leſs Difficulty we did, 
as the former had been all Day in the Chains; 
and putting in the latter the Company's Silver, and 
providing ourſelves with ſome Powder, Fire-Arms, 
and mathematical Inſtruments, with all our Books 
and Papers, and ſome other Materials, we ſafely 
got into them to the Number of Forty- five Souls, 
and committed ourſelves to the Protection of Pro- 
vidence, whoſe Aſſiſtance we again experienced 
by getting ſafely alſo on Shore, whilſt at a Diſ- 
tance we ſaw our poor Veſlel torn into a thou- 
ſand Pieces. | 
Our firſt Care was to ſecure our Boats, and 
whilſt a Party ſet about building Tents for ſuch of 
our People as were quite ſick and unable to help 
themſelves, and whom with Difficulty extreme 
we 
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we had got from theWreck with us, the Captain, 
myſelf and two more went, armed to look abroad 
into the Country, to ſee the Place, and to diſco- 
ver if it was inhabited, and if we could procure the 
Neceſlaries of Life. "The Soil was ſandy, and 
abounded in ſeveral Kinds of Trees and Shrubs ; 
particularly to our great Joy, we found the Palm- 
tree to be one of them, which gave us a Proſpe& 
of meeting with ſtill greater Abundance. We found 
ſome Deer and ſome wild Hogs, and ſeveral other 
Sorts of Animals for Food, and a particular Kind 
of Herb ſomewhat like Spinage, by the Help of 
which Refreſhments, we were ſoon all well reco- 
vered ſave ſix, who expired ſoon after our Land- 
ing ; and began to enter into a Form of domeſtic 
Government, Parties being appointed to kill Game, 
others to cut Firing, and the Remainder to length- 
en our Long-boat, by the Help of which we were 
in Hopes we might get from this Place, All our 
Conjectures were a long Time at a Puzzle to know 
where we were, tho' ſome of our old Voyagers 
were poſitive we were in one of the moſt North- 
erly of the Marian [fands, which lie from 139 to 
220 of Northern Latitude, and in 1480 of Faſt 
Longitude from the Meridian of Lendon, Our Ob- 
ſervations were confirmed in this, and ſome of our 
Men defiring to go out in the Pinnace to diſcover 
we were really upon one of theſe Iſlands or no, and 
to ſeek for Inhabitants, for as yet we had ſeen none; 
ten of them were permitted to go with Mr. Midgley 
a Supercargo, and a Mate at their Head; they 
were victualled as well as we could ſupply them, 
and having the proper Inſtruments, and ſome Trifles 
which we had ſaved to truck with the Natives, 
they ſet out on their Voyage; but whether they 
-were buried in the Sea, or deſtroyed by the Barba- 
rians, I can't tell, for we never ſaw them more z 
an 


of Jos TOM SO. 161 


and the Loſs of ſo many of our Comrades ſtruck 
us with a great Damp, and ſunk our Spirits, hav- 
ing now only twenty-ſeven left; beſides in loſing 
the Pinnace we received a very great Detriment, 
as now we could not go out to fiſh, which made 
a Part of our Diet. The Ifland, in the interi— 
or Part was like a Garden, and the Air ſo tempe- 
rate, that we could not help thinking ourſelves as 
happy as People in our Circumſtances could de- 
fire to be, conſidering all Things; and could we 
once get to any of our Settlements or Factories, 
and from thence to Europe, as we had done all that 
Men could do, we did not doubt our Conduct 
would be approved by the Company, and that they 
would make no Difficulty of employing us again 
in the Service. In the Cloſe of the Day we buſted 
ourſelves in ſuch Sports or Diverſions as we could 
perform, as Wreſtling, Leaping, &c. and I made 
a Back-gammon Table, in a rude Faſhion, and 
having Dice, that was the Entertainment of the 
better Sort of us: Every Day I read the Church 
Service, Morning and Evening, by the Captain's 
Defire, and on Sundays we attended the Devotion 
of the Day with all the PunQuality and Serious— 
neſs imaginable, and ſet apart that ſeventh Porti- 
on of Time to thoſe Exerciſes that amend and raiſe 
the Heart to the great firſt Fountain of all created 
Things. In Appearance there could not be a 
more harmonius and peaceable Set of People than 
we all were, expreſſing great Regard and Aﬀecti- 
on to each other; but our melodious Mall might 
well ſay, 


More Dangers now from Man alone we find, 
Than from the Rocks, the Billaws, or the Wind. 


And this in a little Time proved exaQly to be 
our unhappy Caſe. Is it not ſomewhat rn 
that 
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that the Spirit of Diſcord reigns ſo much amongſt 
Mankind, that it follows them, and intrudes itſelf 
into their Breafts, even when their very Being 
depends upon Unity and Friendſhip's being 
preſerved among them? Could a Situation 
much more direful be thought of than ours 
was, ſeparated as it were from all the World, 
the Companions and Brothers of Maisfortune ; 
and of Misfortune not to be overcome, with- 
out our joint Efforts employed to extricate 
us. Yet we fell into Feuds and Diſſentions that 
cauſed the Death of many, and had very near 
ruined the Innocent with the Guilty, and involv- 
ed us all in Deſtrution, Hitherto every one 
had ſhewn the utmoſt Willingneſs in the Taſks 
appointed them, and to obey the Commands of 
their Officers, to whom they had been as ſubmiſs 
as before our Shipwreck; and by that Means our 
Long: boat was nearly ready for Sea, was decked 
and ſtrengthened properly, ſo as to become an 
excellent Sea-Boat, and the Rigging her, for 
which we were particularly obliged to the Pal/m- 
tree, was on the Point ot being finiſhed ; when 
a moſt horrid Conſpiracy was diſcovered, carried 
on by twelve cf our beſt Hands, who had enter- 
ed into an Agreement to take away the Compa- 
ny's Treaſure, and make their Eſcape in the Vel- 
ſel, and, leaving us in this diſconſolate Condition, 
go to ſome of the Portugueze Settlements, ſhare 
the Money, and every one to ſhift for himſelf. 
This was their fir{t Plan, but they afterwards al- 
tered it, and agreed to run amongſt the Philippine 
Hands, or to ſteer to the Streights of Manilla, and 
there to endeavour to ſeize ſome large Vel- 
ſel, and go upon the Account, or turn Pyrates. 
The principal Conſpirator was one Scott, the Boat- 
ſwwain, a Fellow that on Board, I had obſerved to 
be of a mutinous, domineering Spirit, and particu- 
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larly ſevere in the Execution of his Office; in 
ſhort, I never liked him, but had ſeen him behave 
with great Caution and Circumſpection ſince he 
had been on Shore, which had in a Manner cured 
both Captain Friendly and myſelf of our Preju- 
dices againſt him. They were all armed with 
Firelocks and Hangers, as well as ourſelves, 
which made it the more dangerous; and their 
Deſign was juſt 1ipe for Execution, when I was 
the happy Inſtrument to diſcover and defeat it. 
[ was one Day out with my Gun, and a favou- 
rite Dog of mine, who had been belore to India 
with me; and having tired myſelf in the Purſuit 
of Game, laid myſelf down in a Copſe, intend- 
ing to take a Nap before I returned to my Com- 
panions, whilſt the Dog ſtrayed at ſome Diftance 
from me, round about employed in the ſeeking 
Way of Pernters, I overheard a Voice which 
I knew to be Scott's, who hallooed to another 
Man, Damn me, how came this Dog here? 
He's like his Maſter, always peering and prying 
about, ard be damned to him; TI wiſh I could 
as eaſily diſpatch him, as I could his Dog, and 
then we ſhould have nothing to fear; but III 
be damned if I don't hide the preciſe Son of © 
Bitch, ſome how or other, notwithſtanding : 
Upon which he gave my Dog a Kick, who run 
yelping away, and as it happened, diftant from 
the Place I lay in, at the Back of which theſe 
Fellows were walking. Curſe me, replies ano- 
ther, whom I knew to be Will Jones, the Car- 
penter's Mate, he's a good Fellow too for that 
Matter; I would not have ahy Blood ſpilt if it 
could be helped, but as to the Company, a Pack 
of rich Scoundrels, I think it no Sin to rob 
them, if it was of twice as much. I lay cloſe 
all this While, and heard them talk over their 

| w hoſe 
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whole Deſign, and luckily left the Spot, with- 
out its being perceived that I had overheard 
— them; and, in the Courſe of their Talk, learned 
all the Names of the Gang. I was ſhocked and 
amazed at ſuch a Scene of Villainy, but reſolved 
to act very cautiouſly, as I perceived they were 
already very ſtrong. The next Day I took 
Captain Friendly out with me, and Mr. Benſon 
one of our Mates, and the only one we had re- 
maining, under Pretence of ſhewing them a fine 
Proſpe& which I had diſcovered in my Peregrina- 
tions the Day before, When we had got far 
enough, I began to open what I had heard, and 
my important Diſcovery, which made them trem- 
ble; and tho? they both were as courageous Men 
as any I ever knew, yet it was ſome Time be- 
fore their Amazement would ſuffer them to ſpeak 
a Syllable; at length, when their firſt Surprize 
was over, we began to conſult Ways and Means 
to cruſh the Conſpiracy before it came to a 
greater Head; and, in order- to that, it was 
thought neceſſary, that the Silver ſhould be put 
under a Guard of two of our truſtic* Men, to 
be relieved every four Hours, and that I ſhould 
lie in the Hut where it was ſecured, that the 
Captain ſhould call all the Hands together the 
next Day; and endeavour to ſeize the Conſpira- 
tors unarmed, by the Help of ſuch of our People 
as ſtill continued faithful, and to whom we were 
to impart the Heads of the Affair this very 
Evening. Accordingly, we ſent privately to them, 
one by one, to avoid Suſpicion, and received a 
Promiſe from all of them, that they would ſtand 
by their Commander, and not ſee the Company 
injured; and moſt of them were ſo irritated, we 
could hardly reſtrain their Rage within proper 
Rounds; but what gave us great Uneaſineſs, * 
| | tne 
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the Impoſſibility of ſecuring their Arms, or catching 
them without them; for, from a Precaution ge- 
nerally attendant upon the Actions of deſigning 
and bad People, who are full of Suſpicions, and 
ever on their Guard, they, it was obſerved of 
late, always went armed, and as we were told, 
which was what had ſurprized the Reſt of the 
Men, even lay with their Muſquets by them all 
Night. It was then thought proper to alter our 
Plan of Action; and the firſt Time three or four 
of them went out together, to fiſh or hunt, to 
ſurround them, and, by Force of Arms, make 
them Priſoners; and, thus weak+ned' in their 
Numbers, to attack the Reſt, and, not {urrender- 
ing, to put them to the Sword. An Opportunity 
immediately occurred; and Scott, with four 
more, going out, towards the other End of the 
Iſland, with Pretence to hunt, but really to agree 
on Methods to put their Scheme in Execution, 
I begged the Captain to permit me to follow him, 
with ſeven picked Men; which accordingly he did, 
and I took a different Rout, knowing, however, it 
would ſoon bring us to encounter each other, In 
about an Hour we heard them approach, at a Diſ- 
tance; upon which I ordered three of my Men to 
enter a Kind of Thicket, where they might be 
concealed from their firſt Sight, whilſt I advanced, 
with the Reſt, ſome Paces, and ſoon perceived my 
Gentlemen, who made a Stard, and aſked, in a 
familiar Way, how we came out ſo far? I drew 
them, by Degrees, to the Place of my Ambul- 
cade, talking of indifferent Matters; and then, 
facing about ſuddenly, cried, Gentlemen, I 
command you to lay down your Arms, and ſur- 
render yourſelves Priſoners, that you may be 
cleared of a black Deſign againſt the Lives of 
your Companions, and to run away with the yr 
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ſel, that we have all contributed to build to car- | 
ry us from this ſolitary Place; or may receive t 
the Puniſhment due to to your Crime. Scott, with 0 
the reſt, turned pale, to hear me ſpeak thus: 2 
But being a bold and deſperate Sett of Wretches, ] 
they ſoon reſumed their Countenances, and he 
told me, he did not know by what Authority h 
I called them to Account ; that they were not 
under my Command, nor any one elſe; and | 
would try who were the beſt Men, if I perſiſted | 
in my Deſign ; ſo, d—n ye, my Lads, let's 
charge 'em directly; on which he fired at me, 
and, thereupon, I ordered my Men in the Thicket 
to let fly, by which two of the Conſpirators were 
killed, who, at the ſame Inſtant, with an unlucky 
Shot, diſpatched one of my Companions ; how- 
ever, like wild Beaſts, they did not take Warn- 
ing, by their Friends Fate, which only ſerved to 
redouble their Fury ; and Scott advancing before 
the other two to knock me down with the Butt- 
end of his Piece, I clapped my Firelock to his 
Breaſt, and ſhot him dead upon the Spot; on 
which his Companions ſurrendered themſelves 
Priſoners at Diſcretion, and we bound their 
Hands and drove them before us till we came near 
Home; when, leaving them with two Men, for 
their Sate-kecping, the reſt of us entered our little 
Plantation, where Captain Friendly was under 
dreadful Apprehenſions, fearing our Plot had miſ- 
carried; but now, when, from the Information of 
my Priſoners, I could give them an exa& Account 
of the Number and Deſigns of theſe Wretches, 
he was made tolerable caty, and we prepared for 
the Execution of the ſecond Part of our Scheme. 
The Captain, and Mr. Benſon, each attended by 
ſix Men, well armed, advanced before their Hut, 
and ſummoned them to ſurrendcr, or expect to 
be 
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be treated without Mercy, as Scott and the reſt of 
their Companions had been before; but crying 
out, One and all, One and all, they ſallied out, 
and Deſperado like, fired their Pieces on both 
Parties, by which we loſt two Men; and, by our 
Return to their Fire, dropped two of theirs. By 
this Time they had retreated to a large Tree, 
which had been cut down Some Time before, of 
which they made a kind of Breaſt-work ; and, 
before our People could cloſe with them, had 
loaded again, and diſcharged full in their Teeth, 
by which another Man was killed, and Captain 
Friendly wounded in the Shoulder; but, in Re— 
turn to the Salute, our Parties fired, and laid 
three more of them flat on the Earth; and the 
remaining two flung down their Arms, and ſub- 
mitted. As ſo much Blood had been ſpilt, and 
theſe four Fellows were the leaſt guilty amongſt 
them, Capt. Friendly deferred any Proceedings 
againſt them, and propoſed to keep them con- 
fined till we failed, in order to deliver them up 
to the firſt Factory we came to, for the Com- 
| pany to diſpoſe of as they thonght fit; but. hilſt 
we were buſicd in quelling the Inſurrection, fve 
of our Men, who were on Poard the Efcape, for 
ſo we had named our new Veſſel, agreed to run 
away with her; and providing then{clves private- 
ly, with ſome Proviſions and Water, had put out 
to Sea, without being perceive! by any of us, 
we were ſo employed in the aforeſaid Operations: 
And thus, whilſt we were contending for che 
Prize, it was run away with from goth Parties, 
Our Conſternation was extreme, hen we diſco— 
vered this Perfidy, and ſaw at Diftance, our 
Boat under Sail, and ploughing thro' the Waves. 
We were unable to ſpeak or think, and were in— 
volved to the deepeſt and moſt cruel Deſpair, 
finding now all Hopes to get away fruitleſs, and 
of no effect, unleſs Providence directed ſome 8 
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ſel that Way, which was a Thing we had ng 
Foundation to ſuppoſe, We were now only ten 
of us, including our Priſoners, who ſeemed ſo ſin- 
cerely penitent, that they were ſuffered to walk 
Abroad, but were not truſted with Arms. Nothing 
can equal, ſure, our diſconſolate Condition ; and 
we began to think Heaven had forſaken us, and 
that we muſt finiſh our Days thus remote from 
our Friends, and native Country, and robbed of 
all our ſanguine Defires, and fondeſt Wiſhes 
when one calm Morning, to our infinite Joy we 
deſcried a Sail, at ſome Leauges Diſtance ; upon 
which we made a great Fire on an Eminence, and 
getting upon another Hill, pitched a Pole there 
on, upon which we hung a Shirt, and continued 
firing our Muſquets without Intermiſſion, hoping 
ſome Eye or other on Board her would diſcover 
theſe Signals of Diſtreſs; and how rejoiced we 
were, when we could ſee a Boat put off, full of 
Men, who rowed with all their Might towards 
the Ifland, and ſoon came within Hale of us; 
when lying on their Oars, they aſked us, in Por- 
tugueze, Who we were? I anſwered for the reſt, 
in that Language, That we were the Remains 
of the Crew of an Engliſh Ship, who had been 
ſhipwrecked here a great while ago; and begged 
them, for God's Sake to take us on Board, which 
they immediately conſented to; but would not 
touch the Company's Silver, without firſt obtain- 
ing their Captain's Leave, We were overcome 
with Tranſport at this Change of our Condition, 
and returned ſincere Thanks to God for our Deli- 
verance, and that we had fallen into the Hands of 
Friends and Allies to our Nation; and, indeed, we 
met with the nobleſt Uſage from the Captain Don 
Franciſco de Znniga, who, at my Requeſt, ſent his 
Boat again to Shore for the Treaſure, I was fo 
fond of ſaving for my Owners Benefit. —_ 
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Ship was bound from Goa, on a trading Voyage 
to China and Japan, and was a very large Veſſel, 
and better manned than molt of the Portugueze 
Ships generally are in theſe Parts of the World ; 
and the good Captain agreed to put us aſhore at 
Canton, which was the firſt Place he deſigned to 
touch at. Nothing could happen better than 
this; nor could we be carried to a more deſirable 
Place; but, tho? we experienced all the Good- 
neſs and Generoſity imaginable from this noble 
Portugueze, we experienced the utmoſt Brutality, 
and ſuperſtitious Hatred, from the common Sail- 
ors, poſſible ; and could not help acknowledging, 
that, in their Ships, they are the moſt nafty and 
lazy Wretches, that ever the World produced ; 
and ſuch bad Seamen, in general, that, in a hard 
Gale of Wind, they, inſtead of beſtirring them- 
ſelves with Briſkneſs and Alacrity, are conſtantly 
ſupplicating their St, Antonio to do their Buſineſs 
for them ; ſo that their Commanders are forced 
to exert their Authority over them, as over a 
Pack of Slaves, to bring them to any Thing. 
They are, however, well acquainted with the 
Eaſt-Indian Seas, and are good Pilots; and from 
them we learnt, that the Iſland we were upon was 
called Aſſegon; which they themſelves had been 
driven to the Sight of alſo by a Storm, which 
proved to us ſo propitious and fortunate, Don 
Franciſco was as good as his Word, and ſet us ſafe- 
ly on Shore at Canton, refuſing to take any Satis- 


faction for the Service he had done us; and we 
once more got amongſt our Countrymen, after a 
Series of ſuch Perils, Misfortunes, and Dangers; 


and ſoon after took Paſſage in another of the Com- 


pany's Ships for England, where, when we arrived, 


and had given the Directors an Account of our 
Behaviour and Hardſhips, -'they treated us very 
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kindly, made us handſome Preſents, and gave 
Capt. Friendly a Ship for Coaſt and Bay, and pro- 
vided me with my preſent Voyage to my old Sta- 
tion, Canton, whence I am arrived here, Home- 
ward-bound, happy in having recovered a Friend 
I fo dearly love, and who has been conſtantly up- 
permoſt in my Thoughts. 

We ſympathized with each other, in the va- 
rious Difficulties and Misfortunes we had met 
with, and congratulated, mutually, one another, 
on our good Succeſs, which was likely now to 
raiſe us to a State of uninterrupted Happineſs, if 
a Mottal can ever be faid to participitate of it. He 
heard Prim's Adventures with Pleaſure and Sur- 
prize, and conceived an high Opinion and Regard 
for Mr. Saris, When he talked of his dear Bel- 
lair, he perceived the Tears ſtart in my Fyes; and 
1 could not help making a mournful Compariſon 
between his happy State and my Miſery, depriv- 
ed, for ever, of my adorable and adored Louiſa. 
He ſaw my Pain; and, taking me in his Arms, 
kindly ſaid all he could to diſſipate my Uneaſineſs, 
and blamed himſelf for mentioning a Name which 
could not fail of reviving my Ideas of the Charmer 
of my Soul. He would fain have perſuaded us to 
leave the Dutch Ship, and go Paſſengers in his, 
but he had contraQted ſuch a Friendſhip for Capt. 
Beeckman, and he had done ſo many Things, kind- 
ly to accommodates us in the Voyage, that at 
length my Friend agreed, it would be aimoſt a 
Crime to leave him, and eſpecially as their Ship 
was ſo full, that he could not promiſe us near ſo 
gaod Entertainment there, He invited the Cap- 
tain with us, to a genteel Treat he gave us on 
Board his Ship; and all the Time we lay at the 
Cape, the Intercourſe of Civilities from Ship to 
Ship was great and noble; and like Men who fin - 

cerely.delighted to oblige each other. The "_— 


of JoE THOMP so. 171 


ly Behaviour between Mr. Diaper, myſelf and Mr. 
Saris, ſpread a Complacency every where, and 
inſpired Love and Humanity into every Breaſt. 
When we had got all on Board that was neceſſaryfor 
our Voyage, my dear Friend took a tender Fare- 
well of us, hoping we ſhould arrive ſafe to the de- 
ſired, the deſtined Spot, from which we had been 
ſo long abſent, in theſe uncomfortable ſultry Cli- 
mates. Captain Beeckman, by the Deſire of the 
other Captains, took the Command as Commodore, 
and delivered his Orders accordingly ; reſolving, 
if poſſible, to keep Company with each other to 
Europe. We weighed, and ſet ſail in Concert, and 
continued ſo till we came the Length of the Cana- 


ries, when a violent Storm aroſe, that put us in 
the utmoſt Pain for each other. Our Ship rode 


it well; but Capt. Friendly's, and that wherein 
my Friend was, ſeemed to labour very hard, amidſt 
the impetuous Winds, and boiling Waves, which 
roſe even to the Clouds; and, in a Day afterwards, 
the Storm ſtill continuing, we loſt Sight of our 
whole Fleet, to our great Uneaſineſs. I ſent up 
Petitions for their Safety, and prayed that the Al- 
mighty would ſtill the raging Main, and protect 
my poor Friend and his Companions. We drove 
thus for ſeveral Days; but at length the "Tempeſt 


abated, and a ſtill Calm ſucceeded this War of the 
Elements. | 
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kindly, made us handſome Preſents, and gave 
Capt. Friendly a Ship for Coaſt and Bay, and pro- 
vided me with my preſent Voyage to my old Sta- 
tion, Canton, whence I am arrived here, Home- 
ward-bound, happy in having recovered a Friend 
I fo dearly love, and who has been conſtantly up- 
permoſt in my Thoughts. 

We ſympathized with each other, in the va- 
rious Difficulties and Misfortunes we had met 
with, and congratulated, mutually, one another, 
on our good Succeſs, which was likely now to 
raiſe us to a State of uninterrupted Happineſs, if 
a Mottal can ever be ſaid to participitate of it. He 
heard Prim's Adventures with Pleaſure and Sur- 
prize, and conceived an high Opinion and Regard 
for Mr. Saris, When he talked of his dear Bel- 
lair, he perceived the Tears ſtart in my Eyes; and 
{ could not help making a mournful Compariſon 
between his happy State and my Miſery, depriv- 
ed, for ever, of my adorable and adored Loniſa, 
He ſaw my Pain; and, taking me in his Arms, 
kindly ſaid all he could to diſſipate my Uneaſineſs, 
and blamed himſelf for mentioning a Name which 
could not fail of reviving my Ideas of the Charmer 
of my Soul. He would fain have perſuaded us to 
leave the Dutch Ship, and go Paſſengers in his, 
but he had contracted ſuch a Friendſhip for Capt. 
Beeckman, and he had done ſo many Things, kind- 
ly to accommodates us in the Voyage, that at 
length my Friend agreed, it would be aimoſt a 
Crime to leave him, and eſpecially as their Ship 
was ſo full, that he could not promiſe us near fo 
good Entertainment there, He invited the Cap- 
tain with us, to a genteel Treat he gave us on 
Board his Ship; and all the Time we lay at the 
Cape, the Intercourſe of Civilities from Ship to 
Ship was great and noble; and like Men who fin- 
cerely delighted to oblige each other. The "a 
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ly Behaviour between Mr. Diaper, myſelf and Mr. 
Saris, ſpread a Complacency every where, and 
inſpired Love and Humanity into every Breaſt. 
When we had got all on Board that was neceſſaryfor 
our Voyage, my dear Friend took a tender Fare- 
well of us, hoping we ſhould arrive ſafe to the de- 
fired, the deſtined Spot, from which we had been 
ſo long abſent, in theſe uncomfortable ſultry Cli- 
mates. Captain Beeckman, by the Deſire of the 
other Captains, took the Command as Commodore, 
and delivered his Orders accordingly ; reſolving, 
if poſſible, to keep Company with each other to 
Europe. We weighed, and ſet ſail in Concert, and 
continued fo till we came the Length of the Cana- 
ries, when a violent Storm aroſe, that put us in 
the utmoſt Pain for each other. Our Ship rode 
it well ; but Capt. Friendly's, and that wherein 
my Friend was, ſeemed to labour very hard, amidſt 
the impetuous Winds, and boiling Waves, which 
roſe even to the Clouds; and, in a Day afterwards, 
the Storm ſtill continuing, we loſt Sight of our 
whole Fleet, to our great Uneaſineſs. I ſent up 
Petitions for their Safety, and prayed that the Al- 
mighty would ſtill the raging Main, and protect 
my poor Friend and his Companions. We drove 
thus for ſeveral Days; but at length the Tempeſt 


abated, and a ſlill Calm ſucceeded this War of the 


Flements. 
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CHAP. LI. 


4 


They put into Madeira. An extraordinary Ad- 
venture. He ſaves an old Friend from a Gang 
of Bravoes.—T hey are wounded in the Conflie. 

T beir mutual Foy at the Sight of each other. 

Mr. Archer' Account of the Accident —— 

He embarks with Captain Beeckman. They 

arrive at Amſterdam, 


TY Winds hanging contrary to us, and ſome 
of our Men being very ill, our Captain re- 
ſolved to touch at the Madeira's; and accordingly 
we anchored in the Road of Fia/; and ſoon after 
the Captain, Mr. Saris, and myſelf, went on Shore, 
and Cined at the Dutch GonſuPs, where we were 
elegantly entertained; and the next Day paid our 
Compliments to the Englifh Conſul, who received 
us with that Politeneſs ſo uſual to that Gentleman, 
and ſtaid us to Dinner; and ſeveral of the Engliſh 
Merchants accompanied us to ſee the Curioſities 
of the Iſland, and thoſe: of the Town. I had a 
particular Veneration for this Place, as it was the 
Scene of the Adventures of two faithful Lovers, 
who here finiſhed their Lives and Misfortunes to- 
gether, after retiring from the Rage of their Per- 
ſecutors in England. The Romiſh Inhabitants a- 
bound with all the ſuperſtitious Cuſtoms and Ce- 
remonies that can make a rational Creature fick of 
Ignorance and Enthuſiaſm ; and perhaps, in their 
Manners, are the baſeſt and loweſt Wretches that 
one can form an Idea of, I found the celebrated 
Wines of this Place not near of ſo generous a Re- 
liſh and Flavour, as they were in moſt diſtant Parts 
I had drank them: And *tis an Obſervation of the 
Merchants, that the beſt Madeira is to be found at 

| New York 
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N-w York in North America, owing as much to 
their Management of it there, as to the Accidents 
of Purgation and Refining which it meets with in 
the Paſſage. We ſpert many agreeable Hours 
here, and were univerſally careſſed; but, to our 
Diſappointment, found only one Dutch Ship of all 
our Convoy, had put into Fal; which gave me 
freſh Pain for poor Diaper, who, my melancholy 
Diſpoſition ſuggeſted to me had periſhed in the 
Ocean's devouring Jaws, 

One Evening I was returning from a Mer- 
chant's to the Exgliſb 
ris and Captain Beeckmar, behind me, and was go- 
ing to the upper Part of the Town for that Pur- 
poſe, when my Ears were accoſted with the Claſh- 
ing of Swords, and ſeveral heated Expreſſions ut- 
tered in the Portugueze Language ; 


Numbers, you'll find me no eaſy Conqueſt ! 
From a certain g2nerous Propenſity in my Na- 
ture, I drew my Sword, and haſtened to the Suc- 
cour of this unknown Perſon, and by the glim- 
mering Twilight, could perceive he. was aTaulted 
by ſix others, who. had ſurrounded him; upon 
which 1 cried, in the fame Language, Courage, 
Sir, | believe your Cauſe. is good by the Mul- 
titude of your Aſſailants; 


an Aſſiſtant, who perhaps may turn the -Scale 


on your Side ; and fo ſaying, I beſtirred my- 


ſelf in a Manner that made our Antagoniſts 
think it was Time to act with more Caution than 
they had hitherto done; but Villains are always 
Cowards, and after giving my Companion. a 
Wound, that laid him on the Ground, and run- 
ning me thro*. the Left-arm, one of them drop- 
ping, and the Reſt having received ſeveral Hurts, 
they ſcoured away and left us Maſters of the Field 


I 3 


ConjuPs, having left Mr. Sa- 


and particular- . 
ly one Voice cried, Villains, tho' oppreſſed with 


Fortune has ſent you 


of 


— by 
* — — 
CY 


JE "us Wan 
L » _ * = - 


2 — — — * 2 
— : „ wy 7 - ww 


174 The Life and Adventures 


of Battle. By this Time the Garriſon had been 
alarmed, and a ſtrong Party with an Officer at 
the Head of it, ſent to quell any Diſorder that 
might have ariſen: They found me raiſing the 
unknown Gentleman, who had received ſeveral 
Wounds, and when they had looked in the dead 
Man's Face, they knew him to be one of thoſe ex- 
ecrable Raſcals, that for Hire will undertake to rid 
a Man of his Enemy, by ſtabbing or ſhooting him 
privately, or attacking him with Numbers; a 
Practice more common amongſt the Portugueze, 
than even with the Spaniards and Italians; nay, 
iofe Fellows pretend to ſo much Honour in their 
Way, that if the Employer happens to relent, they 
ſurely ſacrifice him, if he gives Notice to his An- 
tagoniſt to avoid the Danger he has planted for 
him. When the Officer had received my Account 
of the Affair, he very civilly deſired me to attend 
him to the Governor, who was making merry at an 
Engliſh Merchant's, who teſtified ſo much in my Fa- 
vour, that we were ſet at Liberty, and a Procla- 
mation iſſued to take the Reſt of the Perſons con- 
cerned in this vile Attempt. The Gentleman I 
had relieved could fcarcely walk, but underſtand- 
ing he quartered at Don Henriques des Guzman's, 
the Officer and myſelf accompanied him there, 
where we received the "Thanks of that Gentleman, 
and a fine young Lady his Daughter, who both 
ſeemed mightily affected with the Misfortune that 
had happened to their Friend. In the Hurry and 
Confuſion this Affair had put me into, I had not 
regarded him attentively ; but hearing him thank 
me very gratefully in the Engliſiʒ Language, me- 
thought the Tone and Manner of his Expreſſion 
revived ſomewhat in my Memory, that had been 
very faithfully recorded there; and how pleaſingly 


ſurprized was I, when, aſking the Name of his 
Preſerver, 
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Preſerver, after telling him it was Thompſon, weak 
as he was, he gave a tranſported Cry, and ſaid, 
Yes, 'tis he! it could be no Body elſe but him 
that ſaved me.—Ah, my dear Friend !—and yet it 
can't be he,—-it muſt, —-it is,—-and he has quite 
forgotten his faithful Archer: At that Name, L 
plainly perceived it to be that young Gentleman I 
had ſo dearly valued, and who was ſo altered, it 
was impoſſible for me alſo to have recolleQed him. 
Though now plain, it was ſtil] myſterious, and 
taking him in my Arms, our Congratulations were 
ſo affecting and tender, as melted all the Standers- 
by; in ſhort, we were moved ourſelves, and all 
the little Scenes of boyiſh Affe tion, and the 
Tranſactions of our juvenile Years, ruſhed at 
once into our Minds, and cauſed an inexpreſſible 
Gladneſs to play about our Hearts, Don Hen- 
riques, and the Reſt of us could hardly perſuade 
him to go to Bed and have his Wounds dreſſed, 
which we found were not dangerous; and as to 
mine, it appeared ſo flight a Matter, that I would 
have fat up all Night with my Friend: But that 
the Surgeon wou!d by no Means permit, for al- 
ready our Interi.ew had cauſed a Fever in him, 
which he was very apprehenſive of the Conſe- 
quences of; ſo returning Thanks to the Gentle- 
man and his Family, I departed to my Lodging, 
promiſing Archer, that I would ſee him betimes in 
the Morring., 

I informed Mr. Seris of my good Fortune, in 
having ſaved the Life of a Mau I ſo much loved, 
and whom I had not ſeen for ſo many Years. I 
could perceive Mr. Archer was altered very 
much for the better, and had all the Gentleman 
about him; together with the Roughneſs of an 
Engliſhman, there was mingled the ſoft Air and 
| Look of the Portugueze, which had a very good 
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Effect upon the Spectator; but what I valued him 


much for was to ſee that he carried the ſame ho- 
neſt friendly Heart in his Boſom, that he had done 
when we roved the Fields cf Science, under the 
endearing Care of my Father. I carried Mr. 
Saris with me to ſee him, and he was ſo well re- 
covered, that he was able to diſcourſe; and we 
renewed again all thoſe 'Veftimonies of Affe &ion 
ſo natural where there is an eſtabliſhed Regard 
between two Perſons; and, he being able to bear 
it, at his Deſire I gave him an Account of all my 
TranſaQions and Adventures from the Time of 
our Separation till now, Part of which he had 
received by Letter from his Father, who he in- 
formed me, much to my Joy, was alive and well, 
with Mr. Sharpley the elder; but as to young 
Sharpley, he had not heard of him for ſome 
Time, near a Twelvemonth. He condoled with 
me like a Man that loved me on my Diſaſters, 
and congratulated me on my ſucceeding good For- 
tune, with an unfeigned Satisfaction. Upon en- 
quiring after his Affairs, I found they had not 
been interſperſed with any very extraordinary Ac- 
cidents; but that, in a fetiled Courſe of Traf— 
fic, he had made himſelf Maſter of a pretty 
Fortune; that the Scene of his Buſineſs had not 
been ſolely confined to Oporio; that he had fre- 
quently reſided at Liſbon, from whence he had now 
brought a Cargo to Madeira, which having dit- 
poſed of to great Advantage, he had a 1 hought 
of taking Paſſage with us for Hollund, from 
whence he would provide himſelt with another 
Cargo to Oforto: His Letters from England 
were of much later Date than any of mine, 
and from them I learnt my Father and all our 
Friends were well in Yorkſhire, where Mr. Archer 


propoſed to viſit us in about a "I'welvemonth, wm 
l 


of Jort THOMPSON. 177 


if Things went to his Mind, to ſettle in London. 
was charmed at his Propoſal of going with us to 
Holland, and aſſured him, he ſhould want no Ac- 
commodations, if I myſelf was forced even to ſwing 
in an Hammock, Mr. Archer's Life hitherto had 
been one uniform Plan, wherein the Merchant had 
always the upper Hand; and, in the Conſiderati- 
on of riſing in his Profeſſion, all the Starts and 
Paſſions of the Soul were centered; indeed no 
Man ſeemed better cut out for Trade, hav- 
ing all the admired Principles of that Set of Men. 
As he had not mentioned a Word of Love in 
his whole Story, I could not imagine how he 
came to be attacked by the Bravoer, thoſe Aſ- 
ſaults being commonly the Reſult of ſome 
Amour ; and therefore I made free to aſk him, 
If he knew the Meaning of his being ſet up- 
on by them? he told me he gueſſed ſomewhat 
of the Matter, and that his being carreſſed by. Don 
Henriques, and his amiable Daughter, had raiſed - 
the Hatred of Den Juan de Carvalho, a noble 
Portugueze, who had Fretenſions . to her; and 
Love and Jealouſy being almoſt always united 
in the Portugueze, that he had thus. contrived to 
take him off. We entered into a Diſcourſe or 
the baſe Principles that animate this Nation, and 
from thence. into another on Duelling, which is 
ſo common in other Countries; and Mr, Saris 
obſerved, that the Method of taking an Enem' 
off in this Manner, with the gloomy revengefr! 
Pertugueze,, allowing for the different Notion c. 
Things, that different People or Nations have 
was equally honcurable when conſidered in tl::- 
Light, that the ſingle Combatant as well as th. 
Aſſaſſinator thinks, nothing can retrieve his H. 
nour but ſpilling the Blood of his Antagoni: 
Indeed the generous Engliſhman, and the Frenc. 
man, oppoſes his Man ingly, and Face to Face 
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but the ſame Principles inſpire his Breaſt as do 
thoſe of an Htalian, when he ſtabs you behind 
with his Szilletto ; for they purſue the ſame Ends, 
but by different Routs. If any Thing, the Prac- 
tice of the Engliſh and French is more abfurd ; 
for to have received an Injury, and at the ſame 
Time to put it into the Power of your Enemy 
to take your Life, is either confounding Right 
and Wrong, or is depending upon the Aſſiſtance 
of a Being in the Combat, who has declared, H- 
that ſheds Man's Blood, by Man ſball his Blood be 
ſhed. Pity it is, that the utmoſt Contempt does 
not ſucceed ſuch Encounters to both Parties, and 
that by a Public Brand, they were not ſeparated 
from Society, as Aliens and Strangers to thoſe 
amiable Propenſities of human Nature, Mercy 
and Forgiveneſs of Injuries. 

Captain Beeckman conſenting at our Requeſt to 
Mr. Arcber's taking Paſſage with him, we accom- 
modated him as well as we could; and being 
quite recovered, and ſettling his Affairs, ſo as 
to find them as he wiſhed, when he ſaw his Cor- 
reſpondent at Liſbon, we took Leave of all 
Friends and Acquaintance, and weighing, ſtood 
for the North- eaſt, and were ſoon out of Sight 
of the Ifland, running afore the Wind with a 
fine Gale, which gave us Hepes of ſoon conclu- 
ding our tedious Voyage. Fair and ſerene Wea- 
ther continued during the Remainder of our Paſ- 
ſage, which being at the moſt pleaſant Seaſon of 
the Year, yielded to us a great deal of Satisfac- 
tion; and ſure no one can deſcribe the many Starts 
and Motions of Joy that filled my Heart, in ap- 
proaching Europe's happy Seats after ſo long an 
Abſence ; nay, the ſame Gladneſs ſhone in the 
Eyes of the meaneſt of our Crew, and even Mr. 
Saris, tho' oppreſſed with a black and deadly Me- 
lancholy, ſeemed inſpired with Pleaſure, It is 
Providence, it is Heaven itſelf, who has placed 

in 
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in our Breaſts that Inclination to our native Coun- 
try, that directs and ſtimulates us in all our Ac- 
tions; that amiable Propenſity to deſire and long 
to behold and enjoy the Happineſs of living, and 
dying, where we were firſt kindled into Life, and 
firſt became Members of Society | Even the frozen 
Laplander, and the Sun-burnt Hottentot, have the 
ſame Sentiments, and deprived of their native, 
tho' comfortleſs Skies, are greatly unhappy, and, 
pining, feel the moſt pungent Sorrow, 

We came to Anchor in that famous River, on 
which is ſeated the ever-renowned Mart of Amſter- 
dam, and I thought for a long Time my Curioſity 
could never be ſatisfied, in viewing all the Won- 
ders of that great Metropolis, not only of the 
United Provinces, but, I may alſo ſay, of the whole 
trading World; and my two Companions, who 
were alſo before Strangers to the Place and Coun- 
try, were as eager, as myſelf, to gratify them- 
ſelves in inſpecting the Laws and Cuſtoms of this 
wiſe and great People. 


CHAP. LY. 


Mr. Saris departs for Ireland. Archer takes 
Leave of Thompſon, and embarks for Oporto. 
He diſpoſe: of bis Diamond to great Advan- 
tage —Viſits Rotterdam, and other Places, 
Embarks in the Saliſbury, Mac Kenzie, for 
London.—T hey are taken by the French. 


hold of it, and after taking the moſt tender Leave 
of each other, and promiſing to keep up an epiſ- 
tolary Correſpondence, embarked for that Place, 
leaving it to my Care to remit him the Effects he 
had in Truman's Hands when I got to * 

when 


R. Saris having found an Opportunity to 
go to Ireland by a Ship bound to Cork, laid 
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where I would fain have perſuaded him to accom- 
pany me; but he was very eager to fee his Son, 
and therefore I could not poſſibly expect that 
Gratification. Soon after his Departure, Mr. 
Archer having compleated a valuable Cargo for 
Portugal, alſo took his Leave cf me, intruſting to 
my Care Letters to his Father, to mine and my 
Mother, and Mr. Sharpley the elder. I parted 
with him, with great Regret, and his ReluQance 
to ſeparate was almoſt as great as mine; but we 
comforted each other in the Conſideration, that 
in about a T welvemonth he would be able to 
complete all his Affairs Abroad, and return to 
England. | | 

I applied to ſeveral eminent Jewellers to diſpoſe 
of my large Diamond, which I was now reſolved 
to turn into Money, in order to remit it to Eng- 
laxd; but ſome thro? Ignorance, and others thro? 
Knavery put ſo low a Price upon it, that I was 
reſolved not to diſpoſe of it here at all: However 
at laſt I happened at a Coffee-houſe adjcining to 
the e to mention it to Mr. Levy, a noted 
Jewiſßb Broker, who was in Raptures at the Sight 
of it, and undertook to get me a Cuſtomer; 
which he accordingly did in the Prince of Darm- 
fladt, whoſe Agent paid me down to the Amount 
of 22,000 J. which was more than ever I expect- 
ed; andI thorght myfelf fo obliged to the Fide- 
lity and Addrefs of Levy, that I infiſted upon his 
2ccepting 200 Florins, beſide what was uſua] for 
Commiſſion ; and thus I found myſelf richer than 
I could in my moſt ſanguine Hopes have deſired, 
and immediately procured Bills payable at London, 
which I ſent by the Packet to Mr. Diaper, re- 
ſ{ervirg only about 500 J. to carry me Home, and 


fer ſuch other Matters as might occur, I now 


made the Tour of the Provinces, and ſaw the 
moſt 
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moſt conſiderable Places in the Dominions of the 

Republic, and at length went to Rotterdam, with 

a View to get a Paſlage in ſome Ship for England, 
and found the Saliſbury, Capt. Mac! Kenzie, ready 

to ſail ; with whom agreeing, I embarked with 
him, and in three or four Days afterwards failed 
for that Country my Soul now longed after, tho? it 
revived in my Mind a thouſand Ideas, that gave. 
me Pain inexpreſſible. 

Captain Mac Kenzie's Ship: was a very ſtout 
one, and well-manned ; fo notwithſtanding Pri- 
vateers ſwarmed in the Channel and North Seas, 
he was reſolved not to wait for Convoy, but make 
the beſt of his Way alone, ard accordingly we 
failed with a favourable Wird; but abreaſt of the. 
North Foreland, we were chaſed by a Privateer 
under French Colours, who, though we crouded 
all the Sail we could, wronged us greatly, and 
ſoon came up with us: She. was a large Ship, full 
of Guns and Men; however Mac Kenzie reſolved 
to do all he could to ſave himſelf, and edging down 
upon her, gave her a Broadſide, which raked her 
fore and aft, and damaged her Rigging ; our Sa- 
lute was returned by the like Compliment, and all 
their Tops being manned with Marines, with 
ſmall Arms, who diſcharged at the ſame Time, 
we had a Number of our Men killed and wound- 
ed, and Captain Mac Kenzie being ſhot thro? the 
Head, his Mate diſabled, and all Things in Con- 
fuſion, it was thought high Time to ſtrike to the 
Enemy, who ſent their Boat on Poard of us, and 
leaving a Number of Hands behind them, took 
me and two or three other Paſſengers with them 
to appear before their Captain, whoſe Name was 
Le Serre, and the Privateer's the Terrible, belong- 
ing to Havre de Grace, He behaved with an Ex- 
tremity of Politeneſs, returned us our Swords, 
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made us dine with him, and forbid his Men to 
ſtrip any of the Priſoners, to whom he acted with 
great Generoſity and Tenderneſs. He found his 
Prize a very good one, which perhaps not a little 
contributed to his pleaſant Temper, for we were 
laden with a very valuable Cargo. My Loſs was 
very trifling, conſiſting principally of what Money 
I had about me; and Le Serre very much diſtin- 
guiſhed me, and ſeemed greatly pleaſed with my 
Converſation, And thus I found myſelf in the 
Condition of a Captive, tho? it did not give me 
much Pain, as there had, I underſtood, been a 
Cartel ſettled between the two Nations for the 
Exchange of Priſoners : Nay, I was not a little 

leaſed that I ſhould have an Opportunity to ſee 

rance, which I had a long Time deſired. 


CHAP, LV. 


He ſets out for Paris. £ relieves en Engliſh 
Officer in Diſtreſs.— Finds bim to be an old 
Friend. They ſatisfy ene another in the Rela- 
tion of their Adventures. They viſit Verſailles. 

The Officer falls in Love with a Lady they 

meet in the Gardens, 


AVING diſpoſed of Matters in the Prize 

and on Board the Terrible, the Captain car- 

ried us into Dunkirk, where our Men were put 
into the Priſon ; but, as to myſelf and the reſt of 
the Paſſengers, we had Liberty upon our Parole, 
to walk in the Town, ſo that we did not go near 
the Works, which they are very cautious leſt any 
Stranger ſhould inſpect. We had a Houſe aſſign- 
ed us to lodge in, and from thence, when a little 


ſettled, I wrote to my Father, Truman, and other 
Friends 
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Friends in England, to whom 1 had alſo before 
wrote from Rotterdam, acquainting them with the 
Misfortune that had happened to me, and let- 
ting them know that I had drawn a Bill for 200 J. 
payable on Sight, to Monſieur Varillon, or his Or- 
der in London. I received an Anſwer in about a 
Month ; after condoling with me on my Miſhap, 
they informed me, that Truman, with my Effects, 
had arrived ſafe in England, and that they had diſpo- 
ſed every thing for my Benefit; that the Bills I ſent 
from Hs/land had been paid, and that all my 
Friends were in Health, and longed for nothing 
ſo much as to ſee me; and Mr. Goodtoill had got 
Letters from a great Man to the Miniſter of the 
Marine in France, by which he did not doubt they 
ſhould hear I was immediately releaſed ; and this 
Way they the rather took, as no Cartel Ship would 
fail to France for fome Time. My Mother's Let- 
ter was full of Tenderneſs, and all that Affecti- 
on and Regard ſhe preſerved in her Breaſt for her 
Son, of which LIhad had ſo many and fo great In- 
ſtances. One Thing gave me a high Satisfaction, 
which was, that I received a Letter from my 
Friend Diaper, who had ſafely arrived in England, 
and only waited my coming Home to celebrate 
his Nuptials with his deareſt, Miſs Bellair. In 
about ten Days, after IJ had the Pleaſure of re- 
ceiving theſe Letters, which ſet my Heart at Reſt, 
an Order came to the Governor of Nunkirk, to re- 
leaſe an Engliſb Gentleman, whoſe Name was 
Thompſon, and to ſuffer him to depart to whatever 
Place his Inclination led him ; and I accordingly 


was ſent for by him, and acquainted with the News. 


I returned him. my Thanks in the beſt Manner I 
could, and he ſtaid me to dine with him; and I 
wrote a Letter of Acknowledgment to the Mini- 
ſter, and hoped I ſhould be permitted to mn 

im 
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him in Perſon at my Arrival at Paris, where I pro- 
poſed to do myſelf the Honour to go as ſoon as [ 
had ſettled my Affairs at Dunkirk. This I had no 
ſooner done, and received Remittances from Lon- 
dan, than I refolved to ſet out for Paris; but be- 
fore I went, thought I could not leave Dunkirk, 
with Satisfaction to my Mind, unleſs I cndeavour- 
ed to ſoften the Rigours of my Countrymen's Con- 
finement, who were now very numerous; and, 
accordingly, I went to the Place of their Durance, 
and beſtowed upon each of them. a Sum of 
Money, and for the Uſe of the Ship's Crew I was 
taken in, I left a conſiderable Sum in the Hands 
of Mr. Poſtlethwaite, an Engliſh Merchant reſiding 
at Dunkirk, with a Deſire that, he would iſſue it 
out to them, as he thought in his Diſcretion they 
needed it. Dunkirk is not more formidable at pre- 


ſent to this Nation, by its Situation and the Works. 


that have been carried on there, than as it is the 
Receptacle and Aſylum of almoſt all the Outlaws, 
Bankrupts and Smugglers, that are, forced to leave 


their native Country for Fear of. Puniſhment for 


their Crimes and Frauds ; the latter particularly, 
who are conſtantly employed in Defiance of our. 


Laws, in making Trips over to England with un- 
accuſtomed Goods, are of the greateſt Service to. 


the French, by the early Intelligence they give their 


Merchants of the Men of War and Privateers that 


fail from our Ports, with their Deſtination, by 
whieh they are able to ſteer ſuch Courſes, as they 
may avoid the Danger of being made Prize of ; 
ſo that no Set of People meet with more Counte- 
nance here, or are more encouraged by the Go- 
vernors of all their Sea-port Towns, 

I hired a proper Conveyance, and ſet out by 
Way of Graveline to Calair, and from thence 


took Paſſage in the Coach for Paris, Our Com 


pany 
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pany conſiſted of three or four French Officers 


and a Dominican, who was going to that Metro- 
polis, having procured a Chaplainſhip to a Perſon 
of Diſtinction there. Nothing could be more 
entertaining than this Company, and the uſual 
Politeneſs of the French Nation made our Jour- 
ney infinitely agreeable, At Amiens one of our 
Comparions left us, whoſe Place was ſupplied by 
an Engliſh Gentleman, who ſeemed in Perſon and 
Temper formed to pleaſe : It is natural for one to 
be very curious in knowing the Affairs that detain 
our Countrymen in France at this Time, and in 
a free and genteel Way he informed us, that he 
had been Captain of the Spy, an Engliſh Sloop of 
War, which was in purſuing a French Privateer too 
eagerly, run on Shore upon the Coaſt of France, 
where, after loſing their Veſlel, they were obli- 
ged to ſeek for Shelter in their Longboat, and 
were made Priſoners of War ; that his Crew had 
been with himſelf exchanged, but having con- 
tracted a Friendſhip with the Sieur du Pleſſis, Cap- 
tain of the Amiable, a French Ship of War, he had 
accorded to an Invitation he made him to pay 
him a Viſit at Paris, The Reſt of this Gentleman's 
Diſcourſe gave me a very high Idea of his good 
Senſe, and there was ſomewhat ſo ſweet ſeeming- 
ly in his Diſpoſition, that one could not avoid 
loving him. At Beauvais, for we took that Road, 
this Gentleman called me on one Side, and 
begging my Pardon, deſired I would with Patience 
and Candour hear him make a Requeſt to me, 
which, from his Knowledge of his Countrymen's 
Generoſity, and from ſome Things he had heard 
me advance in Diſcourſe, he had great Hopes I 
would freely grant him: In ſhort, Sir, I am un- 
happy enough to have been robbed between Calais 
and Amiens, by two Iriſh Soldiers, of all I had 
about me, and I can't promiſe myſelf to receive 


Money 
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Money for ſome Weeks, even when I come to 
Paris : At preſent I have only one Livre about me, 
and am unable to pay my Reckoning and Coach. 
hire ; but if you can have ſo much Confidence in 
me, as to lend me a few Livres, you may depend 
upon it I will moſt faithfully repay you again, 1 
took him by the Hand, and told him, he obliged 
me by his Requeſt, and feeling in my Purſe drew 
forth half the Contents, and put it into his Hands, 
amounting to ſome Louis d'Or. He ſtood ſilent 
for ſome Time, and then advancing, catched me 
eagerly in his Arms, and could not find Words to 
expreſs his Acknowledgments ; at length he cri- 
ed, Would to God, Sir, Imay merit your Friend- 
ſhip, for 1 already fee] I ſhaji be unhappy, if! 
am not eſteem'd by you; and perhaps, Sir, you 
may one Time or other think it no Diſgrace to 
be known by Sbarpley.—Sharpley ! I replied, with 
a remarkable Alteration of Voice and Counte- 
nance, it can't be; pray, dear Sir, what Coun- 
tryman are you? If of Yorkſhire, as my Heart 
ſeems to tell me, I ſhall count myſelf happy ; I 
am, Sir, I am of that Country. he rejoined 
with Precipitation; but, dear Sir, are you ac- 
quainted wich that Name and Family? 1 am not 
only acquainted, Sir, but love them all as well as 
I do myſelf, and en ſurprized at my Dulneſs, 


that I could not r ni dear Friend before: 
Come to mv me, an pirrake of all that is 
mine; fore t Friendſhip entitles 
you to it Is it pet!» bend not remember 


Thomp/on 8 Thompſon ! he , what ?—Yes,— 
my dear Joey It is he himicli, and that accounts 
for the Impulſes I felt in his Favour ! We em- 
braced, and I believe no one was ever Witnels to 
ſo much mutual Love and Tenderneſs between 
two Friends ; we were never tired with gazing at 

each 
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each other; and this unexpeQed Meeting in a 
Foreign Country,—in ſuch Circumſtances, — gave 
a Flow of Pleaſure and Satisfaction, that Expreſ- 
ſion 1s too faint to deſcribe: There was ſomewhat 
in Sharpley more like myſelf than in Archer ; he 
was a more generous open Soul, his Scene of Life 
had been as much varied as my own, and he had 
all that native Freedom and Generofity in his 
Breaſt and Actions, that cannot fail of raiſing 
Love and Eſteem. We even wept on both Sides, 
and quite forgot that we were going to Paris, had 
not the Driver of the Veaiture awakened us from 
our Tranſports, by telling us, it was Time to 
prepare for going. 'The reſt of our Journey was 
full of the encreaſed Pleaſure ariſing from the 
Company of ſuch a Friend, and we arrived ſafely 
at Paris, where Sharpley inſiſted on my accom- 
panying him to the Houſe of Monſieur di Pleſſis, 
where that Gentleman, in the poli:<i: Manner, 
begged us to make it our own whilſt we ſtaid. 
It was in the Street of St. Honore, and himſelf 
and his Family were ſuch engaging People, that L 
thought myſelf quite happy in their Society; and 
as to Sharpley he was treated by du Pleſts, more 
like a Brother than an Acquaintance, He had 
received ſome Wounds in an Encounter. with an 
Engliſh Ship of War, and had obtained Leave for 
his Bravery, to ſpend ſome Months with his Fa- 
mily in this City, where the beſt and greateſt 
Company daily reforted to ſee him. When we 
were a little ſettled, I called my Friend on one 
Side, and told him as he expeQed no Remittance 
from his Agent for ſome Time, I begged he would 
make free with my Purſe, and I-t us hare it; 
that as to my Part, I was ſo ſituated, that I 
could have Money enough of any Banker in Pe- 
ris, and therefore inſiſted upon it, that he ſhould 
deal with it as his own, without Reſerve ; he 
thanked 
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thanked me in the warmeſt Manner, and we 
immediately ſhared what I had remaining about 
me, and began to live in common with that 
Openneſs that diſtingviſnes Friends and Genile. 
men, from the avaritious and penurious Creatures 
that only pretend tothoſe ſublime Principles, that 
we felt at the Bottom of our Hearts, 

Hail, holy Friendſhip, that inſpires the Boſom 
with generous Warmth and Harmony! that tune: 
the Soul to Notes of higheſt Concord, and com- 
penſates for all the Ills-of Life]! Born with this 
Principle towards each other, this kind, this 
heavenly Motion to mutual Love and ſoft Bene- 
volence, nothing but Paſſion's fell deteſted Reign, 
and baneful Vice in her maligneſt Progreſs, can 
break the native Tie that knits Mankind together | 
a Tie as neceſlary to Societies as it is to Individu- 
als. It leſſens Loads of Woe, with aching Sym- 
pathy and tendcreit Compaſſion ; and Joy, which 
loves to be communicate, encreaſes more and 
more, whenever it finds Par takers in its Tranſ. 


ports, The Wietch, all Cloom, who has not, 


does nat feel thy Influence, lives a moſt jealous, 
moſt ſuſpicious Creature; forlorn, he ſtalks about 
all omfaritels, and knows he wants the friendly 
Aid, the powerful Aſſiſtance, to ward each fatal 
Blow that threats Deſtruction to his Peace and 
Quiet ! Oh! may I never live devoid of thee! 
Benign and lovely Sweetner of my Life, dear 
Conſolation to the troubled Preaſt, | 
When we found a proper Opportunity, accord- 
ing to my Friend's earneit Def.re, I gave him 
an Account of all he Accidents that had befallen 
me, fince he firſt went to Sea, at which he ex- 
prelled the utmolt Surprize; and when I related 
the Death of my Louiſa, and my Deſpair and 
| 3 Diſtraction 
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Diſtra tion after that melancholy Occurrence, he 
could not refrain Tears, which plentifully trickled 
down his Cheeks, and teſtified more than any 
Tning the Affection he bore me. He then gra- 
tified me with an Account of his own Adventures, 
which principally conſiſted of Sea Voyages, and 
Affairs, and Deſcriptions of ſuch Places in the ſe— 
veral Parts of the World, as he had viſited: He 
had wrote to his Father ſince his being taken Pri- 
ſoner ; bat had received no Anſwer; ſo that he 
was obliged to me for the lateſt Accounts how Af- 
fairs ſtood at Home, at which he was very much 
pleaſed, particularly to hear that his Father was 
well: He had not ſeen him ſince his firſt going to 
Sea, nor had been in Eng/and but once, when he 
was fitted out for a Cruiſe in the Spy, and they 
had then only an Opportunity to receive one Let- 
ter from each other. He had taken ſome Prizes, 
which had turned to a, good Account, as his Agent 
on Towerhill had informed him, ſo that excluſive 
of his Pay, he was Maſter of a comfortable Sum 
of Money, and had endured ſuch Number of Fa- 
tigues in the Service, that, tho? he had an entire 
Affection for his King and Country's Intereſt, he 
longed for nothing more than to retire into York- 
ſhire, and there enjoy ſome Years of Quiet; and 
for that Purpoſe was reſolved to return with me, 
after ſeeing what was worthy a curious Obſerva- 
tion in France, I was charmed to hear his Incli- 
nation, and embracing him, told him that his In- 
tereſt ſhould be ever mine, and that as to Money, 
he never need want it, whilſt I had any in my Poſ- 
ſeſſion. He received this Declaration with ſo viſible 
an Emotion, and ſo many Acknowledgments, that 
I was obliged to inſiſt upon ceaſing the Diſcourſe, 
which, with ſome Difficulty, I brought him todo; 
for Sharpley's Sea-faring Life had not robbed __ 
0 
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of his natural Eloquence, and I found thoſe Rudi. 
ments of Science, and thoſe great and noble Prin. 
ciples he had received from his worthy Tutor and 
mine were rather inforced and ſtrengthened by ths 
Obſervations he had made, than weakened by 
Life of Turmoil, Noiſe and Hurry, accompanied 
with the uſual Dangers that fall to the Lot & 
Gentlemen of his Profeſſion ; and, indeed, it i; 
the Misfortune of moſt of the Officers of the Nay, 
that they are ſent very young to Sea, before they 
have made that Progreſs in Learning that would 
poliſh and brighten their future Conduct; and the 
Sages of the Sea may ſay what they will, but ſo 
early an Initiation is no more neceſſary in that Art 
than in the Science of the Army, where you ever 
find the faneſt and moſt polite Gentlemen, and the 
ſmalleſt Number of Brutes. It was no Wonder at 
all that we did not immediately know one another, 
for Sharpley, when a Lad, was thin and ſpare, and 
of a very fair Complexion; but now he had en- 
creaſed in Bulk greatly, tho? it had not taken away 
from, but rather added to his Gentility, and was 
of a ſwarthy Complexion, which, together with 
the Difference a modiſh Dreſs and a Wig occaſion- 
ed, very well might conccal him. Ithink I never 
ſaw a Man, who look:d more like a Perſon of 
Diſtinction and Importance, and his every Look 
and Action beſpoke the good Opinion of all that 
behcld him. As io my Part, I was grown very 
thin, and was of as black an Hue, as a Mullatto, 
from the intenſe Hcat of the Climate I came from. 
I had alſo loſt my Hair and wore a Peruke, and 
the Richneſs of in; Habit might with all this very 
much diſguiſe young Yorkſhire; and I had contraQ- 
ed ſuch à careleſs Way of wearing my Apparel, 
in which I {cd to be remarkably neat, ever fince 
the Loſs of my dear, my much lamented Louiſe, 

that 
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hat I could not but ſeem a quite different Crea- 
ture, even to theſe who had ſeen me ſince Mr, 
Sharpley. 

Mr. Du Pleſſis was ſo kind, with Monſ. De Baſ- 
ſompiere, his Nephew, and ſome other French Gen- 
tlemen, to carry us to all the public Diverſions 
and Places in Pari; the Theatre, the French and 
ſalian Opera; and, by the Favour of the Marquis 
of Houdaincourt, a particular Friend of his, we 
had the Honour to be introduced to his Mos 
Chriftian Majeſty's Preſence, to ſee him dance at a 
Ball, and dine ſeveral Times with the Royal Fami- 
„ We were alſo preſent when his Majeſty killed 
1 wild Boar, with his own Hand in the Wood of 
Higniet. We viſited Fontainbleau, Marli, and 
all the remarkable Palaces of the Nobility and 
Gentry thereabout ; and were alſo, once or 
twice, on a Party of Pleaſure at St. Dennis, and 
other publick Places of Reſort ; nor could help 
admiring that Sweetneſs and Politeſſe that make 
the Inhabitants of this Country ſo very agreeable 
to Foreigners. One Obje& ſtill remained, which, 
| was relolved we ſhould thoroughly feaſt our 
Senſes upon, before we left France, which was, 
the ſtately Palace of Verſailles, and its admired 
Gardens and Proſpects; and, ſeveral of our 
rew Friends determining to accompany us there, 
we ſet out, in the Marquis's Coach, for that 
dclightful Place. 

We were three or four Days in viewing this 
magnificent Palace; and were ſo loſt in a Field 
| of Wonders, that it was with Regret we thought 
of leaving the Charming Spot. Sure nothing 
in the World can equal the Beauties that every- 
where around delight the Eye, and exalt the 
Mind The ſuperb Apartments, decked with all 
that Art and Science can furniſh ; and the ſpa- 


cious Gardens, in a thouſand Varieties, ſeem the 
favourite 
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favourite Retreat of all the rural Deities, —Fy; 
has here beſtowed her choiceſt Graces; and the 
Dryads ſport in every Labyrinth and Grove of 
this immortal Monument of the Glory of Lew; 


XIV. who certainly went, amidſt a Thirſt of 


Empire, the only Way to deſerve the Name of 
Great, by becoming the Patron of all the Diſtin— 
guiſhed and Learned in every Profeſſion ; and 
like Auguſtus, cheriſhed thoſe Artiſts that were 
ſure to make him live for cver, Here he laid, 
more than by his Conqueſts, the Foundation of 
an univerſal Empire ; and, if any Thing contri. 
butes, ſome Time or other, to give his Country 
that DiſtinQtion, *twill proceed from their cul. 
tivating Wiſdom, Diſcipline, and liberal Arts; 
and, thereby procuring a Reſpea, Eſteem, and 
Veneration, from all Nations, hwo ow, in ge- 
neral, act by her Maxims, ſpeak her Language, 
and imbibe all the Politeneſs and Gentility, fo 
natural to her. In ſhort, ſhe ſits ſupreme in 
Literature ; and gives her Laws with ſo much 
amiable Sweetneſs, that the whole World yields 
ready and willing Homage. 

We were taking our laſt View of this Pride of 
France, when, walking thro' one of the Alleys, 
we met two Ladies, one of them maſqued, who, 
at our Approach, would have directed their Steps 
another Way ; but, ſeeing them under ſome 
Embarraſſment, we would have retired ; and [ 
ſaid to Sharpley, Let us, Sir, turn down the next 
Walk; when the maſqued Lady exclaimed, 
Good God]! What do I ſee? and fainted in the 
Arms of her Companion. The Sweetneſs of the 


Voice attracted all Ears but mine, who had been 
deaf ſo long, and blind to all Female Perfection; 
ſol kept on my Way, with Mr. du Pleſſis, whilſt 
Sharpley, the Marquis, and Baſſompiere, flew to 
the Aſſiſtance of the Ladies. The fainting Fair» 

one 
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one had juſt come to herſelf, and handſomely 
returned Thanks for their kind Intentions ; but 
ſeemed to caſt her Eyes on every Side, as if to 
ſeek ſomewhat ſhe wanted ; and heaved a re- 
pining Sigh, when ſhe could not diſcover it. The 
other Lad inforced her Compliments, and would 
have withdrawn; but the Marquis enquired of a 
Footmar, who attended them, If they had any 
Convenience waiting to carry them Home? 
Which he anſwering in the Negative, inſiſted 
upon their accepting his Coach; and Sharpley 
offered his Service to attend on them; which, 
after ſome Denials, they, with ſeeming Reluc- 
tance, accepted; and, ordering the Coachman 
to drive to St. Clou, left them, full of Admira- 
tion at their uncommon Beauty. We went to 
Paris that Kven ing, in a Coach we borrowed of 
the Marchion-ſs de Geſv-res, where we found 
Mr Sharpl:y had juſt arrived before us, He ap- 
peared lo grave and ſo much upon the Reſerve, 
that he was bantered by the whole Company, 
who told him his Civility to the unknown Ladies 
nad loſt him his Heart. He ſmiled, and made 
an evaſive Anſwer, which only confirmed us in 
the Truth of our Obſervation, When we went 
to Reſt, he made an Excuſe to viſit me in m 

Apartment, and then told me he feared he was 
a miſerable Creature if he could not engage the 
Attention of one of the Ladies he had conveyed 
Home, to his Addreſſes, My Friend, he cried, 
in Rapture, Never was ſo finiſhed a Piece in the 
Creation, as this lovely Creature ; and the Beau- 
ties of her Mind far excel thoſe of her Per- 
lon ; beſides, ſhe is ſo inartfully merry and debon- 
air, that ſhe exactly ſuits my Temper, and 1 can- 
not live without poſſeſſing her; lend me your Aſ- 
ſiſtance, dear Joey, and I'll be your Slave the Re- 
mainder of my Life. The other is alſo a perfect 
Vor, II, K Beauty, 
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Beauty, but too melancholy and penſive fer my 
Diſpoſition ; and, if I judge rightly, has ſome 
great Load of Sorrow at her Heart, by her fre- 
quent Sighing, and the involuntary Tears that 
trickled now and then down her lovely Face : In 
ſhort, they are our Countrywomen ; the one the 
Daughter, and the other the Niece, to an elder- 
ly Lady, that has reſided ſome Years in France 
They keep little Company, and have done me 
the Honour to give me a general Invitation to ſee 
them at their Houſe at St. Clou, which is a large 
and ſpacious Fdifice; and they live, in all Re— 
ſpects, like Perſons of the firſt Quality, Ob 
how happy ſhould I be, could I obtain ſo dear a 
Companion to ſolace the future Hours of my 
Life! One Thing ſurprized me, which was, 
that the melancholy one, who is the Niece, 
enquired particularly after the Names of the 
Gentlemen ſhe ſaw us with at Verſailles; and, 
amongſt the reſt, aſked who the Genileman in 
Scarlet and Gold was, who left the Walk with 
the old one, in Complaiſance to them; and J had 
no ſooner told them you was our Countryman, ard 
that your Name was Thompſon, than ſhe fainted 
away, and wept moſt piteouſly ; ay in that 
Condition, was borne off to Bed; her Couſin and 
Aunt aſſuring me they were Accidents very fre- 
quent with her, and that ſhe had been troubled 
with ſuch Fits from her Infancy : However, the 
Diſcourſe was ſtill continued; and my Charmer 
particularly enquired, If you was married, and 
what Part of the World you came from [alt ? 
I ſatisfied their Enquiries ; and, it's my Opinion, 
(tho? I know it's what you neither like nor defire) 
that you have, at firſt Sight, ſmitten the Niece, 
in a Manner that I ſhould be rejoiced to melt 
her Couſin to, after Years of longing Servitude. [ 

congratulated 
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congratulated Sharpley on his good Fortune, and 
promiſed him, if I could any Way ſerve him in 
his Amour, I would ; and, after mutually em- 
bracing one another, we parted, and went to 


Bed. 
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Sharpley makes great Progreſs in his Amour. 
Recommends a Page to Thompſon, at the Requeſt 
of Serena. He jets out for the Marquis 
de Houdaincourt's Seat in Normandy. They 
are attacked by Banditti. His Life ſaved by 
bis Page The Story of the Marquis and the 
beautiful Marguerite d' Aulnay. They releaſe 
ber from her Conſinement. --She is married ta 
the Marquis. 


Y Friend was now almoſt conſtantly at the 

Feet of his Miſtreſs; and, tho? he could 

not prevail upon me to accompany him to her 
Hotel, yet I heard from Time to Time, from 
him, that he had Reaſon to think himſelf a 
very happy Man, and that Serenu, that was 
the Name of his Beloved, made him all the Re- 

turns that ſo faithful and tender a Paſſion deſerv- - 
ed, I ſhould, had it been neceſſary to him, 
have made no Difficulty of viſiting that Lady, 
and her Family, as they often had requeſted, by 
him, that I would ; but the Account he gave me 
before, of the Senſibility of the Niece, deterred 
me, I had too much Honour to trifle with a 
Lady in ſo important an Affair, as that which 
concerned, I preſumed, the Happineſs of her 
future Life : and my Reſolution was ſo honeſtly 
and firmly fixed, never to think of Woman more, 
ſince the Loſs of my Louiſa, that I would ex- 
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poſe myſelf to no Temptations from the faſcina. 
ting Sex, Theſe Reaſons Sharpley could not help 
acknowledging were unanſwerable, and ceaſed to 
preſs me any more on that Head. 

One Day he told me he had a Propoſal to 
make to me, which he hoped, for his Sake, I 
would not refuſe him; I told him I could not 
conceive any Thing could be aſked of me, by 
him, that I ſhould have the leſt Pretence to 
refuſe : Then, III tell you, my dear Friend, he 
replied, my Serena, to whom [ have frequently 
from the Overflowings of my Heart, given an 
Account of our mutu— al Friendſhip, and thoſe ex- 
cellent Qualities you poſſeſs, has enquired if 
you had any faithful. Servant about you ; and, 
upon my informing her, that neither you, nor 
myſelf, had any other than two we had hired 
ſince we came to Paris, who did not much ſuit 
our Diſpoſition ; the told me ſhe had the Son of 
an unfortunate Officer to provide tor, and would 
take it as the kindeſt Favour I could confer upon 
her, if I would endeavour to prevail on you to 
take him into your Service, as a Page ; and 
I hope, dear Jeey, you will do me that Favour; 
and, as the Niece is out of Town, that you'll 
further wait on Serena, and take him from her 
Hand. I liked Mr. Sharpley s Propoſal exceeding 
well, as | had no one about me that I could 
confide i in; and promiſed next Morning to wait 
on Serena, and accept the Youth from her. 
Sharpley was all Joy at my Condeſcenſion, and 
took Carc that I ſhould not forget my Appoint- 
ment. We were received by that Lady who 
was extremely handſome, and her Mother, with 
the utmoſt Reſpect ; and how, I can't tell, but 
I felt a Pleaſure in converſing with then that | 
thought I ſhould never again feel in any Female 

- Company. 
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Company. They ſeemed as natural to me as my 
own Relations would have been, and after talk- 
ing over the Merits and Abilities of the Youth 
| was going to take into my Service; and, pro- 
miſing the kindeſt Uſage, for her and her Mo- 
ther's Sake, he was called in, and appeared before 
us. The Minute Icaſt my Eye upon him, I was 
prejudiced in his Favour. He had a certain ſweet 
Softneſs, in his Features and Addreſs, that was ve- 
ry taking; but what gave me ſtill a ſtronger Lik- 
ing to him, was, that, allowing for the Difference 
of Sex, he was ſo exactly the Picture of my poor 
Louiſa, that the Sight of him produced ſuch Agi- 
tations in me, that I was almoſt ready to ſwoon; 
and | had Reafon to think he liked his Maſter, al- 
fo, at firſt View, for, ſeeing me in ſuch Convul- 
fioas, he turned as pale as Death, and his Knees 
tottered under him. Good God! I cried, was 
ever fonear a Reſemblance! On! Sharply, *tis 
the Picture, the real Image of my Louiſa ! which 
is fo ſtrongly and laſtingly engraved in my Heart. 
Alas! Madam, I continued, turning to Serena, you 
ate going to give me eternal Torment, by recom- 
mending to me this young Gentleman, who will, 
every iimel look upon him, put me in Mind of 
the greateſt Loſs a Man could ever ſuffer. Sharpley, 
and the two Ladies could fcarce refrain from Tears, 
the Reſt of my Speech was ſo moving ; and as to 
Eſtampe, for that was the Name of the young Lad, 
he wept fincerely, which (till added to my Regard 
tor him; and, notwithſtanding the Trouble it 
gave me to look on him, I reſolved to carry him 
Home with me, which I did accordingly. 

gave him ſome Leſſons, as to his Conduct and 
future Behaviour; and conceived ſo well of him, 
that J gave him immediate Charge of all my 
Papers, and every Thing elſe that was valuable; 
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pole myſelf to no Temptations from the faſcina- 
ting Sex. Theſe Reaſons Sharpley could not help 
acknowledging were unanſwerable, and ceaſed to 
preſs me any more on that Head. 

One Day he told me he had a Propoſal to 
make to me, which he hoped, for his Sake, ] 
would not refuſe him; I told him I could not 
conceive any Thing could be aſked of me, by 
him, that I ſhould have the leaſt Pretence to 
refuſe : Then, Þ!] tell you, my dear Friend, he 
replied, my Serena, to whom 1 have frequently 
from the Overflowings of my Heart, given an 
Account of our mutu: al Friendſhip, and thoſe ex- 
cellent Qualities you poſſeſs, has enquired if 
you had any faithful. Servant about you ; and, 
upon my informing her, that neither you, nor 
myſelf, had any other than two we had hired 
ſince we came to Paris, who did not much ſuit 
our Diſpoſition ; the told me ſhe had the Son of 
an unfortunate Officer to provide tor, and would 
take it as the kindeſt Favour I could confer upon 
her, if I would endeavour to prevail on you to 
take him into your Service, as a Page; and 
I hope, dear f2-y, you will do me that Favour ; 
and, as the Niece is out of Town, that you'll 
further wait on Serena, and take him from her 
Hand. I liked Mr. Sbarpley's Propoſal exceeding 
well, as | had no one about me that I could 
confide | in ; and promiſed next Morning to wait 
on Serena, and accept the Youth from her. 
Sharpley was all Joy at my Condeſcenſion, and 
took Carc that I ſhould not forget my Appoint- 
ment. We were received by that Lady who 
was extremely handſome, and her Mother, with 
the utmoſt Reſpe ct; and how, I can't tell, but 
I felt a Pleaſure in converſing with then that | 
thought I ſhould never again feel in any Female 
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Company. They ſeemed as natural to me as my 
own Relations would have been, and after talk- 
ing over the Merits and Abilities of the Youth 
| was going to take into my Service; and, pro- 
miſing the kindeſt Uſage, for her and her Mo- 
ther's Sake, he was called in, and appeared before 
us. The Minute Icaſt my Eye upon him, I was 
prejudiced in his Favour. He had a certain ſweet 
Softneſs, in his Features and Addreſs, that was ve- 
ry taking; but what gave me ſtill a ſtronger Lik- 
ing to him, was, that, allowing for the Difference 
of Sex, he was ſo exactly the Picture of my poor 
Louiſa, that the Sight of him produced ſuch Agi- 
tations in me, that I was almoſt ready to ſwoon ; 
and | had Reaſon to think he liked his Maſter, al- 
fo, at firſt View, for, ſeeing me in ſuch Convul- 
fioas, he turned as pale as Death, and his Knees 
tottered under him. Good God! I cried, was 
ever fonear a Reſemblance! On! Sharpley, tis 
the Picture, the real Image of my Louija ! which 
is fo ſtrongly and laftingly engraved in my Heart. 
Alas! Madam, I continued, turning to Serena, you 
are going to give me eternal Torment, by recom- 
mending to me this young Gentleman, who will, 
every Time I look upon him, put me in Mind of 
the greateſt Loſs a Man could ever ſuffer. Sharpley, 


and the two Ladies could fcarce refrain from Tears, 


the Reſt of my Speech was ſo moving; and as to 
Eſtampe, for that was the Name of the young Lad, 
he wept fincerely, which ſtill added to my Regard 
kor him; and, notwithſtanding the Trouble it 
gave me to look on him, I reſolved to carry him 

Home with me, which I did accordingly. 
gave him ſome Leſſons, as to his Conduct and 
future Behaviour; and conceived ſo well of him, 
that I gave him immediate Charge of all my 
Papers, and every Thing elſe that was valuable ; 
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ſuffered him to ſit at Table with me; and recom- 
mended him ſtrongly to the Care of Madam du 
Pleſſis, and his Family, whilſt T ſtaid at Paris; 
and, in ſhort, I grew ſoon fo fond of him, that I 
could hardly bear him out of my Sight. I ap- 
pointed. him an Apartment to himſelf, as he pro- 
feſſed an Averſion tolying with his own Sex, and 
did every 'Thing, that I thought would be agree- 
able to hm. On his Side, he ſhewed all the At- 
tachment to me I could wiſh for; he prevented 
all my Wiſhes, by his Diligence; and when, for 
I concealed nothing from him, I uſed to lament 
my Louiſa, he ſympathiſed with me, in ſuch a Man- 
ner, that I was fearful, ſometimes, it would hurt 
his Health. He, now and then, waited on Serena 
and her Mother, who returned me innumerable 
Thanks for the Favours I beſtowed, every Day, 
upon their Eſtamte, for fo they uſed to call him; 
2s they had, as thev informed me, bred him up 
trom a Child. Ile was very cautious and ſparing, 
when I defired an Account of himſelf and his Fa- 
mily ; contenting bimſelf with telling me, that his 
Father was an Officer in the Swi/y Guards, who, 
dying, lett him, a Siſter and their Mother, in great 
Diſtreſs, having been an extravagant and expen- 
ſive Man; that Serena's Mother had bred them 
up, thro? Charity, and given him thoſe Sentimerts 
of Generoſity and Gentility I ſo much admired ; 
that, as to his Mother, ſhe had been dead near a 
Twelvemonth, having ſubſiſted, to the Hour of 
her Death, on the Bounty of the ſame good and 
benevolent Family; and that he was in Hopes 
he ſhould never want another Friend. I aflured 
him he never ſhould, and that I eſteemed him ra- 

ther as a Brother than a Servant. 
About this Time the Marquis de Houdarncourt 
gave me an Invitation to ſpend ſome Weeks wm 
im 
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him at a Seat he had in Normandy, and engaged 
Du Pleſſis and Baſſampiere to be of the Party; and 
would have prevailed on Sharpley to go, but he was 
too deeply engaged with Serena to leave her Com- 
pany ſo ſoon, We ſet out for that Province, 
which I was the more deſirous of viewing, as it 
contained ſo many Monuments of the Bravery of 
our noble Anceſtors, who here, in "Thouſands, 
loſt their Lives, to preſerve Poſſeſſions on the Con- 
tinent ; which will always be detrimental to the 
Nation. His Houſe and Eſtate lay near Elbeuf, in 
a pleaſant Country watered by a Branch of the 
Seine, and ſurrounded by other Noblemen and Gen- 
tlemen's Eſtates and Caſtles, We were received 
with peculiar Diſtinction, and made daily Viſits to 
the Cities and Towns about it, gratilying our 
Curioſity with every Thing remarkable to be ſeen. 
The Normans are a brave, induſtrious, and honeſt 
People, who remember their former Independen- 
cy, and regret the Loſs of it; retaining, ſtill, ſome 
Cuſtoms and Privileges that all the Power of the 
Court of France has not hitherto been able to de- 
prive them of. In ore of our Excurſions, when 
only the Marquis, myſelf, and Eflampe, were go- 
ing to Caen, we were attacked by three Banditti, 
at the Fdge of a Foreſt we had juſt before paſſed 
thro', who, without giving us the leaſt Notice, 
fired upon us, but without doing us any Damage, 
fave frightening our Horſes, Eflampe trembled 
every Joint, whilſt the Marquis, and myſelf, fired 
each, one of our Piſtols, on the Robbers, and 
brought one of them down, who thus paid for his 
Raſhneſs with his Life. The other two then fired 
upon us with their Piſtols again, the Balls whiſt- 
ling by our Fars without doing Execution ; and 
our Horſes being pretty unruly, we diſmounted, 
hred our other Piſtols, flung th:m at their Heads, 


K 4 and 


200 The Lite and Adventures 


and attacked them Sword iu Hand: The Villains 
ſtood it well; but Fortune had nearly given us 
the Victory, and we found but a faint Reſiſtance, 
when another of the Rogues, drawn by the Noiſe 
of Firing, rode vp to the Aſſiſtance of his Com- 
rades, and attacked me behind, and would have 
clove me down the Skull before I was aware; 
when my Page gave a loud Shriek, and, advan- 
cing, fired one of his Piſtols at the new Comer, 
which luckily ſent a Shot thro? his Brain; and the 
other ſeeing this, left their Horſes, and made a 
Retreat into the thickeſt of the Foreſt, where it 
was in vain tor us to purſue them. Poor Eſlampe 
lay on the Ground, and I was beginning to bewail 
his Fate, when he roſe up, and convinced us no- 
thing but Fear had caſt him upon his Face, after 
he had fo readily opened me a Deliverance, in the 
Manner juſt recited. I did not expect much Cou- 
rage from ſuch a Youth, and, without reproach- 
ing him for the Want of what is merely mechani- 
cal, and to be acquired by long Practice and Cuſ- 
tom, I thought 1 could not diſpenſe with myſelf 
from ſhewing my Gratitude by a Multitude of Ca- 
refles, and by making him a Preſent of my Purſe, 
as an Encouragement to him; and the Marguis 
would have done the ſame ; but how greatly were 
we ſurprized, when he ſaid, Gentlemen, let me 
have the Merit of having done ſome Service to 
you and myſelf, without irapeaching it by taking 
a Reward for what was my Duty and my own In- 
tereſt ? We put our Money up, and | began to 
perceive all that Nobility of Heart in this Youth, 
that would have adorned a more exalted Station, 
which ſtill more and more raiſed my Love and Eſ- 
teem for him. We caught our Horſes, and, mount- 
ing, went to the deſtined Place, and from thence 
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by another Way returned Home ſafely. I cannot 
here help making ſome RefleQions upon what the 
World generally calls Courage and Bravery, which 
believe in ſome few Breaſts to be conſtitutional, 
or flowing from a particular Quality of the Blood 
and Juices; but in moſt, from a mechanical ac- 
quired Habit of reaſoning themſelves out of their 
Fear, which may be ſaid to be natural : Thus, a 
certain great General would duck his Head at the 
firſt Diſcharge that was made on either Side; but, 
recollecting himſelf, and ſtanding two or three 
Fires, his Reaſon got the better of his Apprehen- 
ſion, and he boldly plunged into Blood and Confu- 
ſion. If Courage is then a Principle or Virtue to 
be acquired, can we blame a Perſon who is deſti- 
tuteof it, if he has not had ſuch Opportunities of 
learning it, as generally falls to the Lot of a par- 
ticular. Set of People; or if the ſame noble Juices 
warm not his Heart, as diſten'd our own to Forti- 
tude and Valour ? The Country Lout, at firſt hears - 
with Terror the Cannons roar, and the Din of 
War; but Uſe and Cuſtom ſoon conquers his na- 
tara} Averſion to thoſe ſhocking Scenes, and he 
ruſhes into the Battle with a Thirſt of Glory, and 
joins coolly in the Sack of Towns and the Pillage of 
the poor Inhabitants ; but this let me inſiſt upon, 
that even the unthinking common Soldier and Sai— 
lor, as well as the thinking Officer, feels at his 
firſt Onſet a Palpitation of Heart, which the Con- 
rinuance of the Fight, and the Example of each 
other ſoon overcomes. When we had been ſome 
11me with the Marquis, he one Morning told us, 
chat we ſhould not depart without firſt doing him 
a Ficce of Service which he did not doubt of our 
Aſſiſtance in, as it was to relieve oppteſſed and di- 
ſtreſled Innocence, and immediately accounted for 
his Kequeſt in the follb wing Manner ; 
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It was about three Years ago, that at a public 
Aſſembly at Paris, I loſt my Heart to one of the 
fineſt young Ladies of this Province, who was 
then with her Father, who came to that City to 
ſollicit for a Poſt in the Government here. She 
was tall, remarkably well ſhaped, and her Skin 
like Alabaſter ; her majeſtic Aſpe& commanded 
Reſpect, at the ſame Time, that her lovely Eyes 
that ſwam in heavenly Moiſture, and her good-. 
natured Behaviour. encouraged the Approach of 
her Adorers, who were very numerous, and the 
Beauties of her Mind ſet off the Graces of her 
Perſon, I was fo ſtruck with her Charms, that I 
learnt her Father's Buſineſs at Court, and an Op- 
portunity ſerving, did him ſuch effeQual Service 
with. the Miniſter of State, that he could not help 
returning me J hanks, and inviting me to ſee me 
at his Lodgings, which were in one of the beſt 
Quarters of Paris, I knew little of him in Ner- 
mandy, where the common Report proclaimed him 
an avaritious, revengefol Wretch, whoſe God was. 
Gain, and whoſe greateſt Happineſs conſiſted in 
amaſſing Riches, He had only his Daughter Mar- 
guerite, and another named Bellimante, who was 
crocked ard otherwiſe deformed ; but more fo in 
her: Mind than in her. Body, which made her the. 
Averſion of every one that approached her : In 
fhort, ſhe was. the very Reverſe of her beautiful 
Siſter. D' Aulnay had married a ſecond Wife, 
about 20 Years younger than himſelf, who was 
an intriguing artful Lady, and was in Hopes by. 
her Management to get every Penny at his Death, 
which he was thro?” all the Perils and Dangers the 
\ Scripture warns us of, making himſelf Maſter. 
of by Tojuſtice, Cruelty and Oppreſſion. I ſoon 
got the entire Affection of the lovely Marguerite, 
without its being perceived by any of the Family ; 
X and 


F Jos THOMSON. 203 


and we were quite happy in the Proſpect that 
d Aulnay could not refuſe his Conſent to my mar- 
rying his Daughter, as my Rank and Fortune was 
{ar ſuperior to his; but unluckily for us, Madame 
d Aulnay caſt a favourable Eye upon me, and quite 
inflamed with Luſt, made a Declaration in tuch 
Terms to me, as called up all the Blood into my 
Checks. I was fo ſurprized, that I was unprepa- 
red for an Anſwer; but at Length I recovered, 
and read her Ladyſhip fuch a Leſſon of conjugal 
Duty, that ſhe vowed Revenge, and was ſoon af- 
ter too much in a Capacity to execute it. Imade 
a Propoſal of Marriage to him between his Daugh-- 
ter and myſelf ; but Madame a“ Aulnay had been 
before hand with me, and repreſented to him, that 
| had made an Attempt upon her Honour, andde- 
ſired him to forbid me the Houſe; and therefore 
he received my Propoſal with cutting Diſdain, and 
never defired to ſee me more. EF aſked him the 
Reaſons of his ſurprizing ConduQt ; but he refu- 
ied any, upon which I roſe up, and in a great 
Paſhon told him, which I own was imprudent, 
that I valued not a Fortune, and, it his Daugh- 
ter would conſent, would ſoon releaſe her from his 
odious 1 yranny. His Wife was ſoon informed of 
the Aﬀair, and now no longer doubted that I had 
rctuſed her Offer, in Confideration of my Love to 
her Daughter-in-law ; for bad and deſigning Peo- 
ple cannot poſſibly apprehend, that any Body can 
act virtuouſly but from a View of private Intereſt, 
and think all the World as vile as themſelves ; 
Ihe, therefore, got the Cuſtody of her Daughter 
committed to her Charge, and employed her Sif- 
ter as her Deputy; under which Management ſhe 
underwent the moit ſhocking Mortifications and 
Hardſhips, which were increaſed hy her being guard- 
ed jo fiicly, that it was impoſſible tor us to cor- 


reſpond 
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reſpond together. I ſought out by all the Ways ! 
could ; to tranſmit a Letter to her Hands, but in 
vain and at length ſhe was carried to his Caſtle, 
about three Leagues from hence, where every Ser- 
vant is an Argus ; notwithſtanding which, I have 
Yeſterday, by diſguiſing myſelf as a Workman, a 
Number being employed at preſent in making 
ſome Repairs in his Manſion houſe, delivered a 
Letter to her Hands as ſhe walked in the Garden, 
by which I have appointed her to be ready To- 
morrow Night at Six o' Clock in the Park, where 
her Mother permits her. ſometimes with herſelf 
and her Siſter to walk; when, with Heaven's 
Help, and your kind Aſſiſtance, I am reſolved to 
take her from her Tyrants, and make her mine, 
for which I have got a Licence ready. We con- 
ſented to bear him Company, and ſet out at the 
Hour appointed, and had not been long at our Sta- 
tion, well armed, before we ſaw the beautiful Mar- 
guerite appear, attended by her two Tormentors, 
who ſhewed all the Animoſity in their Behaviour to 
the poor Lady, that could be; whilſt ſhe, conſci- 
ous of approaching Relief, had a Countenance, in 
which Joy ſeemed to ſeek Shelter under the Maſk 
of Sadneſs, Vhen they came pretty near, the 


Marquis went forth from our Ambuſeade, and 


advancing towards his Miſtreſs took her by the 
Hand, and ſaluting her, was going to lead her 


off; when Madame D” Aulnay interpoſed, and 


aſked, him, What Buſineſs he had with that La- 
dy? Upon which he retorted, A Buſineſs that 
God and Nature approves, not ſuch a Buſineſs as 
you, Madam, once propoſed to me. She ſwelled 
with Malice and Spite at this Anſwer, and order- 
ed Bellimante, to go and alarm the Family, that 
they might prevent a Rape ; but our Friend led 
off his blooming Maid, bluſhing like the rey 
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Morn, and having put her into a Chariot, that 
ſtood ready, without any Purſuit or Oppoſition, 
we carried her to his Caſtle, where his Siſter and 
other Ladies were aſſembled to receive her; and 
from thence we attended them to Evreux, where 
a Prieſt tied the holy Knot, and made them one in. 
Perſon, as they had long been in Soul. The 
next Day, he, attended by us, waited upon his 
Father-in-law, who at firſt gave him but a cold 
Reception; but when he declared he expected no 
Fortune with her, and that he only hoped he'd- 
do her Juſtice at his Death, he brightened up, 
and became ſo ſociable, that he delivered all 
her Wearing Apparel, and promiſed, if they beha- 
ved dutifully to him, ſhe ſhould be treated by him 
like a Daughter at his Death. 


— tt. 
ht ——y 84 — y”—_— — 2 


HAT. LVI. 


— C EI 


They return to Paris. A Propoſal of Marriage is 
made to him, Eftampe's Behaviour thereon.— 
He aſks him a particular Favour, — —Is denied a- 
ter importuning his Maſter ts grant it A ter- 
"ible Fire at the Houfe of Du Pleſſis. Goes to. 
Serena's at ber Defrre,—Sees Eſtampe' Sifter, — 
A oft affecting Diſcovery, — Great. Foy of 
Sharpley and the Family. 


Few Days. after the Marquis's Nuptials 
were celebrated, we took Leave of that hap- 
py Couple, who parted with us with ReluQance,. 
and returned to Paris, where, as ſoon as we arriv- 
ed, I ſent Fflampe to find out Sharpley, and gave 
him Notice of it. He found him at Serena's and 
he came or rather flew to my Arms at the firſt. 
Summons, expreſſing all the Joy his honeſt Heart 
lelt at ſeeing me again; and I, for my Part, ex- 
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perienced as much Joy in meeting that worthy 
Man, as I did when he informed me, that Sere- 
na's. Mother had, at. length, conſented to gratify 
his and her Daughter's Inclination, in returning 
to her native Country, and making thoſe two 
tender Lovers happy in each other ; and there- 
fore Sharpley very preſſingly importuned me to 
make our Stay in France as ſhort as poſſible. | 
aſſured him I wculd ſoon reſolve to ſet out for 
England; but, tho' I longed, yet I dreaded to ſet 
Foot on that delightful Shore. As Sorrow. 1n- 
creaſes by Compariſon with others Felicity, the 
Happineſs I had. been Witneſs to in the Marquis 
and his I.ady, and that I. now perceived in my 
Friend, recalled a Number of ſad and doleful 
Ideas into my Mind, and I gave myſelf over. to 
all the Pangs and Tortures that Deſpair indulged 
can inflict. Im vain were the little Arts my F/- 
tampe put in Practice to chear me; I ſaw all Na- 
ture happy, I thovght, but myſelf ; ; and in the ir- 
recoverable I. oſs of Louiſa, I found all the Afflic- 
tion that a human Breaſt could feel, and Serena 
and her Mother deſiring my. Company, at the 
ſame Time, added to my Unhappineis, by in- 
troducing me to the Counteſs d'Elbeuf, who had 
taken a Liking to my Perſon, and who deſired 
them privately to let me know, that my Addryſſcs 
to her would be ſo agreeable, that if I would 
marry her, ſhe would ſettle the whole of her im- 
menſe Fortune on me and my Heirs, She was 


young, handſome and rich, and the two Ladies. 


uſed, or ſeemed to uſe, all their Art to bring me 


to pay her a Viſit ; which 1 obſtinately, notwith- 


ſtanding, refuled, and ſternly told them, if the 
Subject was again inſiſted on, I muſt come to a 
Reſolution never to ſee them more whilſt they 


ftaid in France; and, Sharpley joining his In- 


treaties 
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treaties to mine, I heard no more of the Propo- 
ſal from that Quarter; but I found Effampe was: 
ſet on continually to ring the Counteſs's Praiſes. 
in my Ears, and, in an inſinuating Way, to re- 
preſent how hurtful my fruitleſs and unavailing 
Tears were for the Loſs of my Louiſa, and how 
much my repining was a Sin againſt Heaven : 


That I was in the Prime of Life, and owed a 


Duty to my Friends and Country, which I was, 
by my Reſolution and Manner of Life, attempting 
to deſtroy. He fell at my Feet, and begged me 
to lay aſide all Thoughts of my unfortunate An- 
gel, and to embrace the enticing and glittering 
Proſpects that were yielded to my Acceptance. 


I roſe up in a Fury, and cried out, puſhing him. 


rudely from me, and art thou ſo little acquainted 


with my Temper, as to utter ſuch Words before. 


me? Thou who beareſt the Image of my ador- 
able Louiſa, and whom, in Reſpect to that, I have 
made my Companion and Boſom Friend ; 
begone from my Sight and never ſee me more?. 
No, I continued, ſhedding a Flood of Tears, 
never ſhall the generous Compat we made be 
broken, never will 1 forfeit my Vows of eternal 
Truth and Conſtancy, which Death and the 
Grave have not the Power to cancel! Made be- 
fore the awful Majeſty of Heaven, in Heaven the 
ſacred Tie ſhall be affirmed, and my Louiſa ſhall 
be mine for ever ! This Ring, the ſacred Pledge 


of my Louiſa's Love] This ſpeaking Picture, that 


almoſt truly. ſmiles, and ſoft approves my Con- 
ſtancy, ſhall ever hang upon this faithful Breaſt, 
and when the Damps of Death bedew my Face, 
the laſt Requeſt, that e'er my faultering Tongue 


ſhall make, will be, May theſe be buried with me! 


Methinks I ſee my radiant Maid, floating in the 
pureſt Fields of Light! and ſhe gives a Plaudit 
iv my Conſtancy,—Oh ! if I &er could meet a 


fair. 


. ea ˙ TC ˙ —— 
8 . = 3 ww” 


208 The Lite and Adventures 


fair one, that confeſſed thy wondrous match. 
leſs Charms; that ſhewed a Mind ſo excellent and 
ſo endowed with every Ornament and eve 

Grace; it would then be ſome Excuſe to be un- 
faithful but that's impoſſible, as *tis impoſſible 
to bring thee back to Life.—No,—ſecond Mar. 
riages are my Averſion.— l {ure was married once, 
and other Joys ſhall never reach me more 
The poor Boy ſtood trembling during all theſe 
Exclamations, and the Tears even wetted the 
Place he was in; tho? I thought I perceived a 
Kind of Satisfaction in his Eyes, at the ſame 
Time, that was unaccountable to me. He knelt, 
and embracing my Knees, aſked my Pardon for 
his Raſhneſs, which proceeded purely from his 
Affection for me, and thro' Hopes of ſeeing me 
cured of a Grief that hung upon me ſo heavily ; 
but, Sir, he went on, I'll never attempt your 
Indignation fo far as I have done, the Remem- 
brance of which makes me tremble ; and will 
ever be a faithful Monitor to you of all my poor 
Lady's Perfections, for ſo I had inſtructed him to 
call her, of which you have given me ſuch tran- 
ſporting Accounts. I raifed him, and told him, 


I forgave him now; but, if the deareft Friend 1 


had in the World, were to ſet about moving my 
unalterable Reſolution of living and dying for 


ever my Louiſa's, or encouraged ſuch Diſcourſe. 


and fuch Propofals, I never would ſee him or 
ſpeak to him again. Eftamp? turned up his Eyes 


to Heaven, in wondering Aſtoniſhment ; and his 


Heart was fo full, that he was obliged to quit the 
Room to eaſe the Bnrden of his ſympathiſing 
Boſom. I declare, after this, I had not fo much 
Regard to Serena, and her Mother, as I had 
before; nor could bear to go to the Houle, for 
which | tramed ſuch Excuſes, as made it our 

| loo 
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look like Want of Affection to my Friend, or 
Diſreſpect to them. 

One Day as I was fondly contemplating the 
Features of my Louiſa, in the faithful Picture 
that had been my conſtant Companion thro? all 
my Difficulties and Dangers, Effampe told me, 
that his Siſter was ſo near like that Portrait, that 
he was very ſure I could not tell the Difference 
between his Lady and her, if I was to ſee her. 
This led me to aſk a Number of Queſtions 
about her, and to enquire, How it came ſhe had 
never yet been to ſee him ſince his being in my 
Service ? He anſwered me, that ſhe had by the 
Recommendation of Serena been introduced to 
the Dutcheſs de Chartres, and that ſhe had taken 
ſuch a Fancy to her, as to admit her at firſt to 
attend about her Perſon, and that ſince, her Af- 
fection encreaſing by a View of her good Qua- 
lities, ſhe had made her her Companion and Con- 
hdant, and was fo fond of her, that it was ſeldom 
ſhe could ſuffer her out of her Sight ; and that ſhe 
very rarely viſited even Serena, or her Mother ; 
where he had an Opportunity twice of fleeing her, 
fince he had the Honour of being with me; but 
that, by Appointment with thoſe Ladies, ſhe 
was to wait upon them in a Day or two, and he 
wiſhed I would ſuffer him to enquire the particular 
Time of her Coming, and make myſelf an acci- 
dental Gueſt to ſatisfy myſelf, that what he had 
{aid of her Reſemblance to his Lady was juſt. 
Indeed, Sir, I won't compliment her, he conti- 
nued, but ſhe is ſo neat a Copy of that Excel- 
lence you weep the Loſs of, that I don't doubt but 
the Sight of her will give you Pleaſure, and per- 
haps may contribute to chace away for ſome Mo- 
ments, the Chagrine and Deſpair that perpetually 
haunts your Mind, | 
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J was pleaſed to ſee the Zeal of this worthy 
Lad, who was continually propoſing :ſomewhat 
or other to divert my Attention from the Subje& 
of my Sorrows ; but this Viſit I abſolutely refuſed 
to comply with, telling him, I ſuffered Mortifi— 
catien enough indaily ſeeing his Features, which 
had ſo near a Reſemblance of Leuiſa, and that! 
could not, I was ſure, be able to ſupport myſelf 
in ſeeing before me ſo living a Picture of the 
Woman I loved, which would, no doubt, rob 
me ct my Senſes entirely, and drive me to Diſ- 
traction, He urged me notwithſtanding, again 
and again, with ſuch Farneſtneſs, that he fur- 
prized me, and even begged upon his Knees, 
that I would gratify him by ſeeing his Siſter, and 
was ſure it would be produQtive of more Good to 
me than I could poſſibly be aware of. I took 
him up very ſhort, ard told him, his talking in 
that Manner to me was ſuch a Riddle, that I 
could not underſtand it, and threatened him, that 
if I ever found him capable of carrying on, or 
ſuppoſing he could execute any- cunning Scheme 
upon me, that was prejudicial to my Henour 
and the Reſolutions I had taken, I was certain [ 
ſhould very difficulty refrain from uſing him as 
he deſerved, and turning him out of my Service, 
Look ye, I added, when once a Servant thinks 
he can be too cunning for his Maſter, he never 
ſtops at ſmall Crimes, but carries his Deſigns on 
till they end in his own Detriment and Ruin; 
and therefore to preſerve my good Opinion, I 
muſt never know you capable of any Thing of the 
Sort, even where you ſhould think it was for my 
Peace, Quiet or Intereſt, Poor Eflampe was 
grievouſly ſhocked at what I ſaid, and was going 
to reply, when Sharpley came in, and brought his 
Serena with him to pay me a Viſit. I received 
them with my uſual Gladneſs, and after mw 

Other 
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other Matters talked over, Serena told me, that ſhe 
had a great Favour to beg of me, which was, that 
would come and dine with them the next Day; 
to which I gave my Aſſent, on Condition there 
was no other Company than themſelves, and her 
Mother; ſhe freely owned, there would be an 
Engliſh Lady there, that ſhe wanted to introduce 
tomy Knowledge and Acquaintance, who had met 
with as great Misfortunes in Love as myſelf, and 
had come to the ſame Reſolution never to think of 
Marriage again, Indeed, Mr. Thompſon, ſhe ad- 
d-d, you will find her far from being a diſagreeable 
Lady; nor will ſhe force you, like our tittle-tattle 
Sex, totalk more than you care for : Come, my dear 
Friend's Friend, clapping one of her pretty Hands 
upon my Shoulder, you ſhall not refuſe me this Fa- 
vour, which I aſſure you, ſhall be the only one of 
the Kind I'll ever aſk again till you give me Leave: 
I could not longer reſiſt this agreeable Creature, 
and the joint Endeavours of my Friend, who en- 
forced what his Serena ſaid, as much as he poſſibly 
could, When they departed, Eſtampe told me, he 
was glad they had got my Promiſe to go, as he 
was ſure it would divert my Melancholy, for lat- 
terly I had ſeen no Company at all ; and, Sir, ſays 
he, but I am afraid to mention it again, that Eng- 
liſh Lady, Miſs Serena mentioned, is the very Siſ- 
ter I ſpoke of to you, to whom they jocoſely give 
that Title, and who has been as unfortunate as 
yourſelf, I ſtarted at this, but it was too late to 
go back, tho? it put me out of Humour, for I 
thought I ſaw the Heads of a Contrivance in it, 
that I could not fathom, My Viſit had like to 
have been baulked, however, the ſame Night by 
a dreadful Fire that broke out at the Houſę of Du 
Pleſſis, and raged in a terrible manner; aud the 
City of Paris not being provided with ſo conveni- 
ent Aquedutts as we have in London, it did a great 

deal 
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deal of Damage befofe it was extinguiſhed, My 


Concerns were of ſo ſmall a Bulk, that they were 


ſoon removed; but poor Du Pl:ſſis ſuffered great- 
ly, which infinitely concerned both Sharpley and 
me, who reſolved in ſome Meaſure to aſſiſt him to 
recover his Loſs. It began between Eleven and 
Twelve at Night; we were all in Bed, and my. 
ſelf in a moſt profound Sleep, when the Flames 
had taken hold of the very Stair-caſe that led to 
my Apartment, that of Effampe's and ſome others, 
The firſt News I had of the Danger was from 
that Page, who ran trembling to my Bed-ſide, 
and begged me for Heaven's Sake to awake and 
riſe, or I ſhould be burnt in my Bed: He had 
Time to drefs himſelf, and ſoon fecured what be. 
longed tous; but by that Time I had ſlipped on 
my Clothes, the Flames had ſeized the Chamber- 
door, fu that we were forced to tie the Sheets to- 


tho? a pretty lofty one, I ordered Effompe firft to 
deſcend, which he refuſca to do; to, not to waſte 
Time in Diſpute, I got down Hafely fiſt, and he 
as ſafely followed me. The Family. of Du Pl: fir, 
and myſelf and Servants, were invited by Count 
Garonne, whoſe Houſe was oppoſite, to make uſe 
of the Conveniences it afforded us till we could 
better provide outiclves ; which we did according- 
ly, for it was impoſſible to rcfule fo polite an Invi- 
tation: As to Mr. Sharpley, he had left Du Pleſſis, 
and had taken Lodgings hard by St. Clou, where 
he could be nearer his Serena; fo that he ſuffered 
nothing by the Misfortune, nor heard of it till 
next Morning, when he came to condole with 
us on the Accident, and was quite delighted to 
hear that not one Perſon was hurt, but that we 
all eſcaped the Flames without the leaſt Detriment. 
Poor Eſtampe, as he was attending me whillt ! 
dreſſed, ſaid, Now, Sir, this puts me in Mind N 
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the Service you was of to my poor Lady, when 
ou ſaved her from the Fire at her Father's ; and, 
tho? I barely reſemble her, yet I have had the 
Happineſs in her Perſon, as you are pleaſed ſome- 
times to call it, to retahate the Kindneſs you did 
her. I ſighed, and told him, I would never forget 
the Office of Love he had performed, which ſtill 
encreaſed his Value in my Opinion. 

When we were dreſſed, I walked to St. Clou alone, 
for Eſtampe had begged to be excuſed going with 
me, the laſt Night's Surprize having ſo affected 
him, that he was greatly diſordered in his Head, 
[ was received by my three Friends, with the 
gladdeſt "Teſtimonies of Affection, and, before 
Dinner, we entertained ourſelves in the Garden, 
and in a Library, full of the beſt and politeſt Au- 
thors, which gave me an high Opinion of the 
refined "Taſte of theſe Ladies, and their good 
Senſe; and, in ſhort, every AK tion of Serena's 
made me approve my Friend's Choice, 

Dinner being readv, we went into a Summer- 
houſe, where the Table was ſpread in an elegant 
Manner, and the Mother and Daughter both ex- 
cuſed the Lady's not coming, they had mention- 
ed; who had ſent Word, ſhe could not make 
one of the Company till after Dinner, when ſhe 
would be ſure to attend us. I could not help per- 
ceiving by the Looks of Madame Rich, tnat ſome- 
what more than ordinary way in Agitation ; and 
when-Dinner was over, and they withdrawn for 
ſome Moments, I told Mr. Sharp/-y ſo, who ſaid, 
that he had made the ſame Obſervation, but was 
totally ignorant of the Meaning of it. They came 
in again, and ſeating themſelves, in about a 
Quarter of an Hour afterwards, Word was 
brought, that a Coach had ſtopped at the Gate ; 
on which Advice the old Lady got up, and went 
to receive her Gueſt, as ſhe ſuppoſed it to be, 
and ſoon returned with her: As ſhe entered the 


Room, 
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Room, and ſaluted the Company, I, tho” I hardly 
encountered her with my Eyes, perceived ſhe was 
prodigiouſly genteel, and of a middle Stature. 
She complained of being troubled with the Tooth- 
ach, and, on that Account, held an Handkerchief 
to her Face, which concealed the lower Part from 
View; but, by what I ſaw of her, upon a cloſer 
Attention, ſhe was a very charming Woman, and 
recalled much of my Louiſa already into my Mind, 
We ſat ſome Time talking of indifferent Matters, 
but the Lady ſuddenly dropping her Fan, and 1 
ſitting oppoſite to her, ran to take it up, and preſent- 
ing it to her, looked full in her Face; but, ch! 
Angels, and all the bleſſed Hoſt of Heaven ! had 
an Apoplexy darted thro' my Brain; had a Thun— 
derbolt, red from the flaſhing Sky, transfixed me, 
had, inſtant, the laſt Day been proclaimed, and 
the Graves given up their Dead in my Sight, my 
Affright and Terror had been not much more! 


A ſudden Horror ſeiz*'d my giddy Head, 
And my Ears tinkled, and my Colour fled : 


Nature was in Alurm. 


To my Sight was revealed the Form all beauteous 
as it was of the de+d Louiſa; who, ſmiling, took 
the Fan, and bowed her Head.— I fell, and utter- 
ing a hollow Groan, loſt all my Senſes at once in 
a Swoon ! It was, I afterwards found, a long 
Time before I came at all to myſelf; and when I 
did, my Words. were ſo.incoherent and disjointed, 
that it was feared I had totally loſt my Under- 
ſtanding; and I was put to Bed in a high Fever, 
raving, and calling upon my Louiſa ! dear lovely 
Louiſa! whom ſtill my Eyes perceived, ſhedding 
Tears by ny Bedſide; when I exclamed, Oh 
Mockory oi Nhe! whence, oh! am I thus tor- 
tured, thus abuſed, with Images and Fancies of 

whai 
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what is not in Being? The lovely Phantom, in- 
dining her Check to mine, and wetting it with 
kindly Dew, cried out, my Lear, my long loſt 
Dear ! how I accuſe myſelt for raſhly putting you 
into this ſtrange Delirium, by preſenting your 
Louiſa before you, in fo unguarded a Manner ? 
but yet, behold 'tis ſhe, 'tis ſhe herſelf, preſerved 
yet to be happy with her Thoben, her dear la- 
mented T homp/on, whoſe Death ſhe long has mourn- 
ed, with Sighs and Tears of bitter, cruel Anguiſh. 
See that I tell thee Truth, and, ſoftly laying her 
balmy Lips io mine, ſaid, Don't you know 
Eflampe in your Louiſa ? The Touch reviving, 
brought me to mylelt, tho? ſtill wondering Amaze- 
ment, made me gaze around, as if I doubted of 
my own Exiſtence : At length, I folded round- 
the ſlender Waiſt, my longing Arms, and ſnatch- 
ed her to my Bolom, imprinting Kiſſes on her 
bluſhing Cheeks, that glowed with Warmth and 
Ive. This, this, Icried, repays my every Pang, 
and all the numerous Ills thy Loſs has cauſed me, 
thou excellenteſt and thou ſweeteit Fair | whoſe 
Death was Death to me; tor fince I have not liv- 
ed, but walk-d and ſtalked about, forlorn, and 
moſt unhappy ! Oh, gracious God ! our preſent Foy 
makes aur faſt Miſeries Sport? Bui where, or how, 
or when was thou preſerved to bleſs my longing 
Sight? *'Tis all a Miracle, 'tis wondering 
Frenzy of fierce intenſeſt Love. All, all, my 
Thompſon, ſhe replied, thou ſhalt know, and how, 
for many Years deploring thy ſad Loſs, I have 
lived obſcure in this beloved Place ; beloved, 
ſince again it gives me you; but let us ceaſe and 
calcz our frantic Souls; repoſe thyſelf whilſt I re- 
tire and ſtrive to be compoſed. I would not, could 
not part with her, and ſhe kindly conſented to ſtay 
by my Bed. ſide till I had tried ſo to come to ex 4 
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ſelf, as to be able to riſe, and be fit for Converſa. 
tion. I fell at length, into a ſweet Slumber, that 
held me near an Hour, and, waking, looked a. 
bout earneſtly for the Charmer of my Heart, 
whom I ſaw ſitting beſide me, and watching my 
Return to Reaſon : 


fairer to be ſeen, 
Than the fair Lilly on the flowery Green ; 
More freſh than May herſelf, in Bloſſoms new.— 


Seeing me awake, ſhe gently preſſed my Hand, 
and aſked me, if I thought I could riſe ? which 
anſwering in the Affirmative, ſhe withdrew, and 
I aroſe, and went down into the Parlour, where 
I found my Charmer, and my other Friends, who 
congratulated me on my Happinefs ; and Sharp/ey, 
claſping me in his Arms, proteſted he wanted no- 
thing to make him completely bleſſed ; but pray, 
Madam, ſays he, turning to Serena, How could 
you be ſo cruel to conceal this Secret from me ? 
Why might not I have had a Share in this Plot ? 
No, no, Sir, replies the good old Lady, we know 
your Attachment too well to your Friend, to think 
it poſſible for you to conceal any Thing from him, 
and therefore we reſolved to keep it to ourſelves: 
He advanced to my Louiſa, and, ſaluting her with 
great Politeneſs, and that Awe her Preſence al- 
ways inſpired, told her, had he known her before, 
he ſhould have recommended Miſs Rich, his 
Countrywoman, to another Place with his Friend 
than that of a Page ? To which ſhe replied, that 


ſhe ſhould always be delighted to ſerve her old 


Maſter, in that Capacity or any one elſe that would 
give him greater Pleaſure. I bowed, and told 
her, ſhe ſhould always command me, for I had 
been too long at my own Hands, not to ſee that | 
wanted Government, Well, Niece, wet her 
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Aunt, you are now ſure of your Lover's Conſtan- 
cy, which you was reſolved to try to the utmoſt, 
and I believe he 1s not now ſorry, that he has ſeen 
{ftampe's Siſter. The old Lady whoſe good Na- 
ture and good Senſe I admired, and her amiab!l: 
Daughter, were never tired of careſſing us both, 
and we paſt the Remainder of the Day in the ut- 
moſt Gladneſs and Feſtivity; the Servants had 
their Share in the Rejoicing for ths good News, 
and as to my Part, it I have any Idea of the future 
Joys of Heaven, it flowed from the true and ge- 
nuine Satisfaction I enjeyed in my Recovered An- 
gel's ſoft Society, whole Pleaſure ſeemed, and was 
as great as mine. Decency requiring us to part, 
| went with Sharpley to his Lodging, after taking 
Leave of my Soul's Treaſure with the utmoſt Re- 
juctance. | 


CHAP. LVIII. 
The Adventures of Miſs Lovisa Rick. 


S ſoon as the Morning dawn'd, my Friend 
and I aroſe ; Lovers like us were not much 
given to Sleep; we had enough of Tenderneſs and 
boundleſs Affe &ion to employ us moſt Part of the 
Night, in Converſation of our Happineſs; and the 
Idea of being fo nearly related to each other gave 
us a Pleaſure, that could only be felt by us, who 
underſt: od and pra \-dall theDelicacies of Fri-nd- 
ſhip. We hugged one another, a: d mutunliy {oct 
Congratulation to ourſelves, and Priiies to our? li- 
Areſſes. For my Part I telt no ſuch Dullneſs and 
Melancholy, as for ſo many hundred Mornin 
had afflicted my Soul; but was all over the gay, 


ealy, free Joe Thompſon, that I had been before 
Vol. II. L my 
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my Misfortunes. Hence] hence ! I cried, all 
Sadneſs, all Deſpair, ſince my Louiſa is again re. 
vived, and ſhall at laſt be mine! 

We found the Ladies were not riſen when we 
waited upon them, and went into the Garden to 
recreate ourſelves till they came down to us, which 
they ſoon did, and all around them, | 


| Spread fragrant Odours, ſpread ambroſial Sweets | 
We breakfaſted, amidſt all the felicitous Raptures 


their Preſence inſpired, and then to encourage my 
Louiſa, to relate her miraculous, for ſo I could not 
help calling it, Eſcape from England, and the Jaws 
of Death, I told all that had befallen me ſince the 
Moment, the fatal Moment of our Separation, till 
the preſent happy Hour. They all lifted up their 
Eyes at the vile Adions of the Squire, on whom 
they could not help calling down Puniſhment for 
his Crimes. My amiable Maid, now reddened, 
now turned pale at the various Misfortunes that 
had befallen me, and often was ready to fink at 
the Narration of the grievous Ills I had ſuffered ; 
and the Story of my Grief and perpetual Deſpair 
for her Loſs, drew Tears from all my four Au— 
ditors, who ſweetly, gently, ſympathiſed in my 
Woes. The Preſence of the dear Creature, who 
was the principal Cauſe of all, gave me ſo much 
Spirits in my Relation, that I ſeemed inſpired, and 
painted all I ſaid fo ſtrongly, that I, myſelf, even 
wept at the doleful Tale. And now, I cried, as 
ſoon I had concluded, thou Joy of my Heart, oblige 
me with thy Adventures, which I think muſt have 
been as extraordinary as my own ; and let me 
know how you reſolved to counterfeit Death, and 
the Motives for all your Proceedings ſince, Bluſh- 
ing, ſhe began, and thus recounted what I had 
de ſired, | 
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I hope I ſhall be excuſed, when I ſay that it 
is impoſſible for me to deſcribe ſo touchingly what 
have undergone, as my dear Thompſon has; for 
Women, tho? perhaps their Souls are ſofter far 
than Men's, have not ſo much the Power of Elo- 
quence and nervous Fire, to ſhine 1n deſcriptive 
Tale. They feel moſt ſenſibly, but can't relate 
the Motions of their Breaſts ſo well; not uſed to 
Misfortune, not expecting it, it hurries their Spi- 
rits to ſuch a Degree when it comes upon them, 
that they loſe the Power of Expreſſion in the Ful- 
neſs of their Minds. Much more now then I am 
worthy of Excuſe, when I can hardly call what I 
have ſuffered Ills at this Moment, when the Pre- 
ſence of that Gentleman has ſo rejoiced my Heart, 
that, whilſt I look on him, I forget, in Extremit 
of Satisfaction, every torturing Incident of the ma- 
ny Years J have mourned. 

No one ſure can imagine the Grief it oc- 
caſioned me, to loſe my faithful and truſty Fidele 
in the Manner I ſo ſuddenly did; but my Pain 
was {till encreaſed, when my Father came into 
my Chamber foaming with Rage, and after the 
moſt irritated Language that he could uſe, in 
which he hardly kept his Hands from executing 
the Puniſhment he ſaid I deſerved for my Diſo- 
bedience and filly Love, as he called it; he lock. 
ed me in, took the Key in his Pocket, and told 
me at his Departure, he would remove me farfrom 
the Wretch I had choſen to place my Affection 
upon ; and, accordingly, ſome Time afterwards, 
naving armed his Servants and ordered a Coaeh 
and Six to the Gate, I was carried, or rather 
dragged into it, by himſelf and the Villain my 
Couſin, having had but juſt Time to get one of 
the Servants that loved me, and had been obliged 
to me for preſerving him in his Place, to carry you 
the little Note you have mentioncd in your 8 - 

ry. 
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ry. This I wrote to prevent to thoſe Sallies of Paf. 
ſion that I knew would aſſault you, when you 
could not learn what was become of me, and to 
make you eaſy as to the Continuance of my Af. 
fection. I knew not, but by ſome Words my 
Couſin had dropped, unawares to my Father, 
in my Preſence, where I was going to be hurri. 
ed : There was no one in the Coach but myſelf, 
and I was ſenſeleſs to every Thing but the diſtraQ- 
ed Ideas that oppreſſed my Brain ; whilſt it was 
drove at a prodigious Rate, leſt you ſhould get 
Notice of the Way we had taken and purſue us; 
for my Father often ſaid to the Squire, the Dog is 
brave, and he and young Draper, his Friend, would 
ſtick at nothing to ſerve each other ; and as I don't 
care for Murder, let's keep our Rout as ſecret as 
poſſible, for they'll be ſo deſperate, that we muſt 
ſacrifice them if they offer to follow us. The 
Squire recolleaing when we had got ſome Miles, 
that ſomewhat or other was forgot in the Hurry, 
was ſent back with two Servants ; for he refuſed to 
go alone, as I afterwards heard, for fear of meet- 
ing you, and for which I heard Sir Walter called 
him a ſnivelling, pitiful Dog; ſo that T continued 
under my Father's Convoy, and hoped when we 
came to the Stage we were to bait at, that I 
ſhould be able to ſoften and mollify his Temper 
in the Abſence cf that Incendiary, the Bane to all 
my Happineſs, We put up, late at Night, at a 
large Inn in a noted Town, where we found pret- 
ty good Accommodations ; and when Supper was 
brought in, and we had eat what we had an Incli- 
nation to, my Father called for Tobacco, and in 
a ſurly Way told me, I muſt give him my Com- 
pany, and muſt not go to Bed till he did: I in- 
tormed him, as tenderly as I could, that his Com- 
pany was more deſirable than any other, and my 
| Behaviour 
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Behaviour might inform him, that I never was 
better pleaſed than when he did me the Honour to 
beſtow it upon me: Says thou ſo, Lucy, he re- 
plied, give me a Buſs for that Speech ; I could for- 
give every Thing if you'd forget your Linen-dra- 
per, and agree to my Sentiments, I ran to him, 
threw my Arms round his Neck, and with Tears 
in my Eyes, told him, I muſt own, 1 perceived 
ſo many good Qualities in Mr, Thorifp/on, that 
could not help being moved by them, but, dear 
Papa, what need is there of any Reſtraint upon 
me ? My Sincerity is juſtified by my not conceal- 
ing my Affection to him from you, and I promiſed 
„u, and you know, Sir, Promiſes. are ſacred 
with your little Lucy, that I would never think of. 
him any otherwiſe than as a Friend and Acquain- 
tance, unleſs you gave your Conſent to it: Why 
then, Sir, muſt I be hurried from you, at ſuch a 
Diſtance from my dear Father, whoſe only Solace 
and Comfort I-uſed to be, merely for liking a Man; 
he has himſelf ſo much eſteemed, and introduc... 
tomy Favour and Acquaintance ? Have you not, 
deareſt Sir, ſaid yourſelr, he was the only Man 
you ſhould like for me if he had a Fortune ſufh- 
cient, and that you withed he was a Son of yours, 
and one of. herter Birth? Ah, Sir! his Deſcent 
is known to you to be almoſt equal to your own ; 
but, ſetting that aſide, and ſuppoſing him to be 
beneath my Choice in Birth, yet let me repeat 
ſome. Lines to you, you have often deſired me 
to read, and applauded : 


Search we the ſecret Springs, 

And backward trace the Principles of Things; 
There ſhall we find, that when the World began, 
One common Maſs compoled the Mould of Man; 
One Paſte of Fleſh on ail Degrees beftow'd, 

And kneaded up alike with moiſt ning Blood. 

. The 
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The ſame almighty Pow'r inſpir'd the Frame 

With kindled Life, and form'd the Souls the fame; 

The Faculties of Intelle&4 and Will, 

Diſpen”d with equal Hand, diſpor'd with equal] 
Skill, 

Like Liberty indulg'd, with Choice of Good or 
Ill: 

T hus born alike, from Virtue firſt began 

The Diff*rence that diſlinguiſh'd Man from Man: 

He claim'd not Title from Deſcent of Blood, 

But that which made him noble, made him good; 

Warm'd with more Particles of heavenly Fame, 

Fe wing'd his upward Flight, and ſour'd to 
Fame ; 

The reſt remain'd below, a Tribe without a 
Name, 


Then, dear Pappa, tell how I have offended you 
in being of the ſame Sentiments with yourſelf, and 
acknowledging that Merit which you firſt taught 
me to ſee and admire; heſides, Sir, you ſay, or 
always have ſaid, that an ungrateful Perſon is a 
Monſter : Oh ! how often—you can tell; the ge- 
nerous Youth has ſaved mv Life when in the ut- 
moſt Peril; and can I, Sir, can I, my Father, be 
inſenſible of the Favour of Being, that he has pre- 
ſerved to me ? My Father wiped his Eyes, and at- 
ter ſome Pauſe broke out thus, G—d Z—ds, and 
ſo, I have brought you up to know more than 
the Father that begot thee: What, doit tell me 
of a new-fangled Tale, of this and that, that I, 
nor any Body elſe can underſtand the Meaning of, 
of Merit and Gratitude, and the reſt, at this Time: 
Yes, I have told thee, it was good to be gratc- 
ful; but did I ever think thou wouldſt plead his 
own Works againſt thy Father? I reſpect old 


Thompſon and his Wife well enough, and did . 
the 
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the Boy, I muſt own, till he manifeſted a Deſign 
upon my Daughter. You know I intended you 
from your Birth for your Couſin, and ha? him you 
ſhall : G—d's Blood, doſt thou think ſo many a 
Thouſand a Year was intended for a Parſon's Son, 
and a London Tradeſman ? No, no, if he had of- 
fered to court your Maid I'd given my Conſent, 
and ſomewhat beſide may hap ; tho? I wiſh that 
Numps knew as much as he too, it would be bet- 
ter for him? and you know Joe is an Heretic, 
and of an Heretic Family ; but, however, to be 
ſure he's as good as us, no doubt; I don't believe 
he'll be damned neither, and the Dog toſſes off 
his Bottle as well as any Man. Here I interrupt- 
ed him, Pappa, if he has not a great Fortune 
now, with your Aſſiſtance he may have one ; 
and a Man that can improve an Eſtate like him, 
is a far better Match than one that has not Wit 
enough to keep what he has: Huſfex, bold vont 
Tongue, he replied, my Reſolution is fixed, veu 
ſhall bave your Couſin er No-body: Z- ds, it ! 
had had Senſe enough, I ſhould have cut off your 
Paramour's Ears, but thoſe he keeps to loſe in the 
Pillory, for Lyes ſpoken behind' his Compter, 1 
ſaid no more, after this odd, incoherent Harangue, 
and he fell aſleep, and ſnorcd- ſo loud, that an 
Houſe-dog, who lay under the able, ſuddenly 
made at him, and bit him by the Heel; at which 
he awaked, and looking about, ſaw me fitting 
weeping, and aſked me, What ailed me? In- 
deed, Sir, I replied, I am not uſed to fit up 
theſe Hours, and it frightens me, for Fear 
either ,my dear Father, or myſclf, ſhould get 
ſick upon it. Thou'rt a good Girl, Faith, and 
I aſk thee Pardon, he ſaid, and ringing for 
the Hoſteſs, who had fat up merely through 
Complaiſance, ordered her to ſhew me to Bed, 
and went immediately after to Bed himſelf. 

| L 4 I was 
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I was in Hopes what I had ſaid would have altered 
his way of Thinking ; for I added a great deal 
more than I can at preſent remember; and indeed 
the next Morning at Breakfaſt, he behaved with 
ſo much Affection, that my Thoughts, I imagin- 
ed, had proved true; but juſt after we had ſat 
down, my Couſin came in, and glancing a mali- 
cious Look at me, in which Joy was very viſible, 
that 1s, not the pure Joy that animates an honeſt 


Face upon any happy Incident, but ſuch a malign 


Kind of Satisfaction that the bad Part of the World 
experience, when they have ſerved a particular 
Turn of their own, and which is diſtinguiſhed 
from the other by their very Countenances) called 
my Father aſide, at which Time I ſuppoſe he re- 
ated his Rencounter with yen, which you have ſo 
n.ourntully, and to me point ully deſcribed ; for 
the old Gentleman returned, with new Fury paint- 
ed in his Vage, and without ſaying a Word to 
me, ordered the Horſes into the Coach; into which 
entering, we purſued our Journey, and in three 
Days more arrived at this Lady's at the Grange in 
Somerſetſbire. My Aunt, who has a fine Eſtate 
there, had been often in my dear Mother's Time, 
at our Houſe and her amiable Daughter, my dear 
Serena, was partly brought up with me under my 
Mother's Care. I need not deſcribe them, the 
Sequel of my Story will inform you of their noble 
and generous Turn of Mind; and as to their Per- 
ſons, it would be Vanity and Impertinence in me 
to attempt to draw their Pitures, My Father 
apprehended, that my Aunt would have immedl- 
ately fallen into his Sentiments; and, indeed, ſhe 
was much prejudiced againſt me when ſhe firſt 
heard his Story, and agreed to a Vote he put, that 
I ſhould be confined to my Chamber till my 1 em- 


per was altered; but how ſurprized was the dear 
good 


of Jo E THOMPSON. 225 


good Woman, when ſhe, attempting to call me to 
Account for my Folly, heard the real Truth of 
the Affair, and that Mr. Thompſon was not a Va- 
gabond, a Raſcal, a deſigning Villain, but a Gen- 
tleman in every Reſpect formed to gratify the 
Taſte of a Woman of good Senſe and Virtue? At 
another Time ſhe may tell you, no doubt, in what 
a ſpirited and affe ctionate Manner I talked of you; 
it would not become me at preſent to repeat all I 
ſaid in your Praiſe, and on your Behalf; let it 
ſuffice that with this young Lady's Aſſiſtance, I 
melted her ſo, that the next Morning, ſhe perſuad- 
ed my Father to let me be at large under her In- 
ſpection, for that ſhe would anſwer for my Con- 
duct. I was peſtered all this while with the nau- 
ſeous Viſits of the Squire, who in his aukward 
Way, addreſſed me, and beſpoke my Good-will ; 
but I returned him no other Anſwer, than Silence 
gave ; and once, when he particularly teazed and 
peſtered me, I told him, I would ſooner pierce my 
Heart with a Dagger, than ever think of marry- 
ing ſuch a Monſter of Revenge and Cruelty. He 
left me abruptly upon this, and forbore his Viſits . 
for ſome Days ; he and my Father being at that 
Time, at Sir William Careleſss, a Seat about two 
Miles from that of my Aunt, and in this Interval, 
a Servant I could depend upon, being ſent about 
ſome Buſineſs in Yorkſbire, I put into his Cuſtody 
a Letter for you, which I am glad to hear you 
ſafely received. Ah! Mr. Thompjon, my Fears 
at this Time were much greater on your Account 
than my own: I knew your ſanguine reſolute Tem- 
der, and was ſhocked at the Thought of the Deſ- 
peration my Loſs would occaſion in you, in your 
noble Spirit, which can never ſubmit to an Injury 
with that Moderation, that perhaps is as commend- 
able as neceſſary ; and I framed that Letter on 
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Purpoſe to calm the Tumults of your Soul Mean 
Time, I underwent all that the fooliſh Oficiouſ. 
neſs of my Father, the hateful Addreſſes of the 
Squire, and my own gloomy Ideas could inffict. 
et me own my Love to you was as intenſe as it 
was pure and holy: I lamented your Abſence, and 
the Diſtance that divided us, and ruminated upon 
the Accidents that might prove fatal to our Loves, 
with ſuch perpetual Sighings and Tears, ſuch fran- 
tic Sorrow, that my Aunt and Couſin, nay, even 
my Father was alarmed, left I ſhould throw my. 
ſelf into a Fever, and the Villain, our Perſecutor, 
was forbid for ſome Time to approach me: By 
this Time theſe two Ladies had entertained ſuch 
a Love and Eſteem for me, which all my Life 
will never be able to make them Amends for, that 
they ſincerely reſolved to befriend me in all my 
Deſires, and, if poſſible, to eaſe me of the Per- 
ſecutions that ſurrounded me: They talked all 
they could to ſuggeſt to my Father, but found him 
as firm and ſteady as a Rock in his Purpoſes, that 
I ſhould renounce you for ever and wed the Squire. 
I did promiſe, ſaid he, never to force her Inchina- 
tions, provided ſhe would not correſpond, or have 
any Thing more to ſay to young Thompſon ; but 
ſhe broke thro? her Contract, and I have now a 
Diſcharge for every Thing I attempt to make her 
happy, —even againſt her Will: Nor ſhall ſhe 
much longer dally with me, if I drag her to 
Church, and give her Hand into my Nephew's 
by Force. Theſe Ladies, as well as myſelf, knew 
the reſolute, obſtinate Temper of my Father ; 
and his Behaviour ſo irritated me, that tho? I had 
romiſed never to marry without his Conſent, yet 
| believe had you been upon the Spot, I ſhould 
have made my Eſcape to you, or done any Thing 
to 
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to be freed from his Tyranny. Amongſt the great 
Number of Viſitors that reſorted to fee my Aunt, 
was Col. Williams, a Gentleman of a very large 
Eſtate, who, at firſt Sight, expreſſed a very great 
Value for me, and aſked Leave of her to-pay his 
Addreſſes to me. He was as polite and generous 
as he was rich; and when my Aunt told him of 
my Pre-engagement, he deſiſted; but when ſhe 
informed him alſo of the Hardſhips I laboured un- 
der on account of the Squire, whom by this Time 
all the Gentry in the Neighbourhood eſteemed a 
very Booby, he propoſed, with my Leave, to ap- 
pear publickly as his Rival, that by producing 
ſome Act of Villainy and Baſeneſs from him, my 
Father might be forced to alter his Purpoſes, I 
conſented ;—he made Parties of Pleaſure for us, 
—profeſſed himſelf my Admirer, and went ſo far 
as to alk my Father's Conſent to marry me; 
which, tho' he genteelly declined, yet his Vanity 
was too much humoured in ſeeing his Daughter 
the Toaſt of the County to forbid his Viſits, and 
my Aunt put on an Air of Satisfaction at what he 
did, The Squire, who was ſoon apprized of this 
potent Rival, complained of it to my Father, and 
of the Encouragement he had received ; but he 
gave him this Anſwer, Z—nds, why, if haſt not 
Spirit enough to defend thy Claim againſt all the 
World, thou art not worthy of her. He took this 
ſo much in Dudgeon, that he came to my Aunt's, 
where he found the Colonel and myſelf playing a 
Game at Piguet, whilſt my Couſin was looking 
on, in a Sum ner-houſe in the Garden: As ſoon as 
he came in, he ſat down without ſaying a Word, 
or pulling his Hat off; upon which the Colonel 
laugh'ng, ſaid, Ladies, I have ſo much Venera- 
tion tor our Scx, that I think a Man who has 
Aſſurance enough to come into your Preſence with- 
out taking off his Hat, ought to have it nailed to 
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his Head, as the Czar of Muſcovy once did that of 
a certain Ambaſſador, By G—d, returns the 
Squire, you can't nail it there: Not in the Pre- 
ſence of theſe Ladies, he rejoin'd, but if you are 
very impertinent, I'll take you out and corre ct vou 
for it. The natural Cowardice of this Villain 
made him preſerve Silence ſome Minutes ; but at 
length he broke out, Sir, What Buſincſs have you 
with that Lady ? No other at preſent, ſays the 
Colonel, than to protect her from your Rudeneſs 
and Brutality ; and ſo, pray, Sir, don't watch our 
Actions, but be gone directly, or I ſhall be forced 
to uſe you as you deſerve | He did not ſtir, and 
the Colonel, ſtill laughing, got up and gave him 
three or four Strokes over the Shoulder with an 
Hazel-twig, and hauled him out of the Summer- 


houſe by the Collar ; and the great Oaf, with his 


Long-ſword by his Side, ſtole away into the Houſe 
to our inexpreſſible Diverſion. To go further 


yet, the Colonel paid a Vifit to my Father at Sir 
5 William's, to complain in Form of his Rudeneſs, 
and to tel 


| him; that he would uſe him juſt ſo, 
whenever he was impertinent again in any Place 
he choſe to be in. My Father at firſt was very an- 
gry with the Colonel, but ſoon came into a bet= 
ter Temper, and cried, Ay, do Colonel, I wiſh 


you could raiſe his Paſſion fo much as to get him 


to fight; well, he's a worthy Lad too, but we 
are not all born with Courage. My Aunt and 
Couſin rallied him ſo far for his Cowardice, toge- 
ther with his Uncle, that he thought he was obli- 
ged according to his Notions of Honour to kill him, 
and for that Purpoſe, way-laid him in a By-path, 
and fired a Piſtol at him, the Ball grazing on the 
Crown of his Hat. The Colonel ſtarted, and 
turning about, drew his Sword and purſued his 


Antagonift, whom he ſoon came up with, and 
| Was 
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was quite aſtoniſhed to find it was the noble Squire 
Rich, In the firſt Motions of his Reſentment, he 
was going to run his Sword thro' him ; but ccnfi- 
dering the Worthleſſneſs of the Object, thought 
it was better to expoſe him to Shame ; ſo tying 
his Hands behind him, he made him march be- 
fore him to my Aunt's, where he uſhered him in, 
and told the Story of the intended Aſſaſſination. 
Never Creature ſure looked ſo meanly as the 
Wretch did at this Time, and when my Father 
was ſent for, he was ready to expire with Shame 
at the Reproaches that were made him. The 
Colonel left him bound, ſaying, Sir, in Conſiders 
ation of you and your Family J will not expoſe 
this Villain to publick Puniſhment ; only conſider 
wiſely, whether a Man of this Stamp is a fit Huſ-. 
band for your charming Daughter. My Aunt 
proteſted to my Father, that he fhouid never enter 
her Doors again; and the old Gentleman took 
him Home with him, giving him an angry Kick 
on the Breech, as he went out at the Door. 
Would you believe it, this Fellow had Aſſurance 
enough to tell my Father, and made him believe 
it too, that he was walking out, and for Diverſt- 
on, fired his Piſtol at a Mark, not knowing the 
Colonel, or any Body elſe, was paſſing that Way, 
and promiſed him, that to retrieve his Reputati- 
on, he would call him to a Gentleman-like Ac- 
count, for the Calumnies with which he had load- 
ed him, and that the Reaſon of his Silence, under 
the Charge againſt him, was the Preſence of him- 
ſelf and me, and the Conſideration of the apparent 
Circumſtances, which, to be ſure, were greatly 
in his Disfavour. All this he uttered with ſo ma- 
ny Sighs and Tears, and Proteſtations of his Inno- 
cence, that my Father, blindly fond of him, cre- 
dited all he ſaid ; and only required, that, as a 
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Proof of his Innocence, he would challenge the 
Colonel; and, if you don't do that, ſays he, to 
be ſure you can never have Louiſa. He introdu- 
ced him again to my Aunt's, with this ſtrange 
Story, which, tho? none of us believed, we agreed 
to his Viſits, knowing he would ſoon ruin his 
Scheme by his Fear of challenging the Colonel ; 

which we imagined he would as ſoon attempt to 
do, as to face an Army of 10,000 Men ; but, this 
Time, his Credit was preſerved with my Father, 
by the Colonel's being ordered, the next Day, to 
his Duty in London, to which Place he ſet out, af- 
ter be a genteel Farewel of us, with a Pro- 
miſe to return, and try the Squire” s Courage in 
leſs than a Fortnight. But this dreadtul Fortnight 
gave me more Pangs than Tongue can deſcribe, 
and was the Source of a Reſolution that brought 
me to this Country ; and, now let me fay, to Al 
the Happineſs I could propoſe i in Life. 

The Squire, after the Colonel's Departure, 
bluſtered, and ſtrutted about, like the famous Bul- 
ty of Mr. Congreve, and then diſappeared, all on 
a Sudden; giving out, That ſince one Victim 
had fled, 'he was reſolved to take SatisfaQion of 
another, who had uſed him as ill as this Pris, by 
daring to rival him in my Affections. He was 
gone neara Week, when my Father, with a Mix- 
ture of Joy and Concern in his Countenance, 
brought a Letter to ſhew my Aunt, ſaying, Z—ds, 
I am ſorry for the poor Lad's Fate too ; but 
: Numps has, at laſt, ſhewn himſelf a Man of Cou- 
rage; and I'd have Col. Williams ſtand clear, when 
| he comes back. The Letter Was: 


Honur'd Suk, 
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Honur'd Suk, 

Hope youe wil not now blive the many baſes 
| Stories thate are ſo conltanteley tolde youe of 
me; for J have givene a goode Accounte of younge 
Tomſin, whome, in a Duelle, I made a Sackrifice 
off, and bite the Grounde. I have got ſafe here, 
frome the Purſut made after race; and now hes 
removde, I hope I ſhall mecte with no further 
Muleſtetion, in aboute havinge, Cuſen Louiſee. 


The poore Felowe was juſt ſettinge out for 
Londin. 


Boſton, 
Lincolnſhire, HumPnHRY RICHE, 


Your dutifull Nefew, tell Deth, 


My Aunt read this Letter with the utmoſt 
Aſtoniſhment ; and, tho? ſhe did not believe he 
had killed you in a Duel, yet the did not doubt 
but he had, in the baſe Way of Aſſaſſination, ta- 
ken away your Life. She took my Father aſide, 
and begged him not to let me know the Affair ab- 
ruptly, but truſt to her Care cautiouſly to diſcover 
it, and let her have the Letter for that Purpoſe ; 
and, the next Morning, taking me into her 
Chamber, ſhe called in her Daughter ; and, ſhut- 
ting the Door, began to open the Matter to me 
thus: My deareſt Niece, to me Misfortunes are no 
Strangers ; I have lived long enough to look upon 
every Thing below as vain and tranſitory, and 
all our fancied Enjoyments as only ſo many Incen- 
tives to get acquainted with Miſery. The Plea- 
ſures we reap here cannot compenſate for the Pains 
we endure; we are daily, hourly, ſeeking after 
Toys and Bubbles, and negle& the more impor- 
tant Concerns of a future State, You yourſelf, 
young as you are, have felt ſome Trouble: The 
Loſs of your dear Mother, tho' you was then = 

mo 
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moſt an Infant, cauſed in you a ſincere Grief, 
which I know you was ſenſibly- afflited with 
but, perhaps, ſomewhat that will more nearly af. 
fect you has happened; a fatal Accident, that, if 
you are not armed with Religion and Reaſon ſuf. 
ficient to bear, may, perhaps, kill your Peace of 
Mind for ever !—tlere, all wild and frantic, yet 
unſuſpecting the Reaſon for this Diſcourſe, I cri. 
ed, Oh! Madam, What has happened? — 
My Father [Is he killed ?—Is he dead ?—Alas ! 
What ſhall Ido? — I am ſorry I ever diſobeyed 
him. — No, no, my Dear, calm yourſelf, your 
Father is alive and well; — perhaps he does not 
ſo much deſerve this dutitul Concern ; No, 'tis 
' Not for his Loſs you are to mourn : But— 
here a Shower of Tears ſtopped her farther Utter- 
ance, — and ſhe tenderly claſped me in her Arms, 
whilſt her Daughter and myſelf joined our Tears, 
unknowing the Occaſion, with her's, — She came 
to herſelf, and went on — the beſt of Yeuths, 
my Dear, — don't look ſo wildly ; the beſt of 
Youths, as you have deſcribed him, —is dead !— 
is murdered by a Villain !—your dear Thompſon ! 
Oh! God, I cried, and fell from my Chair, in fo 
ſtupid a Swoon, that my Head received a violent 
Contuſion, which, fee, I carry the Marks of to 
this Day. They were both ſo alarmed at this 
Accident, that they were near being in the ſame 
Condition: They both loved me tenderly, as I 
did, and ever ſhall do, them: What could they 
ſay ? — What could they do? — They raiſed 
me, rubbed my "Temples with Hungary-Waier, 
and other ſuch reviving Preparations; but, 
for a full Hour, could not bring me to the 
leaſt Senſe or Motion, At length I awoke from 
this death like-Trance ; and the firſt Idea 
that preſented itſelf to my Imagination, was my 

deareſt 
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deareit Thompſon, all wan and pale, his Blood iſ- 


ſuing out at ſeveral Wounds, and his Hair clot— 
ted with Gore ! Oh 1 I cried, —let me die with 
thee! I have no Buſineſs now in Life ;— Where 
ſhall I meet thee, thou dreadful, well-known 
Form? —Oh! let me hide thee in my Arms, 
and wipe off the ſanguine Streams that deform 
thy Viſage, — and then fainted away again; and, 
Aſſiſtance being called, I was put to Bed in an high 
Fever; and was for ſome Days ſo delirious, that 
it was thought I ſhould never get over it. My 
dear Aunt and Couſin were inconſolable; and 
my Father, noiwithſtanding his obdurate 'I em- 
per, was fir.cerely grieved; but the two Ladies 
woud not ſuffer him to approach me, and loaded 
him with the Fpithets, of Cruel, — Baſe, — and 
Barbarous; and told him he had murdered one 
Perſon, and now, they ſuppoſed, would ſend his 
Emiſſary, to kill the other. His Nephew was 
arrived, and put on the Air of a great deal of Con- 
cern ; but my Aunt {ent him Word, if he ap- 
proached the Houſe, ſhe would order her Servants 
to ſecure him as a Murderer, In about three 
Weeks I was ſomewhat upon the mending Hand, 
but recovered ſlowly, and with ſuch a Worm at 
my Breaſt, as deprived me of all Comfort, My 
Colour vaniſhed from my Checks; I grew as 
pale as a Spectre, and my Body fo thin and ema- 
ciated, that I was hardly known to be the ſame ; 
However, I had Reſolution enough to defire my 
Aunt to let me into the Particulars of my Thomp- 
ſon's Fate, and had ſeriouſly entered into the gloo- 
my Reſolution to make away with my ſelf, the firſt 
Opportunity. Oh ! let a Perſon be ever ſo wiſe 
or intelligent, there are ſome Misfortunes fo ſevere, 
that it is impoſſible for them to bear up againit 
their Force ; the Brain, and all the Faculties 
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weakened, admit of the moſt direful Reſolves 
and, perhaps, none but thinking Perſons can he 
ſo much affected. A Fool bas not Senſe enough to 
grieve, is as true a Saying, as it is a trite one, I 
agreed with her, that you muſt have been baſe. 
ly murdered, tho! I could not account for your 
having ſtaid ſo long in Yorkſhire; and for a great 
while, I formed many Schemes to bring your 
Murderer to Juſtice ; but the unlucky Thought, 
that, perhaps, my Father was concerned in it, 
ſtopped me in my intended Proſecution, which 
otherwiſe my Aunt, notwithſtanding the Squire's 
near Relation, would have joined in. I was no 
ſooner up, than my Father, very abruptly, brought 
the Squire to pay me a Viſit; on which I would 
have retired, but he took Hold of me, and told me 
I ought not to blame Numps for what he had 
done, for a Gentleman muſt defend his Honour, 
and his Miſtreſs, I kept an obſtinate Silence all 
the Time they ſtaid; and had I had a Weapon 
proper, I believe I ſhould have had Strength to 
have run it thro? his perfidious Heart, My Fa- 
ther ſaid, in a menacing Way, Well, Lucy, Numps, 
and I are going into Yorkſhire to ſettle Matters 
for your Removal Home; and then I expeQ 
you'll——d'ye hear me, —do as J order you, 
and think no more of a Man who deſerved to 
die, and was beneath your Notice. I made no 
other Anſwer, than by a Flood of Tears, which 
hindered my Sight, and they departed, My 
Aunt and Couſin were ſhocked at this Inhuma- 
nity, ſo much, that they could not ſpeak to him, 
and I told thoſe Ladies, very deliberately, after 
they were gone, that I'd never more fee Yort- 
ſhire, or the Face of my cruel Father, whatever 
became of me. They were frightened at the 
Manner of my Expreſſion ; and, the next Day, 
my Aunt having conſulted with herſelf, propoies 
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the following Scheme, not thinking that I would 
long perſiſt in my Reſolution ; and ſhe hoped, 
by flattering my Diſpoſition, to keep me from 
Suieide, which was what ſhe imagined I hinted 
zt; and, at the ſame Time, ſhe knew it would 
bring my Father to his Senſes. Dear Lucy, ſays 
ſhe, I was brought up in France, and have con- 
tracted Friendſhips there, I long to ſee that 
Kingdom again, and we will all three, for ſome 
Years, leave this fatal Country ; but, as I can't 
keep you from your Father's Authority, you ſhall 
fall ſick, and, ſeemingly, die; we'll make a ſump- 
tuous Funeral for you, and bury you apparently 
among the Family at Taunton, You ſhall, mean 
Time, till our Embarkation go to a diſtant Te- 
nant's of mine in Exeter, who will never betray 
our Secret; and, after you are buried, I'll write 
ſuch a Letter to your Father, as, perhaps, may 
entirely alter the Syſtem he at preſent acts upon. 
My Eſtate is ſufficient for all our Ules, and you 
and my Daughter ſhall have an equal Claim to it 
with myſelf. Ijumped at this Propoſal ; it flatter- 
ed the gloomy, deſpairing Condition I was in; I 


hated Yorkſbire ; I hated England ; I almoſt, — 


could not help it, —hated my obdurate Father! 
What my Aunt propoſed, was a Scheme political- 
ly to over-reach my difordered Mind, I improved 
into a ſettled Vow, never to ſee my Father, or 
my native Country, again.—Perhaps I had fome 
Principles, like Revenge, then in my Heart.— 
Yes,—I confeſs I had, —but your Mother and 
Father I thought of with great Affection: I could 
have wiſhed the former had known the Truth of 
my Deftination ; but, at laſt, I reſolved ihe ſhould 
not, leſt, from Tenderneſs to me, ſhe might be- 
tray me to my Father; I therefore deſired my 
Aunt to write a Letter to her of my Death; and 
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in it I incloled my Picture, as a Preſent to her, 
which I had got drawn on Purpoſe for you, and 
you have got it, Sir; and, if you value the Ori— 
ginal, as much as you have that Copy, I ſhall 
be the happieſt Woman living. In ſhort, I died, 
was buried, as had been concerted ; my 
Avnt wrote a terrible Letter to my Father upon 
it; and, without waiting an Anſwer, we hired 
a Veſſel for France, where we lafely arrived, after 
a pre'ty turbulent Paſſage. My Aunt had ſo ſet- 
tled her Aﬀairs, that her Steward remitted her 
the Profits of her Eſtate quarterly ; and, it being 
large, the dear Woman has kept up a grandeur 
Equipage than ſhe did in Somerſetſbire. We 
have now been in this Houſe near eight Years, 
and, keeping little Company, we have been happy 
in ourſelves, and have, by numerous good Offi- 
ces, contributed to the Happineſs of others. Our 
Needle-work and our Books, and now and then 
a Ride or a Walk, have been our principal Avo- 
cations, I mean that of my Aunt and my Serena; 
for as to myſelf, I have not enjoyed a Moment's 
Eaſe ; your endearing Form has ever been before 
my Eyes; and the Tortures of my Soul, the Per- 
turbations of my Heart, my departing, dying, 
bleeding Heart, even the Pen or Tongue could 
never be able to deſcribe ! I have reſolutely hi- 
therto refuſed to hear from, or ſend to my Fa- 
ther, or England; and my dear Aunt has hu- 
moured my Diſpoſition fo far, as never to mention 


one Word oi the Intell:gence ſhe nas, at Times, 


received, | muſt own, fince your Account of 
my poor Father's Repentance, lo long ago, 
] burn to fling myſelf at his Feet, to eale the 
Tortures of his now-altered Mind ; and, ſince 
I have recovered my dear Thompſon, Yorkſvire 
will be the only agreeable Spot to me in. the 
World. I long to ſee your dear Father and Mo- 


ther. 
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ther alſo, and my poor Fidele, and to return my 
Thanks to your Mr. and Mrs. Goodwill, and all 
the reſt of our Friends, and to be happy once more 

amongſt them. | | 
My Couſin and I had been to fee a Lady of the 
Court at Verſailles, when I ſaw you come down 
the Walk, and heard your well-known Voice, and 
the Surprize, for I immediately thought, with the 
Vulgar, it muſt be an Apparition, made me faint 
away, and the reſt thatfollowed you are acquaint- 
ed with. Mr. Sharpely has alſo Occaſion to remem- 
ber it, continues my Louiſa, with a heavenly 
Smile, for he loſt his Heart the Moment, he ſays, 
he ſaw my much loved Serena; tho? I think, if I 
underſtand the Language of their Eyes, he has 
got as precious a Pledge in Return. When Mr, 
Sharpley was perſuaded to ſtay that Night, we en- 
deavoured to get your Name, if haply you wore 
Fleſh and Blood about you, and his Account of 
your Adventures confirmed me we had both been 
impoſed upon. 1 longed to know, if you were 
really as faithful to your loſt Louiſa, as it was ſaid 
you was; and, your Reſolution never to converſe. 
with the Sex, rendering it impoſſible to ſee you 
under that Character, I propoſed to my Aunt and 
Couſin the Reſolution I had taken, to get into 
your Service as a Page. This you are ſenſible I 
did, thro' the good Offices of Mr. Sharpley ; and 
I faithfully ſerved you, under the Name of E/- 
tampe ; but Mr. Thompſon, if 1 loved you before 
with an Intenſeneſs of Affection, how muſt your 
Louiſa love you now! improved in Knowledge ! 
improved in Goodneſs | and ſo conſtant to your 
firſt Affection, as often, whilſt I attended you, 
made me lift up my Eyes, in Thanks and Praiſes 
to the Almighty, for forming ſo excellent a Copy 
of his own Perfections here below ! In nts" 
| this 
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this dear Man, ſays Louiſa, turning to the two 
Ladies and Mr. Sharpley, I did a hing beyond 
the uſual daring of my Sex, and fired a Piſtol, 
and killed a Man; but there can be Wonder in 
all that, ſeeing, if he had died, I ſhould ſoon have 
followed him | Come, Mr. T homp/on, let us haſte 
to England, my Father can no longer deny his 
Conſent ;—he repents,—you are rich, and we 
can't live without each other, and I'll ſtudy to be 
grateful to you for all your Conſtancy, by order. 
ing every future Action of my Exiſtence, ſo as to 
pleaſe—my Life, my Lord, my Huſband. 

Thus the melodious, angelic Voice, ceaſed the 
charmingly eloquent, and ſenſible Narration, and, 
for ſome Time buried, abſorbed in Admiration, I 
could not utter one Syllable, but fondly gazed, and 
devoured all her World of Perfections with my 
Eyes. At length I broke out into ſuch Raptures, 
as well nigh, with mere over-ſtraining Nature, 
had robbed me of Life. Lovely, dear Louiſa | hea- 
venly Maid! *tis impoſſible for me to expreſs what 
I feel of thy matchleſs unprecedented Virtues ! 
Had I the tuneful Tongue, the gentle Lyre of a 
Catullus, the Horatian Lute, the Numbers of the 
melting Waller, the prevailing Art of Sedley, I 


could then ſcarce do thy Merits adequate Juſtice ! 
Oh! 


For thee each gladſome Morn ſhall wake ; 
Grey Een replete with Bliſs, retire ;; 
My Lucy I will n&er forſake, 
But ſtill, to falt'ring Age, admire, 
Ever the ſame, no Diſcord ſhall decreaſe 
Our ſettled Happineſs, celeſtial Peace. 
Politeneſs ſmooth, and Decency, ſhall ſway 
Our Thoughts, our Acls, and Reaſons forceful Ray. 


Yes, 
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Ves, we will return to the Arms of our Friends, 
and the Embraces of our Parents | I burn, I ſigh, 
| die, till I have thee mine for ever! 

Mr. Sharpley, her Aunt, and Serena, were quite 
delighted with her Manner of relating her Adven- 
tures; and all, in their Turn, thanked her in 
the politeſt and wittieſt Terms, for the Compli- 
ments ſhe had beſtowed upon them. And, is it 
true, ſays Sharpley, that I have got my Serena's 
Heart ? Bliſsful Diſcovery | Is it true, m 
Angel? Nay, aſk my Couſin, replied that amiable 
Lady; my Couſin ſays fo, and ſhe never tells an 
Untruth. He got up, embraced her firſt, and 
then her Mother ; and never, ſure, were a hap- 
pier Set of People ſeen together, 


— 


HAF. EIX. 


They ſettle their _—_ in France, ——— Madam 
Rich diſpoſes of ber Houſe and Goods. They 


ay ſome Time in Paris. Meet with an Object 
of Charity. Thompſon relieves him, notwith- 
ſtanding a former Piece ef ill Uſage. They 
take Leave of their Friends —— Set out with 
Paſſports from Flanders.—— Arrive at William- 
ſtadt. Embark for England. Land at Har- 


wich. 


M:* Sharpley and myſelf ſoon ſettled what Af- 


fairs we had to tranſact at Paris; and, 
having now gratified our Curioſity with the Sight 
of every Thing worth viewing, we only waited 
till Madam Rich had diſcharged her Servants, ex- 
cept the Engliſh ones ſhe brought over with her ; 
and diſpoſed of the Houſe ſhe had bought at St. 
Clou, and the Furniture which was very ſuperb ; 
which ſhe ſoon did, to great Advantage, Myn- 


heer 
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heer Van Straaten, the Dutch Reſident, making a 
Purchaſe of the whole. My Luiſa had lived fo 
recluſe, ſince her being in France, that ſhe had 
not ſeen many of the remarkable public Places, 
Buildings, and Palaces ; ſo that we determined to 
take Lodgings at Paris for a Fortnight, and do all 
we could, and dedicate the whole Time for the 
Entertainment of the Ladies. One Day, when we 
were at the Hotel Dieu, a recovered Patient, a- 
mongſt others, attended to ſhew us the ſeveral 
Wards and Conveniencies of that noble Charity ; 
and I ſoon found, by his Accent, that he was an 
Engliſhman ; and looking ſtedfaſtly upon him, me- 
thought 1 alſo recollected his Features. I aſked 
him where he was born in England, he ſaid in Lon- 
don, and that his Name was Deacon. I think I have 
heard of a Merchant of that Name. I had a Bro- 
ther a Merchant, Sir, he replied, and I was his 
unfortunate Succeſſor in the Buſineſs. I found now 
it was really poor Mr. Deacon's Brother, who had 
been the en boa my Arreſt and Impriſonment in 
the Fleet ſo many Years before ; but appeared to 
be in ſuch miſerable Circumſtances, that I was 
reſolved I would not mortify him, by making my- 
ſelf known ; for nothing can be greater Cruelty, 
than to inſult over the Miſeries, even of an Ene- 
my : I was, inſtead thereof, really concerned, and 
gricved to the higheſt Degree ; and all my old 
Regard for his worthy Brother returned freſh in- 
to my Mind. I was curious to know how he came 
into an Enemy's Country, and what had reduced 
him to ſuch a forlorn Situation. He informed me 
that he had ſuffered great Loſſes in Trade before 


the War broke out, and, at laſt, was obliged to 


fly to France, with a very ſmall Sum in his Pock- 
et, to avoid the Miſeries of a Goal, in his native 
Country ; and that he lived ſome Time as a Clerk 
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to a Merchant at Bologne, but his Maſter failing, 
he could find no further Buſineſs in his own Way, 
aſter ſpending the little Money he had in Search of 
it; and mere Want induced him to inliſt as a 
common Soldier, in the Regiment of Picardy ; that, 
in a ſmart Engagement between the French and 
the Allies, he had the Misfortune to have two of 
his Fingers ſhot off, and was diſcharged as unfit 
for Service; that he ſtroled to Paris, begging 
moſt Part of the Way, and was there taken ill in 
the Street of an Ague and Fever, and ſent to the 
Hoſpital by the Pariſh where he was found ; and 
hoped ſoon to be able to ſhift for himſelf, and 
get over to England, it he could get Money to pay 
his Paſſage, where he did not doubt of meeting 
with Friends to ſerve him; and, as he was a 
Fugitive, of getting clear of his Debts, by an 
Act of Infolvency, which he heard had lately 
paſſed. My Heart was moved at his dreadful 
Relation, and, calling him aſide, I told him I 
was his Countryman, and could not bear to ſee 
him in ſo much Diſtreſs, and begged he'd ſuffer 
me to make him a ſmall Preſent ; on which [ 
ſlipped twenty Louis d'ors into his Hand; and he 
was ſo overcome at the Sight of it, that he was 
ready to drop down before me ; his Face turned 
pale as Death, and his Knees tottered under him, 
Mr. Sharpley had an Eye upon me; and, finding 
what I was about, approached, and told me he 
hoped I would let him advance his Mite to the 
Relief of a Countryman under Misfortunes, and 
made him accept of ten Lauis dort more; add- 
ing, if it had not been for you my dear Friend, 
[ ſhould have made but a bad Figure not long 
age myſelf: We are all ſubje@ to the unavoid- 
able Ills of Life, and ſhould conſider our Fellow- 
creatures under ſuch Calamities, as Types of 


Vo L, II. M what 


| 


242 The Life and Adventures 
what the beſt of us may one Day be. Madam 


Rich, and the Ladies, would know the Buſineſs 


we were about, and all three made him handſome 
Preſents ; upon which his Joy flaſhed from his 
very Eyes, and dwelt, in involuntary Smiles, on 
his Countenance. | 

Boon after we took Leave of Monſieur Dy 
Pleſſis and his Family, Monſieur Baſſompiere, 
Count Garonne, and all our Friends in Paris, 
who loaded us with Civilities, and having obtained 
the proper Paſſports, which we had a great deal of 
Difficulty to do, we ſet out for Flanders, by the 
Rout of Cambray, where, after ſtaying ſome Time, 
as we did indeed in every remarkable Place, for 
the Eaſe, and at the ſame Time, for the Fnter- 
tainment of our Fair Fellow-travellers, having ob- 
tained a ſafe Conduct for any Place where we met 
with the Troops of France, we arrived at Antwerp; 
from whence, in a Day and a half we came to 
Williamſtadt, where we deſigned to embark for Eng- 
land. My Lega, Screna, and the old Lady, pre- 
lerved their Healihs and Spirits ſurpriſingly well, 
dnring this long and fatiguing Progreſs, notwith- 
ſtanding, at many Places in Flanders, the Accom- 
modations are ſo mean, that the loweſt Wretch in 
England would grumble to be forced to take up with 
them ; and this may be obſerved, for the Honour 
of our Country, that in no Part of the World you 
meet with ſuch Fare, and ſuch Treatment, as 
in the Inns upon the Roads in England. France 
and Holland come neareſt to the ſame Standard ; 


but as to the Spaniards, Italians, Germans, and 


all other People in Europe, the Uſage amongſt 
them is courſe, but tricking, their Accommoda- 
tions wretched, and their Fare execrable. I was 


now quite gay, pleaſed, and chearful ; all the 
World appeared to me in an amiable Light ; ; 
ha 
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had no Reſentment in my Breaſt; Mankind were 
forgiven by me, for all their Oddities and their 
Follies, which now ſeemed rather Virtues than 
Crimes. Alas! how Misfortunes ſour a Man to 
the Reliſh of Life; the leaſt Thing ſaid or done, 
that contradiQs his Humour or particular Fancy, 
is conſtrued into a Fault. Tired with Living, 
fretted, and continually vexed by his uneaſy 
Thoughts, or Condition, he looks upon all Men 
as his Enemies, and ſees Abſurdities in their Con— 
duct, which at another Time, would only ſeem 
Peccadilloes, and be eaſily looked over, 

We were the moſt at a Loſs to preſerve the De- 
corums, in this Country, due to the Sex; but, 
with the Aſſiſtance of the Officers of both the 
French and Allies, we did tolerably well, and could 
generally provide one Bed for the three Ladies, 
in a Country harraſſed by the Marches and Coun- 
ter-marches of, and the numerous Devaſtations 
cauſed by two potent Armies ; and all the Praiſe 
imaginable 1s due from me to the military Gen- 
tlemen on both Sides, who freely granted us F/- 
corts, where they thought it would contribute to 
our Eaſe and Safety, from Poſt to Poſt. Ye Pow- 
ers | did I ever think, could I have the leaſt Idea, 
of enjoying thus the Society, without Fear or In- 
terruption, of my angelic Loui/a, now truly mine, 
ſince dead to all the World beſide; and, if little 
Tender Fears, now and then intruded themſelves, 
for her Safety and Protection, it ſprang from no 
ſuch low Principle as Jealouſy, for that Paſſion 
was quite loſt in the Confidence I repoſed in the 
lovely Creature: In ſhort, we were ſuch a Sett of 
People, as nothing now could poſlibly diſturb ; we 
were ſecure of our Freight, and myſelf and Sbarp— 
ley ated as if we had the Wealth of both Indiet in 
our Poſſeſſion. The Elevation of Sentiment, our 
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foft Companions inſpired, gave all our Actions a 
noble and generous Caſt; we were kind, even to 
a Fault, to our Servants, and beſtowed Largeſſes 
upon the Soldiers, with a princely Magnificence, 
particularly to thoſe who every Day arrived at Wil. 
liamſtadt from England, yet unacquainted with the 
Hardſhips and Fatigues of the War. 

We hired a Veſſel for ourſelves, but, Capt. 
Sharpley ſoon after meeting with the Captain of a 
Man of War of 20 Guns, an old Acquaintance, 
he got Leave of the Commodore to take us on 
Board, and ſtand over to Harwich ; which he did, 
and we ſafely landed at that Place, in 36 Hours 
after we weighed from Holland ; making Captain 
Tripſac, our Commander, a very handſome Pre- 
ſent for his Good-nature and Politeneſs, and be- 
ſtowing a conſiderable Benefaction upon his brave 
and undaunted Seamen, 


— — 


Ar. 


Is accoſted by an Acquaintance..---—— Makes him an 
bandſome Preſent. They ſet out for London.— 
Are known at Colcheſter.-——By whom diſcovered, 

They arrive in London. Send for Mr. 

Tender Scene between Thompſon ard 


Prig. 
Mi, Rich. 


E had juſt ſettled ourſelves, and were going 
to Dinner at the beſt Inn in the Town, 
when Word was brought me, that a Gentleman 
who had ſeen us come in, deſited to ſpeak to me; 
upon which I begged the Favour of the Meſſen- 
ger to deſire him to walk in ;—He came, and at 


his firſt Entrance I really did not at all remem- 
ber 
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ber him, but he no ſooner eſſayed to paſs the 
uſual Compliments upon me, than I, ſhaking his 
Hand with a good deal of Heartineſs, ſaid, What, 
Mr. Briſt, my old Friend, —how could you know 
a Man ſo much altered ſince you ſaw him in the 
Fleet, both in Habit and Perſon ? Sir, he replied, 
it was a long Time before I could recollect you; 
but at laſt, I did make ſhift to remember Mr, 
Thompſen, my Maſter's Friend, whom I left but 
Yeſterday ; and he telling me, you was every 
Day expected from France, it added to my Me- 
mory's Ability. I aſked him what brought him 
down to Harwich ? He told me, that by his Maſ- 
ter's Recommendation, he was appointed Clerk to 
the Britiſh Commiſſary in Flanders, and was going 
to Helvoetſhuys in the Pacquet from Harwich, hav- 
ing tranſacted firſt ſome Buſineſs for Mr. Prig at 
Colcheſter. I was glad to ſee this young Gentle- 
man, to whom I had forgot to be grateful for his 
former ready and willing Attendance under my 
Misfortune ; and after ſtaying him to Dinner, and 
entertaining him with agreeable Satisfaction, I 
took him aſide, and told him, that I was ſorry I 
had not Thought of my Obligations to him before 
I left England ; but I hoped he'd excuſe me, and 
that it was not too late to ſhew him my Gratitude ; 
upon which I put a Bank-note for an Hundred 
Pounds into his Hands. He bluſhed, and would 
have refuſed the Favour ; but I inſiſted on his Ac- 
ceptance of it, and told him that when he came 
again to England, I would endeavour to ſettle him 
in his old Profeſſion, in which, I was ſure, from 
the Example of Mr. Prig, he would behave ſo as 
to become a Bleſſing, and not a Curſe to the 
World, as too many Attornies were. He was all 
Rapture at my Kindneſs, and returned me a Mil- 
lion of Thanks; but, the Pacquet being ready to 
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ſail, I had not an Opportunity of further Conver— 
ſation, and he took his Leave. 

The next Day we hired a Coach and a Sett of 
Horſes, and ſet out full of Joy for Lenden. We 
were now upon Engliſh Ground, and haſtening 
to the Embraces of our Friends, who I did not 
doubt were impatient to ſee me, and had for a 
long Time expected my Arrival; tho', as to 
Captain Sharpley and the Ladies, they could have 
no Idea of the Arrival of ſuch Perſons. Oh! 
what Floods of rapturous Delight overſpread our 
Boſoms, the nearer and nearer we approached the 
Place of cur Nativities, or the Scenes that were 
to terminate our untommon Adventures, in fo 
gladſome, fo happy an Union, as we expected 
oon to experience; At Colcheſter, when we had 
juſt alighted in the Inn-yard, I was ſeized by the 
Arms of a Gentleman in Boots, who hugged me 
ſo cloſely, ſo ſwiftly, and ſo eagerly, that I had 
not Time to diſcover who he was, till I heard 
him repeat, every now and then, My dear Ma- 
ſter, —arrived at laſt, my Friend, —my Son, 


man,—over and over, that he was that worthy 
Domeſtic they had heard me fo often celebrate 
the Praiſes of. We retired into a Room, and ! 
preſented him to Sharpley and the Ladies, who 
careſſed him without Meaſure ; when he ap- 
proached my Louiſa, he ſtarted back ſome Paces, and, 
lifting up his Hands and Eyes, turned towards me, 
and ſaid, Ah, dear Sir, what do [I ſee! you are either 


very happy, or my Fancy has cheated me with an 
Illuſion ; 
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Illuſion ;—ſure it is Miſs Rich, whom I have fo 
often ſeen in Yorkſhire, —ariſen from the Dead, 
and whom you have fo forely, and for ſo many 
Years ſo juſtly lamented.---Yes, the dear Maid 
replied, I can't keep ſo good a Friend to Mr. 
Thompſon in the Pain of Suſpence : I am that 
Perſon, and have as ſincerely lamented your Ma- 
ſter, who I thought was loſt for ever. Truman 
fell on his Knees, and kiſſed her Hand, .again 
and again, and was fo tranſported, that for ſome 
Time he could only utter ſuch disjointed Senten- 
ces, as the Fullneſs of his Joy would permit, 
He danced, he ſung, and practiſed over ſo many 
different Movements of Paſſion, that I feared it 
would turn his Brain : When ſomewhat calmer, 
he, on my Enquiry, told me, Mr, Goodwill 
and his Spouſe, Mr. and Mrs. Bellair, and Miſs 
Sukey, were in Town, and that he left them at 
Mr. Diaper's, where his Son alſo was, in earneſt 
FExpeQation of my Arrival; that, at their De- 
fire, and from his own Impatience to ſee ms, 
he had undertaken to croſs in the Pacquet to F. 
land, and, having obtained a proper Paſſport, to 
wait upon me at Paris, for which Purpoſe he had 
got as far as Colcheſter on his Way, when he had 
the good Fortune to meet us in ſo ſurprizing and 
unexpected a Manner. Your Father, Sir, added 
he, has been in Town twice ſince your laſt Let- 
ters; but is at preſent gone down to YorkſÞire, 
where he hopes ſoon to ſee you. He did not re- 
member any Thing of Sharpley, till he told him 
who he was, at which he erabraced him feelingly, 
and congratulated his ſafe Arrival in England, tel- 
ling him his Father was very well, with the whole 
Family: But, Sir, he continued, is my dear La- 
dy here to be diſcovered immediately ? If I might 
adviſe, I would perſuade her to be diſguiſed, that 
ſhe may ſee Sir Walter, without his knowing her, 
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and, which I am ſure he'll be ready to do, he may 

give her to your Arms himſelf, without knowing 

he beſtows his Daughter upen you, whoſe Loſs 

and the Injuries he has cauſed to you, he till la- 

ments in the moſt affe ding Manner. We liflen- 

ed with Pleaſure to his Propoſal, and reſolved to 

put his Scheme in Fxecution, and to keep her Re- 

vival to Lite a Secret to every one, till our Mar- 

riage was performed; and by Madam Rich's De- 

fire, I would keep him no longer, but ſent him 

up to Town, with a Commiſſion to hire a ready 

urniſhed Houſe for the Ladies in the moſt genteel 
Part of the "town, till I had ſettled my Affairs in 
Lonilon, and could attend them to Yorkſhire, We 
now, on that Account, to give him proper Time, 

ttaid ſome Days at Celebeſter, and in the Rout to 
London, employed as much Time as we could, fo 
that it was near a Week before we entered into 
that, to me well known Metropolis, which we 
did in the Evening ; and Truman waiting, accord- 
ing to a Letter of Advice I ſent him, at the White 
Hart Tavern, in Holbeurn, we immediately took 
another Coach, and conveyed our fair and dear 
Companions to an Houſe in Red Lion Square, which 
we found Truman had made Choice of with a 
great deal of Judgment; every Thing about it 
being in the moſt polite and elegant Taſte, 

The next Day with Sharpley | went to the Tem- 
ple Exchange Coffee-houſe, dreſſed in the richeſt 
Manner, and going into a Room above Stairs, 
ſent the Waiter away to Mr. Prig's Chambess, 
to acquaint him, that two Gentlemen defired #0 
ſpeak with him. Prig, 1 found was very particu- 
lar in enquiring after our Appearance Cc. no 
Donbt, ſuſpecting it was me, and ſoon after arriv- 


ed ; I got up and ſtood at the Window, with my 
Back 
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Back towards the Door, having given Sharpley a 
Letter for him, as from me, and proper Inſtruc- 
tions how to behave. Whon he came in, Mr. 
Sharpley aſked him, if his Name was Prig? To 
which having anſwered in the Affirmative, he told 
him, he had ſeen a Gentleman in France, one Mr, 
Thompſon, who had deſired him to bring him that 
Letter, and to drink a Glaſs of Wine with him, 
Thompſon, Sir, ſays he, you honour me, and ob- 
lige me ! How does that dear Friend do, whom 
we have expected every Day in England? TI left 
him, Sir, replies Sharpley, in a very bad State 
of Health ; but, good G-d, the other inter- 
rupted with a Sigh, Is he at Paris, Sir? He was 
there, Sir, when I was there. I'll go over in 
the Pacquet and ſee my valued Friend, let what 
will be the Conſequence ? He ſpoke this ſo touch- 
ingly, that I could refrain no longer, and, turning 
round, cried, No, my dear Sir, you ſhall have no 
ſuch fatiguing Journey, behold your Thompſon 
here, and more your's than ever ! he jumped 
from his Seat, and, after gazing wiſtfully upon 
me, run into my Arms, and almoſt devoured me 
with Embraces, which I returned as cordially, 
it was ſome Time before we were able to 
ſpeak: It was all Madneſs of Extaſy, and Sharpley 
was forced merrily to interpoſe, to bring us to 
the Level of rational Creatures. I then let him 
know who that Gentleman was, and that he was 
quite overjoyed to ſee him, and the Relation of 
our Adventures gave him freſh and added Satisfae- 
tion, Well, Gentlemen, ſays he, thank Providence 
you are returned fate and happy, which will glad 
the Hearts of all your Friends, as much as it does 
mine, Your Mr. Diaper, and all the reſt that 
are in London, long as much to ſee you as they ever 
did for any Thing in the World, my Friend, Mr, 
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Goodwill has ſtaid in London, a conſiderable Space of 
Time on Purpoſe ; but what do you think ? 
Prim and his Family are come to England, and I 
am juſt now preparing the Title Deeds of an Es- 
tate, he purchaſed near Cheſhunt, in Hertſurdſbire. 
This more and more encreaſed my Satisfaction, 
already riſen to a great Height, and I could not 
help, tho? I had reſolved to the contrary, to im- 
— to Prig the Secret of my having found my 
ong loſt Louiſa; at which he was all Wonder and 
Aſtoniſhment, and exclaimed on the Goodneſs of 
Providence, and the ſurprizing Ways it every 

Day takes to bleſs Mankind. | 
rig was juſt the fame Man as when I left him, 
and was ſtill unmarried ; but by the great and ex- 
traordinary Favours beſtowed on him by Mr. Go24- 
will and Mr. Bellair, and the Recommendations 
of Mr. Diaper and my Father, had had ſuch a Flow 
of Succeſs in his Profeſſion, that he was already 
ſet above the World, and had acquired a gentecl 

Fortune. 

I begged him not to give the leaſt Hint to our 
other Friends of my Arrival, be cauſe I intended 
to go down to Mr. Diaper's, and ſurprize them 
agreeably by my Preſence; and that the Recove- 
ry of Louiſa might be a Secret to every Body but 
himſelf: We then tock him with us to ſup with 
| the three Ladies, and he was ſtruck with Admira- 
tion at the Charms of my Louiſa, and her Con- 
verſation, and repeated, as he went away, ſeve- 
ral Times to me, She is a moſt lovely Creature! 

l never ſaw ſuch Beauty before! 
Mr. Sharpleyand I had been in the City with 
4 Prig, and I had bought a rich Diamond Solitaire, 
and he had purchaſed a magnificent Pair of Ear- 
rings, as Preſents for our two Miſtreſſes, and 
ſome Trinkets for the old Lady, and had hired a 
Coach and à Chariot of a proper Perſon to e 
them 
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them during their Stay in London: After Prig was 
gone, we each of us preſented our Jewels, and I 
had the Happineſs to put mine round the delicate 
Neck of my Angel, who was quite ſtruck with 
the Action, and ſaid, You are very gallant, my 
dear Mr. Thompſon, and ſtudy ſo many Ways to 
oblige me, that I can't expreſs the tender Senti- 
ments that croud into my Mind towards you. Ah! 
lovely Maid, I replied, can I do too much, in the 
whole future Courſe of my Life, to merit the 
Regards of the dear Creature who has ſuffered fo 
much on my Account, and is ſuch a Miracle of 
Beauty, Pruth, and Conſtancy ? Serena received 
her Preſent with Joy, and the old Lady took it ſo 
well, that we remembered her in theſe Trifles, 
that ſhe was in an extreme good Humour upon it, 
and told Sharpley, that ſhe would take Care and 
make him ſuch Satis faction, that on his Marriage, 
beſide her Daughter's Fortune, ſhe would give 
him an Eſtate, that ſhould equal him with the 
beſt Gentleman. in the County of York. Sharpley 
and Serena both threw their Arms about her Neck, 
and embraced this kind Mother, and we were ſo 
tranſported with each other's Company, that it 
was very late before we left them to retire to a 
Lodging, Truman had provided for us in the 
Neighbourhood. The next Day, I ordered Tru- 
man to let me have Bank Bills to the Value of 
a 'Thouſand Pounds, one of. which I turned into 
Guineas, and putting all together into a rich Purſe, 
which I had purchaſed on Purpoſe for the Occa- 
fon, I waited on the Ladies, and taking my Louiſa 
into her Cloſet, I began thus, My lovely Crea- 
ture | I now hope you look upon yourſelf as mine, 
and that you ought to ſhare with me that Fortune 
Providence has permitted me to gain, and whic 

if Sir Walter had it in his Power to deny his Con- 


ſent 
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ſent to our Union, or ſhould deprive us of his Fa- 
vour, is ſufficient to make us happy! I can't bear 
you ſhould be longer obliged to Madam Rich, for 
what you may have in your own Perſon, and real- 
ly do poſſeſs; take this Purſe, and its Contents, 
which will ſuffice for the Remainder of your Ex- 
pences in your Maiden State, and provide yourſelt 
with every Thing you ſhall have an Uſe or Fancy 
for before we ſet out for Yorkſhire, The dear 
Angel looked at me with a World of Tenderneſs, 
whilſt I was ſpeaking, and then broke forth into 
the following Speech! My dear Thomp/on, I zc- 
cept your generous Preſent, in Truſt for your Uſe, 
and hope I ſhall manage this with the ſame Pru- 
dence I ſhall always ſtudy to behave with in your 
Affairs. I do always look on myſelf as yours, and 
only yours, for my Father has I think greatly for- 
feited his Authority over me by his Uſage ; but 
ſtill let us praiſe all the Duty due to Parents, and 
then if he refuſes his Conſent, or is angry when he 
diſcovers his Daughter, under the CharaQer of 
your Wife, why let him diſpoſe of the dirty Acres 
as he pleaſes; I have Stock of Affection ſufficient 
I hope to compenſate for their Loſs to you; but 
I look for happier Things, and believe he will 
now be proud of his Ton-in-law ! To ſay, I am 
ſurprized at your Preſent, would be gloſſing too 
much the Sentiments of my Mind, for, knowin 

my dear Tbompſen, I know him capable of every 
Thing good, and kind, and generous ; but how, 
—which Way, —ſhall I, can I reward his Good- 
neſs to his Louiſa ? Your being ſenſible only, my 
ſweeteſt Louiſa, of my Pains, my Sufferings, — 
your approving my Paſſion, your conſenting to 
bleſs me with that World of Charms, to give 
me that ſoft Hand, to be mine for ever, —i1$ 
more than a Recompenſe for Ages of TREE. 
| And, 
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And, ah, for ever, ſhall the dear condeſcend- 
ing Gentleneſs be the Guide, the Motive to all my 
Actions. I will haſte, Love, and finiſh my Af- 
fairs in 'Town, and prepare to launch into an 
Ocean of Bliſs, which can have no Alloy. 


PD) ©" — —— 
— — 


CHAP. LXI. 


He gees down to Mr. Diaper's. Toy on ſeeing 
bim.—Carries them to ſee his Louiſa. Re- 
ceive Letters from Mr. Saris. Generofity of 
that Gentleman. Mr. Goodwill's exceſſive 
Kindneſs. Viſits Mr. Prim. He finiſbes 
the Settlement of bis Affairs. hey ſet out for 
Yorkſhire, 


HEN a Week more had paſſed, in which 

we were taken up in viſiting all the Cu- 

rioſities in the City and Neighbourhood of Lon- 
don, to which our Louiſa and her Couſin Serena 
were as yet Strangers, never having been in that 
Metropolis before; I could not further reſtrain 
the Impatience I was agitated with to fee my 
dear Friend, and the Reft of the amiable Society, 
who, we underſtood by Prig, were {till at my old 
Maſter's in the Country; and, accordingly, that 
Gentleman, Captain Sharpley, and Truman accom - 
panied me there, As we approached the well 
known Spot, it recalled to my Memory a thou- 
ſand former Scenes of Happineſs and Miſery that 
had occurred to me ; but all this ſerved now only 
to encreaſe my preſent Satisfa ion, which was un- 
bounded. e arrived, and I was no ſooner en- 
tered the Room where they were at Dinner, than 
I was univerſally known at firſt Sight, and they 
had well nigh, in their Hurry of riſing to congra- 
tulate my Appearance, overturned the Table they 
were 
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were fitting at. My Maſter, Mr. Goodwill, and 
Mr. Bellair, were never tired of ſtraining me 
in their Arms; the Ladies gazed upon me with 
the utmoſt Fondneſs, and wept plentifully with 
mere Joy. I returned their Careſſes with Inter- 
eſt, and ſhed a Flood of Tears, which my full 
Heart could not reſtrain :; But, as to my Friend 
and myſelf, it was all Delight and Tranſport that 
ſeized us, and we were near a Quarter of an Hour 
in one another's Embraces, ſaying all the tender 
and affe ctionate Things that inſpired our Boſoms. 
When we were ſomewhat calmer; our Diſcourſe, 
however, was equally touching, and we were ne- 
ver tired of making fond Enquiries into each other's 
Health and Welfare, and the Accidents that had 
befallen us, They knew moſt Part of what had 
happened to me from Mr. Diaper, but as to what 
had paſſed ſince our ſailing from the Cape of Good 
Hope, 1 was obliged to recount it to them; which 
I did in as ſuccin& a Manner as poſſible, and, not- 
withſtanding my Reſolution to the contrary, I 
could not help letting them into the Miracle of my 
recovering Louiſa, knowing it concerned us only 
to keep it a Secret from Sir Walter ; at which 
Eyes and Hands were hfted up in wondering Ad- 
miration at the Goodneſs of Heaven! and then 
they all burſt out into freſh Congratulations to me 
on my inexpreſſible Happineſs, and propoſed the 
next Day to pay a Viſit to the Ladies our Fellow- 
adventurers. Captain Sharpley, whole Father was 
known to them intimately, was received with the 
utmoſt Politeneſs, and every one at firſt Sight en- 
tertained a Friendſhip for him, particularly, my 
dear Diaper; and we three happy Lovers exulted 
together upon the bliſsful Situation we were at 
preſent Witneſſes to in each other, We went to 
Town the ſame Day to prepare my Louiſa, _ 

| am 
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dam Rich, and Serena for the intended Viſit, that 
was to be paid them on the Morrow ; and I in- 
treated my deareſt Maid to dreſs herſelf in the 
richeſt Manner ſhe could, which ſhe, ſmiling, pro- 
miſed to comply with, She aſked me, if I had 
heard any Thing more of her Pappa? I told her, 
he was well as ever; but ſtill as much grieved at 
what had happened in our Affairs, and for her 
Loſs; that the Squire, as Mrs. Condwill had in- 
formed me, was ſtill at his own Seat at Doncaſter, 
and, notwithſtanding all the Arts he could uſe, 
had never been able to mollify his Uncle, who had 
been informed of his Villainies, by one of the Fel- 
lows that attended him, when I was laft uſed ſo 
ill by him; and, again, his Meanneſs and Baſe- 
neſs, in perſuading him, that he had killed me, 
by which Report he bad loſt his Lowfa, had 
more and more exaſperated him againſt him : 
He had been informed, by the very Ferſon who 
wrote me the Letter of Caution when I was at 
my Father's, of my Lite's having been attacked 
by his Procurement, near his own Houſe, He 
had pardoned that Fellow for his Honeſty, but 
had by continual Proſecutions driven the Reſt out 
of the County, as a Sacrifice for the Injuries I re- 
ceived from him; and that he was at preſent in 
ſuch a Temper, that it was believed, if no Art at 
all were uſed, he'd readily at the unexpeCted Sight 
of us conſent to our Marriage. All this gave my 
Leuiſu new Spirits, and ſhe cried, Oh! how long 
to ſooth the Pains of this cruel, yet repentant Fa- 
ther ! Our Viſitors arrived the next Nay, and we 
introduced them to Madam Rich, who entertain- 
ed them whilſt Sharpley and myſelf went to bring 
in our adorable Miſtreſſes. I never was ſurprized 
at any Thing before, ſo much as at the fine and 
lovely Figure my Louiſa made ; her Dreſs was 
magnificent to the laſt Degree, and ſhe was all 
over 
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over apparently a Climax of Stars that blazed in 
the Jewels that adorned her: Round her Neck 
hung the Solitaire I had preſented to her, and at a 
Locket my Picture in Miniature, which I had fat 
for on Purpoſe to oblige her, in the trembling 
panting Bolom, We brought them into the A- 
partment, and all the Senſes the Company had 
were now reduced to one, in viewing our two 
lovely, delightful Fair ones 

Mr. Goodwill, Mr. Bellair, Mr Diaper, Mr. 
Prig, and all the Ladies in general, ſtruck with 
Aſtoniſhment at her numerous Graces, advanced 
to meet her, and ſaluted her as a Perſon of whom 
they had received the higheſt Sentiments of Re- 
gard and Affection, and expreſſed after ſome Time 
by their Actions and Speech, how muchthey were 
pleaſed with her Converſation. Serena had her 
Share alſo in the Praiſes that were beſtowed, and 
thoſe two and Miſs Bellair immediately commen- 
ced a Friendſhip for each other: Young Mr, Dia- 
fer, who was the only one preſent ſhe had ſeen be- 
tore, was particularly taken Notice of by her, and 
he whiſpered me, that he thought her infinitely 
improved, and ſtill more wiſe and more lovely, 
In ſhort, before they parted, they almoſt adored 
her; and Mis. Diaper, hugging me to her, ſaid, 
Joey, I thought you would be happy at laſt, 
and fee, Providence has bleſſed both you and 
my Son with its choiceſt Gifts, to whom I con- 
ſtantly return unfeigned Thanks for its Goodneſs 
to you, and for the Bleſſings it thereby provides 
for your Fathers and Mothers, and your Friends. 
And what, added her Spouſe, is a prodigious En- 
creaſe to all this Joy is, what few Perſons can 
ſay ; they have not only been returned ſafe them- 
ſelves to our Arms, but find all their Friends as 
ſafe and well, after 1 5 Years abſence, or more, 


when we had all the Grief of parting with * 
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of parting with them, And thus, indeed, Pro- 
vidence has bleſſed us, and be its Goodneſs ever 
adored | 
After this firſt Interview, they frequently wait- 
ed upon each other, and Louiſa often went to 
Mr. Diaper's with her Aunt and Couſin, and to 
the Houſes of Mr. Bellair and Mr. Goodwill in 
Town, who were ſo enamoured of our angelic 
Family, that they were never eaſy out of their 
Company. Mr. Sharpley was generally for the 
latter Part of our Stay ir. London, for I wrote, 
when I firſt arrived, to my dear Father and Mo- 
ther, that I'd be down in a Month or ſix Weeks 
at fartheſt, their Squire and Conductor: As to my 
ſelf and Truman, with the Aſſiſtance of Prig we 
were buſy in ſettling my Concerns and putting 
my Money into the Funds, which I looked upon 
as my Duty till I could better employ it ; for no- 
thing can become a true Engliſbman more than 
to aſſiſt the Government, which is at preſent ſup- 
ported againſt its Enemies Attacks, as much or 
more by the Influence of the monied People, to 
whom the preſent Eſtabliſhment is a Security, for 
their Fortunes, as by the Share they have in the 
Hearts of the whole Kingdom, who muſt own 
the Bleſſings they derive from their mild and mer- 
ciful Sway, My Merchandize, as well as that of 
Mr. Saris, moſt of the Produce of which Truman 
had paid to his Order, and what belonged to him- 
ſelf had been turned into Caſh by Truman, except 
ſuch Things as I reſerved for my Leuija's Uſe, 
and for Preſents to my Father, Mother, andother 
Friends, to whom alſo Mr. Diaper had been pret- 
ty profuſe of the Curioſities of the Eaſtern World. 
About this Time I received a Letter from our 
Friend Saris, Truman having received ſeveral be- 
fore I came over, which was to this Effect, in 
Anſwer to one from me: 
My 
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My deareſt Friexv, 
Y Trouble was exceſſive when I underftood 
by Truman's laſt, that you had been taken 
in your Paſſage, and was a Priſoner in France; 
but, thank God, I now have received one from 
your own Hands, that teſtifies to me, to my in- 
finite Satisfaction, that you are as happy, after a 
Series of uncommon Events in your Behalf, as 
Love, Wealth, and your native Country can 
make you | I rejoice greatly at this Turn of kind 
Providence in your Favour, and beg to hear from 
you every now and then, but particularly when 
you have made the adorable Louiſa your own, As 
to poor Saris, he never intends to move from this 
Spot, where his whole Time is ſpent in the Care 
of a dear Son, and the Friendſhip of Sir Thomas, 
whom you have often heard me mention; yet 
all the while I am devoured by a flow and deadly 
Melancholy for my unhappy Fate in the Loſs of 
my dear Wife, which nothing can eaſe but the 
obliterating Arms of Death, to which I ſhall give 
myſelf no Concern, let my Deſcent be ever ſo 
ſoon. Truman has remitted me in your Abſence, 


all I could demand, fave about 300 J. which I beg. 


that faithful Creature would accept of as a Token 
of my Gratitude for the many Services he has 
done me, and for which I have incloſed a Diſ- 
charge : May Heaven bleſs you my worthy dear 
Thompſon, in all your good Undertakings, and 
may you reap thoſe Felicities in this World, which 
were denied to 


Your truly affeflionate and faithful Friend, 
| And obliged humble Servant 
Cork, July 


WILLIAM SARIS. 


| was 
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[ was pleaſed to hear of our Friend's Welfare, 
and with Truman, ſtruck with this Inſtance of 
the Generoſity of his Temper : With this En- 
creaſe he had a Fortune of near 4000 J. which put 
that faithful Friend and Servant, in the State he 
could never have flattered himſelf with obtaining, 
had he ſtaid in England, and not gone Abroad 
with me, We both of us wrote Anſwers to his 
kind Letters, and promiſed to preſerve our Cor- 
reſpondencs with him that Way, as often as we 
had an Opportunity, 

'The laſt Thing I had now remaining to ſettle 
was my Account with Mr. or rather. Mrs G99d- 
will, who had generouſly ventured 2000 /. with 
me when I went to the Ladies; but, a'ter all I 
could urge, neither he nor ſhe would accept of 
one Farthing more than the original Sum. I was 
ſo acquainted with their Kindneſs and Affection 
for me, that I was not ſurprized ſo much as I 
otherwiſe ſhould have been, and tilt inſiſted there 
was 12,000 J. due to them, whenever they pleaſed 
to call for it. If ſo, replies Mr. Goodw!!!l, well 
make you our Steward, to employ it for the Good 
of Mankind, which nobody underſtands better 
how to do. He carried me to his Uncle, and moſt 
of the DireCtors, to return Thanks for their 
Goodneſs to me; and to the former I made ſome 
Preſents of Value that I had ſent Home, which 
he received at my Hands with great Good-nature 
and Pleaſure, Ard now all being ready tor going 
into my native Country, which I longed hearti- 
ly to fee, I begged Prig and Sharpley to accompa- 
ny me to pay a Viſit to Prim, who was gone 
from London to his new Seat in Hertfordſhire, and 
accordingly we fet out and got there about 
Dinner-time. As, by my Friend's Account, he 
every Day expected to ſee me, he was not much 
ſtartled, 
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ſtartled, but received me with that open and ſin. 
cere Friendſhip that ever had diſtinguiſhed his Ac- 
tions, His Lady was but ina bad State of Health, 
or he would have accompanied us into Yorkſbire, 
where all the Reſt of my Friends had promiſed to 
repair, He gave me a Detail of what had hap- 
pened to him ſince we met at Sea, and informed 
me, that his old "Tyrant, Captain Surly, with his 
Nephew, were, going on Shore at an Iſland, one 
of the Ladrones, murdered by the Inhabitants, in re- 
venge for having ſeized one of the Natives, a Fe- 
male, and carried her on Board his Ship to gratify 
his brutal Luſt. This Account he receivedfrom the 
Supercargo, who took his Part when the Captain beat 
him ſo violently in his Cabbin, He rejoiced 
without Meaſure at my having recovered m 
Louiſa, and we parted, after his making a Reſo- 
lution to viſit me in Yorkſbire as ſoon as his Wife's 
Illneſs would permit him. 

All Things ready, Mr. Goodwill and his Lady, 
and Mr. Diaper and his Lady in Mr. GoodwilPs 
Coach and Six; Mr. and Mrs. Bellair, Miſs 
Sukey, and my dear Diaper, in Mr. Bellair's Coach; 
and Madam Rich, Serena, my Louiſa, and Sharpley in 
a Coach Mrs. Rich had bought in London, with a 
ſplendid Retinue of Servants, ſet out for Yorkſ#rre. 
Myſelf, Mr Prie, and Mr. Truman rode on Horſeback, 
and generally kept a Mile before the Coaches, to 
provide Refreſhments, Quarters, and Accommo— 
dations, which was our Department. Never was 
a Set of happier People ! Content ſat on every 
Face, and Joy unbounded diſtended every Breaſt, 
with rapturous Emotions ! And as to the three 
Lovers, never were Creatures ſo altered! No 
uneaſy Pangs from Abſence, or jealous er, 

0 


of Jos THoMP SON. 261 


of deſpairing Frenzy, now aſſaulted our Boſoms, 
and we experienced, | 


Good after Ill, and after Pain Delight : 
Alternate, like the Scenes of Day and Night. 


— 


CHAP. LXII. 


Arrive at Mr. Bellair's—Only Thompſon and 
Sharpley et out for Mr. Thompſon's with 
Truman.—T hey arrive there. Foyous Emo- 
tions of his Father and Mother.—T hey wait on 
Mr. Archer and Mr. Sharpley.—Vifit their 
Friends. Receive a Maſſage from Sir Walter 
Rich. —Viſit him.-—What paſſes upon it. 

E arrived happily at Mr. Bellair's Seat, 

where he inſiſted we ſhould repoſe our- 

ſelves ſome Days, and were entertained with his 
uſual gentec|] Hoſpitality, and he contrived all the 

Pleaſures he could to divert the Ladies, and make 

their Stay agreeable to them. It was here agreed 

amongſt us, that only myſelf, Sharpley, and Tru- 
man ſhould proceed to my Father's as well to 
get proper Quarters for ſo numerous a Company, 
as to keep our Arrival a greater Secret from Sir 
Walter ; and accordingly, we ſet out, after re- 
commending our lovely Miſtreſſes to the Care of 
my Friend Draper, who, at this ſhort Seperation, 
could hardly withhold the Tears that ſtood ready 
to ſtart from their Eyes, upon which Prig ban- 
tered them very ſmartly, We made ſuch Expe- 
dition, that we ſoon arrived within Sight of the 
dear and well known Plains, where firſt we drew 
our vital Breath. Ye Groves, I cried, receive 
under your cooling Shade once more your old 

Inhabitants! Ye murmuring Streams, that &er 

the unnumbered idle Pebbles ſtray, once more bring 

your bubbling Notes to our liſtning Ears! Ye re- 
ſponſive 
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ſponſive Ecchoes, once more repeat, in imitative 
Strains, the Name, the wondrous Charms of my 
Louifa that dwells upon my Tongue! Ye conſci- 
ous Bowers to Lovers Sighs and Vows for ever ſa- 
cred, holy, once more to you we breathe the amo- 
rous Tale of foft, endearing "I ranſports, now our 

own | 
Mr. Sharpley gave me the Compliment of go. 
ing firſt to my Father's, where we arrived, and 
giving our Horſes to Truman, who ſtaid without, 
enquired of a Servant, whoſe Face I well remem- 
bered, if Mr. Thomp/on was within? He looked 
earneſtly at me, and I could perceive by his not 
anſwering, and the viſible Alteration of his Coun- 
tenance, that he knew me; which a little diſcon- 
certed us, and, before we could ſtop him, he open- 
ed the Parlour-door with eager Haſte, and cried, 
Oh, Sir! oh, Madam! my young Maſter is-— 
come Home! There needed no more. My 
dear Mother crying out, and running into the 
Paſſage, which we had juſt traverſed as far as the 
Door, would have fainted, and fell, but that I 
caught her in my Arms, repeating, Beſt and moſt 
loved of Mothers! Behold, at laſt, your Son, who 
ne*'er will leave you more, nor more will cauſe 
your Tears — And is it thee, My deareſt, 
deareſt Joey ! ſhe replied, —-how bleſſed, 
how happy am I——but yer, how altered, — 
{ure it can't, it muſt, it muſt be he, I feel 
it here, my Heart confeſſes him] All this while I 
did not ſee my Father, and as ſoon as my Mo- 
ther was ſomewhat calmed, tho? ftill ſhe wildly 
gazed ; the led me into the Parlour, and Sharpley, 
who had taken no Notice, nor been taken Notice of, 
followed me,— We found that excell: nt Man juſt 
riſen, trembling, from his Knees, where he had 
been pouring fourth Ejaculations of Praiſe for this 
Happineſs ! 
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Happineſs ! He advanced towards me, the 
Colour now going from, and now coming into his 
Face alternately, and he could ſcarcely ſupport 
himſelf from falling, whilſt I ruſhed into his Arms, 
and we both uttered the fondeſt, the moſt warm 
Expreſſions of paternal Affe Gion, — filial Love and 
Duty ! Reaſon, at length, reſumed her Empire 
over us, and our Spirits more compoſed, Sharp- 
ley, ſeizing my Mother round the Neck, and then 
kiſſing the Hands of my Father, faid, Sure, dear 
Sir, deareſt Madam, —you have another Son,— 
that yet you have not acknowleged | they ſtared 
wiſtfully on him, but were ſtill at Loſs to know 
him,—till, I cried, Ah, can you forget your Sharp- 
ley, Sir? They both roſe at this, and careſſed him 
in the kindeſt, tendereſt Manner, which he re- 
turned with a becoming Warmth. We then 
ſent a Servant to relieve Truman, who was receiv- 
ed by my Father and Mother as a valued Friend. 
By this Time all the Neighbourhood were appriz- 
ed by the Servants of our Arrival, the Bells rung, 
and the Farmers came in, to congratulate us. I 
hugged the honeſt People in my Arms, and was 
tranſported to ſee them; and, as to So/fa, he had 
ſo much Feeling upon the Occaſion, that he could 
hardly ſpeak, whilft Sharply, and | embraced this 
honeſt Friend to our boyiſh Years. My Father, at 
my Deſire, ſet open his Doors, and gave all the 
Pariſha heraty Welcome to the beſt of Cheer, and 
the next Day we went over to Mr. Sharpley's, who 
was ſo overcome with this providential Recovery 
of his Son—and in ſuch Company, ſo happy in 
his Love, — that he dwelt for ever on the pleaſing 
Topic, and never ceaſed embracing us; and 
Mr. Archer alſo, to whom I gave Tidings of our 
other Friend, was almoſt ready to die with joyous 
Emotion. They accompanied us to ſee all our old 


Friends 
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Friends and Aſſociates of the neighbouring Villa. 
ges and Hamlets, who thought themſelves happy 
in the Notice we took of them ; and I begged my 
Father, in my Name and young Mr. Sharpley's, 
to give 5001. in Charities to the diſtreſſed Poor, 
and the induſtrious Labourers of his Pariſh, 
which raiſed their Love and Veneration of me to 
a Height like Adoration. I was congratulated by 
every one upon my good Fortune, and in a Day 
or two after ourArrival, an Opportunity ſerving 
we at their Deſire, related our Adventures to my 
Father and Mother, Mr. Archer and Mr. Sbarpley; 
but when I came to that Part of my Story, where 
I had found ſo miraculouſly my Louiſa, it was a long 
Time before I could obtain Belief, tho' from Per- 
ſons that confided in my Veracity, till our joint 
Proteſtations of the Truth, and as a Proof, her 
being ſo near us, confirmed what we ſaid, Ne— 
ver were People ſo beſide themſelves with Joy.— 
the Bliſs to them was unutterable !—My Father 
himſelf could not refrain from ſhewing the Share 
he took in my Felicity, by the moſt tranſported 
As of Satisfaction; and my Mother now wept, 
and now ſmiled exulting at having recovered 
her dear dead Loui/a ! They promiſed, however, to 
keep ihe Secret till a proper Time for Diſcove— 
ry, and wy Father's, Mr. Sharpley's, and Mr 
Archer's Houſes, being ſufficient to entertain all 
our illuſtrious Gueſts, they begged they might 
have that Honour; and my Mother beſpoke 
Louiſa to be with her till our Nuptials, which I 
readily granted. FF 
Il was juſt deſigning to pay a Viſit to Sir Wal- 
ter, whole Pulſe I longed to feel; and indeed 1 
longed to ſee him, and my old Regard for 
him was returned, when he ſent a Servant to me 
to deſire my Company at his Houſe, and I taking 
Captain SHarpley with me, immediately mas 
| tne 
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the Summons, We found him in the Apartment 
in which I had enjoyed ſo much Happineſs, in a 
Mourning Dreſs, which he had worn conſtant] 
ever ſince he received the News of his Daughter's 
Death ! At the Sight of me, for he knew me im- 
mediately, the old Baronet burſt into Tears, and 
ſaid, Ah! Mr. Thompſon, you are too good, —T 
did not expect ſo ready a Compliance to my De- 
ſires, —I did not deſerve it at your Hands, I 
who murdered Louiſa, and behaved ſo ungratefully, 
ſo wickedly to you—I was moved to ſee him ſo 
touched with Sorrow, and, advancing, preſſed him 
ia my Arms, whilſt the Tears ſtood in my Eyes; 
and replied, Deareſt Sir, my Father for I 
muſt ever call you ſo, forget whatever In- 
juries were done to me, —l forget them for ever, 
you are puniſhed enough, Sir, in the Loſs of 
our dear and excellent Loui/a ] Can I forget you 
are her Father, — and, tho?” oppreſſed with the 
fame Sorrow, will ever behave to you with Duty 
and Affection, and ftrive to leſſen your Woes, or 
mix my own with them.—Ah | generous Youth, 
he returned, How could I be blind to ſo 
much Merit? — Oh! if the dear Girl were now 
alive, — ſhe {urely ſhould be thine; but, ſince 
it cannot be recalled, come live with me 
the Solace of my Age, — and accept of all that 
J can give at my Deceale, that Wretch, that 
Villain——=that Bane to my Happineſs ſe- 
duced m2, but no doubt, you've heard it all, 
—the fad, the fatal Story, L have, dear 
Sir, you are excuſable, and highly ſo. 
I accept your kind Propoſal of living with you, and 
chearing my Louiſa's Father in his Troubles ;— 
for Fortune I have enough, and long for 
nothing now, ſo much in Life, as to pu- 
niſh, to chaſtiſe, that baſeſt Wretch, your execra- 
ble, villainous Nephew ! Fide/e broke in, and 
Vol. IL N hanging 
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hanging about my Neck, repeated oft her Lady's 
Name with mine,—her dear Friend 'and Patron, 
her Mr. Thompſon, and when we were taking our 
Leave, and retiring thro' the Gate, an honeſt 
looking Man and Woman, whom I did not recol- 
le, gave me a thouſand Bleſſings, and prayed 
for my long Life and Proſperity ! I ſtood till, and 
after returning their Compliments, enquired how 
I came to merit ſuch a Share of their ReſpeR ? 
The Man replied, with ſome Emotion, Dear Sir, 
if you have forgot us, we ſhall ever remember your 
bountiful Goodneſs to us, as well as that of our dear 
Lady departed. I then began to reeolle& ſome- 
what of their Faces, and found it was the poor Ex- 
ciſe-man and his Wife, whom my dear Louiſa had 
ſo charitably relieved, and to whom | made a Pre- 
ſent at my Departure for London ſo many Years 
ago. I ſaluted the Woman, and, taking the Man 
by the Hand, enquired, if I could be of any Ser- 
vice to them now ? It I could, I was very ready 
to do it; but he replied, Sir, your Goodneſs over- 
comes me ; but I want nothing at preſent, and 
have every Thing in the Service of Sir Walter that 
we can deſire ; for when he underſtood, that we 
had been the Objects of my late young Lady's 
Charity, he took us into his Houſe, making me 
his Bailiff, and my Wife his Landry-maid, and 
has been intimately kind to me ever ſince. I was. 
charmed to hear theſe Inſtances of his Regard to 
Louiſa's Memory, and found every I hing ſo ſitu- 
ated, that we had lutle Oppoſition to fear, even 
if he knew his Daughter's real Story. 

I had preſented Mr. Sharpley to him, who was 
going, tho' unknown to him, to be his Nephew ; 
and he received him as the Son of a Gentleman 
he eſteemed, and upon our mentioning the brilli- 
ant Aſſembly, that was coming down to the Mar- 
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riage of Mr. Diaper, and thoſe of ſome other 
Friends, he generouſly offered his Houſe allo for 
their Accommodation, 


8 
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They return to Mr. Bellair's. —— All ſet out for Mr. 
Thompſon's..--——— Arrive there — How they 
are diſpoſed of. He makes a Propoſal to Sir 
Walter. Sir Walter conſents to it. Fidele 
introdvced to her Lady Truman falls in Love. 

Makes a Requeſt to Thompſon. He grants 

bis Deſire, and makes Louiſa an Advocate for him. 

Fidele grants his Suit, and obtains Sir Wal- 

terꝰ Leave to marry him. 


E ſtaid about a Week longer with our Pa- 

rents, and now, longing to behold our 
Miſtreſſes, accompanied by my Father, Mr. Sharp - 
by, and Mr. Archer, we ſet out for Mr. Bellair's; 
and once more rejoined the dear Objcas of 
our Aﬀection, and gave our Company an Ac- 
count of Sir Walter's Diſpoſition; at which 
my Louiſa was tranſported, and ſaid, I think 
my dear Thompſon, | had better die in ear- 
neſt; you ſee you may have the Eſtate with- 
out the Incumbrance of a Wife. Ah, Madam |! 
I replied, you know me too well to think I can 
even bear a ſmiling Sentence of that Sort from 
you: Without you all the Riches and Pleaſures 
in the World would he diſtaſteful, When my 
Father came forward at firſt to ſalute her, ſhe 
would have fallen upon her Knees; but he 
caught her in his Arms, called her, his ſweet 
Daughter, his Angel, and told her, her Re- 
vival would add twenty Years to his Life, Mr, 
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Archer and Mr. Shaypley, in their Turns expreſſed 
how much they were affected with the Sight of 
her, and all our Company were charmed with the 
Preſence of theſe three Ger tlemen. It was agreed, 
that my Louiſa ſhould wear a Maſk, till ſhe got 
into private at my Father's, and every Th rg be- 
ing ſettled we fer cut for that loved Place; but 
were quite ſurprized, at about a Mile from the 
Houſe, to meet twenty Runners, all dreſſed in 
rural Pomp, with R:bbands ard Flowers, being 
the young Men of my Father's Pariſh, and almoſt 
all the Gentlemen and Farmers on Horſeback, 
who came to welcome us, and precede us thro? the 
Villages, where all the Bells rung our Welcome, 
We thanked the honeft People for theſe Teſtimo— 
nies of their ReſpeA, and when we alighted, Mr. 
Diaper threw a ! landful of Meney amongſt the 
Runners, wioſe Example was followed by myſelf, 
Mr. Goodw:!l, and Sherpicy ; and the Gentlemen 
were 1nvited to partake of a cold Repaſt, which 
was prepared by my Mother for our Refreſhment, 
Louiſa and Madam Rich, with Serina, went into 
a back Parlour with my Mother, where, when 
ſhe had unmaſked, the Scene between them was 
too delicately melting and tender to be deſcribed ; 
and, Deareſt Mamma !—Sweeteſt, molt ex- 
cellent Daughter !—lovely Louiſa ! was all 
they could for a long Time utter. The two La- 
dies were tranſported with the Converſation of 
this good Woman, who, in her Turn, conceived 
great Affe ction for them; and as Louiſa could not 
appear publickly yet, nor her Aunt or Couſin, Sir 
Walter's Servants knowing them, ſhe ſpent the 
Remainder of the Day in their Company; to 
which the other Ladies frequently paid Viſits. 

Sir Walter came to my Father's, unexpectedly, 
as ſoon as we arrived, to compliment the Compa- 
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ny, and to give a general Invitation to them to his 
Houſe ; and behaved more chearfully than he had 
done for a long Time before, often embracing me 
and my Friend Diaper, and calling us his Children. 
He was known to all the Company preſent, who 
had moſt of them ſpent ſome Time in Yorkſhire, 
after my Departure for the Indies; and as to the 
Bellairs, they were an' antient Family, and well 
known to him before, It was agreed, that Mr. 
and Madam Goodwill, with their Equipage, ſhould 
go to Mr. Archer*'s ; Mr. Bellair and his Lady, 
and Servants to Mr. Sharpley's; Mr. Diaper 
and his Wife, with Prig, to Sir Walter's; and 
Madam Rich, Serena, Louiſa, and Miſs Sukey to 
remain at my Father's. As to Diaper, Sharpley, 
myſelf, and Truman, whol inſiſted ſhould always 
now be treated and live like a Gentleman, we had 
Beds provided for us at our old Friend So/fa's, 
which we liked, as being nearer our Miſtreſſes 
than any other Situation, Our Preſence diffuſed 
Gladneſs all around the Country, and the Inhabi- 
tants of the Neighbourhood. vied with.each other 
in the Games and Sports they exhibited, upon Oc- 
caſion of having ſuch good Company. amongſt 
them. As it was thought proper, on account. 

the Concealment, I was forced to go to York for 
a Licence for my intended Marriage :—But, as 
to Mr, Sharpley and Mr. Diaper, ray Father bad 
the Bans in his Church, which he thought the 
moſt primitive and regular Way. All Things be- 
ing ſettled for the happy Moment that was to 
unite ſuch. faithful Lovers, and it being to be per- 
formed in three Days Time, I, one Morning, 
took Sir Walker aſide, and began to talk to him 
thus: — My Father, —I have a Favour to beg of 
you: My Louiſa is no more | and ' tis vain now 
to lament for what we can't recal. Oh were ſhe 
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but alive, I ſhould be happy.—My Father has per- 
fuaded me, for ſome Family Reaſons, to marry, 
T have paid my Addrefles to a young Lady of Birth 
and Fortune, and ſhe has yielded to my Suit.— 
You might once have made me happy, but that's 
paſt, and, ast I could not receive my Louiſa at your 
ands, gran me the Favour to give away this 
Lady to me at the Altar, and adopt her for your 
Child. The old Gentleman wept, and reptoach- 
ed himſelf for his former Cruelty and Folly ; but 
at length, conſented to do as I propoſed, for which 
I returned him my utmoſt Acknowledgments, I 
further requeſted of him, that he would ſuffer 
Fidele to attend upon her till the Marriage was 
over, which he, with great Readine's, granted 
alſo. I told that good Creature, that my Mother 
deſired to fee her, and ſhe went over to our Houſe 
directly, where ſhe every Day, ſince my Depar- 
ture, had viſited. That dear Woman and Mrs, 
Goodwill, after careſſing her, and introducing her 
to the reſt of the Company, carried her into the 
Room where her Lady was playing upon the Harp- 
frebord to Serena, Miſs Sukey, and Mrs. Belluir. 
She roſe up, and the poor Gul, the Minute ſhe 
ſaw her, ſwooned away, only crying out, Good 
God !— They brought her to heifelf ; her Miſ- 
treſs embraced her, and was never tired of beſtow- 
ing Kiſſes and Preſſures upon her, which ſoon 
convinced her ſhe was Fleſh and Blood. She heard 
her Lady's Story with Admiration, like that one 
would expreſs at ſeeing a Perſon rife from the 
Grave; and, falling upon her Kneee, cried, Oh! 
Did I ever expect to be fo happy - whilſt 
Tears of joyous Affection trickled faſt from her 
Eyes ! - 
Truman, as ſoon as I returned Home, begged 


me to walk into the Garden, and ſurprized me, 
when 
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when he told me, that he hoped, as he had long 
and faithfully ſerved me,—I would contribute to 
make him happy.—l love Fidele, Sir, have loved 
ever ſince I firſt ſaw her ;—ard I ſhall never 
be eaſy, if I have not her Heart and Perſon. 
— ' Tis true, Sir, I am ſomewhat older than ſhe 
is; but, when I was down before in Yorkſhire, 
after I came from India, I paid my Addreſſes to 
her, and believe ſhe was not indifferent to my 
Offers; and one Motive to her Condeſcenſion 
was, that J was valued and reſpeQed by you. — 
She will ſooth my future Hours; and hes im— 
bibed ſuch excellent Principles from my Lady, 
that ſhe will be in herſelf a valuable Fortune. 
Do, Sir, ſpeak to Miſs Loui/a, and, with her, 
endeavour to inciine her to marry me. I was to 
pleaſed to hear this, that I could not enough ex- 
preſs my Satisfaction, and promiſed to do all in my 
Power to ſerve him: Accordingly, I ſpoke to my 
Louiſa, who was as pleaſed as myſelf to hear it ; 
and we both in a proper Manner, ſpoke to Fidele; 
particularly Z:ui/a repreſented him, as he really 
was, a very worthy ard excellent Mar, a good 
Friend of mine, beloved by us both, and one, 
who, in Perſon and "Temper, was formed to 
make a Woman happy. In ſhort we ſoon diſ- 
covered, by her Eyes and her Anſwers, that ſhe 
loved bim, as much as he loved her ;—and, 
bluſhingly, ſhe told us ſhe would be ruled in any 
hing by us. Truman was all Extaly, when he 
heard of her Compliance, and I went with him to 
Sir Walter, and repreſented him, and his Affairs, 
in ſuch a Light, that he readily gave his Conſent 
to her leaving him; and this News cauſed. great 
Mirth and Pleaſure to our whole Company ; and 
we reſolved their Marriage ſhould be performed at 
the ſame Time with our own, | 
CHAP. 
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CH AP. LXIV. 


Mr. Archer the younger arrives in Yorkſhire.— 
Another Viſitor calls upon them. — —T he four ami- 
able Pair are married, Sir Walter's Sur- 
prize and Foy in diſcovering bis Daughter. 
He pays ber Fortune and makes over an Eſlate 
to them.— Their Gueſts depart. — Happineſs 
that ſucceeds Thompſon's Marriage. Conclu- 


fron. 
HE next Day Mr. Archer brought up a Gen- 


tleman trom his Houſe, that, to my great 
Satisfaction, I found to be his Son, whoſe Pre- 
ſence, on the preſent happy Occaſion, was pro- 
digiouſly agreeable to Sharplecy, and myſelf; and 
he was overjoyed when he heard how our Affairs 
ſtood, My Father and Mother almoſt overwhelm- 
ed him with Kindneſs ; and, being preſented to all 
our good Friends, they conceived fo good an 
Opinion of him, as to give him, at once, a Place 
in their Eſteem ; but this was not the only unex- 
peed Viſitor that arrived, for a Gentleman 
alighted at my Father's, attended by ſeveral Ser- 
vants, and aſked. for me. I came to him, and he 
accoſted me with great Gentility, and ſaid, That 
he had heard my Name mentioned at the next 
Town, as juſt arrived from Abroad, and that I 
was ſurrounded with numerous Friends; tho? un- 
known at preſent to me, he had formerly done 
me ſome Services, and was reſolved to leave the 
Road, and make one in our happy Society, and 
congratulate me on my Arrival in England, I 
returned him Thanks, and introduced him to our 
Company; at the ſame Time telling him I was 
ſorry 
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ſorry ſo to forget my Obligations, as not even to 
have the P'leaſure o recollect his Face. Madam 
Rich who heard his Voice from the next Room, 
and what had piſſ-d, with Serena and Louiſa, 
none being preſent but thoſe who were in the Se- 
cret of her being alive, pr:fing towards him, 
cried, Ah ! Col. Williams how lucky we are to 
ſee you here! This Name and the Compliment 
that paſſed between them, gave me to underitand 
that it was that generous Gentleman Louva had 
mentioned with ſo much Diſtinction; ner was I 
miſtaken 3 but he was ſo ſurprized to lee my 
Adorable, that fer ſome Time, he could hardly 
recover him{clf, till, being let into the Heads of 
our Adventures, he broke forth into Congratula- 
tions upon our Happineſs ; and we perſuaded him 
to ſtay with vs, till our Marriages were perform— 
ed, to which, with Joy, he conſented. His 
Preience put us upon talking about the Squire, 
who now lived a brutiſh, ſottiſh Life, at his lit- 
tle Eſtate at Doncaſter : For my Part, I was fo 
eaſy at preſent, that I ſeldom thought of him; 
and when I did, *twas not revengefully, but with 
abſolute Pity and Contempt; and we all agreed, 
that, if he remained quiet, *twas not worth while 
to uſe him as he deſerved, my Father concluding 
with the Poet, 


ITis Puniſhment enough to be a Villain ! 


Now Morn, her 10 St-ps in the Faſtern Clime, 
Advancing, ſlrew'd the Eurth with Orient Pearl ! 


The Morn | the gladſome Morn ! that was to 
make the lovely Cauſe of all my Cares and Pains 
for ever, ever, mine. "Twas in the joyous 
Month of May, when Nature all around bloomed 

odorous 
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odorous Sweets, that forth iſſued our bliſsful 
Brides, but chief my Louiſa, 


Dreſ#d in rich Array; 

Freſh as the Month, and as the Morning fair ; 
Adown her Shoulders fell her Length of Hair : 
Ribbands and Gems her braided Treſſes bind, 
The reſi hung loſe, and wanton'd in the Wind. 


A Gown of white Damaſk, richly embroidered, 
ſhaded her tranſporting Beauties, which received 
ſtill greater Luſtre by the Crimſon Bluſhes that 
overſpread her lovely Face; and her Eyes put to 
Shame the Cluſters of Diamonds that were ſpread 
all over her Hair and Boſom! Serena and Mits 
Bellair, were as richly dreſſed ; but Fidele had, 
with becoming Modeſty, contrived to ſuit her 
Habi! a little to her former Condition. We ſeized 
their willing, yet reluctant Hands; and, followed 
by our admiring Friends, and wondering Neigh- 
bours, proceeded to the Church, Sir Walter, at 
my Deſire, having once more. caſt of his Mourn- 
ipg, and dreſſed himſelf in rich Clothes, ſuita— 
ble to the Occaſion, Louiſa put on her Maſque, 
as ſoon as he appeared; which he wondering 
at, I told him I was forced to indulge her Modeſty, 
by letting her be married thus veiled. He 
ſurveyed her Shape and Stature, as we walk- 
ed along, and, fetching a ſad Sigh, wiped his 
Eyes, endeavouring, however, to conceal his 
Fmotion, under an Air of affected Gaiety. 
My Father joined our Hands in the holy Tye, 
and we were edified with the grave and truly 
apoſtolical Air, with which he performed the 
Sacred Ceremony. After it was over, Sir 
Walter inſiſting upon ſupplying the Marriage 
Feaſt, we adjourned to his Houſe, where Lis 
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whole Neighbourhood was alſo invited; and, 
juſt before we ſat down to Dinner, my Father 
called him aſide into a Room, where only Louiſa 
and her Aunt, both ſtill maſqued, and he and 
myſelf were, and addreſſed himſelf thus: Sir 
Walter, — Providence orders all Things for the 
beſt ; and this Day, by Means no one 
ever could think of, has made us all happy. 
If theſe young Folks have exerciſed a little 
Stratagem with you, it was to encreaſe the Plea- 
ſure you would feel, I am ſure, when, in m 

Son's Wife, in Mrs, Thompſon, you will diſcover 
your long loſt Louiſa ; upon which ſhe unmaſk- 
ed and we knelt before him, and entreated his 
Bleſſing. He was motionleſs ſome Time, 
but ſoon diſcovered it was really his Daugh- 
ter, and, without enquiring into the Affair, 
embraced us one aſter another, bleſſed us, and 
jumped and danced about in ſuch a Manner, that 
any one would have thought him diſtracted. At 
length he reſumed himſelf, and we ſhed Tears in 
Concert; and my Louiſa hung about his Neck, 
whilſt he held her faſt in his Arms, crying, every 
now and then, ——' Tis ſhe herſelf, and I am 
happy, bleſſed tor ever; and when his 
Siſter diſcovered herſelf, and had informed him 
ſuccinctly of all this wondrous Turn of Fortune, 
he was amazed, and told her he'd love her better 
than himſelf as long as he lived. Nothing but 
Joy reigned throughout the whole Vicinity : 
The Houſe was full of Delight and Pleaſure : 
Abroad every Green Swerd was exer- 
eiſed by the Gambols of our Country Lads and 
Laſſes: And, Louiſa's Return being noiſed 
Abroad, the Hearts of all that knew us ran 
over with Satisfaction. Sharpley was preiented 
to Sir Walter as his Nephew, and he received 


him 
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him with the utmoſt Goodneſs, —buſſed Serena, 
and was quite inebriated with his Felicity. 
You ſce, Papa, ſaid my lovely Conſort, I am 
as good as my Word, and have rot only mar- 
ried with your Conſent, but you have given 
me away with your own Hands : Yes, he re- 
plied, *tis true, and, if J ceuld, I'd give thee 
away an hundred Times over, to that worthy 
Youth, my dear Jecy / ſo make Haſte, my 
Boy, and make me a Grandfather, | I bowed, 
Louiſa bluſhed. Oh ! the delightful Mo- 
ments I paſſ-d this Night, in the Arms of this 
adorable End of all my Wiſhes; even luxu- 
riant Fancy can't paint in Colours equal to the 
Truth! Oh! Life, how art thou improved, by 
a virtuous and lawful Intercourſe with theſe de- 
lightful Companions, theſe ſoft, melting Recom- 
penſers of ail our Pains and numerous Cares ! 
We were compl:mented next Morning by all 
our Friends, who ſpent a Fortnight more with 
us; and they had the Pleaſure to ſee Sir Wal- 
ter pay me the 12,000 J. that'was his Daughter's, 
and he made over the Eſtate in our Neighbour- 
hood, of near 1000 J. per Ann, to us and our 
Heirs, Mir. Goodwill and his Lady repaircd to 
their Country-houſe; Mr, Diaper and Mrs, 
Diaper, with my Friend and his charming 
Spouſe, went with Mr, Bellair and his Wife 
to their Seat, to ſpend ſome Time before they 
returned to London; and Sharpley, with his dear 
Serena, and Col. Williams, accompanied Ma- 
dam Rich to the Eſtate in Somer/ſctſhire, which 
they were to poſſeſs at her Death. Prig accom- 
panied Mr. Archer the younger to Londen 
where he was going to ſettle, in the Profeſſion of 
a Wine-mercnant ; and our Adieus were ſenſibly 


touching to us all; but as our Fortunes were 
all 


* 
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all conſiderable enough to viſit cach other in the 
moſt diſtant Parts we could ſettle in, we comfort- 
ed ourſelves with the Thoughts of frequently 
ſeeing each other again, and the Promiſe ct 
correſponding conſtantly. by Letter. Mr. Arcb- 
er and Mr, Sharpley, each, ſet out with his 
Son, for ſome Months; fo that now our Hap- 
pineſs was quite Domeſtic. Truman bought a 
pretty Eſtate in our Neighbourhood, where he 
apply ſtill lives with our Fidele, and often 
viſits us, ſtill preſerving that Modeſty and Dit- 
cretion that made every one love him, As to 
myſelf, I enjoy, my gentle Reader, in the So- 
cicty of my charming Wife, all thote Com- 
torts and Solacements "that give a Men a Re- 
liſh, an earneſt Defire of Life. Her Virtue, 
and her good Senſe and Prudence, endear her 
to all the World; and J ftrive to act in ſuch 
a Manner, as to preferve that Love and Eſ- 
teem from her, that is the principal Ingredient 
in conjugal Felicity, My Father and Mother 
are ſtill living, and behold in their Son the 
good Qualities, I flatter myſelf, that they early 
endeavoured to inſpire; and are never caly 
a Day without the Sight of my charming 
2 Sir Walter lives with us, and is hear- 
ty and well, and like to ſurvive long enough to 
ſee his ſecond Generation riſe to Maturity 
for already I have been bleſſed with two fine 
Children, a Boy and a Girl, who are the ve- 
ry Pictures of their angelic Mother. Our Cor- 
reſpondence with, and now and then the Sight 
of our dear Friends, adds greatly to our Hap- 
pineſs; and I reckon myſelf, at preſent, at 
the Summit of Human Felicity. 

Thus, thro? a long and toilſome Pilgri- 
mage of Woe, attended with few real Delights, 

Vo. IL O I have 
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1 have attained that ſettled State of pure, un- 
corrupted Bliſs, that we are all, in different 
Routs, wandering after: And I hope my Papers, 
may happily fall into ſuch proper Hands, as 
will improve by my Misfortunes; and, by 
avoiding Vic? and Folly, with all their attendant 
Tils, acquire the fame Serenity that 1s at NN 
my Happy Lot: And, as with my Louiſa, I 
purſue a conſtant Courſe of Benevolence and 
Kindneſs to our Fellow-creatures, I hope, with 
Dryden, 


We ever fhall be bJeſs'4d——who live to Bleſs. 


ä 


